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206, line 1, Nasir Khan had two sons, the eldest being tl 
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224, Vino 6 from bottom, Jor « Tartan" vend « Tatar 
240, purentiiesds Gloves afler “rie” in lino 6, and th 
“invonsiderable” in line 8. should be removed. 
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GIUAPTER 1 


Bstent of Sindh, ‘Tite Whenes derived. Two principal 
Division, Dele midt Southern Division, Schwinn, Nine 
tah Rives, Lathe Mamet | Dppearon Northern Division. 

Climate dud Seavatinge Cont Cente Disewiees, Reda 
Wouenal Tot Wil, Cokbot Upper sindh. | CHinte 
of Karaeld,  Advantyceits Sitnttion af Sill rcitivedy: to 
the den Chanpcathle Charnetar at River. 14 eudine Gang 
Phienl Boatiet of Sidi, Abseuees of Randy Nutis en 
uma ny digg by River, 


as territury of Sindh, lately possessed hy the 
Bilteh elders of Tilptiy, lies between the 28 aid 
2th ceprood of north laitude, andl G7 ta 70M 
degre of cast longftude, having the river Ludi 
vesstrtlye itt ify contre, and comprising all the portion 
af tia valley detween the Bhawalptie torritorios to 
fhocnorth, dhe oeenn to Che seuth, east anid west to 
(he clesert feaets whieh fitervene between if and 
the provines af Crteh, anid the mourning separaing 
it team the higher eouutey of Bildehistat 

Thee extent of (his Tewer division of the country 
fertiliser! hy Che Gadus, uiry he bent 00 uviles 
in prontest Jeupth, allowing for the windings of Che 
atrene: it wend he difieult to determine its ayer 
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age brendth measured by the soil coming within 

the influence of the river or iis branches, ay the 
extont is very variable: to the enatward, parti-, 
cularly above the Delta, as far north as Khyrpiir, 
the sandy desort which separates Sindh from 

Cutch and Guztrat, contends with tho fertile soil 

for the predominance, and tus it is generally 

narrow and limited, whilst on the western side the 

river occasionally fertilises lo the wlmost verge of 
the mountains, at a grout distance from its main 

stream, Sindh Proper, however, muy be wider. 

stood as the whole of that portion of Corritary 

included between the limits before given, iid 

within the influence of the viyers those parts 

which lic beyond tho reach of the hulus being 

sandy wastes or desert tracts, seareely morit any 

place in describing « counlry so poentiay in its 

features as tht of Sindh, which, like Kyypt, is the 

gift of the river permeating its whole extent anc 

fortilising its valley. , 

There are various opinions ay to the origin of 
the title given to this tract. By the Creeks, the 
whole, or a portion, appears to have hea kuewn 
as Sindomana, The Ilindtis trace it fabulously to 
“Sindh, the brother of Lind, the sou of Nouh,” 
and in their sacred books it is called Sindhi. Both 
Hindits and Mahommedins style this portion off the 
river Indus as Sindh, by which ib is goucrally 
known in the Bast, and it is thus probable, Cut 
the river gives the name to that lower portion 
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of vomntry finetifiod by its waters. ‘The name, 
however derived, is very ancient. 

g Sindh has always been divided, geagmplically 
aud politiedly, into two principal portions, Upper 
and Lower, ov rather Northern and Southern, cis 
lingnished by the natives as Lae al Sirre, Che 
olyimology of whieh femns ts not very eles Mach 
of Chese divisions bas its pardieular clhuate, sail, 
and produetions, ad is otherwise «istinetly marked 
hy physioal peculiarities, 

Northern, or Upper Sindh, comprises all: that 
(rnet from Selovun upwards to the Bhawulprie fered 
foviess and Souths or Lower Sindh, that from 
Sehwu, dnehuling the delta of the river to the sea, 
Kneh has its capital, and is again subdivided inte 
certain districts, or pergtanulas 5 the goverment 
of the upper ulso being: shaved by a branch of the 
sane family as that ruling in the Jower comtry, 

Commuoncing wilh, the southern portion and 
Deliv of Che Tidus, we find Chat it unuiy eases 
the Delin of a great river is the division of soil 
avosh culdivatods butoalthough this rile obtnina on 
(he Nile, dit of the Tidus may be eousidered as 
forming an esception, for, though it yields so 
whundantly ii eles, TC is ahnest af spantureata 
growth, and there is otherwise Htde cultivated 
produce commensturate with (he moans toy fertility 
go wlimdantly provided. 

On the Nile, the strip of prodietive soil, alorded 
by the allwinl deposit, is very arrow, yet every 
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portion of it is cultivated with s enre and inclustry 
commensurate with its value. 

Canals ave ent from the river into the interior, 
the banks ave walled with masonry, hind wheels 
for raising water ave avery whore seen, and wivdnys 
crops refresh the eye; lub on the Indus, without 
inducement to labour, and under the oppression of 
a government indifferent to any wants Dnt (hose 
of semi-barbnrous recreation, the people raise only 
what may be required for their immediate sub 
sistence, and feel no auxiety for the agricultural 
improvement of the country, Unlike the eulli+ 
vated portion of the Nile, « move abvip of tine 
soil, bordered by the hopeless sands of the Libyan 
Desert, the greater portion of the Deltw of the 
Indus is capable of cultivation, but ih neverthe- 
less is overgrown with jungle, and on the ladus 
miles are travelled over country between ity deltas 
and the sea, where neither villages now cullivation 
meet the cye, nor aught indeed Int droves: of 
camels, feeding on the thorny bushes spring iy 
from a soil capable of producing most wlmudantly, 

The river Indus possosses in all eleven mouths; 
some are yel partially opon to navigation, ail 
others, by the casting up smd banks with various 
causes, have hecome inaccessible. A. little below 
the city of Tattuh, tho main stream divides into tive 
groat branches, and between these lies the Delta, 

The western branch, known as the Bitghr, is well 
cultivated on both its banks: the menus of irri. 
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gation with Persian wheela and water chamiels are 
frequent, and the cattle ave hoye, and apparently 
provided with good pastumges but hetween this 
branch and the eastern mouth of the river (he 
country ise mere waste in the dry season, muda 
swampy view growl duriug the inimuidations, al- 
though the efeets of these ave to prepare the Tard 
for yielding alimdantly of every deseription of 
produce, ‘The Della aeeupies w spuce af ahout 
seventy Hnglish iniles, and presents generally the 
appearnee of a level, overgrown with eunel (horn 
nad bashird cypress. Tis as well peopled as other 
purty, though the wandhs, ov Canpovary: villages 
seagteved abou iG are, dike theiv inhabitants, 
avretchad in the extreme, "The Siudhians, whe nave 
fond in the Delta, ave for dhe greater pret, wane 
deving and pastor) Ubes, dutta and dokine a 
Cow Bilttelifs feed their camels here, and fishemen 
veside nem the river banks, but the whoke pop 
lution, excluding the residents af the fiw tawis 
thud yet votinin, ix very trifling. 

One of the chief obstueles to the xatilement of 
euttle brecdobs and aygrieuthaeisty in the Della, is 
the diMenlty sometimes experienced of procuring 
suliciont quantivies of fresh water, whieh, tu conse 
queued of the sultness of that near the months nae 
erevka, must he procured fpom aprings wad wells in 
the inferior: this observation however only applies 
bo Che lower portions nen the sen, 

Comsequent on the light character off the sei) in 
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Lower Sindh, from sunvise to sunset. clouds of dust 
whirl over the country, from which the inluabitunts 
of the Delta partially protect themselves hy erveting,, 
litéle gyass huts, aud fencing them ehout with mnty 
made of the long coarse grass culled Keri, that, the 
people raise near the river banks us forage, ie the 
same manner thal they cultivate dense jungle, to 
secure to the Amirs theiy favourite Shikurgals, 
instead of useful crops of valuable cultivation, 

The climate of the Delta during the inundations 
of the Indus is noxious and unplewmnt, and 
owing to the abundant overllow to which it is 
exposed from the river, travelling is both diteult 
and unhealthy. 

On the Bagi orcek there yot remaing i celebeator 
place of pilgrimage known as Pir Puttin, whieh 
with its surrounding tombs and ruined cificos, 
stands ona crescent of limestone hills Inokhig: on 
the creek. The extent of walls still to by xeon ine 
duces 40 the opinion thate town of very considenmble 
size once stood hore; mid although w’Porsian fie 
scription over the door of a Minar asserts Hit. the 
Pir was a colemporary of the poot Sadi, the town 
was probably of much higher untiquity, laying 
perhaps originally flourished undev the tnd 
dynasties of Siudh.  Emrumerable remains of yeh 
architecture lic senttered over the hills, ut they 
are tangled with the milk bush and Pelt, and sur 
rounded by while-washed tombs and mounts of 
rubbish. 
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This sling is second only to that ol Sehiwin, and 
the Amins were wout to pry it inurked distinetion 
in the shape of satin dungings te the tomb, sued 
Kerdowinents fo it keepors, Tt is not much hier 
however, us the het is new a mere evoek aud 
little navigated, 

Exeopt the old capital of Lower Sindh, new 
known as ‘Tattah, a comparatively ruined town, 
stinding ow the apes of the Delta, there is Tile to 
intevest the Gaveller between [Hyderabad ant the 
Big, while nothing attracts tho eye Int the 
lambing geounds of the princes, whieh ndvanee like 
wwild Cavests to the water's edges A few fishevuen’s 
huts are the only habitations, and here and there 
strolling along the hank mey be xeen the servants of 
the Aminy, holding Jeushes of large Aftghmi dogs, 
ov heaving hawks upon theiy wrists, but ne appear 
ance of either vgrienlinee or econnnerces ‘The fea 
tires of the river bank mid gener] appease af (he 
sotthern portion of Sindh are very dissinilie to 
(hit nbove*the rocky barrier of Schwan. fn the for 
mer the seenery altermites between sandhills mad 
dense jungles Dnt in Che immediate neighbourhaud 
of Uytlemdhad isn few mmyge ef timestone hills, dhnt 
meet Che river at adbout twenty miles helow the 
eupital on Che western Daok, while on the easter a 
shuilay chain runs a eonsidermble disteniee upwards 
WHtiL it termites in the poiuton which [ydemdnaul 
is built. The general elammeter of Lower Sindly, wx 
seen front the river, taken from Che Delta upe 

nf 
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wards, presents deuse masses of treos formed hy the 
Shikurgehs, the vever-ceasiug cypress, stind-heaps, 
and limestone hills: habitations are few and the 
population scanty. "This division hag been completely 
sacrificed to the presiding passion of the chiets for 
sport: every point accessible from the cupital is 
devoted to game preserves, and the rico cullivation 
in the Delta itsell is the only exeeption to the 
general mile of unproduetiveness; but the country 
increases in populousness and fertility the higher the 
river is ascended beyond the Delta, because further 
removed from the bauetih influence of the selfish 
policy of its rulers, 

At Sehwun the Lukkf (ills join the river, 
forcing it into an castern channel, deop and rapids 
the strength given to the event is offen tis. 
chicvous; bunks giving way, trees being torn up, 
and villages washed away by th The refleetion 
from the rocks, also, inerenses the heat very 
materially, and the climate is always sultry aud 
disagreeable, ‘The afeet, however, dt thea hills 
which sureound Schwinn, aud the range on whieh 
ib is built, is extremely picturesque, and there is 
much about (he fort interesting to the traveller, 

The country wbout Schwtun (or Sewistin) is richer 
than ib is in any other parC ot Lower Sindh, and the 
neighbourhood being fertile, the town is well sup. 
plied —a desideratim. this, fi consequence of the 
mutnbers of pilgrims end tikirs who resort to the 
tomb of the celebrated Lal Shah Buz, a fiwourtto 
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with both Tfindtis and Mahommedans. The Lidus, 
or rather its branch ealled the Arrul, may be 
crossed by a forry about a mile ebove Schwun, and 
rood roads oxist on both banks only during the 
dry season,  Schwun is about lOO miles from 
Uydermbad. 

Northern Sindh, which extends from Sehwun to 
Subszulkdt, is an uninterrupted level, through which 
in serpentine course flows the river Indus,  Iin- 
mediately beyond the pass of Schwun, the great 
branch of the river known as the “Narra,” joms 
the main stream, which it leaves 280 miles beyond, 
ator passing through the luke Munehtr, an ex- 
panse of waste water probably 800 square miles 
in extent. ‘This additional means of fertility gives 
an advantage lo the upper division of Sindh, which 
is fully brought to bear; and the finest district 
in the whole country is that lying between Seh- 
wun and Larkhana, comprising, indeed, the greater 
portion of the western bank of the Tndus in 
nomhern Sindh; the eastern side is rahe more 
fortile in this division than the same portion of the 
lower conntty, 

Amid the generally avid, dveary, and sterile | 
character of the secnery of Sindh, Lake Munchur 
deserves especial notice, Tt forms a fair expanse 
of cul transparent water, lying bencath the moun- 
tins mnt suatounded with wich foliage; its still, 
deop, central chimnel, dangled with Totus flowers, | 
munong the dark plants of which rest the sinall 
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bonts, thut form tho flonting habitation of many of 


the Sindhian Suuiliesy, who subsist ou the fish 
which hete abound, and the immimerable yvariotios 
of water fowl that crowd ity margin. ; 

Tho interior of the country helaveen Lake 
Munehor and the sew is in its general appearance 
very far superior to any scenery to be found on 
the viver banks. The soil is hard, the ronds good, 
occasional ranges of hills, small lakes, surrounded 
with cypress trees 5 and a greater degree of cul. 
tivation is to bo found, but this is the ease only in 
the winter ov dry season, for caving: Che inmdation 
the whole becomes like the Della. mere swamp, 
where travelling is inrpossihlo and aaluve whan 
dant. 

Though not so capable a portion as (he Delta, 
the upper division of Sindh is more thiekly 
cultivated, for being beyond the Timity of the 
capital, the chiefs have allowed i€ to he appropriated 
otherwise than to their owt purposes of gratis 
fication; and having moreover uw mord tonteions 
soi] and double means of fertility derived bot frou 
the main stream aud the great beaneh of the Narra 
bofore alluded to, Upper Sindh is for a great 


portion of its extent a rich and valuable trae, 


partionlarly the western Dank, showing, ti fret, 
what the whole is capable of becoming if its fie 
eultios were fly brought to eur. Selvin 
_ divides the country into neurly equal portions 5 
“Dut there is a amarked diference hetweeu the 
climate, soil, and productions of exch, ‘ 


; 


man. iJ OW SLINDIL ie 


Tho whole of Lower Sindh is within the influ. 
cnee of breezes from the oecan, which temper the 
otherwise intolerable heat during the summer sol- 
\ptioo, but beyond Sehwun these are not felt, and 
the sus rays have fall and unmitigated offect. 
The change is immediate on passing the rocky 
bartier, which gradually advancing (rom the Hala 
Range to Schwun, closes in the river at that point. 
The climate of Sindh, generally, is considered to 
ho trying to the constitution, and it is reasonable 
to conclude that a low country constantly exposed 
for a greater portion of the year to the inundations 
of a viver like the Indus, must in its swamps and 
lukes possess the seeds of malaria anc disease, 
According to the native geographers, however, 
Sindh is held ag salubrious, and is thus described; 
“Sindh is blessed with a fine climate; the lower 
part is cool, the upper hot; the mornings invariably 
fresh and invigorating.” This latier is to a certain. 
extent true, for even in the northern parts of 
Sindh, whtore the nights ave nearly as hot as the 
day, (he daavn is comparatively cool and vefveshing, 
[love wv certain stagnation of aie appears to ocean, 
which, with a fierce sun, is for a great portion of 
the year very trying and even. severely felt, by the 
natives themselves. 

The Affghuas and northern tribes dread this 
climate so much thet they have a proverb which 
says, “The sun of Sindh will tum a white man , 
black, ent is sufficiently powerful to roast a 
voy” qhe latter has been proved by experiment 
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lo he no exageorations between the 28d and sot 
degree of Ny latitude, in the midst of dry sandy 
pleins, and with en alluvial soil, a high rage at, 
thermometer may be expected, 

The upper part of Sindh, though tho heal ix ul 
Toast 20 degrees greater throughout (he your than 
in the lower, is in reality the healthier of the (yo, 
which may be attributed to the exceeding dryness 
of the aumosphere, 

Fyaporation here takes place so rapidly Cuet its 
bad effects arc not Celt; the waters withdraw, mid 
in the space of ten or fifteon days Ue comlry is 
as dry as before the inunidations, whilst elsewhere 
a hind air contributes to delay the work of evar 
poration, and ab certain periads of (he your the 
lower part of Sindh is a complete Pontine marsh, 

The dews in the Delia are inerodlibly heavy, 
perticularly during certain months + the ettoet 
is that of heavy rain, wid the natives attribute the 
most noxious properties to Uhesa, aud pronomice 
thom inimical to longevity; suffice it (6 siy, asa 
proof of the diferent stinution fin whieh Upper 
and Lower Sindh ave held by the inhabitunta of 
the country themselves, dhit the servants el gos 
vermnent under tho Amira always received in 
eveased pay when serving in the Delta nud portions 
below Selwwuti. 

The diseases of Sindh ae those eommon to 
_ ndin: that fourtal pestilence, the cholera, mikes 
“ity periodical visitation, aud is very destructive 3 ib 
usually merehes up the river, fest appouring: tn 
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the Deltu. Sindh would appear to be particularly 
eatoulatad to produce ophthalmia, and otherwise 
engender eye complaints; and though such is the 

Neus it ix, in this respect, nob so bad as Tgypt, 
whore the inhabitants suffer so universully, Com 
paring the climates of the conntrics on the banks of 
the favo great rivers, Nile and Indus, the former 
would appear to have little advantage: the Khamsin 
winds of the Nile ave nearly as trying to the health 
as the hot winds on the Indus, The plague is 
never oub of ligypt, and the murrains of cattle are 
fourfid. (Tn. 1842, 140,000 died between the cata- 
roils and the seal) Jor amnoyances of insects 
mul vermin gypt distances all competition with 
wny other quarter of the globe: the land of the 
Nilo teoms with every ereeping thing ; that of the 
Tudus is comparatively free Crom this later species 
of mmoyance, 

Tv the crowded azaurs of the larger towns 
in Sindh, , the natives, particularly the [indhis, 
evince hy" their haggard looks and distended 
allomens the impurity and stagnation of the 
atmosphere in which they live; dropsy and on- 
lurged spleen are the usual complaints in these 
situntions, but here the foult is net, after all, 
so much in the climate as in the habits of the 
people, who are lotally apathetic to the ordinary 
means of preserving health and comfort, A great 
proof of the sullviness of some paris of Sindh is . 
evinced hy the natives of ull classes carrying fans 
during certain seasons 6€ the year, and in Schwan 
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and other (owns the shopkeepers are obliged to 
have w pmmkah suspended over their heads (whieh 
they gonerally work by means of the toes of the ; 
right foot): both these pulliatives: to heat are very 
vmuisnal in the East, except with Europeans. ‘The 
mountain tribes sey of Siudh—  Dozttk ist,” th is 
pandemoniun. 

Rain is unasual and uncertain in Sindh, as it 
does not come within the influence of the south. 
west or north-west Monsvons, though equinactial 
storms aud gules are generally experienced, partis 
cularly al the vernal equinox: these aro proveded 
by hurricanes and an atmosphere Ko hapregnaled 
with dusi, thet the sun is hardly visible. They 
generally oceur Cowards sunset, and have a suflo- 
cating efeot: but seldom nstimany hours, ‘Thunder 
storms ave of frequent ocenrrenee, fa thy upper 
part of Sindh, where portions of the country tHe 
beyond the influence of the waters of The bili, 
rain is looked upon as a blessing, Dnt lower down 
ib is depreented, and considered by the iuhabttiuits 
ay injurions to health aud mischievous to the crops. 

In alluding to the great heat of (he upper portion 
of the viver, (he nnntal renge of the thermometer 
kept at Sukkur during the year IROL is ap 
pended, It is not probably meh higher (han in 
some of our stations in the iaterior of Tndin, but the 
disudvantages consist ina tolul staguation of air, 

¢ which dofoats the artificial means elsewhere employed 
to mitigate the climate of the hot season, na alse an 
uninterrupted duration of (ying heat forseyen ov 
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eight months without tho counteraction of a rainy 
period, Where the hot winds or Simtms blow, 
they often become above Schwun dangerous in their 
fects, a8 vory melancholy resulls of inexperience 
in this matter on our first occupation of the country 
cun testify, The natives, aware of their power, 
avoid travelling at this season. Upper Sindh has, 
however, a lower temperature during the cold season 
than the country farther south, ‘The attire of the in- 
habitants proves this, as well as the thermometer, 
Instead of cotton and muslin garments worn through- 
out (he year in Tudia, the wealthy people in Sindh 
wer Hinglish broad-cloth, wadded silk, and chints 
dresses, Cashmere shawls, and rich thick scarfs of 
Multan manufacture, over which they commonly 
throw the warm posieen of Caubtil, or fur cloak, 
luving the dressed skin outside, richly and cu- 
viously embroidered. Persons who cannot afford the 
largo cloak wear spencers of the sane description, 
ancl the poorer classes coarse wootlen blankets. 
Karrachi is comparatively a delighifal climate to 
the sensation, always possessing a cool sea-breeze ; 
and it may be pronounced the smatarium of Sindh, 
for the thermometer at this station is seldom more 
than 90 degrees Fahrenheit at 2 maximum range of 
heal, whilst at Sukkur it would be 20 degrees higher. 
Kurrachi, however, notwithstanding these advan- 
tages, has proved uncongenial to the Furopean re- 
ginents there stationed; the troops have certainly 


been badly housed, and, as in any part of the East 
‘ 
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the fist indispensable to health is substantial pro- 
tection in the shape of lofty and otherwise well 
adapted buiklings, much mey be ableibuted ab chia, 
place to the absence of these, Excellent hurewcks, 
&e, are now in progress of ercetion, and Chere are, 
with these, no mpparent eanses why Kamachi should 
not be fully as salubrions or more so than Bomluy, 
where o considerable Muropean foree composes the 
garvison, Surrounded as Sindh is on every side 
by immense saudy plains and deserts wad exposed 
to such great heat, its river alone iuikes 14 upper 
division bearable in cliuate ov capable of lun 
location. 

The seasons in Sindh inay he classed as the lot 
und cold, the changes being so rapid Hat spring and 
anda are not experionecdt ‘Nhe hot season lusts 
from March to September: iee is hy ae menis 
tncommon jn Upper Sindh, and the vozetution ase 
snes all the appearmes of whiter in Muropes the 
Bilichi bills as fy sonth as Cundayn, mre enpped 
with snow. The natives divide (ho year into Chree 
ports — spring, summer, and winter, bub such cis. 
linclions do not in reality exist, particularly in 
Upper Sindh, for the heat gains so mpidly after the 
cold seuson, and (he latter suecocds so inunediutely 
on the hot, that the gradations ave hardly poreop- 
ible. ‘The cold season extends from Ostoher to 
March: this latter the Sinchiaus designate spring 
ov Bahar, hut the distinetion searecly oxisty, for hy 
the end of the month the heat is very ereui, and in 
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Apu] becomes severe;s a slight diminution of sultri- 
neas overs in September, but the change is only 
oxperienocd duving the nighé: the sun of Sindh 
MW wmoying even during its greatest southem 
declination. 

The situation of Sindh xelatively to the Indian 
QOvcan gives i greal advantages, which its former 
and more ancient possessors fully appreciated. Its 
anouths are accessible from the sea only during five 
months in the year, but it has always had a port of 
considerable importance in the Delta or to the 
westward, which latter communicated with the for- 
mer great marl md inanufacturing city of Tattah for 
newly nine months throughout the year. Kerrachi. 
is ut present the port resorted to for this purpose 
in supersession lo a certain extent of Dharajah or 
Tavthunder, on a western branch of the Delta, 
now no longer available. « 

‘Tho changeable nature of the river is nowhere 
more prominently witnessed than in the Delta 
wad the lower part of Sindh, whose geography is 
thus in the eourse of a very fow years completely 
altered. 

‘There is every reason to believe, therefore, that 
all arguinents respecting the ancient site, not only 
of places ucwr, but even of the Delta itsclf, must be 
resolved inlo mere conjecture, since, as an instance, 
within the memory of many, that is, during even a 
space of three and a half to four years, the city of 
Tattah is at least one and a half or two miles 
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further from the river, than it used to hes older 
authorities remark the sme phenomena at this 
particular point, wid thas in a prenter or Tess 
devvee, according to accidental circtmnstinees, dog's 
the same cause work Chiroughout the whole of 
Sindh, At Sukkuy, Rorl, below [lyderabud, aud 
at Jerrak, vocky )arviers intermuph on the western 
bank its progress at those particular spots, Tut 
claewhore it has ful liberty to choose tty con. 
stanlly changing course, through an under soil 
so light and (rinble, Chat it caunot withatuid the 
action of such a mighty rush of water evew for 
one hour. 

The geographical features of such a country ure 
very peculiar, ‘Towns, once of commereint tins 
portance, ave now no longer valuable for the ob- 
jects of teallie: Uo facilities aforded by the river 
being withdrawn, und ils advantages lost, ports 
which were resorted to for the whole trade of 
tho Indus ava rnined and abuidoneds and por: 
lions ab some periods cultivated mul productive, 
aro, in the eourse of a short space of lime, often 
converted into desert Quote. ‘The natural sloth 
of the natives of Sindh induces them alwuys to 
choose theixy loculities near the river, where subs 
sistonce is casily obtained, and in this way (hoy 
often suffer, for whole villages aro in the course of 
A season swept away by ils torrent. ‘The noise of 
the filling banks of the Tadus, when hewd upon 
the strenu during went night, resembles the 
constant discharge of distant artillery. 
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The whole surface of Sindh for a greater portion 
of its extent being cut up into canals and water- 
courses, ils traffic daving the inundation of the 
Aver is confined to the stveam. 

Thova are few roads, and the ordinary Iand routes 
aro completely impeded during the floods. Tho 
poorer natives journeying, therefore, from the 
upper portion of the river to the lower, are in the 
habit of committing themselves to the stream, se- 
curing their safety by a closed carthen vessel, which 
they strap round their loins; in this way the 
Sindhians may be often seen during the height of 
the inundations, making their way from village to 
village, 1t should be romarked, however, that the 
Minniy and tribes living near the river, aro as 
much at home in the wator as out of it; they may 
reilly bo termed amphibious, for with an inflated 
goat-skin, ov & common earthen jar, they cross the 
stream, curing its most turbulent season, or at its 


proatost brendth, 

‘Tho huis in seme parts of Sindh ab this period 
of inundation ave furnished with a raised platform 
thout taventy feet fron. the ground, on which is a 
snall reed granary for tho reception of the grain 
and seeds, as the only means of keeping then dry, 
and where also the inhabitants sleep. 

There is one evil in Sindh connected with the 
extent of the overflowing of the river, that must 
nol he forgotton; it is the plagues of gnats, which 
we engendered by the mud when the inundation 
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recedes. The torments of these are in places so 
formidable, that whole villages and commuitics 
residing immediately on the river are obliged to, 
mnigrate, and the largest animals of the counter : 
buffiloes, camels, or horses, would be soon de 
stroyed if exposed (o their constunt attacks, This 
insect is a very small smubfly or iuidge, tir 
worse than the mosyuitoe in Usa quality of ter- 
mentor, for the enemy is foo simul to resist by 
ordinary ancthods, nnd penetrates irresistibly. 
Many parts of Sindh are free from this amoyance, 
but portions of the country subjeeted ¢o tumdations 
are more or less liable to this species of vexation. 
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CHAP. IL, 


Unhospitable Appearance of the Country — Capable of Impiove- 
ment——Const of Sindh. WTarbour of Karrachi,—~Piineipal 
Towns, ~- Kart achi,—Crocola, —~Tattah, —Vildkur,—Iyder- 
abad, — Mirptix, — Omarkét — Sehwun, ~ Larkhana, — 
Khyrpay, —- Sakkw, —- Rori, — Shika pir, — Tundas, — 
General Description of Sindhiau Lowns, — Bazaars, — Routes 
communicating with Sindh, 


Tr foregoing remarks certainly draw any thing 
but a pleasing picture of the climate and ge- 
nerel features of Sindh; and in all truth it must 
he confessed, that while itis undoubtedly a country 
highly favoured by position, and by the never- 
ceusing cuuses of fertility in its river, it is at the 
Mune Line so grossly mismmaged as to its agri- 
eultiual capabilities, tat of ils own seamty popu- 
lution a grtat portion depend for subsistence on 
the fish so oxtensively found in the river. Its 
gener appearance is a jungly wilderness: its river, 
instead of (ertilising, overspreads the land like a 
wild waste of water, and spontaneous vegetation 
takes the place of cultivation; but it must be re- 
membered, that with a country so situated as the 
one now describing, mueh depends on the artificial 
au ncchanical means used to assist nature as well 
as 1o countoract its effects. If these were employed 
c3 
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in Sindh, the whole country would asainne uw very 
different aspect; draining, or in other word ox. 
tensive cultivation, would tend inuerially to alter, 
its genoral climate and features, anda better aystovd 
of goverment would foster a larger population, 
Sindh is in the tnanedinte veighhourhoad of conn 
tries ill provided for, or periodicnlly subjected to 
the most severe visitations of fuuine, the inlubit- 
ants of whom now migrate to Che aost distant 
portions of Western fudia, nob because (hey id 
not know the eapubilities of Sindh, Jad heeause 
they could not hy any possibility locute themselves 
thers, under a system of iniseule, ‘The jungles 
and immense Wacts now vsurped by tunarisk 
bushes and rank vegetation, might yet however 
he vecluimed to the plough, for in the Magt deve ds 
no want of labourers to GIL the soil, if the induce 
ment be only offered to them to doxo,  Siadh will, 
therefore, there is every eeayon tu hiape, become 
hereafter a fiw diferent coutitey thin db has Deon 
for many centuries sinee tho Lindt mile, mid 
will pub forth those advantages whieh it pos. 
sesses in gommmon with (he (rets watered by Che 
Jumma, the Cunges, ov the Nilo; its general 
deenry aspect and inhospitable futures widerwohag 
proportionate modifiention, 

The coust of Shulle is particulaly dangerous 
during the height of the soullewest monsoon, for a 
period of aboub four months; for the whole toree 
of the Indian Ocean beating upon it, it is Chen 
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lotully unapproachable by native eratt, and den- 
gevous to all, ‘Chis occurs (rom May to September, 
qui Che same rule applies to the coust of Knttywar 
dad gull of Gutch, with e clearer bar at the mouth 
of the Kaumnuchi creck, however it might be entered 
hy strong steamers al any time, A ridge or prong 
of voeks rims out from the point Mantra, and is 
very dangerous to evoss when the sea is high and 
rough. 

Karvachi is capable of great improvement as a 
liwhowr, Tt has mm advantageous promontory for 
w lighthouse (and one is about to be erected) ; 
under this, on tho eastern side, vessels may anchor 
in tolerable security, except during very heavy 
weather. The ereck which leads from this point 
(Manta) to the town is small for any but 
native ovafl, and is so choked up with mud, that 
the simllest boats can only run up close to the 
londing pluce at high water, A sorb of jotty has 
lutely heen, thrown Out, which is calculated to 
hovome of great aysistanco in facilitating the land- 
ing aid loading of morchandize; but the eveck 
would require to be cleared cre any substantial 
huprovement were effected, 

Sindh is reached from Bombay in about four 
days’ slowning, the direction being N.N.W., and 
tlie point to he mado Cape Monze, which is the 
southern extremity of the Uulla or Bikich moun- 
Leina, sopuating Sindh from the Kilat territories, 

The priueipel plives of importance in Sindh 
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at the present day ure the following, Wiough seine 
of them would hardly deserve Che mane of towns 
ov capitals of districts th ov own Ludian provinces, 
Near the Delta stand Kevracht and Tatiul, Kad 
vachi is a aniserable-looking town, containing about 
8000 inhabitaits: ib derives iportames Crome its 
position, however, a8 the only port of Sindh, and a 
large military cantomment of our troops erected 
here has added considerably to the trade and 
prosperity of the place, ‘The eountry in its vicinity 
is a perfect desert: ib imports the whole of its 
supplies from Sindh, Bombay, or Guairat, Kav. 
vachi is properly situated in’ Mikrau, md) was 
annexed to the Kitlat territories; iu it was 
wrested {vom that state by Pulte ANE Talpity, and 
now forms a portion of the Sindhian poswscssions, 
A creek runs up front Karvachi to Gurral within 
twenty-fou miles of ‘Tattah, end thus (he com 
nication with the Tndus at the liter place is cusily 
kept up. ‘To those interested iu the aieient 
geography of Studly and the meareh of the grou 
Macedonian conqueror, ib my be sitistietory to 
know that there is Tittle doubt the modem Kav 
tachi was (hit Crocola, whence Neurehus started 
with his fleet to sail along the eoast of Milan 
md Porsin, ‘The place is sittmted inn cistriet 
still called Ader. 

Karrachi carries on a brisk (rade with Crteh, 
Kattywar, Bombay, the Malabar coust, Mnseat, 
Zanzibar, mid Bunder Abbas. he distinee from 
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Karracht to Tattah by land is seventy miles, forty 
of which are over a desert country, where water is 
wearea, This voute is not frequented by the mer- 
thant, except during the dry senson, when goods 
are transmitted the whole way to the northern 
exlwanily of Sindh by eamel carriage, to avoid the 
weary delay of the river passage. The time con 
sumed by land to Shikupiir is twenty 10 twenty- 
five days. Kurvachi is one hundred miles by land 
from the capital ULyderebad. To the northward 
aud westward of the town ave some gardens well 
planted with mangoe and other trees, and supplying 
fvom wells the only water expable of being used 
by our troops ov the inhabitants of the town. 
Taituh, once the capital of the Delta, was formerly 
a place of great renown for its trade and manu- 
fneliives, but ils glory has completely departed : it 
presents a vriped and deserted appearanes, and, 
where th bousted formerly 8000 looms ,and, until the 
hog hining of the proscng coudury, was famous for its 
. : ‘ 
embroidery and asilk fibele called Liinght (answer 
tug very much to thoso rich stuffs of silk, cotton, 
aud gold tissue for which Almnedabad was formerly 
so celebrated), these arg now obLained with difficulty, 
aud the heltor sort only when especially ordered. 
Tabtah had a population estimated at 80,000; now 
it does not. probably contain a tenth of that 
meunber, 16 is situated near the apex of the Delta, 
ina low plain, on the western bank of the tiver, 
much exposed to inundation, The town is af times 
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so mune floeded that the foundations of dhe 
houses are required to he of bricks, or tore en 
durable materials than the mud and plaister ins 
common use throughout the country. ‘The elimute 
of Tatlah is particularly bud A foreo of native 
troops stationed here on our fivst occupation off (he 
country was completely disorganived by sickness 
arising from the malaria of this swampy place, 

Jé hay tho remains of a line Mitsjfd, built hy one 
of the deputies of Arungaih, end the Malin 
hills to the S,E. ave occupied as extensive Mahou 
median burying-gromds, where are some henutiful 
tombs of former governors and holy men, Tathue 
was long the seat of govermnent in Siudh, aud 
under the Mogul dione, the lieutenants deputed 
to the country vesided here. Tu (he vieinity ave to 
be seen the ruins of a large fortified Cown, known 
as Kallian Kéts Dut there wre neither legendas or 
recorly to loud to any clucidution of its history, Tt 
hus some Mahormuecin romuitis, whieh would appeuw 
not to entitle ib to any very high antiquity. 

Tabtah, it should be observed, las heen variously 
disputed, as the sito of the anelent Puttala, ab 
the apex of (he Deltas but as the shitting charactor 
of the river daily removes this town farther {rom 
the stream (as elsewhere explained), tave thousand 
years may bo tiirly considered as too long a period 
lo adhnit of speentaion as fo its position ab the 
period of Alexander's mareh, 

Tn the Delta, Vikkur, on the Mujamri mouth, is 
the Just remaining accessible port of Chat portion of 


ES a TT ee Eero ao ea 


omar, ni] ON SINDIT. 27 


the river: it has a fluctuating population of about 
1000 people, and is only of importance as a lauding 
place for goods transmitted imto the river direct 
during the short period of its being accessible. 
Dharajah, on the western branch of the Delta, was 
formerly a place of importance as being the port of 
Tattah during its palmy days of trade and pros- 
perity ; but the river has much deserted this arm, 
and the port has lost its value. Mughribi, situ- 
ated on the castern arm of the Delta, is a pretty 
place, and carries on a brisk trade in rice, the 
stuple grein of the lower country and Delta. 
Jervuk, situated above Tattah, on the same bank 
of the river, is a neat town, and its effect from 
the viver is remarkably pleasing, in consequence of 
the almdunee of foliage around it, in the form of 
Shikuygahs: it alyo occupies a commanding site 
on tt ledge of rocky hills overlooking the stream. 
Beyond the Deltw is Iydorabad, the modem 
capital, Iuilt hy the Faloras, the dynasty preceding 
that of the “Calpdvs which has now fallen, Tly- 
derabad is advantageously situated in the extremity 
of w ridge of limestone hills, which run for many 
iiles porallel to the river on its casiern bauk ; it 
consists of w high and very extensive fortifica- 
tion, with a long street or bazaar running for nearly 
a mile wong the crest of the hill, The sea breezes 
vouch Lyderabad, and this, coupled with its situation 
which is very central, causes it to be chosen as the 
seat of government, [t has an exceedingly pic- 
turesquc mppeurance from the river, a branch of 
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whieh called the Mulldi (the dry hed formed the 
field of the late glorious action) ims close ander 
the walls, and is planted on ity Dunks with song 
very beautiful gardens, Uyderabad was erected 
by Ghiflam Sheh of he Kalora dynasty, on the site 
of the ancient Netamkdt, famous as hetug the first 
fort which yielded to the Mahommedan eins on the 
invasion of Sindh, ‘The fort and citadel were solely 
appropriated to the use of the Amirs aud their 
families, and here they vesided in independent state 
and with separate establishments, fn Asiatic wer 
fare Ltyderabudl would be deemed ahnest: improy 
neble; but tts formidable appenmanes belies its real 
strength: the walls ave mounted wilh some heavy 
pieces of ordiumee, mid surmount voeky hill whieh 
has been searped. Tn Lieutenant Burnes & Bokhar” 
there is a very accurate view of Che Shudhian enpital 
tuken by Captain Grindlay frome the Mallat brah 
of the viver 3 it is about theee miles from the mun 
stroam, ‘To the westward of the town, (whieh hy 
thoway, although the eapitil ty of the mast poverty 
abvicken aud miserable appearunes,) ave some bean 
tif tombs of the ‘Palptir chief, the marble fete 
works in (he interior of whieh have always excited 
the wdhnimuion of the visitor. 

Hastward of Iyderabadt is Minprir, dhe strong 
hold of a chieftain of the Talpiv house, wad still 
further towards the desert, Omarkdt, uated as the 
birth-place of tho ilustrions Akbar s this was long 
looked typon as the dopository of the necumilated 
wealth of the Kuloras and Talptirs, and the point 
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in which the chiels would make a stand in case of 
an invasion of their country. 
« Schwun, built on the extremity ofa spur from tho 
Rilichi range which here juts into the river, is the 
only portion of Sindh recognizable as described by 
the Grecks, and an old fortification that now stands 
had its origin probably in Alexander's expedition: 
it was always a place of military importance, as it 
commands the passage of the river ; but it is now 
much dilapidated and of trifling extent. It is held 
in greal sanctity by pious Mahommedans, from the 
gorgeous tomb of a noted saint who was buried 
here, and whose fame is universal also throughout 
India and the countries adjacent to Sindh. The 
town is infested with religions meondicants and 
beggars of every description, and coupled with its 
smuctily it has also, inconsistently enough, a high 
vopubution for ils conviczans. Vor heat, filth, and a 
disvepulable population Schwun is pre-eminently 
dsilingnished, us before observer: itis the boundary 
between (he two great divisions of the country, and 
ja the capital of a district known as Sewistan. 
Beyond Schwun is the large town of Larkhana, 
containing ebout 5000 inhabitants, the capital of one 
of the most fortile districts in Sindh, being that 
watered by the Indus, and the large branch called 
the Narrah before mentioned: it throws off below 
Sukkur, Larkhana, like most of the towns in Sindh, 
prosonis a miserable and dilapidated appearance, 
though it bears evident marks of haying been at 
one line aplace of considerable size and importance ; 
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wv levee canal from the river wfords means of water 
communication during the floods, This und Soluyun 
aro on the western bank; on dhe eastern is Khyrpiie, 
the eapital of Upper Sindh, and the seat of govern. 
ment of that portion of the fmuily who divided the 
possession of this country, under a singular system, 
of participation in power.  Khyrpiir is a small 
and insignificant place, though situated in a very 
vich combry; near this was the sent of goverment 
of the old Hindi rajahs, fvom whom Che coumtry 
was conquered by the Moslems, About sixteen 
miles south of Khyrpiv is Dif, the stronghold of 
another member of the Talptr funily, who rules 
independently in baronial style: it is surrounded by 
a wall and fortifientious, and is in the Minweh 
branch of the Tndas mevigablo only tor about theca 
months in the your, 

Tn the centro of the stream, nearly opposite Rort, 
is the cclebrated fort of Bukkur, and on the awestern 
bank Sukkur now designatad’ © Vietoria on tho In 
dus?” thelatter is the silo ofa British eanfonment, and 
boing sitnated on an clovated spot overlooking and 
commanding: tho passage of the atream, isin every 
way advantageous for the purpose required; these 
me imporluné points in Sindh, and on (hoe river, 
whose scenery by the way at this purtiewar part 
assumes the most pieturesqite appeamnes, ‘There 
are fow finer views in. the world perhaps (hin that 
of the mighty Tndas at this part of dts eousa, 
The eastern bank is clothed with bewititil gardens 
(velebrated Dy Persian poets as those of Buburli) 
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of date, acacia, pomegranate, and other trees. These 
extend for many miles dgwn the stream. The old 
fort of Bukkuv, round which the river rushes with 
immense velocity, is situated on a high rocky island 
ovidently disengaged from both banks by the action 
of the stream, which formerly took a more eastern 
direction at this part of its course, for the ruins of 
the old Ifind’ capital still to be scon are ten miles 
to the castward of Bukkur, yet that city was 
siluated on the Indus, and the old bed of the river 
is distinetly to be traced. 

Opposite Sukkur is the old town of Ror, built 
high and overhanging the stream ; it was formerly a 
place of great size and commercial importance, but 
now vedueed by the rapacity of the Khyrptr Amirs, 
On the sinall hills and islands near Rorf ave some 
very beautiful tombs of Mahommedan saints, onc of 
which is snid to be so sacred to every thing Sindhien, 
that the fish of the river, particularly the Pulsh, 
pay vespeet to it, by afever turning their tails when 
receding frdm ib! Sukkur, Rorf, and Bukkur ave 
esteemed very sacred by the Mahommedans: they 
had formorly large colleges and establishments of 
Seytuds and holy men, whose minarets and tombs 
still contribute to add to the picturesque appenr- 
anoa of this part of Sindh, A pretty building, oc- 
cupied as the residence of the British authority, is 
rected on the western bank. This is also the 
hent-quartors of our steamers and flotilla on the 
Tudus; the British sailor here mixes in the groups 
of swarthy Sindhians, Parsi traders, Punjaubis, 
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Bildehis, and Windustanis, Our position linc in 
fused a degree of animation and bus(e info the 
place, whieh is very un-Sindhinn; w large lores is 
stationed here, and it is proposed to ereet derricks 
and other secommodation for European troops. he 
large military bez al Sukkur ia a very busy mid 
varied seona: the poor Waders of the comtry here 
scok an asylum from oppression and extortion not 
to be found elsewhere; and if matters in Sindh had 
remained. on their old footing, we might, by simple 


invilution, have attracted the bulk of the Crude of 


the upper country (o this particular spot. 
Shikarpiv, tho preat mart of Sindh, and the eily 
of greatest commercial importance beyond tho 
Indus, from its extensive banking taflienee over 
the whole of Central Asin as well ag other countries, 
is situated ubout 24 niles NW. from Ute river at 
Sukkur, on the high rout to Candaline, by the 
greal pass of the Bolan, We had ay large establish 
ment and a considerable force here so long: na our 
avinies wore hoyond the Aftghan pa&sea; bute on 
their withdrawal, the necessity vo longer appearing 
to exist, wo abundoned Shikurpi, [ty position 
will always give ite divest Inftuenee on the Gudea 
of the Indus and countries beyond; it shaves with 
Maltan the tide of one of Uhe Gates of Khorasan, 
and contains 22,000 inhabituils, according to an 
aeeurate census taken by the withers it is walled 
in, bub is in a very dirty und dilapidated states the 
large bazaar, Cor whieh it is fmnons, is half wmile in 
extent, and the wally make a eirenit af pearly three 
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miles, A. rich country extends for about twenty 
miles, und then all is a mere desert; and the extent 
sof Sindh is here defined by the territorics of the 
Kilat chief and his predatory subjects. Subzulkdt, 
the last remaining place of any moment, is about 
G0 miles above Rori on the same side of the river: 
the town is a fort of moderate size, but the lands in 
the vicinily are valuable from their great produc- 
tiveness, particularly in cotton. The Daodpttra 
country here commences. : 

Though the above constitute nearly all the towns 
in Sindh of any size, or such as may be considered 
worthy of present notice, there are numerous others 
of smaller dimensions, and a great number of what 
are called Tundras or Tundas, which are the chief 
places in districts held as jahgivs by Bilichi chiefs, 
Zamindars, or Scyuds, and other sacred characters, 
and which always bear the title of the party to 
whom the grant was originally made, There is 
very little deviation in the general character of the 
towns in Sindh: nearly all ave suerounded with 
wvalls, which aro intended to be fortifications, but 
are of w vory rude kind, and in complete disrepair, 
being built of nud, abont twenty fect high, and 
pierced for matchlocks; in the contre of the place 
is a bastion or citadel overlooking the surrounding 
country. Tho Jwits and pastoral classes fold their 
{locks outside, nnder the walls, against which they 
bnild their reed huts. Every place in Sindh 
swarms with village curs, the Pariahs of India; and 
D 
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these, in tho absence of wry police, are valuable, va 
keoping a constamt and vigilart watel. The 
Wands, or moverble villages of the pastoral popu, 
lation, are generally composed of reed mats strelohed 
across rough boughs of the tamarisk + sugh aro also 
the materials generally employed by the fishermen 
and others living on the banks of the river; the 
houses are generally of one story, and Mat-roofed; 
in the cities the dwellings ave npper-roomed, the 
apavunents small and i ventilated. It is inpos. 
sible to conceive any thing se fly as the interior 
of a Sindhinn town: overy iuhabitané makes a 
common sewer of the front of his dwelling 5 the 
narrow passage, scarcely admitting a laden enol, 
is nearly blocked wp with ding heaps, in which 
recline in Iny caso packs of Sat Pariah dogs, from 
whom the stranger, particularly wv Christin (hey 
are true Moslems these dogs), need expeet little 
mercy. lies are so plentitd, that the children’s 
faces ave nowly hidden by them, and it is ntlorly 
impracticable in aw lnuchor'y ov provers xhop to 
diseorn a particle of whut is exposed for sale, Add 
to these mero ontlines, crowded streets of thy 
people, an intolerable stench, and a ayn which 
would voust an eg; somo fitiat iden may be 
formed of « Siudhian town ov eitys the inhabitants 
gonerally sleep on the roofs of their horses for 
coolness, 

Ono main atveet constituting the Ina ia ae 
ways a principal feature in a place of any: size, 
These hazaus have mats and other coverings 
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stretching from house to house, as a protection 
agaist the ficree rays of the sun. Except the 
pazaars of Grand Cairo, few places of a similar 
kind present such vivid, strange, and yet inter- 
esting groups, as the great strect of Shikarpur, 
frequented as it is by the merchants of both Cen- 
tral Asia and those of Eastern and Western India: 
the full pressure of business generally takes place 
about four o'clock; and then amidst clouds of dust, 
in an atmosphere of the most stifling closeness, and 
anid the loud din of perfect chapmanship, may be 
scon some of the most characteristic features of the 
sovicty of the Kast, 

The haughty Moslem, mounted on his fine Kho- 
rasa steed, decorated with rich trappings, himself 
wearing the tall Sindhian cap of rich brocade, and 
a scarf of gold and silk, jostles through the crowd, 
between whom a way is opened by the Sitdhian 
soldiors, who precede and follow him; then follows 
the Affghan, with w dik blue scarf cast over his 
breast, his long black hair falling in masses on his 
shouldors, his olive cheek tinted by the mountain 
breeze, and his eyo full of fire and resolve. We 
have wlso the Seyud of Pishin in his goat's-hair 
clonk, the {rir [Loratf, the merchant of Candahar, 
with flowing garments and many-coloured turban, 
the tall Patan with heavy sword, and mien caleu- 
latod to court offence, while among the rest is the 
filthy Sindhian, and the small, miscrable-looking, 
orinping Tlind, owning perhaps lacs in the neigh- 
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bouving streets, Int fearing the oxactions of the 
Amivs, ‘These prosont a fairy sample of the groups 
who erowd the principal stveat of Shikurpie; bub 
we miss the wild Bilttehi with his pladted hair 
wid ponderons turban, his sword, metelloek, und 
high-brod mave; bub the frechooter of the desert 
loves not cities, and is rarely avon tn thom. 

Avery large portion of the population of Sindh, 
however, ave pastoral, particularly in the neigh. 
bourhood of Cuteh to the castward, wid westward 
towards the desert wend hills they occupy ev ride 
deseription of Init, nade of reeds mud movenble at’ 
pleasure; the dryness of the ntmosphere admits of 
this. Sindh was formerly more extensive ino 
northerly direction, but the rapaeity of the lute 
Rajah of Lahore, Raujit Sing, stripped the indolent 
Airs of muy points on tho river verging on his 
dominions, to which luiter these have been o- 
nexed: such are Kio Sashmer and Rezim, ports 
of considerable trde, on the weston bok above 
Sukkiry, but now appertaining te the Punjuib 
monarchy, "The earlier histories of Shidle daseribo 
many largo cities, and indeed wv degree af populous 
ness mil prosperity sines departed. 

The “ Ghueh Neneh,” which is the principal 
Porsim menuaerips athovity consnited fi the 
history of Sindh, to be hereafter alluded to, says 
that “ this territory extended to the east as fav as 
Cashmir and Kin); west to Mikran and the sen; 
south to the territories of the ports of Burak and 
Deas amd north te Candihiary, Seisten, and the 
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mountains of Stdiman, Girwan, and Kynakdn,” 
which is certainly an immense kingdom, embracing, 
indeed, nearly the whole of the north-west frontier 
on and beyond the Indus, and comprising a great ~ 
portion of Guzirat. The whole country is subdi- 
vided into districts, in most of which’ is a small 
fort, constituting the principal point in such dis- 
trict: here the revenue servants of government, or 
the chicftains in feudatory state, take up their 
abode, The revenue divisions of Sindh are also 
in many parts guided by the canals and other 
outlets of inundation from the river, such means 
of fortility giving titles elsewhere only applied to 
Porgunnahs or districts. 

Roads communicate with Sindh from Cutch at 
various points across the Runn of Cutch and Thurr, 
ov little desert, travelled by the merchants who 
wade in ghee between the two countries ;— from 
Sonmiani by the small pass through the mountains 
wostavard of Karachi,” a distance of about 50 miles, 
used by the Kilat traders, as Sonmiani is the road 
to Tats, Beila and Kilat. From Jeysulmir across a 
desert tract castward from Khyrptx in Northern 
Sindh, distance about 150 miles; by this route also 
the traders between Pali in Marwar and Sindh 
carry on their traffic; from Candahar through. the 
Bolan pass across the deserts of Catchi to Shikar- 
pur; this immociate means of communicating with 
the upper country, or as it is styled in general 
terms Khorassan, gives a particular value to Sindh : 
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al no other point own this be effected with w land 
eartinge ofonly 250 miles, ‘There ix also a road to 
the Indus near Sele or Larkhens from the 
Upper Biltich country through the Gundy pass, 
From Mittuukot, Milian, Dhers Chaat Khan, ai 
Dern Tsmacl Khan, Lahore, and the whole of 
the ports or mats on the Indus, or Prngjanb, 
by the banks of the stremn. From Bhawulpir 
by way of Khanptiv and Subsndkdt, these latter 
land routes are used diving he inundations when 
tracking against the stream is a leugthy and tedious 
operation: ab other times the viver Tidus ev the five 
streams, ifs {ributavies, is Che line of communication 
with Sindh from all places to its north, northeaal, 
and north-west, neeessible hy (heir means, 
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Classification of the Inhabitants of Sindh. — Mahommedans — 
Jutts and cultivating Tribes. —Bilachi military Class, —~ 
Foudatories, — Obedience to Chiefs, — Costume, — Women.— 
Axing, — Character, — Music and Nautch Women. — Seyuds 
or oly Men, —Probable Jewish Origin of Bildchis.—Passion 
for Field Sports, — Expense of preserving Game. — Names of 
Bilach ‘Tribes in Sindh, —~ Miani Fishermen and Bontmen on 
the Thdua, 


Uwem, the conquest of Sindh by the Mahommedans 
in the year of the Hojira 93 (a. pv. 711), the govern- 
ment and country was purcly Hindu, but its fanatical 
invaders, after expelling the aboriginal inhabitants 
from their pyincipal cities, either compelled. them to 
embrace the faith of Tslam, or drove them to seek 
sheltcr among the fastnesses of the western moun- 
tains. 

The inhubitants of Sindh under the late rule of 
the Amirs may, asin India, be classed Mahommedans 
and Tlindts: of the former are Biltchis, Jutts, 
and other peaceable classes, the warlike and the 
agricultural, or the industrious and the predatory, 
the aggregate being Mahommedans ; for although 
a very considerable mumber of Hindtig are to be 
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found in the principal towns aud all over Sindh, 
they are naturalised foreigners, induced to Kettle 
in the country by its commerce, Uieir wealth, 
giving them the suffermiee of Government 5 ati the 
sane time they are tyrannically oppressed: both 
religiously and soctully. 

The principal of the cultivating and pastoral 
classes in Sindh ave the Jutts, who in all proba. 
bility ave the aboriginal Wind inhabitants con- 
verted to Islamism. 

The ducts, like all the tribes in these couutetos, 
aro divided into tmumerable subdivisions culled 
Kouns, wid ave ew haed-working oppressed race, 
oconpying themasdlves tn vearing canels, feeding 
flocks, ov eultivating the soil, 

They avo divariably Comd in Jarge commnitios, 
-olten living in temporary huts or Wands, aad ai. 
grate all over Siudh anc its contines as shepherds 
in search of pasture Where this is net the ease, 
they aro foaming servants Gither ef athe Biltehi 
chiefs or wealthy Zmunindars, who repay their 
labour with a modiouns of the prodiee, 

Th some few fuxtuiees only throughout Sindh 
does this class obtain any distinetion, and then it 
is ag considerable turers and cultivators, 

The ditis area quiet inoffensive class, and 
oxecudingly valunble subjects to the Sindh site, 
but have hitherto beeu much depressed. ‘Miely 
wonen are throughout the counbey noted tor thetp 
heanty and, fo their eredit, be it utso spoken, for 
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their chastity, They work as hard as the men, 
and the labour of tending, driving home ’ their 
flocks, milking the cattle, &c. is fairly divided. 
The Jutts ave very numerous, and form a large 
division of the population of Sindh, though seldom 
found in the towns, but dispersed over the whole 
face of the country, particularly eastward to the 
desert tract which separates Sindh from Cutch, 
known as the Runn on which this tribe rear large 
flocks of camels. There are other pastoral and 
peaccablo classes besides the Jutts of Mahommedan 
persuasion, such as the Khosas in Upper Sindh, 
Seik Lobana in the Delta, and emigrants from 
the Punjaub, who*have in many instances become 
unalgamated with the people of the country. The 
Khosas become a predatory tribe on the eastern 
confines of Sindh, verging towards the Outch 
torritorics, where they are very. troublesome. 
There aro also on the castern boundaries Rajputs 
located as wandering” herdsmen. The Daodpiixas 
who inhabit generally the country of thet name in 
the north are to be met with in various parts of 
Sindh, The Sumahs are Jutts, though they are 
generally known by tho former title. Such are 
also the Machis and numerous other subdivisions 
of tho Jutt wibes. 

The Juti is as inseparable from the camel 
throughout Sindh, as the Arab from his horse in 
Arabia; they are invariably camel drivers and 
feeders, and ave consulted on every occasion where 
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the hentth or eMeieney of this hivalnable minal is 
in question. 

The Bilichis of Sindh ave the dominant party 
as the Intest conquerors of the country, and emne 
from the mountainous regions (o The westward, 
invited by the rich valley of the fudus; Uwy uve 
fendatory holders of the soil, an indolent and 
insolent race, before who even the Inte ruling 
princes wore obliged to quail; for with meas in thelr 
hands, and looking upon the country as their own, 
their chiefs being in a measure elective, they 
exorcised unbounded control over the administra: 
tion of tho affirs of the conntyy, constitating a 
complete military despotian, — * 

Thove are innmnerable divisions and subdivisions 
of the Biltchi Gibes in Sindh, all tracing a connnen 
origin, howovey, Co (hose now living in dhe western 
mountains, and all Jooking up to certain tribes as 
their superiors, suchas the Rinds aad odiers, who 
are located in Catehi beymid Gnudave. In die 
way thera is much of Chat fianily pride muongat 
thom, which in Tudia, and amongst the Rajmiia 
anawers to cnsto, ‘The Bilielis in Sindh ave not 
so mnscular op Tape atatived as their brethren 
of the colder inomntainous region of Kilet and 
Catehi, thongh they are powerftl and athletic for 
Asiatios, 

The chiefs wae mimy of them commanding and 
dignified, though haughty in thety bearhiyg and 
manor, but, as a class generally, they ave bar. 
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barously ignorant even to a proverb, wild, and 
untractable. A Bilichi would unhesitatingly beard 
«tho Amizs of Sindh in open durbar, when his 
feelings weve at all excited, for he acknowledges 
no respect of persons, 

The Bihichis are Jahgirdars and feudatories, 
occupying forts, or, rather, fortified villages, 
throughout the whole country. The constant 
feuds which are occurring between tribes renders 
this precaution absolutely necessary. The chiefs 
of any distinction generally live at or near the 
enpilal, visiting their farms or jahgirs as occasion 
may require, The Bilichis are not a working 
people; they will only occupy thomselves in breed- 
ing and rearing cattle and horses, but the cul- 
tivation of the soil is left to be carried on by the 
labour of the Jute. 

Some of the Bilichi villages, or Tundas, are re- 
spectnble in appearance; but, very generally, a 
mere shod, shared in common with the horses and 
cattle, forms the whole of their dwelling, a portion 
heing screened off for the use of the women and 
family; the fort, or best dwelling in the village, 
being appropriated to the chief. 

The ancient pastoral practice of vesting authority 
in the head of the community, as of the father ofa 
family, is fully practised by the Bilichis in Sindh: 
cach tribe will obey its chief alone; his opinion 
heing held as lnw, and his voice sufficient to settle 
any questions, not only for peace or war, but also 
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those of internal dissension, An order from the 
Annies of Sindh themselves would only have tn 
(iuenced the body of (he Bilttehi tribes, who 
veceived (hrough their chicts, 

On any sigual for a general rising, a swift cred 
earvies the news Crom tribe to tvibe, and from 
20,000 to 30,000 mmed men could be vollested in 
a few days, every man being at al ines prepired 
for war: in its practice they have no rules, and the 
strongest man. is the hest soldier. 





Though living on Che fit of the hind, aid passing 
wlife of sloth aud indolence, the Biltehia have no 
apperrance of luxury or comfort ahont Chet y their 
thvellings generally are poor, md as filthy and 
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miserable as those of the Jutts; their women are 
very plain and coarse, little cared for, and perfect 
slaves to their lords, performing every menial 
office, whilst the lazy Biltichi passes his whole 
timo in smoking, drinking, or sleeping. ‘The Bi- 
Hichi dress is a loose shirt and cxceedingly wide 
dvawers, after the old Turkish fushion; the former 
reaching to the knees, and, when in full costume, 
they add a waistband of silk or coloured cotton, 
always of gaudy colowrs;—such is also twisted 
round the cap when travelling. The head is not 
shaved, as usual with Mahommedens; but the hair, 
on the cultivation and growth of which, like the 
Scikhs, they are very proud, is twisted into a knot 
at the top of the head. The hill Bilichis wear it 
long over the shoulders, which imparts a very wild 
appearance: it is never allowed to become grey, 
but both sexes dye it with a preparation of senna 
and indigo, Aftor a certain age, Seyuds and holy 
mon afoot ved beards, and the “ orange tawny” is 
by.no mean’ uncommon. Seyuds are distinguished 
also by greon garments, the colour of the prophet. 
‘Tho turban has heen superseded throughout Sindh 
hy a cap, which in form looks something like an 
inverted English hat, made of bright-coloured silk 
or brocade, and is a bad imitation of a Persian 
head-dress. ‘Che Bikichis are of dark complexion, 
handsome features, with fine eyes; prone to cor- 
pulency, which is encouraged, to a ridiculous 
oxtent, as a groat mark of beauty. The late head 
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of the reigning funily, Miv Nasir Kat, wor con 
sidered the hundsomest nam in the country, and 
was seareely able to walk from rediniliney of flexhy, 
though quite in Che pebne of Tile, 

The dress of Bilhehi worten, fe eounnen with 
that of the country generally, isu fil petticoat, 
gathered in ab the waist, andl Crowsera, ty cloth 
which covers the bosom, being tied vomnd the neuk 
and under the arma, leaving the baek exposed: the 
head is protected by a loose nauntle, whieh is also 
thrown round the person. "Phe Dilttehis: seldom 
change their garments, and they are aften dyed hing 
to hide the dirt, and this in one of the hottest ell. 
mates of the East, and among the pretenders toa 
religion in which cleniness is ordained. as a low, 

The arms of the Biltehis are themiélchlock, sword, 
and shiekl, with w pret parnphernlin of pouches 
belts, steal, flint, &e. round the waist; in the ase of 
weepons they are very expert, Chougle they pride 
thanselves particularly ou tekp wkill as swordsmen, 
always preferring Taned-to-haad combat, eastitig in 
ontheir foo tnder shelter of heir lage shield, The 
Iravory of the Biltehis Tus always heen lightly 
esteomed, Dutoalthough late events have proved, in 
addition to former tuatinees, that they: cumat cope 
with the steady disipline of ou Craops, they live 
now fiirly earned aneme for eommge, whieh was not 
formerly conceded to them, yet yoru trite soldier ts 
seldom ve worthless pretender, rid it ix dnpossihle 
to imagine a preater brag Chana Sindh Biltehi. 


agin 
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The Bilichis are expert marksmen, and are 
tvaincd to arms at an carly age, but as before 
qbserved they rely on the sword, and on a late oc- 
casion verified what a former able commentator in 
the couniry predicted, “ that their country would 
derive little military renown if reduced to depend 
on that arm.” At Miani they threw away their 
matchlocks sud rushed on the bayonets of our 
troops. ‘The gallant Sir Charles Napier says in his 
admirable dispatch, “ The brave Bihichis first dis- 
charging their matchlocks and pistols dashed over 
the bank with desperate resolution, but down went 
these bold and skilful swordsmen under the superior 
power of the musket and bayonet.” No man of 
any vank, and no Bilichi in Sindh, is considered 
dressed without his sword,—it is as necessary a 
portion of his costume as his cap or turban. They 
ae vory expert at the bow, and a blunt description 
of arrow, which they shoot transversely and with 
unorring aim, knocking down small game with the 
precision of a good shot handling a fowling-picce, 

A description of pony called a Yabit, is com- 
monly ridden by the Biltchis; it is a hardy and 
vory valuable animal for carringe and burthen, but 
utterly useless for warlike purposes. The endur- 
ance of fatigue of these animals oxceeds beliefs they 
avo amazingly swift and well adapted for the preda- 
tory purposes to which thoy are applied by the 
Biltchi, who is a robber from his birth. The love 
of plunder is so inherent in these people, that it has 
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beon seid that even the chiefs and wealthy mon will 
traverse the country in disguise, for the mere 
purpose of indulging in a love of erying xin” bo 
the passing traveller, and Chough ignormnt in the 
extreme oven of the fiith (hey profess, are so tnto- 
levant, Chat an unforhimate Elindit seldom quits: the 
sociaty of such travellers without having paid: the 
penalty of cireumeision aya return for mixing: with 
the aristocracy of the country. 

Tn the lower portions of Sindh, the mountains, 
whieh approuch the river, ave inhabited hy the 
Biltchi (ribes of dokins ud Nrouvins who fom 
a distinct class (vom those who dwell tn the plains: 
these tribes ave restless and troublesome, Cough 
the merchant or traveller can always purehuse 
their protection ab a comparatively small eost, and. 
this done they ave very fiithtil to cheiy engages 
monls. 

Jn common with most of the sme hucharous 
classes of society, whatever part of the world (hoy 
ivhabil, the Bilichis acknowledge fhe rights af 
hospilalily, ed never tail to entertain Uhestragery 
and after he has shaved their evening meu, they 
sit with Lim vound their blazing fire, or nde (ho 
bright moonlight, aud omnse him with rude songs 
ov wilder tales of predatory decids. 

Tho Bilicht characler is wv singular one, and 
requires some study to appreciate, for while a 
Bilichi appears stupid, Tavy, and apathetio to the 
last degree, delighting in tohaeea, opin, ands 


oe 
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fiovee spiril extracted from the date, yet he may, 
like the Areb, be rendered tractable by a well 
timed jest, for there is rude humour about them, 
mil a capacity for appreciating mimicry and 
ridicule. Tho Bilichis, like the Rajputs of Cutch 
and the neighbouring states, entertain bards and 
(voubadours, who sing of the decds of their 
ancestors, The Lrivis ave a particular tribe who 
follow this vocation. It is impossible to imagine 
any bhing so barbarous as the music and singing 
of the country, It is bad enough in India, where 
discord is considered to rule supreme, but the 
long howl, like a ery of intense agony, with which 
a Bilich song commences at cach verse, defies all 
comparison with any other description of melody ! 
whatsoover. Yet all classes arc so engrossed. by 
this wild chant that they may be scon scated in 
parties for a whole day and night listening to it, 
The instruments are the tom-tom (common drum 
af India), the cymbals, and a rude species of 
guitar made’ from the dried gourd, and vory like 
the silarrah of Tudia. Tho Tlindi music is not 
better than elsewhere. Nautching is much patron- 
ised in Sindh, and every town of importance is 
well supplied with these professional danseuses, 
No entevlainment is complete without an ex- 
hibition of this kind, the monotony of which is 
yomewhat questionally broken by the Jadies im- 
bibing largely, during the performance, of spirits 
to excite them to greater exertion. The quantity 
zB 
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these women will dvink of a fiercely tntoxicuting 
liquor (prepared (rom sugar ov the date), without 
any apparent effect, is quite sueprising., The 
Nauwtel women of Sindh ave very handsome: Chey 
ave of course (as in Dadin) corrtesiia, wid some 
ncemmulite grent wealth, ‘These ladies umke Chole 
way every where; and it iy characteristie of the 
stvange and Darbevous alate of court oliquelte in 
Sindh, that at the Durbar of the Aimiva, whieh 
was Unronged with truculent Biltehis, swageering 
Patoas, and armed retainers, jostling enelt other 
without any respect of tho princely presence, that 
above wll the din so crented rose the notes of 
Persian songs shrieked forth hy bundy of Nantel 
givls, who ovcupied the remoter parts of the [all of 
Audicneo, 

The Bilichi women, in the details of every-day 
life, fulfil the most servile domestic duties, as it 
they wore considered us (he mere slaves of thety 
Teny lords; hat wher any aceasion tvises (ar oxe 
ertion, when w loruy is to he rndertnken, aa 
difficitly eseaped, the Bilichi women are taken 
into conneil, and possess considemule Jndluner. 

Tho Pirs Seyads ud other eharneters off prox 
tended Moslem snnetity who tifest Sind, eceupy 
Qmost important position mnoupat i inhebitunts, 
From the Amira, downwards, all) Mahommieduns 
heing profoundly ignovant of wuy but the common 
forms of their religion, placa implicit fatth in the 
holiness of spiritual pastors and the eftieaey of 
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their devotion. The consequence is-that lazy 
Seyuds and worthless professors of religious zcal 
avo patvonised in Sindh to a degree elsewhere 
unknown: they are essentially a priest-ridden 
people; and an carly writer, in describing their 
character, says, “That the Sindhian shows no 
liberality but in feeding lazy Seyuds, no zeal but 
in propagating the faith, no spirit but in celebrating 
the Ede (festival), and no taste but in ornamenting 
old tombs.” Some of the finest portions of the 
country ave held in “ Jnam,” or gift, by these men, 
and every Biluichi chieftain and tribe has its Pir 
Mitvshid oy spivitual pastor, who collects a certain 
feo in kind for his holy offices, Khorassan, Cabil, 
Pishin in Central Asia, Persia, and all parts of 
India, contribute their quota of these blood-suckers, 
who are sure to be handsomely provided for in 
Sindh: many of them, indecd, have become ex~ 
covdingly wealthy, and attained such influence, 
thet they are said to have possessed the right of 
entrde to the harem of the Amirs— a privilege 
which tho chiofs themselves, if report speaks true, 
could not always demand. The country is at the 
sumo limo literally pestered with travelling re- 
ligious mendicants of all degrees, from the halt 
and blind 1o the sturdy and armed fakir: it is by 
no menus mmusual to be accosted by one of these 
latter, well mounted and fully equipped, who 
demands from the peasant a portion of his hard- 
ewmned meal with a tone and gesture plainly in- 
RQ 
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Uicating that resistances would he in vain. ‘The 
tombs of these eanonised worthios aro the only 
buildings of nny note in the eountey: they ave, 
unlike all others, rected of pornument materials, 
and form places of pilgrimage to all (rae believers. 
The well-known Persim metta as applied te 
Multan is in full foree in Sindh —— Sindh muy he 
known by four things, Aea/, dust, degyars, und 
tombs.” 

Té is remarkable, as Colonel (now Sie Efenry) 
Potlinger states, Uint he diseovered amoene the 
Bilvichis many customs of the laws of Moses, pur 
ticularly ax allected their moral institutions of 
marvings, and snys, that: tradition, ora) aud written, 
assigns them wn Isracti¢e descent as a branch of the 
Afghuns.* One or bo of the instances of resem 
blanee between the laws of the Bilttehis and the 
ancient dows ave cortuinly remarkable, from whit 
over soree they aney lieve originated. ‘Tits, 
thot in the event of a death of w won hos 
Iand, his brother is hound to muury her, and 
the children are the heirs of the deeensed fa if a 
maried woman elope, she mid her paramour we 
to be put to death, © tut evil aay be put away,” 
or fill expiadion made; and a imu may only repu 
diate his wilt, uccording to rules shnilar Co those 
of the Jewish covenant, 

“These cirertmstencos ave etteious, and eminunily 


* See “Pottingw's Bildohtatan,” 
‘} Seo Deuteronomy, xxv. 5. 
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interesting ; more particularly so at the present 
period, when the traces are so cagerly sought by 
ymen of learning and research for the lost tribes of 
Isracl. Colonel Pottinger, who was well acquainted 
with Bihichi manners, evidently inclines to the 
opinion that, although changed much by many 
external circumstances, such as the frequent con- 
quest of Bikichistan by Persia, Hindostan, and 
other invaders, that yet the Bilichis may have 
preserved some of their ancient laws, and that these 
laws wore not Moslem of the Koran, but Jewish of 
the covenant. 

ft would be dangerous to offer any opinion on a 
point of so much difficulty; the Bihichis them- 
selves strongly deny any thing approaching to a 
Jewish origin, but are desirous to be considered 
always of the Avab stock, with whom they have 
constantly, in olden times, made alliances; and in 
all inquiries made to ascertain if any Jews among 
the Affeha, population were to be found in the 
lurge lowns of Sindh or Catchi, the result has 
beon a negative, There is much in the appearance 
and micn of the Bikichis essontially Jewish ; not 
so, it is true, as compared with the small-made, 
cringing, sinister countenaneed Jew of England, 
but with the Jow of Bagdad, of Palestine, of the 
Yast pencrally, whore ho is soen tall in stature, 
noble, but prominent in feature, and most graceful 
jn. his loose robes, and proud demeanour. It is not 
genorully known from whence the Biltchis cmi- 

BB 
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arated, but they are decidedly foreigners. ‘They 
are generally supposed to have come from Mikran ; 
but it is, ( think, hoyond all question (hut althongh 
their gonoral hubits assinilate Chemowith the Arubs, 
thet appauanes is csscutially Jewish. bia figure, 
the Bilichi is usiully Jarge and macula, his 
complexion dark, and his nose romarkubly aquiline, 
Ilis eyes are lurge und expressive; nol the quick, 
small, fiery eyes of the Arab, but eminently land. 
some, although (oo often betraying: pewerlil and 
evil fecling, The hair is worn Tong, and: tally iu 
bushy ringlets over the back aud shoulders, pou 
devous turban boing twisted round the head, and 
plaits of comms hair somedines seen oudwined with 
the folds, "The dvess is of heavy white cloth, com 
monly brown from long service, ind tty tastion 
deserves remark sib beara ne resemblance either 
to the Mobimmedan, the Wines, the Persian, or tie 
Aflghun, neither the Avahs brit is fomned) of ay 
short-vainted, light-fitting body wad sleeves, with 
an chommously fall petticoat attached, —procively 
siilar to Chose worn by (he aneient dewa® The 
Biltehis, however, do not observe the Tsvactita 
Tew of nob wearing Tinen ar woollen together fy 1s 
they frequently add a cloak of wots hai in tha 
winters; Dut this they may have Jenne as the 
custom of the Githes about them. No dress cut be 
imagined so unsuited to their present lubite of life, 


* Sea Camera (lustrations of the Bible, 
1 Seo Doutiionomy, axii. 
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or their hot and dusty country, as this of the 
Bilichis; it is, however, still preserved. In the 
Avab fashion, they suspend over this dress an in- 
auneorable quantity of ams, belts, powder flasks, 
&c., with a sword, shield, and matchlock. The 
belts, ball pouches, and other appendages are taste- 
ful and picturesque accoutrements, being made in 
various forms, and cmbroidered in coloured silks, 
with numerous fringes, ornaments, and tassels at- 
tached, 

The above description of costume and general 
appearance applies to the Western Tlill Bilichis, 
where they are more primitive in their habits 
than those of the plains located in Sindh Proper ; 
in the northern parts of that country, however, 
the Biltichi retains his original charactoristics. The 
Bilichi omigrates, and as a mercenary soldier is to 
be met with in many parts of Western India, and 
ranks noxt to the Arab in this capacity. 

Refore digmissing the Bilichis, 1 must not omit 
io mention their love of field sports. J'rom the 
Miva downwards, this is the ruling passion; the 
counlwy is completely sacrificed to it, and Sindh 
may be said to be one large hunting preserve, so 
small a proportion does the cultivated land bear to 
Uhet appropriated to the purposes of breeding 
ening, On the cecasion of the British ropresenta- 
tive, Colonel Pottingor's negociating a treaty with 
the Amins, they particularly stipulated that they 
should havo protection for their sports, and stated, 

ud 
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that every hend of deer killed in Sindh was cal. 
eulated to cost 800 rupees (BOA slaving): Uuia is 
certainty nob mn exaggeration, but, on (he eontrary, 
were the districts oceupicd by dense jingles en 
closed as preserves, and now only devoted to the 
wild bow, dgor, and other wild aud cungerois 
animals, cleared for the purposes ol fertility, the 
revenues of Sindh might be wnalimited, mre the east 
of tho game niust (herefore be estimated by the 
loss the country sustiins fo preserve iL AU des 
nominations of Billichis, however, eve willing to 
forego anything and everything for this wbab. 
xorbing occupation; mid it is the only motive, 
oxcept war or plunder, whieh will rouse theme from 
their general love of case. "Chet method of puestiiyg 
these sports ts meng (he inferior ches, with dogs 
wd spears; Diet with (he princes and chiets tt tsa 
very aystomedio aud Tasuvions adades Tha Aniive, 
sented in Comporury lita eree(od for the aeensdon at 
the tomnimetion of one of the ereloseel preserves, 
have the game driven towards thea hy an tite 
mense crowd of men, Che intuhitants of the cautery 
being collectod fram every direction for this piu 
pose. Thos the Hind’ ix forced front lis stag and 
the Mehommedin husbandt trou hia plough, and 
detained for several days without food, oe fuethinge 
of vonnneration for their servieos, hat lao alten 
losing Chet dives, ov sustainiig: serions injrvtes, 
merely to contribute fo Che sport of Cheb milers. 
Ts slviven from their covert hy the yella and 
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shricks of the beaters, who, surrounding the 
sporting grounds armed with staves, and loudly 
heating drnms, gradually close towards the contvo, 
the poor frightened brutes in the preserves make 
towards the only path of escape left to them, which 
iy an opening leading directly under the muzzles 
of the matchlocks of the sportsmen, who pour wpon 
them a destructive fire. The mass and variety of 
gene that is foreed from the sheltcr of the jungle 
by this means is inost surprising, for not only does 
it include numerous hogs and black buck, the nobler 
sport, but great varieties of smaller game, the 
beartliful coteh-pacha, with foxes, hares, &c. in 
abundance. Tawking is also a very general sport 
throughout the country, for the capture of the 
beautiful black partridge, very similar in plumage 
to that of Cutch, abounding both in the interior 
and on the banks of the Indus. 

Tho chiefs of Wyderabad were in the habit of 
quitting their capital diing « greater portion of 
tho year, abandoning every affair of state and the 
most imporlant duties to pass long periods in their 
liunting grounds, With them all interests, whether 
political or social, were subsorviont to these, of 
which Uhey said, “ We consider our Shikargahs of 
prentor moment lous than dur wives and children.” 
‘Theis conversation on all occasions turned on this 
tople alono, and a visil to the Amirs on the most 
finportimt question of state affairs was sure to end 
in an invilution to accompany them to their hunting 


58 PERSONAL OLSERVATIONS fon. in, 


grows, ‘The principal Gibes of Bilviehia Tocated 
in Sindh are the Murris, Chosahs, Unianis, Lads, 
Chinding, Mughsis, dallas, Talpties, Ralomns, ding. 
(ois, Muauis, doking, Numeins, Hinds, Kuemiettiy, 
Biiedia, and a few others; the parent country onus 
merates forty-eight. original tribes. ‘The strength 
of the Sindh army has generally been rated at, 40,000 
men, 

Tho Monne or Miani triho of fishermen and boat: 
men, who find ocenpation wid subsistence on the 
river Indus, Common Chivd elass of the Malonmedan 
population of Sindh, and form a lage tribe, apart 
from oither the dutt eultivitor ov the tuhdens 
Biltiehi, though ibis used to style as Sinddnns all 
classes generally who inhabit: the eonntyy : this has 
been hitherto observed by ull travellers passing 
through tt. The Mhunis Car Mounas) ave the mest 
active md athletic rave in Sindh, with w Duoyaney 
of spirits mel generally frank bearing inlaown to 
the other classes. Maye of Chote as fishormon live, 
ib muy he said, de eather thi az tle viver, but all 
have villages tamediately on its aks, Chet bonis 
and vets fumishing wh that is required foe phei 
Tnaintenmmes, Tn oiany parts of the sive, os 
pecially neu the great lake Minchin, whole families 
of Chis class Tive entirely alter Che Chinese fudiion 
in their hoats, having no other lidhitation, 

The women share the labor equally with the 
Ten, wid nstordy Tae is generally seer steuring or 
paddling (he bout whilst the mun works at tho nets, 
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a child being often suspended in a net-work cot 
between the mast and rigging of the ataft, which is 
always very small and light for the advantage of 
caxicy navigation amongst the shoals and crecks. 
All the lakes and estuaries formed by thé inunda- 
tions ave crowded with this description of craft. 

‘The navigation of the Indus is carried on by the 
Miani, and passing his life on the river he is the 
only pilot to be trusted in its intricate channel: 
connected with this people, the Pullah fishery, for 
which the Indus is so cclebrated, deserves particu- 
lax notice. [rst placing on the water a large 
earthen vessel, and commending it to the care of 
Allah, tho fisherman casts himself on it in such a 
manner that the mouth of the vessel is completely 
closed by tho pressure of his stomach; he then 
paddles himself by means of the action of his hands 
and feat into the centre of the stream, holding deep 
in the water a forked pole about fifteen feet in length, 
to which is qltached a large net; in his girdle he 
omvios a small spear, anda check-string attached 
to tho net indicates the moment when a fish is 
entangled, The spear is used to kill the fish when 
drawn up after capture, and the jar receives the 
spoil, 

The Pullah (the Hilsah of the Ganges in sable 
fish) swims against the stream. The fisherman 
therefore walks some miles up the river bank, and 
then floats down it until he has secured sufficient 
for his day’s sale or consumption. 
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The Mina, a may he conjectured, are a poor 
race, hough exceedingly mmuerais Chey arg 
lissiprted, and a large proportion of the vourtesung 
and dancing women of the country ave front this 
tribe 5 Chey ave of very divk complesion, bith pus 
ses4 rorulur feutaves, and seme ol the women 
would be considered remurkably handsome. ‘The 
Miunis ave alao noted for the uumuatiediive of mate 
and baskets, whieh ave beautifully woven fron the 
high reeds and sGrong grasses growlig on Che cdgo 
of the viver; this class, when fomid nea owns 
and villages, oeenpy a distines quater, gonomily 
outsidg or apart from the other inhabitants, [ere 
they sell spirits, and the men beat, dems and sing 
whilst the women daneo and perform all the uanal 
nots of courtosanship caloutated to allure the 
pasaiig shramper. 


at 
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CHAP, IV. 


Affghans sottled in Sindh,—Persians.— Various military Ad- 
venturers. —~ITindtis.—Lohanas and Bhatias— employed 
as Revenue Servants, — Disregard of Caste and Religion. — 
Dispersion over Countries to the North-west—In Sindh 
principally located at Karrachi and Shikerpt,— Costumes 
and Mannove.— Integrity in Cash Transactions, —Amount of 
Population in Sindh — Difficulty of estimating — Impover- 
ished Condition of,— Character ascribed to Sindhians.— 
Language. — Slavery. — Modes of Salutation, —Influx of 
Foreignors. — Smoking universal. — Summary of Character. 
— Influencing Circumstances. 


Tim fow Affghans who settled in Sindh from the 
period when it was 2 portion of the Cabul monarchy, 
have become so naturalised, and are so amalgamated 
with the other inhabitants, as to retain few dis- 
tinctive marks: they may be gonerally classed as 
gomindaurs and cultivators. Nadir Shah, in his 
passuge through Sindh in 4.p. 1740, left behind 
him inany Persians, who settled in the country, and 
these fomilics have become in many instances 
wealthy and influential. Adventurers from Persia 
genorally managed at a later period to bring 
thoir deceit and plausibility to a good market 
with the evedulous Amirs, whose court was conse- 
quontly always well stocked with some of the re- 
prited sons of Abbas Ali, and other noted characters, 
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so that a Persian haji heeame ao petved in Sindh, 
though in all probability a darder in txpulin | 

Tn the retinnes of the Armin wore to he found 
military moreenaries from every quarter of tho 
Masts the younger Aiiv of the Khyrp te heauch of 
tho funily horsted between three ov four lanadred 
Aftghans, pickedinen, and had also a vegular risallah 
(regiment) of [indostun cavalry, clothed and ae. 
contred much after tho fashion of our Indinn ime. 
gular horse, Tn short, fortime-hunters and needy 
vagubonds, of whom there is always a liyga pro 
portion in every native court: Uhroughout India, 
found muiple eneoumugement in Sindh: tho more 
worthloss, ond the more these vagabond bhistered 
and swageered, the move eertahe were they. to 
become prime favourites of the creduloud ebiotk, 
And inimerable ave the inshaiees where (ha most 
worthless, intiguing, aad designing ehiuneters wero 
whinitted to the especial contidence of the Amirs 
awaying thelr most important iuterents and alludes. 

The bulle of the Mahomed population ive 
Stas, though the ehicty practised the Shih doe 
Whnegs the Koran ia the re of fith, end ouths 
are sworn by placing iton the hed of tha party, 
The sacred hook aur only be tonched byt ae Seynd 
or Mifleh, and mt aaembly abyays rises at its ape 
prowelys the lowest orders aloes Che distinedian of 
Aafiz, ov louvnor of Che Koran by heart, nal Chere are 
many sneh, though fow even of the lawned aman of 
the country ean expotmtl a Tine of the test. [bis 
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considered a most acceptable work to attend in the 
tombs and hear the Mullah read a chapter, or to 
pay ziaruts (pilgrimages) to the sainted shrines 
throughout the country, The evening prayer at 
sunset is scrupulously observed; the boatman rests 
on. his oar, the fisherman from his vocation, the 
artisan from his work, and the Bihichi from hig 
murdering foray, to go through this ceremony. 
Dismounting from his horse or camel, and spreading 
his carpet, the traveller prostrates himself before 
the retiring orb of day, and the general effect of 
this simultancous adoration is very striking, In 
Sindh the forms of religion are carried to an excess 
by the Moslems, in proportion to the absence of 
any real fecling, We may, however, charitably 
conclude that there are in Sindh, as clsewhere, 
those who conscientiously act up to the faith they 
profess, but experience, sooth to say, adds to the 
conclusion that the instances are few and far 
between. 

The llindtis in Sindh bear evident traces of 
emigration to that country from Multan, Amritsix, 
and other parts to the north ; locating themselves on 
tho hanks of the Indus, as in Central Asia, they have 
become here, as elsewhoro, a highly valuable portion 
of the community, commanding by their commercial 
activity, habits of business, and energy, a cortain 
respect despite the most unmeasured bigotry. They 
are still bui a tolerated class, however, and nothing 
short of extreme cunning and perseverance could 
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enable them io exist in such ea eountyy a Sindh, 
where theiv werlth is the constint object of Ma 
hommedan rapucity, and where Chey ave only eon 
sidered as dows in the eyes of the true believers 
thoy are divided info two great classes, Lahares, md 
Bhatias. Tho whole of the trade of Sindh, from 
the extensive mercantile wid banking tvananetiong 
of Shikarpta, to the smallest supplien of the 
ordinary wants of lif, ave in the hands of the 
Tlindis, ‘Their command of ready money yives 
them also a certain power over the rulers, who, 
looking only to the revenue of the country nat 
means of present gratification, ave (oo hinppy to tun 
ils resourees to these Soucurs (a the Hindi traders 
ave called) for any sum whieh may he immediately 
commanded, In these Crnusuctions the Hindi 
ahvays runs the greatest risk of being: ened upon 
lo disxgorge any profity ha may anus, mud he 
knows that his houds mid eotracts with Mahom. 
incdan chief wo so much waste payers bat he 
makes his evleuluions accovdingly, and, despite 
power and despotion, never fila te aeemmndite 
woulth ab the expenes of the profligney of the 
mules, 

TTfindtis, from their intelligence and liabits of 
business, aro also euployed hy the government 
throughout Sindh as revenue servants of every 
description, but all such uve obliged to wer the 
beard and turbna, adopting tn dheie exterior go 
completely the Mehommedan garh anid demennonr, 
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that thoy avo no longer recognizable. In Sindh and 
the countries north-west of the Indus generally, the 
plindit is not particular as to caste or religion, and 
his constant negleet of both would indeed horrity 
the stricter brother of the same faith in India, but 
in such situations it is in vain to attempt to 
preserve purity, and tho trial would only induco 
tulditional persecution, The few Brahming or 
Giimis in this country are of the Sarsat caste, and 
occasionally a temple to Mahaditi is to be seen ; but 
only ab Shikerptiy are the IIindtts allowed to 
celebrate theiy festivals ov religious rites: during the 
Mohurrum and other Mahommedean Lasts or feasts, 
they ure obliged to shut up their shops all over the 
country, The ass is used by the Tlindtis in Sindh 
for carriage and travelling; in India the animal 
cannot be louched without defilement. It is curious 
to obsorve that in the neighbouring country of the 
Punjaub, tho Mussuhnan is as much degraded, and 
troutod with the sano intolermee by a Tlindit 
hovosy, as the Tindt is by the Moslem in Sindh, 
[Tints avo dispersed over the whole of Sindh: 
in the wildest fastuesses of the Biltichi mountains, 
in the deserts aud smallest collection of huts in 
the jungles of the plains, a Hindi and his shop of 
tobacuo, spices, groceries, or cloths, is sure to be 
found; but their principal localities are in Northern 
Sindh at Shikayptir, and in Southern at the port of 
Kaemehi. Tho former has at all times held a pro- 
unent influence over the trade of the countries 
F 
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from (lesen fo the Caspian. ‘The Cini merchants 
or murkers have agenta in Che most vernote puts 
of Central Asin, aid could negoeite: bills pay 
Gandalur, Kilt, Gabul, Khiva, Tfrat, Bok hava,’ 
or any other of the marts in thik dircetions “These 
agents, in the pursuit of thei calling, leave Shidh 
for many years, quitting theix finuilies to Tornte 
thomnselyes amongst Uhe most savage mid intolerant 
tribes, yet so essentially necessary ave they to the 
wild Merkoman, rude Afghan, or Dlood-thirsty 
Bilichi, that they are, with trifling exceptions, 
generally protected, ‘Phe sniuflest baegain ever ts 
never struck between two natives of (heae countries, 
withont the intervention of Che Cindi) Zilla ay 
broker; covering: his hand with a large cloth, he 
rungs Inekwards and forwards between the parties, 
grasping alternately Ue hand of euch, ‘The oloth 
Js used Lo cover contain signa whieh are conveyed 
as Lo the amount offered by squeezing the joluta af 
the fingers, which shun for iuits, (ena, on Jin 
dvedy, as the case auey ber thos (lus hystimders 
are koptin tho darks to the price at whielt an 
article is sold, and devitation avoided at olteing 
Defore others a tower sian Cut is expected: would 
Je token. 

At Karrnehi, the principal port of Sindh, amd 
therefore of the Indus andl eountyios beyond it, 
the tindtis are very inmmnerows amd hulnential: 
here and at Shikurpiiy they enjoy gereaiter pros 
tection thin in uny ether part of the Sindhian do 
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minions 5 fox short-sighted and covetous though the 
Airs were, they could yet estimate the value to 
peo veyennes of protecting, to a cortain extent, 
‘hose on whom all such as are dexivable from trade, 
were cutively dependent; indeed many of the prin- 
cipal ILindit merchants who traded very extensively, 
could command abatement in tariffs, only granted 
to them with the obvious inducement to continue 
their transactions. 

The Tindtis in Sindh ave of very fair complexion ; 
wv low of the wealthicr live in comfortable style in 
the cities, but the poorer traders are a mean race, 
filthy in the oxtreme, haying much of the abject 
sluulling manner of the Jew, as scon in countrics 
where he is despised and oppressed: the costume 
differs little from that of the same class in India; 
the turban is occasionally large, after the Miiltan 
fashion: all however studiously hide their wealth 
with the garb of poverty. The Ilindti women in 
Sindh are considered as having some claims to 
regtilarily of” features, but all ave, if possible, divtier 
in their persons and dwellings than the Mahom- 
medans: the dress dillers in nothing from that 
of the Mahommedan women, 

The UTiidt in Sindh is not the same orderly and 
veapectuble individual outwardly as his brother of 
the swne Jnith in India: living in a state of society 
whore ho is only tolerated in proportion to his ac- 
coding to the customs of those about him, he has 
become half a Mahommedan in his habits aud prac- 
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tices, as well aus dirty and slovenly in his person, 
folully neglecting Chose rules of ente and veligion, 
which Inve in Tndin the peculia inerit of euising 
the Mindi above the debuiehed Moslem. Ti ond 
point, however, in Sindh does this ofherwise des 
graded class stand preaininent above those abort, 
him, and that is in the good faith and integrity 
shown in his mercantile and money triusnetions, 
when meb wih eoutidence ly his employers hi 
deuling with the chiefs and government of Sindh, 
he is obliged to defeat: indirest: oppression ly dt 
plicity and donbledeuting ns his only ehanee of 
success or sifegtatd aginst violence 5) Inte this 
is by no meuns & fab criterion of his elas tou 
higher character for Drsiuess tude different sie 
ations, Tt is proverbind aud on arent propel of the 
honour of the Sindhian Sours that theie bills are 
whyays considercd. as cash in every part ol! Chae vast 
counties ta Che nuetheawest, and are veeagnised an 
sueh wl over tidia, ‘This is the elnsy in Sindh 
whom it will jie on poliey to foster “unl pratoet, 
The cortalry, Tt ever bevoties of coudnercial te 
portance, tiust bese through: Cte Lindt: they have 
long striven against disadvan tigce whielt eur only 
be unders(aad: hy a comparison to the stite of the 
dows in Enghnd during certain periods of our hive 
tory; Int despite obstacles whieh word appem to 
be immumountalle, they dave inuintained their 
footing, and carried on the whole af the prent aud 
Auportwnl trade between Che Lower bitus andl the 
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countries beyond the Affghan passes as far as Efrat 
ad Rokhua, They have all the speculative energy 

iitlupledl for extending commorce, and protection 
will alone be required to bring it forward. 

The population of Sindh has been. estimated in 
round numbers at about a million; but judging 
from those portions where actual inquiry has 
enabled us to test the correctness of former calcu- 
lations, it would appear to be overrated at the 
above. In a country like Sindh, however, where 
there ave comparatively few towns, one part of 
the population leading a wandoring life, whilst 
another is dispersed over its river, it is dificult 
to arrive al any accurate conclusion with respect 
to nwnbers; but that Sindh is for its whole ex- 
tont very thinly populated is obvious to the 
most superficial observation. The capital, LHy- 
derabad, docs not contain more than thirty-five 
thousand, whilst Shikarptiy, the next in size, 
formerly rated ab thirty-five, was found to yield 
only tventyttave thousand, ‘The numbers in most 
of tho modern maps as annexed to the various 
placos appear to be exaggerated, from the absence 
ot correct information, In the large trading 
towns Lhe Tlindis bear a proportion of about one 
fourth to the Mahommedan, but in other parts of 
the country much less. 

The condition of the mass of the people of Sindh 
is nol commensurate with the advantages possessed: 
trom the misappropriation of much of this fine 
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country, ib only meets (he wanty of ibe senty 
popalion, though ne where ca Tite be inorg 
easily maintained, ” 

We shall see when we come fo speak of the 
systent of goverment of Chis provines, that nothing 
em be so il adupled to the development al its 
rosouveas as that preated under the late and 
previows possessors, ‘The iudustriows portion of 
the population of Sindh well knew this, thorngh 
apathetic us Co change and generally contented with 
their tog Phe Hinde traders and these of the 
inhabitats who were brought tite contiet with as 
imbibed a high vespeet for our character, in pros 
portion wy they experienced our good faith and 
voneilintory system. ‘Phe fovee of example weld 
hive worked silently bat surely, ‘Mus Bibtehi and 
qilitery clisses had Tittle te pain from: one presenes, 
whieh from the first was Toohed npon sot likely: to 
inturfore with Choir legitimate rights and anpres 
Indy ved were Chey quiet, did, Uo nob voreliady att 
least inoflensive, "This part al the abject, haw 
over, Wi have a more appropriate pliew obsewliures 
nul is only referred to here in order ta show Chik 
in spouking of the govermment aid achuinisteution 
of Sindh, we only trent ie comparatively: ail re 
lntively 5 und tu. though mndeuinhly detective, it 
was yel only considered se by portions of the ine 
habitunts, for the mass were jgnomut a te any 
better form, and apathetic as to dint they lived 
tuider, 
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Nothing so strikingly evinces the impoverished 
condition of this country generally as the primitive 
stale in which the natives live throughout it; the 

“upituls in Sindh would only rank with third or 
fourth-rate places in British Indian possessions, 
ani the villages defy all comparison with any thing 
of the kind in India; in these latter even the mud 
and plaister matcrials used elsewhere, and which 
are so readily available, are not employed, but a 
few yeed screens placed in any form over a few 
boughs of the neighbouring tamarisk bush furnish 
the dwelling, Vor miles even these scanty proots 
of human location are not met with, and in short 
in a country where neture has proved go abund- 
witly bountiful, the inhabitants in the mass are, 
if nob poor, ab least supplied only with those ne- 
cessinics of life which the carth almost  spon- 
(ancously produces, but if cultivated would bring 
forth to any extent. 

The charactor of the inhabitants of Sindh, 
resulting fech. their degraded condition, is held by 
neighbouring states at an exceedingly low standard : 
ow own idea of ib will be Cound elsewhere. They 
nve suil to be distinguished for indolence, cumning, 
and want of fiith, are mean, knavish, and proud, 
appearing to have imbibed the vices peculiar to the 
barbarity of the countrics on one side, Bilichistan, 
Mikran, &e., and the civilisation of Tindostan on 
the other, without the redeeming virlues of either :” 
they ave netive and enduring, but slothful when ne- 

vd 


72 PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS Jostay, 1, 


cussity docs nol drive them to exerfion pave socin} 
and very fond of sitting for hours together, amok. 
ing, (king, and drinking, fmunorality, generally 
rife in Mahommedan countries, is not less sot 
Sindh, ‘The inhabitants of wll classes: freely use 
spirits and infoxienting crigs, and are ofherwine 
debauched; dnteigue mey be curried on ta any 
extent, the only evime heing detections the woman 
caught in adultery ix put ta death, and the lay 
pemnits i Pho Hinds females are acensed of being 
very lax, bit in sucha stale ofsoeiety, aid separated, 
as miuny of then are for yor, from their dnsdaids, 
some allowance is to be made for Mahoumacdan pre 
Judice, abyays strong against the wufortiunate unbe- 
liever, ALL classes ent animal foods the Malone 
moda prefer gous flesh to omatttors fish, vie, ov 
jovani flome cakes fori the principal marctstansend 
of the Jower aud working chives. ‘Phe shepherds 
and wandering tribes exist on milky eturds, and 
courte flour, 

Theiguornnee of [his people, front Che riers downs 
wards, fa Chat of pertoot biebarbans comparatively 
fow Mahommeds in the country enn vent, aimeh less 
writer the whole of the correspondence of goyvert: 
ment id carried on by the Hinds in the Persina 
language Cin whieh also (he revords of avery 
description ve kept), ‘Che Vilttehi adds ta the 
above charactor a certain degres af cruelty and 
love of plunder, coupled with w fierce demennony, 
which has procured him to he held he partioular 
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detestution, and he is considered as implacable in hig 
pevenge, 

The lnngnage of Sindh is of Hindt origin, being 

% still groater comnption from the Sansevit than 
that spoken in the Guaiint peninsula: it is written 
in a peculiar character, called the Khuda Wadi, ond. 
the Tlindtis keep all their own accounts and corre- 
spondence init. The court employs vulgar Persian 
for records, petitions, and ecremonial purposes, 
though in common conversation they use the ver- 
uaculoer of the country, The Bilichis have a pe- 
cult dialect of their own, assimilating somewhat 
to the Pushét spoken by the Aflghans; but it is 
not a weritlcn or grammatical tongue, and so bar- 
borous in sound, thet the Sindhian accuses the 
Biltichi of having leamt of his goats when he 
was u shepherd in the mountains of Klatt Pon- 
judi is much spoken in Sindh by traders, boatmen, 
aul others from that comury, 

Slavery ina very mild form oxists in Sindh: 
the natives of Zanzibar are brought to the country 
when very young, and are sold to the wealthier 
Glisses 5 but in Sindh, as elsewhere in the Hast, the 
term slavery docs uot iinply a state of cruel or 
degrading bondage. Slaves ave treated with great 
consideration, asd often become the most influential 
membous of a family. Slaves born whilst their 
purents are in bondage are the property of the 
aston, and hecone so exceedingly attached to the 
place of their hivth, and those to whom alone they 
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have been accustomed to took for protection, int 
liberty would probably offer Tittle inducement to 
them to change their present for what might he con 
sldevedl a uiore independent position. Tie the lower 
part of the river, some of the villyges: finish ao 
lurge proportion of Atvican inhabits. 

Some of this lass held offices of high tCeust end 
personal confidence abowk the Amira, who would 
have confided in them rather than the members 
of their own fimily s meny of their body servuttts 
were composed of the Sidis (as the Alviewn is 
atyled in these countries), ‘Phere is in Sindh 
syaton of slavery common to itand all Che counties 
to the north-west, viz, thateof fathers selling: their 
daughters as wives when very younp, as alsa af the 
sie of girls for the zeus of the wenlthy. The 
Affelums ae preticnturly distingiished for dis 
trafic in Sindh, but it is after all very Tinnited, 

Theomode of selutution between natives in Sindh 
is poculii to Oe country, amd jadientes very 
simplosmmnored people; it cousists “ti tnepudiies 
first after Che health of (li parties, thea follows: 
string of questions after Chat of the finnily, sues 
ceeded: hy others iste the state af the lotse aud 
property. The firat of Chese is not Une shuaple 
question uatidly proposed on like qeeasions, but th 
fd repented and varied with atone of interme: doubt 
tel anxiety, whieh hecones quite amusing, [may 
he lamaslited huss Are you well 2 gadte well ? 
Comfartalle ? geite comfortable? Uppy? accent: 


casi 


aT 


omar. 1] ON SINDI. 75 


ingly happy ? Ave you swre you are well? These 
being usked by one party, and being answered 
satisfactorily, are iu their turn taken up by the 
“thor, and thus an ordinary salutation between 
fricnds occupies a considerable time : however large 
the assembly may be in which a man enters, he 
must go through this form to the whole of the 
persons present, as cach is introduced to him, the 
senior or highest in rank making the first advance, 
A. Sindhian never passes a stranger on the road 
or river without the whole of these questions, into 
which he throws a deep interest; the effect, how- 
ever, being sometimes much damped by the latter 
demanding, after the termination of the ceremony, 
“ And who ave you?” This custom is remarkable, 
as Sindh is almost the only Eastern country in 
which good breeding and etiquette permit inquiries 
to bo made after the funily of an individual. 
Sindh, oconpying as it docs an intermediate 
position between Western India and the countries 
of Gonbeal Asia, it will veadily bo supposed that 
the strangers and. lorcigners who meet in its large 
towns and crowded bazaars, ave of a very varied 
and singwar deseviption ; and the traveller who 
netives here fvom the wild countries of the north- 
west, feels at once that he has entered where the 
uivilised habils of life begin to obtain, He 
moots in the larger towns the officials of go- 
vermment from the proyinees of Bengal, the en- 
torprising Parsi, the active Mahratta ; while the 
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visitor fram Westeru fuclia. ix jostled hy the: dety 
Sindhian, the wild-looking Afghan, the Seyud of 
Pishin, the warlike Patun, the fleree-looking His 
lichi, with the poncesdlosiving merehunts of Cabuly 
fet, and Coshints Sindh is Cho great eons 
mereial gate of Tndin aad Central Asians and hy 
trading interests of both mecting here, merehonts 
and purchasers of the most opposite eluanetor and 
customs, hmgnage, and costae, here iniigle, on 
the broad principle of common hiterest. 

The basis, particularly in (he northern part of 
Sindh, always presenta very motley hut highly 
pietiroxque eaxemblage of different mutious, At 
the eupital the ‘Turk inay even be aeoasionally met 
with, ‘The offteer wha tind clara of Cte royal 
arsenal wasn Creek renegades and now tad the 
northern uadiows are to be auet with on the hrnles 
of the fad they are amply provided with 
apecitnens of Wb the quarters of the earth. 

The natives of Sindh, whether Mahomed or 
Hindi, smoke tintvermedly. ‘The Hibtehi, when (ras 
velling, has regis appumtid for his pipe, and 
a Citrate (suddle Tag) on purpose lor its reception. 
The Hindi seated at bik ahopedoor is never without 
this solace 3 and lest the presence af the unwiehly 
pipe ilsell shed prove ineonyenient, he has a tube 
of some Gwelve feet in lengthy with whieh lie beeps 
up the communication with the huge earthen water 
vessel and Cohteee, bod heii placed ontside the 
shop. Women smoke as well os the ae. 
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Bang (hemp seed mixed with water) is the favour- 
ite intoxicating beverage with all the lower classes, 
beenuse ib is cheap. The Sindhian takes his draught 
of this natiacous preparation with all the gusto that 
distinguishostan Englishman and his glass of grog. 
Those who can afford it, drink spirits distilled in the 
coubry from dates or sugar, The royal potation, 
however, is Curagoa, or any of the French liqueurs. 
On many occasions the Parsis’ shops, established 
on the Indus at the British military stations, were 
completely glulted of these articles to aiswer the 
demands of some of the Amirs, so fond did they be- 
come of these more palatable preparatioks, The 
Ilindvis are not a whit behind their Mahommedan 
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neighbours in this vivo, xo wind dn the Bist 
Yot it ix very rave le seein dntosiented person: 
the affeet is erent eseitement, and: Che Diltehis ore 
going inte action ave always stimulated by lange 
A certain inadness Chen takes possession ot” Cheut, 
and they become despernte, contbinkys plsengy 
with fimuticisin, 

Tudependent of other tillnencing: eireriiatianiens, 
such as climate, position, We. in the eharieter af a 
people, meh ust rest in its formation from 
(he pocine form of government tadee whieh they 
lives and thos in Sindh mimiy ef the cuties are 
obvions why its inhabitants hold se low a stinclard hy 
generatestinmion, A desxpotisin of Che most selfish 
kind has for ages induced the inhabitaadts of that 
cotilry to look tpon the exercise of cheb theulties, 
or development of Cheit enpaeition, as touting ouly 
to further exnetions.  Tidustey iid talent weld 
lave proved tnisfartuitess rather thi uly antigges to 
the possessor sind netivity of nine or holy he 
only sorees of evil to those who displayed tian, 
The consequones $a complete torpor et the fama 
fotelfect, and of conse at geneddy: cebasedt cone 
Hifion oF dhe nis of Hie people, wlio sole cael and 
vita ta heen, uot to boprove Ce comeary or their 
own stile, bat Ca provide: lively sufficient tor thelr 
own wants; knowing tha beyond these they would 
only conteibnle (a the rapaeity of their rulers, 
Whore demands were in exnet proportion ta the 
enpaclly ef their aubjecta te giver. stu lie paras. 
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porous in Sindh was a certain source of calamity, 
Tho Sindhians do not want for good faculties, and 
if encouraged would soon be induced to display 
Them on hate own soil, and not, as heretofore, seek 
elsewhere for bringing them into notice. ‘The best 
manufacturers and artisans of the country emi- 
grated, secking that protection in foreign service 
which was denied them at home. 

The above are influencing causes, however, 
which do not militate against the claims of this 
people lo a higher character than that generally 
conecded; and the author's experience is not, he 
believes, singular in pronouncing them entitled to a 
more fivourable judgment on closer acquaintance, 
Tho standard of morality in Asia is too low to admit 
of any comparison with our own; a fact seldom 
kept in view in treating of the characters of its 
varied people ; but in Sindh the inhabitants have 
wtloast the advantages of good temper, hospitality, 
aud the social virlues to recommend them; and 
foxy Uvyollor’g have traversed the country without 
drawing Snvourable comparisons between its people 
und thoso further north or north-west. Let us not 
then hastily imbibe prejudices, or judge too harshly 
of those whose faults avo the results of circum- 
stances, over which they have no control, but whose 
rude virtues, though few, are their own. 
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Productive Qualifies of Sinlle. cot estinaded hy tla Prsswsnara, 
am Prosperity mder Hilt Rule,» Boil of Siidh.- Geolugy, 
fund oul Voncilcars to Tattace Leeigectin  Mfochints af 
am CGannla amd Water-eanrses, - Cheri: Caambi «Syston 
of Tushandry, — "Tools employed. Preservation of Canin 
Seasons for Craps. Coie Pradtedions. AV heute insaurt, 

“Other dry Grains Oil Pints. Peadtets of eonmuaaial 
Dnportanes.. Cotten. Tndige. Opium. Kapa 
lay, + Lolneca, + Dre and Dye Wonk General 
Results, 


Wren native law dong mueh for imiln, we find dhin 
Hide inelined fo neknowledye it, and apparently 
apathetic to the advantages he possesweny (hia is 
particularly exemplified in the Mast, where a lat 
viens elimate dichiees to taasitude and faertin, ad 
where man's wants are few nnd caily supplied, 

{h wore porkuips be trqpesaible (a “tind a ven 
Ivy posseasiige greater productive eupabilities than 
Sindh; yet, from the eonpiest of dia provinen 
HOI ‘ipneitl years since to Cie preset thine, its 
resources appear to Tave remiiied mndevelaperl ar 
inulerquately uppreehitedl by its posaessers. Cn ita 
river iC Ta sourees of fertility: eqn) fa Chose of 
Keypt with the ndvantage af not hoing suljected 
in variety, for the waters of the Tidus are iere 
regular in Chete retien Cin those of dae Nile, 
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Under the Hindis, the historians describe Sindh 
as having been an exceedingly rich and prosperous 
countrys its fertility was the theme of universal 

“praise ; but under its Moslem conquerors and sub- 

sequicnt rulers its claims to these titles have been 
80 impaired and at length so completely obliterated, 
that neighbouring countries, though totally defi- 
cicnt in means of irrigation and subject to failures 
of rain and consequent famines, evince in the im- 
proved condition of their inhabitants far greater 
prosperity generally than the highly.favoured region 
of Sindh, Once, during a short Hindi interregnum 
in the fifteeuth century, Sindh is said to have re- 
vived somewhat of its former reputation, but the 
period was but brief, and it soon relaxed into its 
usual noglocted and impoverished state. 

Under the late Bihichi chiefs of Talptr this 
fine tract was appropriated principally to hunting 
grounds, and the revenues of the country gradually 
diminished eyen below their former standard. 

The soil of Sindh is of varied character: that 
near the river is a stiff clay or rich loam; and as 
the lund recedes from the limits of the inundations 
it becomes light and sandy, The deposits of the 
inmndation ave a white clayey surface, which gene- 
rally has a depth of about two or three feet, and is 
sueeveded invariably by fine sand; the soil of the 
southern division is a lighter texture generally than 
that of the upper division, and is proportionably 
less productive; there is not a rock or stone of any 
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kitel ta be seen, and the grenter dhe depth the they 
the send bevomess af eertain parts of the lower 
country in the Delta, Selowiun, and Rakha Thine 


and sandstone bills, before deseribed, ave Che only® 


variition to this formation, tntil the valley al the 
Qidus fomtinates i the momenin of Hiltelistin, 
where a stony ov rocky gurtiee is to he see. The 
geology of Sindh and the valley of the Indus has 
heen ouly partidly exmmined ¢ iroreabosds in the 
hills just mentioned, and fossil shells ave plentiful 
of Nawlilus, Trochi, Helix, Commis, aud similar apes 


dies; nent Selwin are seme evens: specinens of 


petrified tinher (principally palin) siniias (oe thet 
seen in the desork near Grand Cuivre, ‘The clayey 
soil of Sindh beeomes bard and waaamongenble alter 
a short exposure to Che sin and: requires ie thos 
rough moisten ere if emu he cilled oy sawar its 
aufiece daving the hot seasen works info fing 
duat, xo impalpable that it pervades (ue wheate tte 
mosphere, md nod ituag hi bee found to esehade ity 
for this reason (he natives in mmny parts at the vou: 
try build their lids or hetees with: coors only, 
and ventilators ape plaeed at the tap, wha the 
and aie are ndhnitteds these ave shapedt (ing, and 
are ealled © Bil Gis,” or tterally wil eteliens, 
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‘This soil is on the whole rich and productive, so 
inuch so, that in many parts of the country where 
the inumdations are extensive, tillage is not em- 
ployed. ‘The seed is thrown on the earth after the 
secession of the waters, and the spring crops, pav- 
ticularly the wheat, thus produced, ave most luxu- 
viant. In no part of Sindh is the least attention 
paid to manure or assist the soil: cultivation is of 
the rudest kind, aud consequently, though in some 
places three crops are veaped annually, the land is 
seldom able to produce more than one, and is gene- 
rally allowed to remain fallow for a year, particularly 
after strong crops, like the Juwari and sugar cane, 
Trrigation is employed throughout the northern 
part of Sindh, where the waters of the river do not 
so extensively overflow as in the Delta and southern 
division; but in this latter they provide, almost 
unaided, for the productiveness of the soil, particu- 
larly in rice, which grows in unlimited quantities. 
Teve also ivvigation is used to raise dry grains 
founing the winter crops. In some parts of 
Northam Sindh, particularly the neighbourhood of 
Sukkur, an immense space of country, averaging 
twenty miles in length, and about ten in breadth, 
is laid under water whenever the river is beyond a 
cortain height, and then cultivation is carried on as 
in the Delia, but with this exception —from Sehwun 
upwards the soil is generally fortilised by drawing 
the water of the river 1o it from regular channels 
opened for the purpose of admitting the floods, 
a2 
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Tevigadion in Sindh Crom the river is al Qve khuls, 
either hy the use of the Persie wheel, or hy dias 
ply opening drains lending fo low Tinds, The, 
former is worked by a enmel er bulloeks, ind is r 
fiw euder adieie (an any thing seen in Tilia 





Ocevusionally the nethod of raising witer hy 
hand, as adopted in Mgype (chere eitled: the Sia 
dif’), may be seen ut work in Sindh, leathers 
packets being fastened to the end af long poles, 
With great mess of clay at Chee other estronitios, 
and working in short upright posts ‘Phe poekets 
ave dipped in the strom, and the preponderating 
weight nt the other end of the poles tx enplayed to 
Tilt the water. 
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Sindh is so advantagconsly situated, with refer- 
ence lo the vise of the river, and lowness of its 
bans, that it can be casily inundated throughout its 
whole extent. Immediately on the banks of the 
Indus the wheels are placed in cuts made directly 
{rom the river; but where the cultivated lands 
recede, large canals intersect the whole line of 
country, and although neglected and allowed to 
choke up, yet supply sufficient water for great fer- 
tility, the increase in which is proportionate to the 
efficiency of these outlets, ‘Throughout Sindh 
lnnds are designated by these canals or the water- 
courses leading from them, and the whole system 
of revemue, collection, and assessment, is guided by 
the facilities for irrigation or otherwise, possessed by 
the soil at peculiar localitics. In such a country it 
is obvious that Ixbour and industry are alone re- 
quired to increase its productive powers to any 
extont; but the means have been totally disre- 
garded, and, in repeated instances large tracts of 
fertile lands have become perfect wastes entirely 
owing lo the neglected state of the canals. The 
rulers occasionally tried to force the labour unre- 
quited, but to no satisfactory result: the population 
was loo scuity to bear it; and without food or any 
remuneration whatever men cannot work, 

The Juahgirdars, or possessors of soil, pursued a 
somewhat better system ; for knowing the increased 
value of their lands from increased means of irri- 
gation, they expended largely to procure them, 

a3 
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and employed the Minis to keep the canals cou 
atuntly cleat fron the deposited slime of flee iam: 
dations. ‘The aethad of clearing water-conrsey 
adopled by this chs of dibourers is peeuliny to 
Sindh: they wre attended ine their work hy nest. 
cians, and the exeitement is kept ap bye beatings 
drums and blowing homs; without (hese they 
make no progress, but with thet dhe ead diggers 
of Sindh will do nore mun labor Chae any 
natives of Tndins they work nointerrnptedly for 
twelve hours, andl use a tnege hoe enlled a para, 
with wshort handle The period tor eleurting the 
water cormaes is the first appeuranee of arise in the 
river (Marvel ov Apeil). 

The systent of tisdandey throughout Sindh is af 
the rudest kind, and the inpleanents very few, and 
of siinple constenetion, 

The plongh consisty of ome rough hewn pole 
slightly pointed with iron, drawo by a eel er two 
Valllocks, and held hy one hinds the whale is very 
light, and a very slight: portion of (he stuetiwee ts 
disturbed, alwys after: the soil due Ieeome well 
autuvated. "Tha seed being thrown in, a lacrow, 
consisting af a rough bem of heay y wood, afteu eb 
culty, is deageecd over it, A staal] istirmnent eatled 
a ribo, Wit i shape like a lange chisel, is used to 
weed the grain once or twice curiae its growth, 
and (hat inal A earG, or gheari, consisting of 1 
anal platform, with wheels of yough-hewn weod 
shaped civenlarly, and whieh tun with the axle, 
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drawn by two bullocks, is used for the transport of 
the grain or other purposes: the whole is tied 
_ together by leather thongs or rope made from the 
nutnj grass, a strong description of reedy grass, 
growing near the river; and this is also used for 
all agricultural purposes, such as connecting the 
siring of pots required for the Persian wheel, 
yoking the oxen, &c, A large pronged stick is 
used for a fork, and a few baskets complete the 
husbandman’s implements. When employed in 
driving the bullock or camel at the water-wheel the 
labourer is sheltered from the fierce rays of a 
Sindhian sum by a f2w tamarisk boughs or bundles 
of kirbi placed over a slight frame-vork. It is 
usual also to induce the gigantic Euphorbia of the 
country to Juxuriate around these sheds for the 
shade (hey afford. 

Agricultural labourers are paid at harvest time 
by a proportion of the produce. The women in 
Sindh do much of Cie out-door work, and receive 
less in a eevtain proportion than the men, The 
grain is Wrodden (rom the husk by bullocks, it being 
collected in a thrashing floor for this purpose. 
This latter is @ cleaned space hardened and other- 
wise prepared by a layer of slime and chopped 
alraw. When the Ahirman, or heap of grain, is 
collected, the revenue officer places a string round 
i, and thereto attaches a rude clay seal; it then 
awnails the government division, and heavy penal- 
ties prevent its being touched until the ralers’ 

ad 
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dhe bus heen taken. ina dry elimate like Sindh, 
grain is simply stored by heiug covered with ints, 
wit to these is added, for farther Protection, te lny. 
coutiuge: itis Urs left in the epen aviv, or ia kept in 
lagge jars of stuteleied eluy tu the inner ree Ns of 
the his and dwellings. 

The seasons foe crops ti Sill ave two. dads, 
oy spring, and Khari, er ation, the prodnee 
vying in portions of the country: these divinions 
of the year do not apply to climate, for they tually 
exist; but they are connnen to agrieultire th 
Sindh, as they are elewhere inlndias Te Northern 
Sindh wells are employed to drvigate for Cay aprhyg 
crops, waler of good quality heing fot all over 
(hat partof the eommiry ab ane average distance of 
about fiftemn or twenty: feet: most of these wells 
ave Lomporary, ind are digg wil used only tor one 
senso In Lower Sindh) the spring erapss are 
geently provided! far by Che deposited moiatuve af 
the vivers duit in both clivisions the autumn are 
dependent upon Cis tatindations, sid ive af doubly 
vale nnd quantity te the former, ‘The appear 
division supplies (he lower wilt its suporalindnnes 
aldyy grid, the vevenie alice in prodien being 
seat down the river for tut papas and the 
large fleets of prainshonty, as secu roundiage the 
deeply-wooded: points of the river's bined present 
tie anitnuted xeene, whilst they afford prooth al the 
harvest being collected, nul of iis relies, 

The proportion of endtivated to waste Inuds, ov 
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those occupied by dense jungles and hunting pre- 
sorves in Sindh, is lamentably small: an accurate 
survey would alone reduce it to definite caleu- 
Tation; Tut it is too manifest to escape common 
observation, in a country whose means of fertility 
are unlimited in extent of soil, capable of being 
fructified by the river Indus. 

The productions of Sindh in grain and pulse are 
common to those of many parts of India. Rice is 
the staple of the Lower Indus and Delta, whilst 
wheat and juwari (IIoleus Sorghum), are the 
preat alternate crops in the upper division. The 
quantity of rice grown in the former is said to 
be cnormous: it is the only grain that Sindh 
exports ; for though consumed in that portion of the 
lower country whore it is cultivated, it is not so 
genorally used as an article of food in the upper. 
It is of coarse description, and a finer quality is 
imported from Bombay, 

The whent wud juwari crops of Upper Sindh 
inuy vic in richnoss with those of Egypt even, 
where, it may be remarked, they occupy the same 
positions, being the spring and winter grains: this 
js not extraordinary, considering the similarity 
of latitude and climate. A favourable season 
for evops depends entirely on the extent of 
inundation, Wheat is sown in November or De- 
cember, and resped in April. duwari is sown in 
tho Jatter and reaped in the former, being irrigated 
the whole time hy the river. This is a large grain, 
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wul yields a couse thongh sweet lewription of 
flours it fx consumed hy tho tass of the popu 
Intion baked in the form of ie cake, something tke 
the much-vaunted Galette of Hreton ‘The stalk 
of the dtuvarl, when dried, fori amest uiutritions 
fornge, called Kirhi, aut is used foe this [!Upoxe 
throughout the gold and dry xewserny und ase with 
mets mule of reeds and Che date leat helps to 
voot huts aud sheds for men and cattle, Some ide 
may be formed of the rides of the dtusieet crops 
in Siucth by the size of an ordinary stalk of thts 
grain, which inensies from fourteen to sisteen feet 
in height, and the head offen weighs trea (welve to 
fourteen ounees: tis oxeoodingely lnudy, eal ret tadia 
newly Ue sume Taatiianee ine the desert traeds of 
Catchi amd Guadaya, asin the innnediate vielntty 
of the fading, “Phe soil always requires to he fillew 
for one season rafter diiwari 

Wheat is raised vither (rom tvigation fem well 
uw thng the eal andl dey period af Chee your, ar ts 
sown dn tie Tunes sntuvated: lay thee acubitions, 
tnd when these hive mevedudl, The eropss wae very 
fine, al for many oniles, whore it is extensively oul 
livaterl, Che country ds ta sone ensed eluthed with 
the most beattitit hosnvianee of Chis grain ‘There 
enn, in short, bene limit to the produce af praises in 
Sindh, if the country were cleared: of its impede 
ments fo fertility by jungle nnd will vegetation, 
In Egypt every cere of the senuty soil atfeetud, by 
the Nile is in the dames of the lasduadmans the 
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whole oxtent of the river, from the sea to the 
cataracts, perpetually smiles with alternate cops 
of wheat and, Diva (the Juwavi of Sindh): the 
vory gradual slope of the great plain of the Indus 
and the never-varying volume of its water give it 
great advantages over the Nile, the width of whose 
valley is somewhat less than six miles; yet how 
dissimilar is the scenc on the grent river! Leagues 
are traversed without a sign of hum an habitaton or 
industry; and the mighty stream flows on only to 
unrture rank luxuriance of tamarisk and jungle; 
how much longer such rich gifts of nature are to 
he wasted remains to be proved. 

The other dry grains are Badjri (Iloleus spi- 
catus); Ming (Phaseolus Mungo); grain and 
barley. Sisamum, linseed, castor oil, and mustard, 
ave the oil plants of the country: that expressed 
from the latter is in general use for domestic pur- 
poses (as cocoa nut oil is in India); it has a most 
offensive eMluvia, wud is badly prepared, 

Por purposes of commereial importance Sindh 
produces cotlon, indigo, opium, hemp, tobacco, 
sil(petre, alum, sulphur, and various drugs and 
dycs whose value requires to be further deter- 
mined, and with which our acquaintance is but 
limited, though all enquiry tends to show that 
there are amongst them many which may become 
valuable, and all ave worthy of being classed as 


useful. 
Golton is grown all over Sindh, but more par- 
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Geulavly an oxtensive trast reaching rom the co 
fines a Stbanlkét to the contee of the provineg, 
and known as the Chad, is especially approprinted 
to its cultivation. ‘The plant is of two deseriptions, 
mannuel and percunial; ta one ease it yields only 
one evop, bug in the lattor, he routs bet: lettin 
the ground, the shoots ave again productive. The 
pereunial isa large phint, the sume as Ait seen 
on the banks of the Nilo, wid yielding a yery large 
pod. ‘Rho produce is used only for hone comsanp. 
tion, in the mmutfietive of a eorse deseviption of 
cloth inueh required by the lower orders in Sindh, 
The whole culbivation is mimeh nelected, and ne 
pains bestowed on the picking, elennsiag, wl other 
provesses, Which make eotten so valiudle a portion 
of produce ie our own provinces, Tf aswers the 
purposes taimedintely required, and ju Sindh this 
is the ultimatum of all prodneds of the soil ‘Theva 
ean bone doubt, however, thie the cotton plant in 
Sindh, may ho merle to yield valnable restilty, toe 
there are vo ndvandiges passensed hye ot beat gots 
fon disticts whieh are nat alured by that county, 
and its cultivation may be iuerensed fo nny: ox. 
tent. ‘Tur quiuntity ab present proche in Northern 
Sindh may be about ten thonsand mands annually, 
The eropy are clused as Madre wl ALiiadai, wml 
and peremial, ‘Che season af sawing ds April, and 
the harvest is gathered ti Argeuat. Cotton aevils 
are vilunble us food for working entitle. tn the 
lower part of Sindh cotlon iss prawn in variants 
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tracts, but i¢ is considered of inferior quality. to 
that of the’Ubah, which latter is exported in small 
quantities to the upper countries and Muscat. 

° ‘Che indigo plant has in Sindh a climate and soil 
particularly adapted to its.development, and where 
cultivated, it has been considered of excellent 
quality, A limited quantity is grown in Upper 
Sindh, on the eastern bank of the river near Khyv- 
pir, In the Punjaub and Bhawalpir territories, 
immediately adjoining Sindh, indigo is very ex- 
tensively produced. It is used by the inhabitants 
of Sindh for the dye which all classes of Moham- 
modans give their clothes, and a small proportion 
is occasionally exported to the upper countries of 
Biltichistan and Candahar. Indigo forms a great 
article of trado between Muscat and Sindh: it is 
not so much the growth of this country, however, 
as of those above mentioned, 

The banks of the Indus, like those of the Ganges, 
are capable of producing this dye to a great extent, 
wore its valud sufficiently understood. At present 
it is limited in Sindh to home consumption; and* 
even when exported from the higher Indus is so 
much deteriorated by the small cakes into which ‘it 
is made up, as to be useless to the European market. 
Tt is undoubtedly one of those staple products which 
require attention, and will fully repay any efforts 
to extend its cultivation. 

The opium produced in Sindh has been con- 
sidered of so fine a quality as to be sont to Malwah,- 
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whove itis properly prepared for market Toa age 
is very general in Hie conntey, bot at erent deal is 
exported : its cultivation obtains principally ag 
Lavkhana, Shikarptty, uid) ot Che north ext. 
mily of Sindh, 

The sugiueenne atti geet size in Sindh, and 
nw eourse niticle is derived frome it, whieh is in 
common use all over Che country: Cat required for 
other than ordinary wants is applied from the 
Bombay market, a branch of tuule fi whieh the 
Mogul (Persinn) merchants were distinguished, 
There is a great inducement eld out in Sindh te 
improve this production, av it is in saeh constant 
demand throughout the conntries ino the orth 
west, whieh ave dependent on Resin nid Poeraia 
for ity supply; if finds its wary to the Tatters from 
Bombay, Sindh shonld oitevially help to taenish 
all Contra) Asin with this oosmatind ardiele af thod, 
The juice is expressed from thee ete by a iil, 
even ruder tn eonstiatetion thaw that used ie the 
Deehan amd Westen fidit, and thet botled, with 
eoub any: clarifying preeess. Tt becomes City en 
TnoTasses, conser Chan thie conve ceseription, 
known in Tuclin as dngai. 

Hemp is cultivated: ia every part of Sindh, for 
the sake of its secd, whieh haya cortain iatosienting 
fleet, andl is either ase ina liquitiod fom ar jade 
into paste, ented elas. 1 bein gener use hy 
all classea, Beyond this the plant is nat eorddepudl 
of any valnes and the natives appear to he totally 
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ignorant J8its other uses, for grass and hides were 
twisted into ropes for agricultural purposes, and on 
the river the Coir (cocoa-nut fibre) is employed as 
cords for the sails and vigging of the boats. 

The tobacco grown in Sindh is generally of in- 
different quality, and hardly merits a place amongst 
the valuable productions of the soil. All classes 
nse it, from the prince to the peasant, and smoking 
ocenpies probably the greater portion of Sindhian 
existence, Versian and Kandahar tobacco is pre- 
ferred by the wealthy ; the poorer orders alone use 
that of the country. 

Sal(petro abounds in the soil of Sindh, particu- 
larly the lower country, and is collected in great 
quantitics. In many districts the surface of the 
land is covered with a saline offlorescence, which is 
merely soraped away, and slightly prepared to 
furnish the article: its quality has been pronounced. 
exeellenty and Sindh has from this cause been at 
all thnes famous for the superiority of its gun- 
powder, Alitm and sulphur abound in the western 
hills bordering the province, where thermal springs 
ave also of constaut occurrence, Those near Kar- 
rachi aro the most famous in the country: the 
heat of the smallest is 120°, Tere ave fed and 
petted the sacred alligators (the tutelary deity of 
the river Indus), Tlundreds of these disgusting and 
cnormous brutes find a delightful retreat in the 
pools formed hy these springs. A tomb, as usual 
in Sindh, aver some holy Pir, is erected near the 
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spot; and a visit. to the alligator tartie, as tb is 
called, and hot springs, is a favourite break in the 
monotony of emnp Life ab Kur rachi, AL pont is 
gonorally snerificed ou these oecasions, and the 
scaly monsters leave their slimy holes to feed. at 
the call of the attendant who has change of the 
place. 

Sindh, as a rich pastoral country, ix very pro 
ductive in ghé, an indispensnble and expousive 
article of food in the Kast; if ia what muy he de. 
signated as liquified butter; and in this shape tb is 
transported in large leathorn bottles from one 
country to the other, Sindh exports ght ta (nz. 
frat, Cutch, and even to Muscat, 

Of the drngs and dyes of Sindh much eamot be 
said, for their merits have not been suficiently 
inquired into; spechnens of a fow sent to Caleta 
and Bombay were prononnerd valuable additions te 
the materia medica, and there eamnol bo w doube 
but that extended inquiry will lead to satiatielory 
results in this branch of Sindhion pradnetion, 

The colocynth. grows wild all over the desert 
tracts bordering Sindh; and antimony, a valuable 
minoral, is found abundantly in the neighbouring 
province of Lua. Sukur, a red dye, produced from 
the knot of the tamarisk shrub, is peentias to md 
much used throughout Sindh; in the norghom 
parts of the country it is found in proub quan 
tity, ‘Turmerick and Ktmha (or saftlower) are 
grown; but the best deseriplian af che Intter is 
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imported from the’ Upper conntry. Kara, a very 
usoful kind of alkali, is produced abundantly fron 
the incineration of jungle shrubs, which eontain 
a pont deal of saline matter: this article is ox 
ported in some quantitios, and used in dyeing. 
Pind Dadun Khan, in the Punjuub territorics, 
furnishes fine rock salt, used throughout the whole 
of the Upper Indus. [n the lower division ond 
Delta it is manufactured; in the latter fron the 
sen and elsewhere from. evaporation, produced on 
the efllovescent surfice of the soil, This is an 
article capable of becoming commercially important 
when exported through ¢he mouths of the lndus, 
Sindh is note wool-producing country, though 
it is to be obtained in its western confines ton 
grent oxtont, particularly in Gatchi and the Jhala- 
wan mountains of the Beahois: the Hindtis of 
the country carry on the taada, and thos much of 
the article comig into the Bombay market 
through Sindh is misnamed Sindhimy wool; many 
districts, however, accessible through Sindh nnd 
the Indus, yield this impovtant article abundantly: 
that finished by the Kilat territories finds its 
way to Bombay ofé the mowntninons road to Son- 
miani, at a great drawback in the expense of 
transport on emnels and purchase of protection: 
the tolls on the river and transit duties alone 
drive it to seek that route; for it would be in 
every way advantugcous to bring it to the Indus 
through Sindh by a short amd easy land carriage, 


98 PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS Loin, y, 


The high estimation in whieh it is held always 
secures ib a ready markel. The Berhot menitiins 
and vicinity of Kilab are ealedtated to praduea a 
hundged thonsanc of fleeecs wunaallys Che sheep fs 
the amall deseription, enlled tho deamda, wid is 
highly prized in all the countries ta the north: 
west, Mikran, the comey lying along Che const 
betaveon Sindh and Persia, ia also a wool-produchng 
tract, and exports direct from Sonminni, but fu 
thor north this branch of Gade will find its way 
through Sindh to the Indus. 

The above comprises the preseul productions of 
the country, which particularly merit attention 
from their applicability to foreign: preposes, and 
capability of increase in quantity, necarding to 
demand. ‘They at the sume time tend to demon 
strate that Sindh, under a Mheral administration, 
and if cneowraged to develope its resources, tsa 
highly-fevoured region, vieh in all the ossentiuls 
for providing amply for the wants of jetlense pupn 
lation, ov if vequived tienish a aupordbunelinee for 
neighbouring countries; whilsk Chere ave mnongst 
its productions those likely to he ta eanataut des 
mand for foreign nurkels aud nv vet trade, 
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Timber of Sindh — amall in Sizo, — ‘Trees. — Dates, — Luxari- 
ance of Grasses. — Fruits, — CGardons, — Vegotubles, — 
Manuhietures, — Ingenuity of Siudhinns, — Amna, Bolts, 
Shields, &e,— Looms of Sindh, —- Langit, — Silk Fabrics, — 
Caps. — Pottory, — Embroidery, — Leather, — Deied Fish, — 
Animata of Sindh, —- Camel, — Camol Saddle, — Riding 
Camol, — Horses, Yas, > Buffiloes, — Oxon — Game, 
Beasts of Proy.—Abundance of Water-fowl and Tixh,—Alli- 
gatora, Badgorg, and Otters, 


Tim timber of Sindh, though if may he con. 
sidered inexhaustible in quantity, is generally 
so small in size as scarecly to answer the agri- 
eultwral and domestic purposes required ina 
country where the houses and buildings generally 
are very confined; for the Jarger boats and other 
oxtensive uses, whether on the river or land, ib is 
brought from Choe uerth, or huported from Bombay. 
The principal jungle trees arc the tamarisk and 
bawbul (this Tabter is a deseription of the Mimosa, 
Arabica); both attain mnusuel size and lexuriance 
on the banks of the Indus, but are iL adapted for 
other than the comnonest purposes. ‘The Inuting 
grounds we rich in the buabul aid other Mimosa, 
and. their thick massive clusters are seen for miles 
along the hanks of (he river, rendering picturesque 
and otherwise relieving the monotony of the seene. 
nu 2 
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The tamarisk is the spontimeons production of the 
watery wastes af Studlir as fie! and small vettons 
for their sheds and temporary habitations, it is ve ry 
useful; its supply may be considered inexhanstibles 
our stemmers have much depended pon it eluting 
the Inst four years, and if (ie heeones essontially 
valuable lo the novigation of the river. Phe knots 
oy berries found upon this shrub are used as a dye 
before described, and the flowers for the same 
purpose are dried and exported. fn some: situ 
ations the tamarisk grows to the size of n jungle 
tree, aud is thon employed for milding the smaller 
craft employed on the viver, 

The acacia and tamarind ave plentifid ta Northern 
Sindh; both ave heautifal trees, There are also 
the ueem (Melia azadurachia), piput (Miers re. 
ligiosa), and a thorny, hardy shoith, ealled the 
Kér, abounds in Sindh; the Bly (Ziziphus jujuba) 
abtains great size, and the fndit is imuel esteomed, 
The date obtains all over the country, particularly 
in the higher ud warner portions: Hf forms a event 
ingvediont of food, and is clvied mud atoredl for cone 
simption ; the fruit is inferior to the Avabinn and 
Keyptim: i ripens at the hottest ported of the 
year, July, wit the Khim ptiz, or datesripening 
season, is looked upon as the masioun of hen, 
from which the climate is said to become temperate, 
The wood of (he palm is totally useless for building 
purposes, not lasting shove four or five yours, 

Nothing enn execed the lixurhmes of the grasses 
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and reeds on the bauks of che Indus; the thiekets 
formed by these in the preserves are quite ims 
pervious to any Dut the wild aninuds Crequenting 
them, ‘The camel-thorn, ov jawasi, covers lange 
tracts of country, altaining its greatest verdure mt 
the hottest and driest season of the yenr, Uins ve 
freshing the eye with is contrast to the avid soil 
around it The reed known in Sindh as Kane is 
in great use throughout the country for uty, mats, 
baskets, and other domestic purposes: it grows lo 
a great height, and has a beaulifid feathery top; 
itis knotted like the bamboo, wid is very dense on 
the western bank, above Buldkur. 

The fruits of Sindh are the date, mango (very 
good), apple (inferior), pomegranate, limes, oranges, 
citrons, anlberries, tamuaind, melons of every de- 
seription, mony of the fing sorts for whieh Can 
dahar and Cabul are fimous, pistachio nits, 
jembtt or wild plum, grapes, plantiing, &e, near 
Shikarpiiy; qnd on the eastern bank, near Ror, 
and ab Tyderabad, the gardens are very Txuriant, 
and at the beginning of the het mouths (he whole 
country is well supplied with fowers, particularly 
voses. ATL classes take great plensure in having 
large gardens, wherein nave pissed the hours of re. 
laxation; Mahonmnedans and Uindtis alike spend 
mnneh money, and hestow greab attention on thin 
pursuit, AG Shikarptar the wealthy Soucars vie 
with eveh obher in Cheir pleasure grounds: Ceiil 
wad flowers are none cultivated; (he common vege 

ud 
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tables of the country grow in the fields with the 
regular crops, ad consist of onions, spinach of 
various yorts, turnips, radishes, carrots, gurlic, cup. 
sacuns, various kinds of pumpkins, tho ope plant 
(called bengum in India), beans, pons (answering 
to the lentil of Ngypt), wid various other exeulents; 
these ave generally sown in the xpare corners of 
tho wheat or jnvari fields, according: fo the time of 
year, ‘The potato was found to thrive in Sindh, 
and might be advantageously introduced as an 
article of food. Studhians of wll classes, tt should be 
observed, ave nol very purticular is to food, mim 
or vegetable, The entrails of auimulsy nicl dig. 
gusting offal are considered us choice moreeaua, 
and the root of the lotus, which Denutitil plant 
completely hides the surface of (he largest lakes, is 
enton as aw vegelable. ‘The sweet potuto is pleutiful, 
and forms v fivourite and yery gener articly of 
nourishment with the natives. 

The manufactured productions of Sindh ave not 
numerous, unl appear tobe contined to ie passing 
wanis of its inhabitants, ‘The uatives aa piu 
ticularly ingenions as weavers, tarners, and arlisnns, 
and are noted for a very curious description of 
wooden Jacqueredavork, whieh hes attained for 
them a great reputation throughout fudin ‘The 
articles of this deseription, made ab Myderabad, 
have been esteemed ay great enviosities even in 
England; but asa proof of the desertion of (he 
workinen, only one is left at che capital capable of 
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doing this specimen, of purely Studhian inyention, 
The best workmen and avtificers, iuding: plenty of 
employment wider milder govertiments, cntigrite to 
Bombay antl other places, where they produce benu 
tiful ornmmmental work in wood and ivory, admitting 
of » comparison with that of Chinn, The amns of 
Sindh ave very superior to those of ios parts of 
India, particularly the weateldock-hurvels, which 
we tvisted in the Dianaseus style. The uobles 
unt chiely procure many from Persia and Con- 
stuntinople, and these are highly prized, Dut nemly 
as good can be made in the country. ‘They are ine 
luid with gold, and vory highly finished. Some very 
good, imitutions of the Huvopean “lint lock are to he 
mel with: our guns and vifles, indecd, ave only 
prized for this portion of their work; the barrels 
we considered too slight, and ineupable of sus 
tainting the hewvy charge whieh (he Sindhian always 
gives his piece. ‘The Europeu lock is attwebed to 
the Bastern barrels the best of doe Mantow’s til 
Purdy’s guns and villes, of which sufliciont to stock 
wshop have a various (mes been presented: to (he 
Sindbinn chic hy the British government, shire 
this mutilating fate. ‘Lhe Sindh meteldock is av 
heavy unwieldy am; Che stock much (oo Tight for 
the great welght of the buerel, wad curiously shaped, 
Oug of the Aimies used owe improved: percussion 
Pifle, bub he wes an exeeption to te peter! 
vulo, the prejudice being generally decidedly in 
favour of the native weapon. ‘Phy Sindhian sword: 
wd 
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blades are large, curved, very sharp and well 
tempered. ‘The sheath also contaiis a receplicl 
for a sinall knife, used for food and other usefinl 
purposes, ‘The helts are leather or cloth, richly 
embroidered, Great lavte is aya displayed ty 
tho manufacture of the pouches ~-+ paraphernalia 
attached to the waist,  Shickds are made from 
rhinoceros hides, richly embossed with bras or 
silver, carried over the shoulders, or strapped hes 
tween them. Sindhinns of all chusses, Bildehin or 
Jutts, always travel fully aceoutred, the match. 
lock sluig across the eunel generally with a red 
cloth cover: a group thus equipped lus a very 
picturesque offect. 

The looms of Sindh ave appropriated to the mane 
fecture of various deseriptions of course silk and 
cotton cloths, ov of fabrics hall silk mal half cottons 
for the latter beutiful articles the country was 
inuch celebrated 5 and of Uhese the Liiphis of Sindh 
were highly estimated, ancl fishioneble nt all the 
courts in Indias; and Tattah formerly owed its 
great vepitation to their production ¢ these of 
Millan and Bhewalpttr have, however, completely 
superseded the Sindh fabrie, mid Cho lator are now 
comparatively searce in the coulry. ‘The conse silk 
goods, of which there uve Tay sorts, We Woyert 
from. sill imported fron China, Persia, and Tike 
isten; the wv iuaterial is prepared and dyod in 
Sindh, Cochincul, madder, and the dyes in general 
use are brought (rom the northwest. Those articles 
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are of iuferion quality, wanting the gloss whieh: is pe- 
vuliae to silk fibrieswhen properly prepared, Mitta 
and Bhawalptie now supply all the superior cde. 
soviptions of silk manuiebuved goods constaned in 
Siulh, No native of any protensions lo rauk is 
complete in his costiane withoul a waistband of 
silk, always of sturdling colour and anple dimen 
sions; the bright-coloured caps ave also of the 
same inaterials amongst the rieb, and of gaudy 
chintz and cotton with the lower orders, The 
native cotton of the country is used for vary 
vourse prrposes 3 and for finer work, the Muropean 
prepared or spun thread is imported. The cloths 
produced are in great demand mnongst a poor 
population, who have hitherto been able to do 
little more than clothe themselves in the simplest 
manner. Blue dyed cotton garments are in general 
use amonpst all classes, Goats’ hair is woven 
into conve clothing for cold weather, and ropes 
wuxl sacks fop conveying grain, &e. on emnels mid 
asses. Wool is moistened and benten out from 
pulp into what ave called nmmunmds, used as saddle 
cloths and carpets. The nuomlachure of the many. 
colonved gaps worn by the Sindhinny is aun in. 
portant featiae ino native handywork. The most 
glaring and fineifilly Cinted silks and co¢fons are 
employed in the production of this highly prized 
portion of costume 5 and Che result isa considerable 
displiry of laste und diversity of colots.  Sindhinn 
pottery is superiors water vessels and a henutiful 
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description of glazed coloured Cie are produced for 
the decoration of the domes, musjids, &o. ‘The flat 
thin bricks used in the anvient tombs near Tabtuly 
have been universally admived for thebe bewtiful 
finish and fino polish. Their texture isso hard and 
close, that the edges of the buildings wre as perteet 
and well defined now as when originally erected, 
though many of then date some centuries from 
their foundation, 

Embroidery is beautifully done in leather and 
cloth by Afghans, Dub the preparation of leather 
is that for which Sindh is finnous, mil it supplies 
many foreign markets with its tomed hides; in 
these the whole countvy is very vieh.  Larkhine 
in Northern Sindh has a very largo establishment 
of this sort, and leather is a grent and important 
branch of export trady for Sindh tor waist belts, 
arms, and the large boots worn hy the Mahom- 
mnedans of rank iu travelling, The skin of the 
kotal-pucha, ov hog deer, is used; Jor yater vessels, 
that of the goal; and for other purposes, ox hides, 
Tho bark of the buubul is employed in the tin 
ving process, and the leather of all deseriptions 
is Demiti(ully soft and very diuwble,  Sueks of 
sheops’ or goats! skins we used to curry water 
throughout the desert tract of Sindh, and ulso 
provide the natives with means af crossing tho 
viver und its branches. ‘The water is Chon ponved 
off, and the suck, being blown wp nud tied round the 
stomach, serves to buoy the Caveller over the 
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turgid streams fn reaching the shove he refills the 
skin, nnd pursues hisjourney. Much cave is required 
in adjusting the bulanee nicely : the body must be 
exuclly in the contro af the tuflated skin, whieh is 
turned with the legs of the beast wpwards, and 
strapped to the thighs and shoulders, The slightest 
deviation enuses a capsize; and few but those well 
tained can carry oul this operation successfully. 
The chaguls, ov leuthern water bottles of Sindh, 
are tastclully ormunented, and much valned. 

Dried fish may be mentioned as gion, export 
from Kearrachi to Cuteh and Guatrat and Muscat. 
Sharky fing also find their way to Bombay. 

Tt remains Lo enumerate (he animals in (his tract 
of country 5 and fist in importance is the ened, 
which is very genorally vowed throughout the 
whole of Sindh, and justly estimated for ity in- 
calewlable utility. ‘Phe Delta of the Indus and. 
some mnshy parts of the river's Dunks upper 
equally fiveyrable to the animal as the dry aud 
desert (reets castiyard, where tC is genorally Gott 
sidered lo be fu tts natural locality + lige herds, 
however, pasture in the sediummued tamarisk of the 
swimps th the Delta, and appewr to thetye well. 
The whole of the land traffic, from (he sew to dhe 
remolust paris of Gontval Asia, is carried on hy 
ewucls: without it Che merchan’s calling must 
cease, and the wants of thousamds be mmprovicer) 
for. Tn Sindh it is also used for agricultural and 
domestic purposes, particulurly in che lower part 
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of the river, where if invariably (ons Che water. 
wheel or off mill, and is oecasionily harnessed: (o 
the plough, Land travelling ix only to Tie elfootoy 
conveniently by means of the cuuel, whieh is both 
capuble of great endurauce, wad is Roel, Stre, td 
easy. Persons unused to camel viding find the 
pace of the animal fatiguing, Dut alter ae Tittle 
practice ib is resorted to for long journeys in pres 
ference to any other mode of travelling, and 
eamels when well (rained nequire a pree hy no 
moans disagrecable, 

The cumel saddle too af Sindh is vemurkubly 
luxurious, and the wenlthy expend Targe sans 
upon their frmniinre and trappings, using a variety 
of soft well-padded saddle cloths of silk, satin, ov 
embroidered cloth, decored with an abtuneduneg 
of fringe und tassels. Neckluces of white shells 
strang on erimgon cords are also common de 
corations, und a grea nan imagines H impossible 
to expend Loo much on his camel's gen, 

The best riding enamels are branght tron Mi 
kran, and their speed when well trained is almost 
ineredible, the pace being along trol. ‘Nhe saddle 
is so divided by an arch of wood-work in the eoutre, 
as to he capeble of aceonmuodating two persons 5 
and the servant who guides: the uninl sits in 
front of his master, and holds the eords that ae 
fixed tou peg thet passes through the nostril of 
the cumel, and hy whieh he is governed. 
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Seyuds who consider the eamel as a sacred 
animal, and the care of it honourable, breed Tune 
ninnhors, and the mille is consti ly used ia commen 
with that of the bulvoe wud sheep: itis nutritions 
aud pleasant in fayour, but soon becomes sour by 
expostite to Dent. 

The hovse of Sindh is a large powerful anime, 
bred by the Bildehi chiefs in Targe mimbers, but 
they ave Ceained (oun mubling, shuffling: pace, in- 
tolerable to any but an Asiatic riders the flectent 
and best horses used in the country are broaght 
from Khorassan, and are selected hy freehooting 
chiefs in consequence of (heir swiftness and power, 
The common sleods ridden by the Sindhinns wre 
Yabis, thing bony, miserable creatures, but yet 
capable of extraordinary endurance and fitigue. 
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The wealthy mon in Sindh feed their horves 
highly, and exparison them with (uate nud splendony, 
Silver mountings, pomumels, and StLrups, are COU 
mon with rich velvet aud silver housings, Neck 
laces of blue herds ure also general, na they ave 
considered a protection against the evil eye,” 

The Yabtis on the contrary always look starved, 
but in that condition are eonsidered most. serviea. 
able by their owners, who reur them to endure 
hardships, and leave them saddled mid bridted for 
hours after a journey, without paying them the 
slightest attention, ‘Nhe mutes of Sindh wlan de. 
serve attention as a most wehd minal: they arc 
large and strong, capable of hearin heavy loads, 
and living on the hardest fare, Asses ue of Inve 
size, and shave with camels the inked earringe of 
the country ; they are principally used by the 
poorer Hindi trulers, 

Tho Sindhiuns, those particularly of Upper Sindh 
and the intorlor, aren very pastoral people, who 
breed and tend vast amubers of cattle. A main 
Sindh, as among the putriarely of the dows, ix eon 
sidered wealthy end rospectuhle according to lis 
possessions in cattle, and large (riety ave used ax 
pasturage ground. The Duftnloes or water kine 
abound in every hamlet; and aim must be poor 
indeed who does not possess one op more, ‘The 
milk forms ono of tho staple conmiodities of food 
among the peasunts, who et thas eum, and sell ih 
to their richer neighhours, ‘The oxen of Sindh avo 
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small but strong to lahour, very numerous all ever 
the country, and in mniversal use for agricultural 
purposes, the plongh, water-wheel, cart, oil mill, 
&e,; and the goats are abundant and singarly lenge 
and handsome. Tho Mahommedans seldom kill 
sheop, but prefer goat's (lesh, and ou the amival of 
any stranger of note at: a village, the chiclinyaviably 
sends hin a present of a kid wherewith to make nv 
feast. ‘The sheep of Sindh is very inferior bo, the 
short-legped, thiekly-vooledt deseription of the west 
om mountains, known as the Ddmnde ; the country 
id too: swampy for the animal to thrive in. 

Game of every kind is abundant iu Siudhs of the 
smaller doseription purtridges are most common, 
and the Mahommedan gentlemen hunt them with 
hawks, which is a favourite diversion, The kotah- 
pacha too, or hog doer, i¢ the great object of sport, 
for which the Shikargalis ave maintained 5 the flesh 
is finely favoured and mueh esteemed, This animal 
attains greats sizo in Sindh; and the wild hog ntao 
affords them, prent sport, aleleonyel they abhor tlre 
flesh as good Mahommedans, ‘Phe poorer elnsses of 
Sindhians ent it, and indeed there ave few things they 
vofases they ure only equalled in this respect by the 
ovt-casts of India, who feed on carrion. Tn Imting 
wild hog, largo Afghan dogs of great power nud 
ferocity aro used to harass and worry the beast, 
until, having in some meastire expended his sirength 
for the amusement of the hunters, his career is 
ended by the matchlock-men, who take every une 
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fair advantage of the diffieuties in whieh he js 
placed. The principal beasts off prey are foxes, 
wolves, jackuls, ryenas, und tigers: the last, hoy. 
evor, are by no meus common, hut they are 
eagerly sought for by dhe Jevers of Che chose, as, in 
addition to the excitement such noble gine affords, 
the bones of tigers are gonsiderod ws futillible 
remedies of all disease, and possessed alsa oft a 
power to proteet persons and lihitations: lor this 
reason, in Sindh, Ggers are frequently kept in cages 
near the tombs of holy nen, and tod by the pious 
in the neighbourhood. “The wolves are so daring 
aud voracious as to ablaek hitiim beings when 
asleep or unprepared 5 the jackals are excoodingly 
numerons and very bold. 

The poorclassesmmong (he Sindhiuns ave fortunate 
in having two great mous of subsistence in (he 
fish and wild fowl, with whieh the viver, hikes, and 
tanks abound, The Intter are to be seen ii flocks 
on cyery large piece of water in the remy, and 
the people ave expert in snoring them’ while of the 
latter, so preat a variely abounds in every ROT4ON, 
that i¢ is tnpossible (o onmmerate them: sixteen 
varieties, it is suid, ave to he found in the tadus in 
Upper Sindh alone, and of (hose the best known ts 
the sable fish, or palfah, whieh (he people broil, by 
this means divesting it of its extreme tities, und 
rendering it wholesome fool The Adauga ar, the 
singara, the gar, and the dndai, ave all excellent 
and wholesome, Dnt many of Che vest are (oo bony 
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to bo agreeable food, The villagers alse breed 
large quantities of fowls, which are to he purehased 
very cheaply, and are much used as food by the 
Mohommedaus, When first our (roops entered 
Sindh, o pair of fine fowls might always be hud in 
exchange for an empty bottle, Int the constant 
demand has now inereased their value: emply 
bottles, however, are"nol such eurfosities now us 
thoy were wont to be; Uiree ov four years’ oceupit- 
tion of the country by British troops has occasioned. 
avery liberal supply of the article. Sindh is a very 
thirsty climate | 

The fudus, in addition to the multiplicity of fish 
to be found in its waters, ahounds with alligators, 
badgers, ancl otters. ‘The alligator is venerated in 
Sindh, as ib was mnongst the anciowt Meyptians, 
and, like the Ugers, occupies distinguished posi- 
tions uear the tombs of their saints, as ab Pfr 
Puitte or the Biel creek, and at Pie Mamgar near 
Karachi, where it receives divine honours, and is 
srered (oO the river, ns elyewheru noticed: the de 
seriplion peculiar to the Tudus is styled the gurrial, 
ov Tong-ssnouled, ‘The badgers are hunted for the 
sake of theiv skins, Cor it is quite cold enough in 
Sindh at times to estimate Che comfort of warm 
clothing; mud the otfer is petted and becomes, in 
some instunces remmarkiwhly cocile, 
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River Lndua, —Lroduative Value, —Vieklo Charnator af Stream, 
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yal Phenomena of Tndus.——Importance wand Dithenttivg af Nae 
vigation, — Steam Boats: — Preset Steamers ill mlaptod 
Description requiveds— Native Methods al mevigadings the 
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for tho Stcam.—Jumptis of the Amis Pietivesqne Clue 
racter of 


Tw considering Sindh, its noble river forme its first 
and most characteristic fenture, 

Ag a vich vein, ib now glides, now rushes from 
itg nowntain soureo mid the snow-capped line 
layas to the Indian occu, becombug as it (lows the 
benefactor of ull avound, offering tertility to the 
hushandman end bringing wealth to tha mereliunt, 

Stil, calm, and wanquil dusiig the winter 
months, the Indus creeps sluggishly on Uhrough 
Sindh, betaveen banks covered with dark tomuuisk 
ov shaded by the thick folinge of (he Attys! hunting 
forests; but ng the snows of the mountnings dissolve 
Henevth the intense heat of simmer, they swell the 
river tide, its waters rise, overflow the neighbouring 
lends, and rolling on in fist. succession, present to the 
aye the rush of wn Cuegid siren, seureely loss mmpidl 
than that. of the Rhone, and haying pyratory ene: 
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rents, with whirlpools of the most dangerous de. 
geviption, 

Tt iy abthis period, however, that the Tidus ix 
really velnable. Ab other seasons it is a inedium 
of (ransit only, bub now it also becomes the pro- 
ductive source of evory benefit whieh the imne- 
diate country yields lo its inhabitants. lowing as 
a broad and noble stream, navigable Crom Atlock 
to the sea, a distance of more than nine lumdred 
milos, it becoinas, like the Nile, the great benefactor 
of the denizens of alarge and peculiar connlry, who, 
situated beyond the periodical rains of the tropics, 
would be, but for the rich gifts of the Indus walters, 
exposed to perpetual Inbour, as well as bo the dread 
(ul chances of frequent fuming, in the alinost 
hopeless task of cudeayouring to raise the means 
of lite by artificial irvigation, ina country where, 
from. oxcessive heat, the luge Uaets must still re- 
main a wide, burning, and uncultivated desort, 

Thuppily, however, such is not the case; and 
from. the imisery mud devastating effect of such 
finines as are (oo common in Tndia, the viver of 
Sindh nob only suves tts inhwhitants, bub has made 
them tho envy of less favoured lrcty, many of 
which, though holding a high character for fortility, 
must yield the palm of productive power bo Sindh 
with its ebornal sourecot productivencss in the Lidus. 

As inueh leamed anc intricate controversy has 
been oeeasioned, and will yet in all probability 


arise, in attempting lo solye questions of ancient 
12 
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geography, pavtionlarly as affects the loealidies of 
Lower Sindh, the subject may adyantugeousty he 
dismissed. at once, by relorring the curious in such 
intricato matters to the anthorities themaclyos, for, 
in consequence of the capricious charnetur of the 
river in its flow, channels, currents, and inunda 
tions, sometimes gliding along almost impeveep- 
tibly, and again rushing ‘on at the speed of seven 
knots an hour, sometimes inmudating the country 
on cither side to a distance of several miles, and in 
the following senson Durstiung violently over ono 
bank fo the destruction of towns and villages, 
leaving the opposite country dry and desert, over 
forsaking old boundaries and making (ov itsell Cresh 
channels, it would seem, that on this ils peentian 
character may be charged much of tha dowht, dit 
fioully, and, ib may be suid, impossibility of dating 
the fluctuations of its waters, or caloulating with 
necessary exavtness the probable position of cities 
and places which have mr interest to tho elassieal 
historian. 

Tn proof of this the mutives themmelves: cousidar 
it quite uncortain when they lene the npper part 
of the viver as to whieh of its amma in the Delta 
may be open to them on amival there The very 
aceurute ind elaborate surveys coupleted some sx 
or seven yeurs since, are now of little or uo value 
as guides in the navigation of particule portions 
of the strenm, so completely is i¢ rltered; and avy 
further remarks therefore on ity fickle character 
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must be superfluous. The roelky poing of Selovun, 
in all probability, offers in its old castle the only 
monnmmont of the Grecian expedition extant in the 
wWholo line of the Indus. It is possible that trom 
this spot the Macedonian hevo “made excursions 
aguinst Oxicanus and Sanbus in the mountains 
(i.e towards Gundava and those which approach 
the stremn (rom the great rge), and on his return 
built a commodious fort overlooking the river.” 
The peenliar position of Sehwun, and the immense 
artificial mound in which its old fort is built, give 
it fair claims to rank as a genuine specimen of an- 
tiquity, {ailing nb lenst any competitor with higher 
pretensions, — Beyond this often-quoted but. still 
uncertain remnant of Alexander's march, there is 
nob immediately on the whole line of Jidus, whe- 
ther in Sindh or further north, one traceable wont 
ment of antiqidly + even his alturs have disappenred 
with the ground on whieh they were ereeted, and, 
us places, Prttale (Tatler) and the Delta itself 
avo looked for with meertainty, The & Barbarieun 
Lamport,” whence, according: to the  Periplus,” 
the expedition sniled upwards to Minigura, whilst 
on their way to the South, would appear to reduce 
the latter bo some point low down the river, whilst 
with mitigqinwian anxiety ib is generally looked for 
some six hundred aniles up the strom, — Suel 
are a few specimens merely adduced as unsatis- 
faetory results of Jearned controversy in he come 
parative geography of the Indus, [é shonld not 
a) 
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be omilted Lo mention, however, dhit while aeinal 
aud existing proofs in relies and identity of loculi. 
ties ave looked for in vain, (he accuracy of Alox. 
ander’s historians is daily proved by the inoturid 
phenomena of the river, character ol! the county 
through whieh it flows, wd many ef the customs 
of the inhabilanis preserved even fo the present 
day. 

To come within the date of authentic history, 
there can be no doubt that the viver took a more 
easterly course through a great part of Sindh 
than at present: ils old channels still to be seen 
corroborate Utis, as also rains of cities men. 
tioned by tho early Mahonmedin historians, as 
having beeu situated on its Danks: all the places 
described in the first conquest of the eomntey ave 
thus recognizable, particularly the aneient Ulndi 
capital, situated in the uorthem division efore 
alluded to, now some aiiles from the strewn, 
though the rivor is expressly anid to uve warhol 
the city walls: o bridge and dry chatnel testify to 
this fact. The progress of the Indus‘ through 
Sindh to the present day is generally westward, 
and at Seluvun the voeky burvier even does nob 
arrest tis progress, A pass by the stvonm, which 
admited the Bombay division of the Gabul army 
in 1839, was in 1841 obliterated; Uhe road over 6 
shoulder of the hills Had succumbed to the action 
of the river, Bukkur could haedly linve existed ab 
the time of the Greeks, ov Mwy would lave mon- 
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tioned so prominent a fouture in the stream, yen 
here tho vocky banks searecly confine the sureun 
just nbove this poin The Indus oversprends 
ghoat oxtent of its western bunk, aud has continned 
to do so for years, to Ue inprovement of the 
revenues of the Mughulli distviet, in which Shi- 
karptir is situated, and consequent deterioration of 
the eastern districts of Khyrpir,  Bebween the 
Christian and Mahonmmedan eras the river in all 
probability forsook ils old channel near Alor (traces 
of which ae palpable), and has continued « 
westerly progress ever since as far as the Della, 
whore it hardly retains the sune main branch of 
oxil Lo the sea for (vo successive seasons. 

Tho river vans ina general direction newly 
north and south. he iundutions commence in 
Mareh (about the 28d), Dut wre seusibly felt in he 
lower portions of Sindh, so as to fill the arms of 
the Delta, and the channels horering from the 
min stream, only tu the middle of May. The 
rveliring of the waters boging about Ce end of 
September, 

Tho vise is first shown, not by any very per 
ceptible inerense in quantity, so much as by aceele- 
rated flow, Aboubl August it ablains its maxbuum, 
and the Lfds, a4 they are culled in the country, 8 
general overspreuding of (he floods, ou which fer 
tility is so much dependent, are looked for wl Unt pars 
ticular period, Themugnificonce of this grand feature 
in nature must Hen be seen to he fully appreciated j 

14 
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the Mita Durya, ov “sweet water seq,” 18 1 is styled, 
is thon in all its glory, aud second only iu sublinity 
of effect to those wirivalled strony which traverse 
the vast continent of the New World, Iu suporidy 
to all other rivers, whethor of Asia or Afvicn, in 
size and volume, Its average browlth below lly. 
devabad is three quarters of a mile; Dut highor 
up, and at Schwun, it is wider, In some places it 
is literally, as styled hy the natives, a sees for the 
banks are lost, and nothing but water mnects the 


eye, Tho great expanse of lako Mumelur has heen * 


alluded to; but when this space of newly threo 
hundred square aniles of wator is viewer! only as an 
outlet of the waste inundations of the river, ib 
affords a striking proof of their magnitude, A 
great peculiarity in the course of the strewn and 
evidence of its force is here observe. Meeting the 
rocky barrioy at Schwnn, it repurpitates for ten 
miles up a westerly channel into the luke, which s 
thus fed by the Narrah river flowing into it from 
the Indus northward, and mother braich from the 
castivand, 

From Schwun to the northorn extremity of Sindh 
the width of the viver is less than below; but at 
Mittun, where the five great tributaries effect a 
junction, it is upwards of two thousand yrds in 
expanse. ‘The above dimensions of course apply to 
the period of floods, 

‘The decrease in the viver in September is atondy; 
and although the exact period of its mininune in 
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Sindh has not heen determined, it will probably be 
in Fobruary, Rain and the melting snows of the 
JUmalaya Mountains are considered to supply the 
floods of the Indus, but principally the Tatton, as 
evinced in their steadiness of rotreat, aud a certain 
period of stationary maximun of inundation. Sud- 
den rises may be attributed to rain in tha countries 
to the north, through which the fecders of the 
Judus flow; but these are accidental, for these coun- 
tries are not regularly supplied with rain: the posi- 
tion of the sim at the equinoxes determines the rise 
and fall, and affords a decisive proof of the gront 
source whence the Indus derives its supply. lor 
fall and elaborate particulars, however, respecting 
the peculiar phenomona of the stream as observed in 
Lowor Sindh, the reports of those scientific oflles 
(Lieutenants Wood and Carles) whose attention 
was exclusively directed to this duty, must be re 
forrerd to. To thege i6 world be presumptuous to 
add, and therefore they may he cousidered as pros 
viding overyvequisite informetion on this interest. 
ing part of the subject. 

The iavigntion of the Tudns is the point of 
highest importines connected with Sindh, and that 
to which altontion niusb daily beeome more parti- 
cularly directed. ‘The characteristic fontures of 
this river being for one half of the year extraordi- 
nary velocity, with a narrow end constaully varying 
mnain stremn, and the other half the smne uncertain 
corse, want of depth of water, and a sligeish cur 
vent, it 18 evident that no ordinary obstacles ave to 


122 PERSONAL, OBSERVATIONS Joan vin 


be overcome, ere the passage of the Indus can 
be completely commanded, xo ay fo enstre thosg 
ends which give it value for wilitury, bub partion. 
larly commercial purposes; experioner, howeve, 
having shown, that tho difliculties, though some. 
what greater than those of the Ginyges, are sitll only 
such as must sink under energy and our inex 
haustible resources. ‘Chere cat be no dowhe chat 
time is alone required to gain practical experignee, 
and ultimately the attainment of all om objects in 
this great river, as far as mechunicnl results are lo 
be considered, 

Since 1840 only, have we had we simall steam 
flotilla, consisting of four il-adupted iron bouts on 
the Indus; and for the first your of this export. 
mental establishment, nothing was enueoiuntered 
but diseppoinunents: the-deep channel was never 
long preserved, and between grounding on snk 
banks ond getting into the nearly overwhelming 
currents and eddies, with consequent cumuyses to 
inachinery and tackle, the trip hetween Tuttuh and 
Sukku occupied newly as long an common 
Sindhian river craft. In 1842 the cuse was widely 
different; the officers of the steamers had become 
fully acquainted with the dificultios agninst which 
they had to contend, and their voyuges with or 
against the stream were made ensily and with 
genoral regularity, ‘The native pilots were ua 
longer indispenseble; und duily exporiencings the 
constant changes and peculinvitios of this capricious 
river, our own people knew how to provide against 
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them. All these bouts, however, live (oo great wt 
draught of water,—are so weak in their machinery, 
and in every way so ill adapted for any purposes 
But the conveyances of theiy own fuel, that with 
the grentest difficulty in times of extreme wyency 
could a handfull of troops, or a smell quantity of 
wreasure or stores, be transinitted by them. ‘These 
attempts, therefore, which were after all merely 
experimental, would be no discouragement had they 
proved utter failures; bué such is not the cuses 
even these inadequate boats could generally make a 
regular run between Tabtah aud Sukkuy, « distance 
of three hundred and twenty-six miles, during the 
avontest velocity of the current, in from seven to 
eight days, and the downward trip in fifteen to 
twenty how's steuning, ‘Cho greatest dranght of 
water allowable by those whose opinions are valu. 
whle, for steamers on the Tidus, is considered to be 
thirty inches, better if only two feet; they should 
bo long, and of the growtest power consistent with, 
lightuess, hating in tow neeonmnodation or bagpuge 
bouts, the steamers being only used for their awit 
officers, and transport of their own fuel: thus, in 
tho Ganges a stemner of one hundred and twenty. 
five feet in length tows a boat of this sort, capable 
of containing four thonsand foot of envgo, weighing 
forty tons, and drawing only ab the maximum 
eighty iuchess making seven miles an how against 
the streaa ‘The steamers now runing in ¢he 
Jndus average a draught of thirty-three inches 
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unladen, and ave therelore wanting tia primary 
essential for the purposes required, Stoam ix the 
indisponsable agent to the navigation of the Tndug 
lo any satisfactory cud: with it andl exporienes lb 
aitide ns there te no more obstacles cneountered 
than are usually to be met with in every under. 
taking of the present day, whieh niet have u 
beginning ere it can have a vesull, 

The native method of unyiguting the tidus is 
ude, and in accordance with the slate of the tnlia 
bitants of Sindh, and the eountrios Chrough which 
the river flows: a deseription of the ealt and 
system gonerally will tend foreibly to oxemplily 
tho ubler hopelessness of allempling to cope with 
such a river by any such menns; indecd, ib is only 
a subject of extreme astonishment that the tidus 
has, under such civermstnuces, ever been pase ta 
means of transit upwards, aul may only he ae 
counted for hy that pationt enduranes, the result 
of apathy, which in the Mast nesomplishes its pu 
pose, not by inethods or oxpedionts, ado miueli us by 
an unlimited oxhaustion of tine nid Inbon 

The boat in common ve for trausport in Sindl 
aad the lower river is the Ditadi, that bottomed, 
with a slight convex inclination, for Ce additional 
facility of getting off sund-lunka; it then spins 
yonnd on ils centre, aud has a prenter chanes of 
giving way to tho force of the enmrent, whilst 
completely Unt bottom would hold to (he ground, 
and it would be diffteuls to remove w orult aller 
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she had onec touched « soft sand-bank in the 
Jndus, The stern and fore-part of the Dima are 
flat, and slope inwards, the former boing at a con- 
siderable angle to the surfnee of the water, somo- 
what higher than the other part of the boat: there 
is also # slight decrease in the breadth at its extre- 
millos; one of the advantages of a slopmg front is 
the facility afforded for ranning in on the banks 
when required to degeo (ov fasten to the shore), or 
parrying the shocks whon forcibly driven on it. 
The radder is very large, aud shipped as usual, or 
often in heavy boats by a complicated system of 
ropes and poles, whieh work outside the stern, tho 
steersman. holding both ends of the polo, increasing 
his Iahour lo a great oxtont. The mast is stepped 
very far forward on, strong cross-heams, and ve- 
moveble ab pleasure: the sail is of the lightest 
material, and oblong, always placed behind tho 
mast, and. stretched between two thin poles; it can 
only be used with the wind nearly aft and light, for a 
ali Dreoze Would dostrey the whole tackle, The 
size of theso boats viries from ten to one hundred 
tons: the ropes ava of the coir or cocoaiut fibres 
and tvom the dificulty of procuring any Jarge 
timber, the whole is constructed of small picees of 
the wood of the country fastened together with 
pegs, often of bamboo, ivon being only used to 
seeura the vibs and knees: so weak is the whole 
aflair, that during the floods it is calowated some 
fovly ov fifty boats are lost in the fowor part of the 
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river annually, ‘Tho Diindi consists of ihren lige 
tinct parts, the two sides and bottom, the latter 
being adjusted to the others hy warping: the end 
up to the slopa required, wd then steengihened 
with joints or rihs (as they are Cormod) + Ges boat 
thus admits of being dismembered wid transported, 
a fact corroborative of the ucenracy of Alexander's 
historians, who describe the sume process, — ag 
may to this day he seen on this river, ‘The 
dangers of Tndns navigation to uative cvitt are 
increased by logs of wood fixing in the sund-henks, 
and projecting their poiuts upwards, culled tn the 
Mississippi, and American vivers, svqgees sun im 
fortrmate Dindi or Zorack, if east by one of 
these, i is soon a wreek. ‘Teak ix preferred hy Jioat. 
men from ils greet strength to all other woods; 
but it is too expensive for ordinary builders: next 
to it the fiz, cedar, mad other thunder trom, Che Pao 
jeub and northern countriox, is sought for, 

Tn tracking against the strom, (he ype bs passed 
throngh a hole in the top of thy mat, and then 
connecter with the stem post. Considerable length 
is alowed, to pormit the hont ta shoot into deep 
water; and in tracking near the banks, shords are 
mmouneed by the lending tracker, when [ie spare 
rope is given out, and the donb Mies afl into the 
deep stream. ‘These ropes constantly break, pars 
Uculurly in attempting to tun points, rernd 
which the stream rushes with grent fares, aul thus 
a milo or two, the best portion perhaps of a day's 
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labour, is lost; for it is no ousy matter to arrest the 
progress of a cralé when once the stream has caught 
her. ‘he munber of trackers varies with the size 
of the eratt, Int is generally very inadequate to the 
work to he porformed. 

The shape of this boat is little to he altered in 
its adaptation for the peculiarities of the Tides: 
the fit ties tn its exceedingly fragile construction ; 
and were it intended to inerease the mmnber of 
sailing cralt on the Indus, the Diindi, of move 
durable materials, night woll be adhered to, Bub 
the form is the only portion to he commended; the 
whole detail is rude, and inudequate beyond mens 
sure, and conseqnently its advaniuges in one t- 
apeet ure more than counterbalanced by the de- 
ficienctes in the other, 

There is another deseription of boat peculiar to 
the Suttledye, called the Zoruck, Dut it is fre. 
quently found in the Indus wid lower stream. 16 
differs from the Drindi in having no elevation at 
tho stem, is" rounded off a Tittle fore and aft, Dub 
doos nob taper in at those points, like the Sindh 
bout, 16 is, if possible, more Crgile Ouon the other 
in its fastenings, whieh cousist of small iron cleats 
outside; and ibis no unusual occurrence with both 
to Tose w pieve out of thoir sides or flab bottoms, 
and thus go down ut ones, "The smaller fishing, 
ferry, and other eralt, in Sindh, of which there 
wre several kinds, such as the Kowtil, Kugen, 
&e, partake oneh of the smne general cha- 
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racter as those deserthed. fi tlauting down the 
stream tho mast of the boat is lowered, and the 
direction, ag well as accelerated speod, in given hy 
tavo large oars, placed immedinely in Che coutra of 
the stern, and worked huckwards aud forwards by 
two or more men, vevovding ta the size of the 
ovaft. A boat will make about sixty miles per 
day with the stream ; bul, as in the Ganges, in no 
case is it possible to progress on the Lidas during 
the night. After stmiseb the most favourable 
situation for fastening to the Ink is sought, 
tho day’s meal is cooked, and all progress sng 
pended, until the following morning. A strong 
contrast is afforded in thia respeet hetween tho 
Indian rivers and the Nile. Ty tho Tuller stoners 
even can fly down its stream at any hour of the 
night or day, and tho river is ab all times eroded 
with craft under sail ‘Tho boats in dhe Tidus ave 
scantily manned; and for tucking, if extra hinds 
are required, they ure hired from village to village 
for e vory small romenoration, tabont being very 
cheap throughout the country. The ete paid far 
honis is six rupees por khina, Crom the mauths of 
the Indus to Bukkuwy, 

The jumptia, or stabe-harges, of the Amira formed 
am exception to the vest of the river eratts (hese 
were immensely long (some ns ninteh ax £20 foot), 
atrong-built houts of teak, haying pavilions at either 
extremity, in the foremost of whieh (ue princes 
reclined when they visited the Tunting preserves, 
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The jumptis had two masis, or wore propelled by 
six enormous oars ona side, requiring about twenty 
men to each; the decks were crowded with re- 
thiners, in muny-coloured floating vests, and the 
pavilions covered with scarlet cloth, flags also 
stronming from the steru. ‘The stecrsman, or pilot, 
ocoupied a prominent position on the top of the 
sternmosh pavilion, aud was on these occasions a 
most jurportant personage. ‘The jumpti was peen- 
lintly characteristic of Sindh and its rnlers, and the 
effect of these evowded floating pavilions, as seen 
amongst the dark foliage of the Inmting preserves, 
stomming the strewn with wv suf! breeze, or track- 
ing against it by tho labour of somo hundreds of 
retainers, was most pivturesque and enlivening: to 
the general monotony of mn Indus seene, 

Teale is oceasionally nsed bo consteuct the larger 
river boats for stowage, but it is too expensive for 
general purposes, Bout-building for largo eralt ts 
cantied an ab (hoe ports, wud in the Delta, but other. 
wise it may “ho seon in progress ab may of the 
towns on the rivers the number of craft is scanty 
in comparison with the oxtent of navignion, 
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CHAP. VU. 


Length of Voyages by Native Craft, «Southerly Wind, ms 
Experimental Steam ‘Crip up the Nanak. Voyage during 
Nostherly Winds —Impracticnbility of Native Methet of 
Navigation, — Fuel for Stormers Featares of River 
Delta. —Tattohand Uyderabadl—-A real nad Nareah Branehow 
—Appreciation of River hy Natives, Water aa wu Heverage, 
—Seaports, —~ Karrachh—-Sen-bonts——Par bin Deli, Ugher 
Indus, and its Tributaries, 


Avovaa from Tuttnh to Sukhi hy native evatt is 
thus accomplished, if during Che monsoon or months 
of inundation, ze, from April to September, the 
southerly winds whieh provail for thit peviord assist 
a boat almost to Selavan without muteh teackings 
but these breezes must not by foo stvonge, for in 
such case the craft Becks some sheltered nook 
amongst the jingle or under the dea af a lank 
during the dey—heing unidile to stud the prexnire 
of the wind against he atrenm.- ane there awaits 
its moderating, which generally takes pluee cowards 
the following morning. The tracking: paths belay Tost 
as the douse jungle comes down to the very edge of 
the river, progress ix sometines very slow, and the 
above distance often occupies from filloon to tsventy 
doys: above Sehwan the hoatmen quit the mua 
- stream, and puosuc the ctreuilows course off Ute 
Narrah, passing throngh the centve of the lake 
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Manehur: this nearly doubles the distames, but the 
fierco torrent of the main river is avoided, and tine 
ng well aa labour aro suved, by having only to 
track against the comparatively sluggish stream of 
the Narvrah alluded to, The southerly wituls here 
are very partial, and render uncertain assistance, 
for their oree is diminished visibly, and. sometimes 
completely Jost, after turning the barrier of Sehwun, 
The banks of the Narerah being open and cultivated, 
there ave great advantages in the facilities it aftords 
for tracking: a bout here will sometimes make frou 
fourtoon to fifteen miles a day; bub Cine with the 
Sindhinn Monana is of very minor importance, and, 
if loft to himself, he would consider he was pro- 
grossing rapidly al bal( the ahove rte. From Seh- 
wun to Sukktwe occupies ahont twenty days 5 and 
thus the whole distuiee from ‘Pattal to the latter 
placo consumes Cron thirby-five Co forty days, An 
experimental alenmer was on ono oeeasion, wh the 
senson doseried, sent up the Nivrah river and 
across the lake Munch, md was so fir siecess« 
ful, that it established (he tet Giant a bortadapled to 
the purpose could make (his passige in about eighty 
hom’ stewning, or ove half the tine consumed on 
the main strewu during the floods. ‘The ide Nar 
gdh signifies snake, ad is exprossive of the tortuous 
channel of Uiis great branch of the Indus, ‘the 
whole cstimated distiee is 280 niles (about 
double that of the main stream, from exit lo en« 
trmnee) 5 Int the average velocity of enrreat being 
K 2 
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only threo miles anda half per hour, is jist one 
half of that of the river, and lenee the nulynnitage 
over the latter, nel is every where ahioidant, 

Tf the upward trip bo undertaken during: any of 
the other six months of the your, or cold aud dey 
season, i will eeeupy more thie; for thotgh the 
river is Chon more practicwble to muitive eral, from 
the laziness of the stream, tt lies the cotnttacied ig 
disadvantage of strong northerly winds, whieh 
blow down its whole length, dividing Che yenr 
equally with the southern, naatuat which dC 4s 
very difficult to make bend; and the whole digs 
tance must ho taeked. The nyerpe mite ag 
which a boat will duck the Lies, Chvough the 
Sindhian part of ils course, is Vite more, on 
average, (han ten tiles a days and aworse viver for 
this operation ean hardly be finngined sits bitks 
ave either lined with swampy jrogles, or the dense 
masses of the Shikargahy come eloxe up ta the 
stream, whilst in other plies it ty heavy sm 
hills lining the edges of the river, ‘The hanks of 
tho Ganges ave strong and permanent, layvtig com 
modions shania (landing-places) orveted at eortain 
distances, ‘There ave nol, moreover, my menus of 
providing a remedy to this hnpedhnent in the 
Tadus to ordinary craft; far the tracking path, it 
eared of jungle and iuade practi¢nhle one season, 
would probably be swept away the wert; and the 
nver’s ontavard banks ave often completely: lost 
during the pertod of imundation, ‘The Tidus has 


throughout Sindh two hanks, the originnl, if we 
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may so cull it, being that into which it retires ab 
the cold or dry season, and the outward beyond 
that up to which it inerenses duving the floods, 

A voyage from the sea to Ferozeptr occupies, on 
an average, from. two months to two and a half; 
and goods by the viver consume four months from 
Bombuy! Such ave the iinpediments to navigating 
this stream by its own vessels, and such the diff- 
cullies against which the upward traflic of the 
Indus has had to contend: the consequence is thet 
the viver has been but partially resorted to for 
commercial purposes, mid on all practicable occa- 
sions the worchandise has heon transmitted Crom 
one part of Sindh to the other, or Uhe countries 
accessible by means of the river, on camels, at an 
gnomiots expense and erent risk, 

Ib is evident, and the opinion has been often 
quoted by the best authorities, that nothing but 
the power of steam applied to the Indus will ever 
have the effet of counteracting the physical diffi- 
eultios whieh it presenta bo extended unvigation s 
its whole course must bo commanded by stewnors 
built: expressly for and adapted to its pevuliavities 
and difficulties, which are of no ordinary kind. 
This measure, fortunntely for the great interests 
at stake, is in progress and about to be adopted 5 
and as the experiments hitherto carricd on have 
paved the way for adequate eflicioney in the ar- 
rangements lo be amade, there ciumot be a doubt 
of the ultimate practicability of navigating the 

K 3 


13d PERSONAL OHSEILY A'TIONS Jeman, vite 


whole passage of the Indus ad Sutiledge, trom 
Forozeptr to the sen, or (ou point it committer 
ion with the sea at Karvachi, and by ste, 

The auxiliaries for steam nayvigition on Che lie 
dus ave very grou; first, in an abundant supply of 
wood fuel, particularly if the useless Shikne« 
gahs were tauned to more profitable account than 
harbouring game; hut, independent of these, the 
dense tamarisk abounds extensively, und nmi 
continne in the swans to he sa perpetuated, Ghinb 
as il proves, when well dried and aingted with 
other wood, suitable as fuel, there can be little 
donbt but that the rbeans of supplying the steamers 
will be wlways found adequate to their purposes 
Above the Indus in Sindh, towards the Suttledge, 
this is nob tho case, for fuel is certainly more senvee 3 
but coul has bean discovered to exist an both Turks 
of the Indus, near the sell range; and it is ta be 
hoped that further examination may yet be directed 
to ils development. ‘There wre vighb or fen dit 
ferent descriptions of wood fel found on the banks 
of the Tidus, some betler adupted thin others fay 
the purpose, Coal is in power of steun as seven to 
five, ancl of course in every way peeferdble 5 hud ity 
gnormous expense in Tidia uutil procured as a ui 
tive production, is Che grout obstnele (o its general 
employment. Again, the tidus being so ensy of 
appronch by water carriage [rom Bombay, all the 
stores, materials, artificers, und other essentials for 
efficiency in a aterm flotilla, ean be readily com. 
manded, and depdts and magazines he eon tinnally 
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kept fully supplied, One of the first points re- 
guiring abtention is a well-located establishment, 
of this sort. Titherto extensive repairs to the 
slemners have had to be carvied out in Bombay, 
All these arrangements, however, will now have 
that full attention which the important matter de 
mands; md when we can, with such ill-ndapted 
vessels ng are ab present employed, command div- 
ing the height of the inundations and consequent 
strongest power of the current, a reeular passage 
from ‘Tabiwh to Bukkur, in from sevon to ten days, 
three hundred and twenty-six miles, with a down- 
ward trip of thirty-six hows, we may reasonably 
speculate on still greater improvement. The last 
three years have heen otherwise employed in Sindh, 
than in promoting the navigation of the Indus, 
from a sevios of untoward events in its vicinity, 
which wre not only without parallel in our Master 
annals, bub those of our hitherto glorious progress 
from tho earliest poriod of ts history. A possession, 
of the viver"roule, and a good wuderstanding with 
the wibes on ils banks, ave alone required Lo prove 
that a fiir field is open to our skill and onergy; but 
these conditions are indispensable, neither can tho 
nivigalion of the viver, or any other object con- 
nected with n position near ils strcam, be offectod, 
exeept we obtain the goodwill of those who, despite 
all our endervours, have yet the means of con- 
atamtly frustrating all our projects. ‘This is not 
the place, however, 10 entor at length on this part 
KA 
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of the subject. We shall, moreover, tava the 
menns, ib is Lo be hoped, nab only of promoting ow 
own commercial interests on and beyond the huis, 
but of conferring Che benefits rosnltiag: therefrom 
on countries who have hitherto seen the walters of 
the event river glide hy ouly (a partially provide 
for the mere every-day wants of an noinal exist. 
cnee, or to be wasted and wiused. The hudus hag 
hitherto been the boundary and limit of dnproeve. 
ment and civilisation; it may yet bo made the 
means of thei extension and diffusion, for whieh 
grand purpose, amongst immy others, ib was evi« 
dently inteuded Lo he a natural agent. 

The geneval features of (ha Indus, ta ite course 
through Sindh, ave its Delta, having cleven mouths, 
which, at a distance of about seventy-cighit miles trom 
the sca, unite in tayo great branches, (he Biytr and 
the Satin, ‘The stream, sweeping on from (he north, 
past Schwun, casts idself helow Hyderabad, indo (ho 
Palltli, which forms un island dearhye the freshes 
of the line of rock on which the eapital stinds, 
This branch is ahnost stagnut, wid seaveely un 
vigeblo by the smallest boats: the rush formed hy 
the river (hrows up large sand-binka, that ave 
highly dangerous, The waters ave, however, use 
fil for purposes of agriculture, for which chjeets 
they ave carefully reserved. 

Between ‘Tattal and Tyderabad the parent strewn 
flows, ina tolovably well-defined and wide ehamel, 
a distance of about seventy miles, ‘The jimucdinte 
banks of the river are somotinies partially over. 
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flowed; and although th the interior is a con- 
siderable portion of land, that from its nature is 
nuurally incapable of production, the inmediate 
bank of the river is used for cultivation, and abun- 
dantly irriguted by the Persian wheel, 

Water is ample between Tattal aud Ulyderabad, 
for all purposes of agviculture; for, although the 
country cannot be said to be liuble to inmdation to 
any considerable extent, depositions of water remain 
from one season to the other, being searccly eva- 
porated before (hey are refilled, The cheracter of 
the bunks of the lidus gencrally is of great im- 
portance, as the cultivation of Sindh depends en- 
tirely on tho imation of the river; as the expense 
of trigution in the winter mouths, by artificially 
raising water, is so great, that bub few patches of 
land can be cultivuted, and these produce, inferior 
ops, for tho inundation rings with it a vich 
slimy deposit, of highly nurturing and productive 
power. N obhing is required by the Inbourer after 
the inundation but to strew seed upon the ground, 
which springs up vom the sodden fields, and he 
reaps his rich erops free of all toil, and that ubun- 
dantly, es described elsewhere, 

About thirty ainiles below Bukkur the main 
strewn flows into Che Narralt and Avrnl rivers, 
which join the indus ab Selwun, under whose rocky 
buttress the Aveul sweeps during the height of 
inundation, up into the great lake Munelnu. 

A short distance below Sukktu is the Miwa, 
which may he considered rather a eanal than a 
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branch of (he tiver, and passes tho fort of Digi, 
the strongheld of Mir Ali Miornd : it is only nas 
viguble for boats of small burden, and (hen only 
during the freshes. 

‘An old branch of Uie river, called in the eounlry 
& Parts Duryd,? is inundated during very high 
floods, and loses itself in the Thin, or desert \ying 
between Sindh and Cutch. 

The value of the river Indus, Tike the Nile, ig 
fully appreciated by both the foreigner and the 
native. The merchant regards it as a source of 
wealth in the transit of his goods; mid wheter for 
subsislauce, voyaging, or plenstre, Che Sindhian 
looks to his iver, and is never so happy us when 
bathing in its waters or fonting on jis hosom, 

Although flowing through Malommedeun count vies, 
whose inhabitants, by their religious tenets, stu 
diously refrain from observances purteking of ido» 
latry, the Indus is us much veyereneed mentally 
as if ib wore doifed into w Niche, Gniges, or 
Kaishina, by the Hindtia, ‘Tha pooret chides, who 
subsist on and hy the produce of tly foods, no fi 
forget the rules of thet faith as to hold festivals to 
the inerense of ils waters, on which ocension a small 
volive offering, in the shape of wlnmp, tied toa 
piece of sprouting rico or grain, emblematic of Cor 
tility, is commitied to tho stremn, ‘The Pullah 
fisherman always makes a minum, md pours a few 
drops on his frail bark, ere luaiwhing Idmself on 
the river. ‘The Iindis have diya of public re- 
Joicing and festivity on the final uppearunce of 
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inundation; and at Shikarpdr a large population of 
that Jaith always, in true cockney style, devoted 
Sunday (o w general fair, or AMélah, on the hunks of 
alazge canal new the city, during tho period the 
country was well supplied by the floods, In a 
lind country the Indus or Sindh viver would 
ocoupy a niche in the Pantheon, as much as those 
above referred to, or us old fither Nilus did 
throughout Egypt, in his feminine garb of Tsis. 

As a bevernge, the water of the Indus is con- 
sidered particularly salubrious, but, as it resembles 
the Nile in its muddy charactor, it is necessury to 
vender it lipid before drinking, either by alum or 
almonds: being allowed to remain for some hours in 
the water vessel, or by suffering ib bo stand for any 
length of time, Che water of the Indus will throw 
its own deposit, and become beautifully Timpid. 
Tho necessity of artificially cleuring it, however, 
the Sindhinn ean never understand 3 to him, the 
moro muddy, the more delicious, Now the villages 
on the banks of the Tndus, the people seom to pass 
their lives in the river, tho men engaged in fishing, 
the women in washing, and the childven and dogs 
gembolling together, in the most boisterous delight, 
The colour of the Indus water is generally of » dull 
leaden hue, aud exhibits lite change throughout 
the yeu. A very leamed veport on its chemical 
properties was drawn up by the late lamented 
De. Lord. Glay and line are the principal in- 
eredients; it is not, therefore, of so Lonical a quality 
as (he water of the Nile, whieh has in solution a 
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cortain proportion of oxide of irons but the tidus 
becomes much clearer after filtering, or throwing 
its silt by stagnation. 

Karrachi is evidently the only port. in Sindh 
whose geographical position reudors i suitable for 
constant communication bebween the sea wad Indus, 
cither by means of the Ghizry Crock to the town of 
Gharra, or the overland route to Tattuls This 
creck, there is every ronson lo helieve, was wnerly 
met by the river, for traces of its former course 
still remain, and there are the mins of a luge oily 
near its present extremity, whieh may have been 
ancient Talteh, or the funons port of Diwal Sindy, 
From this starting pott also routes lead to Lyder- 
abad, Larkhana, Shikurp(r, and the whole of Upper 
Sindh, thence to the countries north-west beyond, or 
northerly on the river; but Chese Inud routes: will 
eventually De superseded if the river mevipation be 
effectually carried ont, ‘The yoeky entrances to 
this harbonr, with tho additionnl toreg of n stormy 
season, like that of Ue monsoon, appen to oltor in 
surmountable obstacles to its entry hy stemuars, for 
certain months of the years Int there aro those 
who consider it practicnble; aud until the expert. 
ment bo tried it must not be pronotuced otherwise, 

The sea-boat of Sindh is the Dingi, much resem: 
bling that in common use, for the whole of the 
consting trade of Western India, aud offen mumed 
by the Jokias. Arab Dows and Bugluls also 
frequent the port of Karvachi, The Sindhians 
cannot compote with their neighbours af Guteh: as 
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sailors these bear the highest character of uy in 
the Indian Occun. 

The ports in the Delta ean ouly be depended on 
during a very brief period, and are ab all times 
uncertain, and linble to an ineonstant flow of water, 
and impediments of sand-haniks, in the most fiekle 
part of the whole stream. Any advantages pro- 
posed by the merchant in getting his goods ab 
once on the river are thus often counteracted 5 and 
Vikkur, the last remaining place of this sort, of the 
many now deserted, ts bub partially resorted bo. 

The priunctpel trading ports of the river Indus 
ave in Sindh:— Vikkur on the Tajmnri month, and 
Mugherubt on the Sir, bod in dhe Deltas Kavvachi 
to the westward of the river; ‘Tabtah, opposite which 
is a bunder or Janding places but the town itself, 
as before cleseribed, is at present inconventently 
vomovecL from the river for trade; Garrah, ab the 
head of the Ghizry ereck, which latter should be 
mado to communiente by its old channel with the 
river, and (hus seatre ae greal object in super. 
seding all Inu carriage, wid constantly counceting 
the sea with the hidus, at w point where the shilt. 
ing nature of the stron would be nullified; Ely: 
derabnil, opposite the city during the dry season, 
but the Falli branch during the floods; Walla, 
shove Hyderabad; in Upper Sindh Selwimy; Lark. 
hana, by the Lavkhaua canal, which rms close 
wider that town; Shikaypfir, having a fine enna 
ealled the Sindh, which was re-opened hy the Bri- 
tish anthovities, when they proposed to manage the 
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revenues of that town and cintviets Sukkkuy, in the 
tiver, hetier known to the miives as Chiprt biavdlers 
Roxf on the opposite side, and Subzatkat. ‘Move 
are of course various others of niior tiportanee in 
Sindh, particularly on the brunches of the river, 

Beyond that territory are Kin Keslunor and 
Rozen, on the western bank, formerly Sindhian 
possessions, but now amexed to the Pnojanb; 
Mittunkét, at the junction of the five strong; 
Dera Ghazi Khan and Dera [smaal Khun, and Kas 
labagh on tho main river, Bhawilpie; Mevozepir 
and Ladiana on the Snidedge ; nnd Méltan on the 
Jikum. 
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Coun we trace amy authentic history of Sindh 
beyond certiin period, there is uo portion of the 
Hast cudued with so much to recommend it to the 
notice of the learned or curious as being the seene 
of Alexander's vetrent, when his ambitions projects 
wore stuldenly cheeked by the mumuutings of his 
soldions, wand he votmeed his slaps Co the westward, 
fival, by inoitna of the frlendly viver, which he 
ightly guessed must, ab no very great dintnnce, 
conduct him fo the ecemi, whenee he eonld still 
farther guide his course to the Euphrates, and 
thence to his newly-projected seat of astern om- 
pive of the Greeks, Sindh is at once recognized as 
Sindomane ; Init whether the whole or portion of 
the province we have been deseribing hore that 
name during the Grecian expedition does nol ap- 
pear. 


l4d PRRSONAT: OBSERVATIONS Fear ay, 


Beyond this shnilitude of tithe and the apparent 
identity of such places as Patinkn with Tatu, and 
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Crocola with Karracht, ov the peculine geographies). 


features of portions of the viver, there is in ronlity 
nothing whatever, whether of loen! record oe mon 
ments, to atest that here the grout conqeror wag; 
and, except the aecounts given by his own his 
tovians, all is a blank, for neither hy Hastorn ig 
tory nor legend, Jocal or COnLeTHPOPMICOUs, have we 
been able to discover a single syllable respecting 
the great events so graphically deserted hy such 
historians aa Arvian and Quintus Curting Tn faet, 
the absence of history bayoud wu liited period, as 
applied to Sindh, alo obtains over Che whole ol 
Tndia, amd perhaps in its records of some thirteen 
conturios we have as mutel ax can be formed te any 
other portion of the Mast, Hint ix, of the countries 
lying botweon the Didus and Gauges. Tt may be ob. 
sorved, howovor, that the reasons ave obyiona why 
in Sindh there are none of thease montments whieh, 
to the westward of the river and tirfher north, are 
still to he soon of Creelan, Baetviun, Seythian, om 
Sassanian conquests, in the shape of tani, topes, 
coins, and sites of vifies, ‘The spats chagen for 
these depositories were not linble ta he obliterated 
by foreign agenoy, mid they prove, after w lapse of 
twenty centuries, their valine na tifallible records of 
the past, but on av near the river such eat wot he 
the cnso; and literally to have tansted to aul records 
in Sindh would have boon to have written history 
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insand. The nature of tho soil did not admit of 
it; and though there may be ovory reason to 
imagine that he, whose whole life was a study how 
to acquire posthumous fame, (even to obtaining a 
niche in the Pantheon,) was most anxious to leave 
some splendid monuments, which should attest to 
after ages the magnitude of his deeds on the imme- 
diate scene of their enacting, le could not have 
found. the two indispensables of a stable spot on 
which to erect than, or my sirficiently lasting 
materials for his purpose: thus it is that throngh- 
out Sindh the most diligent and welldirected anti- 
quavian. resenreh has altogether failed to discover 
one single vominiscence of verified classical wn. 
tiquity, or to incontostably [ix one locality as that 
described by Alexander's historians; nov heave we 
asingle record of the kingdoms who spring up on 
the Greeima downfil, nnd who wo know possessed 
this country, as well as those beyond the Indus, ‘Lo 
the cust, many cities alluled to by comparatively 
modern histoviand, as Mindgara, Mimston, and 
others, known to have flourished wid have attained 
a preat degree of splondow, are sought for in their 
ruing, but in vain 

Commencing, then, with the diate of muthoutic 
history, we begin at the evvliest period montloned 
by Mahommedan historians, who recorded the cou- 
quest of this coumley by the overwhehning amns of 
the Prophet's followers, and who appear lo have 
taken so little trouble to ascertain anything re- 
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specling ib prior to that event, that they ouly go ag 
fox back as half a century, deserihing w dynasty of 
Brahmins ov priests whom they foul in possession 
of the throno of Sindh, — [t ix, moreover, highly 
probable that, in their blind bigotry and tntolauble 
fonaticism for the propygation of the tne fatth, 
every record was destroyed in common with the 
temples and other symbols of the “idolatry of the 
Pagans ;” for wo find in Indie hat the only do 
positories of history, and they aro very ow, aro to 
be found with the priests of w religion now looked 
upon as a hovesy, bub in reulity the remnant of 
that which there is reason to believe pervaded the 
whole continent of Ladin, and even Central Asia, so 
late as tho fifth century of our em. "These his. 
torical records, then, in the keeping of he dain 
priests (tho remnants of ancient Bridhisn), us still 
scon in the present day, were so in the period of 
the Sindhian conquest, and, being preserved with 
tho other sacred hooks of the temples, (hey 
shaved their fale, and were, in ull prohubility, de 
stvoyed in thal iconoclastic tiry whieh presominently 
distinguished tho followora of Mahomed during 
their carly wars. 

Between the period, therefore, of Aloxunder’s 
expedition and the subjugation of Sindh by the 
Mosloms, we have no accounts whatever, Wraditional 
or written, Tocal or fovelgu: the opportinuities pose 
sessed by the Tatler to aequive such were Lost av 
neglected, and thus their historians proceed only ( 
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tell the tale of ono of the first conquests to the 
castavard mado by the disciples of the new Suith. 
Wo know that the country was under wv Hindt 
government; and there is every reason to believe 
that it was found by the Mahommeclans in the same 
stato as left by Alexander; but the intermediate 
space of time, which would have been » continied 
link between these two most important periods, 
and fraught with the highest interest, is completcly 
lost, 

Tn the seventh contury of our ora, and which is 
the beginning of that founded by Mahomed, o 
Brohinin, or priest, named Ghuch, obtained the 
sovordigniy of Sindh in consequence of his personal 
beauty having attracted tho attention of the queen 
of the then reigning monarch. Chuch was in the 
sovercign’s confidence, end in the habit of attend 
ing his master in the private apartinents of the 
palace, for the transaction of business; on one ocete 
sion the lady, huving gratified her euviosity by 
looking on the conference from hohind (he purdah 
ot curtain, became violently onmnoured of Chueh, 
and Jost no tine tn acqnainting the object of her 
passion that he had fuspived it, The wily priest, 
after © short allompt uG concealment, subsequently 
fell In with the lady's views, and matters were 
go arranged that, in the event of the king's death, 
Chueh should snateh the seeptre, “This (as might be 
expected) was nob long ere it oecurved, aud the 
Brolin was declared heir to the fmmense kingdom 
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which then appertained to Sindh, so powerful and 
rich that it is said to have excited the jadonsy of 
the noighbouring princes of Tudin, who, aiding the 
more legitimate claimunts to its possession, mada 
jmmediate war on the usurper; bub this blow, hy 
consummate tact amd alitde treachery, he managed 
to defeat, and was ab Tength firmly seated as 
roler, His reign oxtended (o a space al forty 
yoars, and he left the throne to hin eldest son 
Dahir, 

During this reign the Mahommedan fiynsion oc. 
curred, and the immediate causes whieh led (o it ave 
variously stated by diferent historimis. 1 is not, 
however, a matior of amy very grenk ements for 
it is obvious that in those duys very trivial reasons 
wore sufliciont to justify Mahonmedan nggression, 
and thore are also grounds for concluding that 
Sindh, from its intrinsic weulth and position, as 
opening a high voud to Tudia, had previously been 
marked for early conquest, aiid the slightest oppor 
tunity gladly seizod for fixing wv quarrel. The 
generally received story ix, that covtuin bouts, halen 
with rich freights {rom the island af Ceylon, von 
sisting of female slaves and other vehuubles, in+ 
tended for the Khalif at Damesens, were detained 
by stress of weather ab the mouthe of the Tidus, 
and that covtain predatory subjects of Sindh had 
pillaged the boats, and forcibly curried myay the 
slaves. News of this outmgo having reached the 
Khalif Abdtl Malk of the Ominde dynasty, he took 
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hnmediate measures to vevenge tho insult; the 
avvangemont of the expedition being entrusted to 
Tijjaj bin Visti, then governor of the two Traks. 
Abdul Mulk died whilst the preparations were in 
progress, hut his son Walid relaxed none of his fi 
ther’s efforts, and the command of the amy was 
given to Bin Cassim, a youthful general, and cousin 
of Tijjaj. The materié, consisting of catapultas 
and other engines of war, was forwarded by sea 
and in the year 710 4.p, the whole force reached 
Diwal, the then principal port of Sindh, and sap. 
posed to have heen situated to the westwird of the 
Delta, as elsewhere alluded to. This place boasted 
a temple of ronownad sunctity, and its destruction by 
the powerfil mens employed, for the first time, by 
tho Mahommadans, wad capture of the place, after a 
desperate resistance, occasioned a general despond- 
eney throughout the country, After encountering 
yarious oppositions, aud dificultios, Bin assim 
reached Noirinkdt, oconpying the sino site us 
Tyderabnd, tho amodern enpital aid one of the 
strongest posiiions in Sindh, After a mere feint 
of resistance, ib was trenchorotsly surrendered hy 
the governor, and the victorious Moslems celebrated 
the suecesses of their arms here as ab Diwal, by 
converting the Pagan temples into amosques and 
places of Mahommedan prayer, 

The chief capital of Sindh in those days was 
Aldr, situated on the eastern bunk ab the northern 
extremity, nearly opposite Rorf and Bukkir: the 
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lower country had also its chief city, which the Ma. 
hommedans denominated Brulananabnd, or “founded 
by Brahmins.” Dalir, (he king, had hitherto const. 
deved the invasion of his territory lightly, and ap. 
pears to have offered It fvehle vesistanes to the 
torrent about to overwheln hints Dub on learning 
tho capture of Neirankél his feu hogan to bo 
seriously avonsed, and ho instuutly desputched ¢ 
considerable force to prevent the further, progress 
of the Fatthful: but the Pagans were defeated ina 
severe cngngement, and the tide of conquest volled 
on unopposed oven to the very yates of the capital, 
when the unfortunate prince dotemnined bo strike 
one decisive blow for his Urrone mil kingdom, md 
mustering ‘all his powers, came out, in the words of 
the historian, at tho head of un inmnonse ary, 
“They say he had thirty thousand infantry in ade 
vanes of his cavalry and clephuuts; the prinee 
hinsolf, soated in a richly omamented howdah, 
animated and aroused his soldiers whilst he plneed 
them in battle amay. Tho was atlendud by two 
benutiCul female slaves, who adiinistored wine and 
refreshment to their muster, A terrific engages 
ment cusued under the walls of the enpiinl, and 
was only decided in favour of the Muithtal ab the 
close of a bloody day, in couse wnes of the ole 
phants of the Pagans becoming mudklenedl and inti 
viated by the constant discharge of fireworks 
(Naphtho balls) used by the Avahs, whieh ignited 
the howdahs; confounding friend with foe, the 
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gigantic bensts tnyned on theiv own troops and 
trampled all before them. The confusion created 
was fatal to the Pagans, fox the Mahommedans pro 
fiting by tho occasion made a furious charge, and car- 
ied the day, Tho carnage which onsued was dread. 
ful. Amongst the clephants which fled was that of 
the prince; and the unfortimate Dahir receiving an 
arrow in the neck, was earried out of the field mor. 
tally wounded: his clephant rushed to the river, 
and the attendants, discovering the body of thei: 
master, buvied it on the spot to prevent its falling 
into the bands of the enemy. But in the mean 
time, the female slaves being captured, revealed 
the circumstance of Duhin's death: seach being 
mada, the body was procured, ad the head stuck 
on aspear as a trophy. Tho Moslems, finding the 
victory complote, caused a general thanksgiving to 
be proclaimed fov the suecess of their arms; end, 
ag usual, mosques were erected on the ruins of the 
temples, ov Lose phices were transformed for pie 
poses of Mahommedin worship, ‘The amy of the 
Haithfil entered and took possession of the Sindhian. 
capital on the Mth of the month Ramzan, in the 
your of Hoja 938 (acp. 71.” 

Such is the histovia’s account of the fall of the 
Tindt: power and first success of the Mahommedan 
arms on the hunks of the Indus. Various mative 
tribes (us they are called), seeing ull hope of resist« 
mee ob on end, embraced the Mahommedan faith, 
whilst others fled to the western mountuins, where 
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they colonized, ‘The sous af Daltir nade w stand 
in a fort bearing the name of Alexamler, bat they 
were overpowered and put to tho sword: indeed, 
throughout the whole of this campaizen, che most 
unrelenting cruelty and intolermuice appenes to have 
been exercised until the country was completely in 
the hands of its Arab invaders, 

To continue this part of Une narrative as fur as it 
may be interesting, ib is only nevessnry to add the 
romantic though cruel end of the conqueror Bin 
Cassim. Amongst the spoily taken ab Alde were 
two daughters of the Rajah, so renowned for thei 
beauty that they were gonk with olher (rophies to 
the Khalif as appropriate additions (o his harem; 
but with true Rajput spivit (hese women, actuated 
by revenge, denounced Bin Cassin na the despoiler 
of their virginity previous, to trusmutiting: Chem to 
his master’s seraglio, — Tuawensed at (his fhigrant 
outrage and insull, the Khulif, without any inquiry 
ag to the truth or filsehood of the aeonaution, pro- 
ceoded ab once to ach upon il, and with his own 
hand immediately wrote an order dat Bin Cassin 
should be subjected to the Ungering mid horrible 
death of being sewn up in wae hide, und thus 
tranamitied to Damasens, ‘The royal mandate 
reached the young goudval whilst ti amid eareer, 
adding fresh conquests (o his imister's arms, and 
he immediately and without a mura submitted 
lo ily cruel Lovms, and in (hres dnys sunk under 
the torture, On the hody beiug shawn hy the 
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Khalif to the women, as an exnlting proof of his 
absolute power and fearful revenge, they coulessed 
their motives and tho tolal innocence of their vie- 
tim; bub “having reaped the vengeance due Lor a 
father’s death on his murderer, they were prepared. 
to submit to any fate.” The miserable despot suw 
too Inte the consequence of his injustice, nnd caused 
the daughters of Dahir to be dragged to death by 
horses. A splendid muusoleum, erected by the 
Khalif to Bin Cassim, was long seen ab Damascus. 

Tor forty years subsequent to this period the 
territory of Sindh continued to he w dependency of 
the Omiade dynasty, and then reverted to the 
Abbasides, who expelled the (unctionaries employed 
by the former, and under whom for newly threo 
centurios its history only presents the lists of a 
sucvession of hakims, or governors, deputed to. tts 
monagement, and accounts of various der, diss 
sensions, until, in the year 416 i or ac, LOQK, 
the great echmnpion of the faith, Malotid of 
Ghuani, anmoxed it to his dominions, with other 
conquests, and his vicoroegents ruled throughout 
it in his name, But on the downfall of the 
Ghuanivis mad riso of the Ghorian monarchy, 1 
wibe nuanced Atineah openly declared their tude. 
pendence, lawing previously obtained sufficient 
influunce to seoure the hereditary goverment 
of the country. This clin was of Arab extrac 
tion, introduced with the invading army, aud had 
long become influential us landholders in Sindh, 
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‘The Simraha count a succession of (wenly prineos, 
and ruled for a period of about three Tnunddved op 
threo hundred and fifty yours, Cough there ts 
much difference of opinion amongst the fow hig. 
torlans who have weithen on the subject, as to the 
number of these chiefs, anl period of duration of 
thelr power, Tho Stmrnhsa were sneceeded, after 
being overthrown by the Oho of Sthush, who 
appear to have been of Hindi extraction, deseended 
from thoso who were driven to cmbrree Islamism 
on the first invasion, These ehicls took the title 
of Jam, and counted fifteen rulers. ‘Phe county 
is reported Lo heave aequired somewhut of its 
ancient reputation under their rule; and they vos 
conquered sone of tho older possexsions of Sindh, 
to the eastward, particularly Cuteh, the present 
Rajpiit gentry of which provinces, ov Thavijahs, 
trace theiv origin to the Stas or Simmnals of 
Sindh, thus hy a curious incident briugsing back 
tho religion to its Iind® origin affor a lapse of 
some ning contuvics, ‘Nhe Stmuhsa were not tude. 
pendent princes, Dut ruled in Sindh as vivovogents 
of the Pati powers of Hindostans thete alles 
giunce was, however, rather nonin then real, 
since they exercised an waliuited tuithorily, even 
to carrying on agpressive wis with neighbouring 
states, 

Tn the downful of the Patiun lynasty on Buber's 
establishment of the Mogul power in hudia, Sindh 
was invaded by Shah Beg Arghtu, who, i he 
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yonr oft, 926, (A.D, 1519), being driven from Can- 
dehar by Babor, made a descent on the country, 
and terminated the Samah goverment under the 
Inst of its Jams, named Kiroz ‘Lhis prince, in the 
first instance, offered a vigorous resistance bo Shah 
Beg, but was overpowered, and fled to Guatrats 
the conqueror, however, reinstated him as his 
governor, over one half of the whole province of 
Sindh, fixing his residence at Teltah, Shoah Beg 
was nob long nllowed bo retain his conquest mmmo- 
lested + Bebor harassed him, and compelled him 
to retreat bo various parts of his territories, 
Bukkur, which ho had strongly fortified, using the 
mnatorials of tho old Hind(: city of Aléy for that pur. 
pose, and which was regarded as the stronghold of 
the country, was taken by the Moguls; this, and 
the disaffection of dam Tiros, induced a degree of 
despondency in the mind of Shah Beg, who died, ib 
is said, by self-destruction in Aat, 928 (ap, 1521). 
Ifis son, Shah UInasin, suecceded his father, and 
his first net was to expel dant Iiroz, and otherwise 
veltiove the falling fortunes of his horse. He 
marched with a luge force to Multan, besieged and 
took that place, after a defence which Insted fora 
year, accompanied by the most horrible famine; 
for the obstinusy evinecd by tho inhabitants he 
committed them lo a general massacre,  Dissen- 
sions in other paris of his dominions distracted 
Shah Mussa nbbeution from the north, and Mil 
tun revolted, and declared for the amperor Buber. 


156 PURSONAL OBSERVATIONS Loman tx, 


Rao Kinga, from Cuteh, at the smno tine tavaded 
the southern extremity: this lntter was, however, 
completely dolented, and with various stecesses 
Shah Iusstin retained partind power, until In 
maytin, tho son of Baber (whose tuifortimmale flight, 
and birth of the great Akbar in the desert fort of 
Omarkdt, in Sindh, form a vommitie episods in the 
history of Ilindostan, under the Moguls), came to 
Sindh in 947 1. (AD. 110). ‘Phe prince was at 
first baflled by the impediments to his progress 
thrown in his way by Shah [usstin, bet matters 
wore eventually accommodated between them, und 
the Urghim left in greater nuthovily Chun provi+ 
ously, But Mire Isa ‘Tivklun, who lad suececded 
to the government of ‘Tatiuh, broke ont into open 
insurrection, and Shah Husstin, being wom out 
and infirm, died ee he could stem the rebellion of 
the Tirkhans, who now seized (he country, and 
bloody wars ensued between various thet ions striv. 
ing for favour, Miva Tsu onguged Portigtosy 
mercenarios lo assist him, who, during his absence 
from Tatteh, fired and pillaged the ity. This ts 
the only mention made of these the first iaropean 
conquerors of India, as secking this degrading on 
ployment, under native powers, ‘This slate of 
things continued in Sindh util the your 999 an 
(Av. 1590), when Akbur, Uhe illustrious enrporor, 
put a stop Lo intestine wars and disputed fealty en 
the part of its governors, hy suljugating the whole 
of Sindh under his general, Khan Klan, und 
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annexing ib permanently to the throne of Delhi, 
Jeni Beg Tivkhan, in whose tine this oeeurved, 
proceeded personally to offer his subinission to the 
emperor, was received graciously, and a title cone 
forred upon him. Vieng the reign of dehungir, 
the Mogul viceregents in Sindh had alyo the caro 
of the Kandahar and Milian territories, the 
Tivkhans ruled in Sindh, as deputies of the Delhi 
monarchy, until the reign of Shah delun, when 
governors wore appointed fron Tindostan direets 
of these there isu list of thirty-tave, down bo the 
yet Ae D. 1786, when tho Kaloras, a tribe of 
fighting fanatics, oblained power, and effected a 
completo change in the govermnent of Sindh, 
Long ere this, the extensive dominion under the 
Tindfis had heen dismembered, mud it presented a 
more rannant of its former grandeur The Cemi« 
tory now appertuiniug to Sindh las’ graduilly 
dwindled to its present Timited houndna ies. 

Eaving Uhus rapidly sketched a periad of nearly 
850 years (antl Lo do move would only be ta de« 
scribe a succession of intestine wears and revolu- 
tions), av general review of the history of Sindh 
for that period leads to the conclusion that, wader 
ils Lind: possessors ib was a vich, flourishing, and. 
extensive monarchy, bub that, subsequently he. 
coming the prey oftconquevors, who, while they 
wore generally frvolved in’ contests for the st 
premacy, paid no attention to the improvement of 
the conniry or iaintenanee of the hnperial an 
thority, this valuable territory dwindled at length 
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into ® mero soubuh, or dependency of Lindostan, 
Tho prosperous study in whieh Cu: Mohmunedang 
found Sindh is fully abteyted hy thelr own his 
lorlans, ‘Tho extent of ils lerrilory cibraced q 
dominion of which the grentest independent state 
of tho present day, in or heyone Lidia (de Pangauh), 
only formed a portion, At length « low wandering 
Durwoshes obtained tho suprome power. — The 
original population was lost in the first nnd subse 
quent influxes of foreigners, and a teow Sarant 
Brahmins, who claim to be deseonded (rom Chuch, 
avo the only remuants of the aborigines mit eer 
of the soil who have rolained any distinctive marks 
of thoiv ancient faith. 

Broken in spirit, end hore down hy oppressions, 
social, religious, and politienl, the descendants of 
the onco powerful lords of Sindh Juve never dared 
tho attempt of shaking off the yoko of tha oppressor; 
oneg, indeed, & Stumah, converted to the fields of hig 
conquerors, strugyled to regain the supremacy 
snatched by thom from Iifs wneestivs, and for a 
whilo onjoyed ib; Dub those who elung to Ute reli- 
gion of their ancestors, despite the lrthes and 
throats of the Moslem invaders, ever Inve rennined 
servile and degraded on their native soil, to the 
latest goneration, and their condition, varying in 
many points, may yel he cornpared to that of the 
Copts under the Turkish rule, where the deseendant 
of tho ancient lords of Ngypt is degraded from his 
privileges, and oppressed in every imaginable way 
that houghty bigotry can devise, while their in 
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tclligonce and capacity for business, as writers and 
accountants, render their servieo highly valuable 
to the present possessors of the land, who remu- 
nevate them with ono hand, end chastise then with 
the other. 

Social oppression, which never fils to produce 
moval degradation, has had this effect equally upon 
the Copt of Meypt and the ITind(: of Sindh. Both 
once professed greater purity of manners and stvict- 
ness of observance in morals and religion, than the 
Moslems, who are now their masters; but both are 
now eqrally bad in all that shold distinguish 
thom, aud losing the hetlor (ontures of thelr own 
character, have adopted the worst of thelr con. 
quevors, 

AlL the peculiavities and unsullied pride of 
enste, which distinguishes the Llind{ under hia 
own ov the British government, has been com- 
pletely lost in Sindh; and while undor the Ma- 
hommedan wulo in-various parts of fndia, » yenmant 
of tho original possessors of the soil have adhered 
do their ancient faith, and growing strong in il, 
have found some elaunpion to assert their rights, 
and possibly regain them, never has such a symp- 
tom of hopelul indepgndenes appeared in Sindh, 
In Tudin we have seon the dormant spirit of an. 
infuwed people rousing itself to retributive ven- 
gemnce, flinging off the yoke of lsum, regaining theiy 
monarchies, and making the bigoted Moslem trom. 
blo at the Pagan’s powor; bub in Sindh oppression 
has rooted out all patriotism, and the broken- 
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spirited Hindf becomes a ldpless servant to hig 
Moslem tyrant, and a willing juducer of his own 
extreme degradation. 

Mahommedan govermnents have seldom proved 
conducive to improvement ancl civilisation, the 
reason of whieh may bo fond bia the fivat grout 
fact that the fanaticism of the Moslems always ins 
duces them to make converts instead of umelios 
voting the condition of the people 5 the Seynds, 
who are commonly the advisers of the princa, 
taking great personal interest. iu (his matter, while 
their nominal master is well sutistiod to draw upon 
his subjects Cov the menus of personal gratifiention 
for himself and his foreign adherents, without 
secking by the improvement of agrioulitive ar com 
merece to render the capabilities prouter, Imi rather 
to inerense oppression by demands nob cnsily met, 
Mahommedans also bring into the couutry a vast 
throng of moveonurics, wll vendy to forey every 
thing in their power from the helpless people 
of the subjugated countrys wud consequently, ab 
though somo uniqne instances ave on revord of 
Moslem conquerors devoting (leiuselyes to ine 
tvoduce wise and houevolent luvs among thelr 
TTindt subjects, and to dprove equally thei con- 
dition and character, the exception proves the 
rule; and the contrary, to a most frightful extent, 
has commonly distinguished the Mulonnnedan rule 
in India, 

Sindh is 2 forcible example of this general fact; 
ond its dogvaded condition, whether we consider its 
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political power or its commercial and agricultural 
value, duving tho eight Indred years that have 
passed siueo ils conquest. by the Moslems, affords 
undeniable proof of the selfish policy and mis- 
goverment of its rulers. 

Of the ancient Hinds cities of Sindh the mosi 
important were Alor, the expital of the upper divi- 
sion, and Beahmanabad of the lower: the position 
of the former is evinecd in its ruins, bub the latter 
has not heen accurately fixed. Bambtira, a rained 
place in the Deltu, is supposed to be the site. 
‘Tatinh was a thriving and populous city, the 
seat of government of the Stunvahs, Sfinahs, Gho- 
viens, aud Tirkhans. Mirza dani Beg, of the latter 
twihe, ou the invasion of Sindh by Albur’s armics, 
destroyed it in the sixteenth century. It reeo- 
yored for a short lime; but the govemmment being 
subsequently removed by the Knloras to Iydera- 
ad, 1 Sul) Cirthor declined in size and importance, 
Diwel ov Dihul was tho principal port, of Sindh, 
and situated on the western branch of the Delta: 
it was ruined at the Mahommedan invasion, Nei 
rmnkdt oceupied the site of the present Tyderabad 
(the latter being foynded by Ghillan Shah Ka- 
lora), — Nasirptiv, near Tlyderabad, is alluded to 
by geographers as one of the most beantiful cities 
in Studhs Dut it declined in consequence of the 
desertion of the main stream. (‘The lermned D'An- 
ville considers this to he the Manstira of the Arabs, 
and a city of gent importance.) Selvin, vari- 
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ously called Sewistdn (from the territory tn which 
it is siinated), has from the curties( accounts oven. 
pied a prominent position in Sich history ¢ 
here the most furious ongngements were fought, 
and its possession appears to have often deelded 
the qitestion of supremacy over the whole counlyy, 
Tu was at one period wuler a distinet uuthority, 
and bears evident remains of its former size and 
population, 

Toharry, or Rovl, is only reforved lo tn con 
nection with Bukkww, whieh was founded hy the 
Mohammedans: both places owe their origin to veli- 
gious establishments of Soyuds, tnd holy nen, 
whose memorics are revered to the prosout day, 
and whose tombs ndom the river's banks. ‘Lhe 
title Bukkur or “Baker,” signifies in Avabio © the 
dawn,” and is said to have heen given to iby a 
holy Seyud some years after its fonndation, The 
Urghtms considered. this as thet crpital, mud Shah 
Beg of that ihe, as wo have seon, fortified it, using 
the materials of the old city of A liv, ‘The tomb 
of Pir Khizit, near Buku, ta thet portieululy 
sacred spol to which the Pullah fish pay xo much 
respect ! . 

There ave varions other Lowns mentioned by his. 
tovians, as well as ruing mud traditions of anelent 
Tinda cities, as far westward af the river ag the 
mountains of Bilachistan, ‘The more inquiry is 
instituted into the condition of the country prior 
to and at its conquest, the move does it heeome 
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apparent that ib possessed a degree of populousness 
and general prosperity in those days, under the 
Ifind& mide, which it continued gradually to lose, 
fd that the anciont splendour of its mmuerous 
cities amply testify to its woulth and importance, 

The ruins of Khodabad above Tyderabad should 
be mentioned in connection with mcient towns, as 
there are Brahmins in Sindh who attribute the site 
of this place to that of Brahmanabad; it was a 
favourite place of residence with the carly chiefs of 
Talptw, who have some fine tombs hers, 
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CHIAL. X. 


Kalora and Talpir Dynnatics, —Mirat Seltlemont of Kaloras in 
Sindh, —Adam Shah's Sanetity. — Kalovus obtain Territory, 
—Punished by the Emperor for coutmmey.— Nir Maho. 
med olitains Authorily.— Nadir Shah invades Sindh, and 
mulets Nar Mahomed, — Ghilam Shah and Uttur Khan 
dispute Succession, —Ghiilam Shah prevaila,— Firs Este. 
blishment of, British Mactory. — Uttur Khan intrigues — fg 
defeated, and submits, — Acccesion of Stratvax Khan Dis 
cruelty to Talptirs.—ftevolution, —Ubdul Nabi murders Biar 
Khan Talptir—and flees to Kilat. 


Ferrie as Sindhian history is in examples of the 
rapid rise and fall of dynastios, the tive lust of tho 
Kaloras and Talptvs, the first a religious and. tho 
latter a pastoral tribe, merit particular abfention 
for their intrinsic interest us characteristic of the 
sudden changes of power peculiar to the constitrution 
of socicty in Sindh, but have also now an additional 
value from the circumstance of the British Govern 
ment in Tndia having wider the Kalovns first ob- 
tained a footing in Sindh, while under the ‘Talptre 
the country fell as a conquest to their umns. 

Tt will be better to give the account of the vise 
and downfal of the Kaloras, & tribe of wander 
ing religions mendicants, in mutch of the graphic 
style of the historian who collected the materials 
on the spot, at the beginning of the present cen- 


om. ss] ON SINDIL 166 


tury, from native records ov oral tadition.* Tu 
the preceding chapter the history of Sindh has 
been brought down to the yout a.p. £736, tho last 
period of the administration of the country hy the 
sibhidars or governors appoiuted by the Dell 
throne, These appear also to have farmed the re- 
venues and resourees of Sindh; for the inability to 
fulfil his contracts by one Sadik Ali Khim at the 
above period, indweod Nt Mahomed Kalora to 
take ib up, end he thus became the first of his 
family who was invested with power as a ruler, 
But for newly three centuries previous to this the 
Kaloras had been settled in Sindh, and it appears 
that ahont the yenr 1440 of the Christian era, in 
the time of the govermnent of the Stimuh tribes in 
Sindh, Minn Mahomed Mihidy, « {rkiv or religions 
frnatic, blessed (in Muhonunedan phrase) the coun: : 
iry of Sindh by his axvival, and Dluminnted tho 
hearts and minds of the Paithfal, who resorted in 
aveat nunibers to his [oliness, One of the partici- 
pators of U8 benefits of his wisdom and snnetity 
was Adam Shah, » Diltehi of the tribe of Kalora, 
and of the Abbuside fumily. This worthy disciple 
succeeded his pastor in his holy enpacity when the 
latter departed for Mecca. 
Adam Shal’s Collowera multiplied in great mun 

hors, and after his death his fume and influence 
were perpetuated through six generations of his 
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Lineal descendants, al regtlurly suceceding euch 
othev in the patriarchal chain, 

At length, from the greut necmmulation of adhe 
rents and attendants, ib became nevessary for the 
body to study some means of tinintomuee hore 
permanent and adequate to their inerening wants 
than precarious and confined contnibutions from 
disciples, and for this purpose they forcibly poy. 
sessed themselves of lands front different Zmmindurs, 
and began to cultivate for themselves. This wequix 
sition of torritory took place about the latter ond 
of the seventeenth century. 

The Zemindars, provoked by these usurpations, 
joined together and had recourse to mem duet, in 
every endeavour to expel the Kaloray, were defeated 
by the sturdy sainis, They were obliged, there 
foro, to carry their wrongs before the governors of 
the country, ‘The governors, alameda the prow 
ing power and encroachments of this holy hody, 
which rendered no account to the revertes of the 
siuto, heartily took up the cause of tle Zeminders, 
and sont some troops against the Kulovas, but Uhese 
tlso wore diseracefully repnised in repeated at. 
tempts to dislodge the tribe, Sindh being: at this 
time 2 province of the Mogul empive, the governors 
reported this state of things in the eountry to the 
Princo Moiaudin, whose residence was then at 
Miltan, and who immediately sent 1 detachment 
from his army to assist Che governors ii manta 
ing authority, ‘The Mogul troops, after an obsti- 
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nato battle with the mencdicauts, completely roubed 
them, and took Din Mahomed, the then head of the 
band, prisoner, ULe was brought to the presence, 
did there, by voyal command, punished for his 
rebellion by being chopped to pieces with battle 
axes ! 

The fulivs, alarmed at this terrible example, 
left their inhitations, and flew to Kilat, where 
thoy raised Minn Nasir Mahomed, the son of the 
Jato Din Mahomed, to the supremacy, as head of 
the whole (vibe. Wheu two or three years had 
dapsod, Mian Nasiv Mahomed proceeded to the 
presence of the prines, at Miltun, implored forgive- 
ness of his father’s conbinucy, whd pity on his own 
misernblo condition; mid having obtained the royal 
merey, and an anmesty forall former delinquencies, 
vottumed to Sindh, und settled himself’ aad follow 
ors tn their ancient Jocwlities, 

Nasiy Mahomed died about the year avn, 1708, 
and bis son, Mian Yiu Mahomed, seeceedod him, 
The young Yann vesolyved, upon a review of the 
afaivs of himself and adherenty, to repair to and 
lay his respects ab the foot of the Mogrd throne. 
This proved a fortunate detormination, for he wes 
reecived with great compassion, md sent boek with 
gank and honour, we bile being conferred upon him, 
aswell as a jabgiv (or gilt) of a district: he was 
called Khada Yar Klin (or the fiend of God). 
Veron this period the sueceeding greatness of this 
holy stock amy be dated. The popularity and 
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prosperity of KInide Yar Klum inevensed tll hig 
douth, when his sons, Minn Neiv Mahomed, and 
Mian Datid Khan, struggled for stecession to the 
supreme authority. . 

Minn Nie Mahomed’s stam prevailed, however, 
and in Ad. 1717 he also obtained trom Mahomed 
Shah the title of Kida Yar Khan, and the pro 
vinee of Sewistan (Selwwtn). Upon some cise on 
other, not explained, it happened that Mir Ubdalla 
Khan, the Brahoi, chiet of Riku, fell out with, 
and attacked, the Kaloras in Sith. A bloody 
batile ensued, in which Uhdalle Khan wis killed, 
and the victory gave increased colobvity (o Mion 
Niv Mahomei’s nome, A few yerms afterwards 
his fortune rose to the highest pinmicle of great. 
ness, cherished by the continumee of the fivour of 
Mahomed Shah, who, upon a yvacuiey tubing plice, 
appointed him to the government of the Svibul of 
Tatiah (28 hefore mentioned), fi the person of 
Mian Niv Muhomerd, the authority, whieh was ab 
first & venrpation of itineranta, bec legitimated, 
and the descendants of mendiennts elevated to the 
governors of Sindh. The stock, however, being 
held in holy veneration, religions prejudice eom- 
bined with worldly power to awe (he publie mind, 
and muny features of (he coumbey at Che present 
day testify to the Tasting impression of this double 
influonce. 

The year succeeding Minn Nia Mulomed’s. ac- 
cession to the govermuont af Tuttnh, whieh was 
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1789, the approach of Nadiv Shah threatened Sindh, 
From the time of this mouarel’s mounting the 
throne of Persia to his investing Canduhar, Mian 
Nix Mahomed had been most unrenibtingly asst. 
duous in vondering his respects aud obedience by 
letter; but hearing of Nadir Shah’s rapid conqnest 
of Indian, wid Mahomed Shah's cession of all the 
countries to the west of the viver Attock, from the 
Dairajat, Shikurpiy, Bukkur, Sewistan, Nasirpir, 
and the Stibuk of Tattah to the sea, he conecived 
great dread and distrust; and, notwithstanding the 
kindest assurances of honour and protection with 
which Nadir Shah eneouraged hin, he refused al- 
logiance, and fled to the fortress of Omarkdt. 
Thither the king pursued hin, and took him pri- 
sone, Te was confined for some time, UL ab last 
Nadir Shah listened to his pevitence and submission, 
released him, and on his paying a fino of one crore 
of rupees in speclo and goods (e iillion slovling), 
restored him to the govermment of Sindh, with the 
title of Shah Mili Khan, As hostages for his good ho- 
haviow, however, and prymont ofa fixed tribute of 
about twonty lues of rupecs (120,0002) emually, 
the Persian king, on leaving the eonntry, (ook 
with hin dives of his sons, nunely, Mtivad Yor 
Khan, Uttne Khan, and Ghidam Shah Khan. 

Aftor Nadiv Shal’s departure, Mian Nip Mn- 
homed waged war against the Governor of Catch, 
on the parb of the Rajah of Luckput, the fomner 
having been guilty of some insolence and depreda- 
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tions. Mian Nt Mahomed besieged hin in g 
strong fort he possessed on the frontier, reduced 
it, and took him prisoner, Lo next entled to ae. 
count Rajah Jjnal, the governor of Luhori Bundd, 
who, previously to the entrance of N adiv Shah into 
the country, had sent some armed boats up the 
Tudus as high as Nasivpix, mad plundered the town, 
Mion Niw Mahomed, not having had leisure to 
retaliate this injury before, now sent vw force with 
his son Khidadad Khan, who ina short tine took 
Davajah fort; and in a suceceding bate the Rajah 
Ijmal hinself was killed, aud his whole territory 
possessed hy Nuv Mahomed’s troops, 

About the year a.p. 1747, Nadiv Shah was os. 
sassinated, and the three sons of Mint Niiv Maho. 
med, who had beon takon way by the king as hos 
tages, availed themselves of this event to obtain 
their release, and return to theie fither’s court 

At this poriod the Afghan empire of tho Dit 
ranis was founded by Almed Khan Sudozi, ors 
ginally a Paton chief of conscyneico, who hd 
embraced the service of Nadir Shah, and was ono of 
the officers afterwards of his presenea, ‘Taking 
advantage of tho king's denth, and his possession 
of a principal part of the royal trensire, he lass 
toned to Candahar, snd proclaimed Iimself without 
opposition, The fort of Gondehar huving been 
almost demolished by Nadir Shah, Abmel {hen 
built a new one wt about two miles distance, and 
gave it tho name, which it now bears, of # Ahined 
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Shahy.” ITo wrote a kind Ietter to Mian Nite 
Mahomed, and departed on his expedition against 
Tlindostan. Several severe engagements book place 
between his troops and those of Delhi. Mahomed 
Shah's primo minister at last fell: nevertheless the 
Paten amy was discomfited, andl Ahmed Shah 
obliged to return to his new capital Ue set him. 
self vigorously (o prepare for another invasion, and 
again led his troops aguinsl Tndin, Tn this seeond 
enterprise, after repeated battles in the vieinity of 
Lahore with Moun-ud-Deon Khan, he sueceeded 
in his conquest of the empire. Whilst ho was em- 
ployed in this undertaking, Minn Ndr Mahomed’'s 
discharge of his tribute und respect became irre 
gular and capricious, Relieved from the altairs aff 
Tindostan, therefore, ATuned Shah tuned his steps 
towardy Sindh, and anemmped in Sewistan, Mian 
Mir Mahomed teking the alarm fled at his ap. 
proach to the borders of the desert, where he tell 
sick and died, 

Upon this évont, the chiefs of Sindh swore (onlty 
to his oldest sou, Mitvad Yah Klin, and joined to 
his ropart of his fivthor's dewth thoiy solieitntions to 
Ahmed Shah, the Diirani monueh, tub the go- 
yornnent of Sindh might he conferred on him. 
Abmed Shah honoured their memorial with com- 
plianee, and having nppointed Mibnad Yab Ria to 
sneceed his fither with the cide of Shah Nuwax 
Khan, selurmed to Candahan 

Mitwad Yeb Bhi, during his administration, at- 
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tacked the chiof of the disiviet and bunder of Ky. 
kralla, called likewise Shah Bunder, wid after many 
bloody conflicts got complete possession of his top. 
ritovy, which he then allowed him to vunsom, "A 
fow years had elapsed whon about ap. 1756, the 
nobles and officers of the court, disgusted on many 
accounts with Miirad Yab Khan's govermnent, de 
posed and confined him, and raised his brother, 
Ghidem Shah Khan, to the Musind of Sindh, Uttar 
Khan, who was the next in age, was at Chis dine at 
the court of Candahar, mid hearing with onvy of 
his younger brother's elevation, dotommined to un 
soat him, and for this purpose exerted himself with 
sevoral of the principal officers of state, and pro- 
cured an order from the king for the secession in 
his own name, with which ho mady his appenrance 
in Sindh, and the chiefs and graudees of the coun 
try, not choosing to dispute the authority of the 
king’s firman, resoried to his standard, while 
Glutlam Shah (Chon, afer a reign of a fw months 
only, finding himself deserted and -uheble to make 
head against his brother, fled to doudprar, 

Uttar Khan had oceupied the throne uot more 
than a fvolvemonth, when his hyother Chilean 
Shah Khan returned suddenly fron exile, wid (oll 
upon him ine rapid and mexpected manner with 
a body of troops which, by different means, he had 
‘contrived to raise, when ve feree aud obstinate 
struggle took place, Lerminating in the defout and 
flight of Uttur Khan, who laid his complaint before 
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the Divani throne, and the king, in order to sup- 
porb an authority he had himself bestowed, sent 
him back bo ve-nssert his claims assisted by an any 
wider the command of au Affghan general, upon 
whose arrival Gluten Shale Khan found himself 
again compolled to fly. Me took refuge this time 
qitha chiel al Kidcralla, and with meh submission 
and many professions of gratitude obtained his per- 
mission and assistance to build a smell fort ina 
comer of the district, iv which he secured himsell; 
and culled ib Cuteh. 

After the Alfghan general's arrival, and Utiur 
Khan's restoration, the chiefs of Sindh, and the 
heads of the Albaside tribe, tuking the state of 
affairs into consideration, resolved. that it would he 
more expedient, as culouluted (o secure peace, if the 
government of the country was divided, and thus 
two thirds were allotted to Uttar Khan, and one 
thind to Gham Shah Wham. 

A fewinontha only had expired after this aomange- 
ment and the Pevurn of the king's Geoops fo Chanda 
har, whon Chitin Shah Chan became restless, and 
again fell upon his brother Utdir Chan, who, waht 
to oppose him, fled for protection tou chief ofa tract 
of wonatry on the eastern sido of the Indus, where 
it divides into the Attock and Sutledge, and vo 
quested his aid and counsel,  Buliadur Khan, the 
chief in question and a Daodptitra, took a lively 
interest in the Kalove’s distress, and made prepara 
tions to assist him in recovering his government ; 


174 PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS Cewap. x 


but Ghtilam Shah Khan did nol allow them much 
dime to mature their plans, for he heemne the offen. 
sive pavty, and very avon appeared in person hy 
Buhadur Khaw’s territory, guvo batile to him, alby 
him, and put his brother Utiur Khan to further 
fight. 

Ghidam Shah Khon then vetimned (o Sindh, and 
tranquilly seated himself in the government of the 
whole country, Fortune about the sue time 
crowned his policy, as well as is prowess, with 
complete success ; for by his juclicions IunAgement 
at court he obtained from Alimed Shah a full con 
firmation of himself in tho whole govemment of 
Sindh, with auch titles as wore borne hy indepen- 
dent princes throughout the lnst. his must heve 
been about the time of the establishment of the 
Tonourable Company's factories at Talinh and Shah 
Bunder, which was the year 1788 A.p. hia. | 
Shoh, now finding himself firnily sented, pave his 
attention 10 the sine of the country, Tis frst 
measure of importance was agninat the Khosn taibes 
of Sewistan, who had been yory refractory wnder 
his brother, and he al length “mingled them with 
the dust.” Tle despatched from existence his ne 
phews, the sons of his eldest. brother, in whom he 
had discovered somo ambitions and aspiring views 
inimical to his own personal safety, Upon some 
grounds, nol distinctly known, he wrested (rom his 
friend and protector, Jam Lijuji, the whole district 
of Kukvalla, which a short time before had at 
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forded him am asylum, and incorporated it with hts 
own dominions. As the successor of Buhacio Khan 
Daodptiiva still indulged much prestanption ou the 
strength of his munbhers, and encouraged Uttue 
Khan, in the hope of regaining his coumlry, Ghia 
Shah resolved lo punish him. We therefore carried 
aforeo & second time into his eountry, gave him 
two or theeo hinniliating defeats, und afterwards 
made a peace with him, Ite then retwmed to 
Sindh, end dnid the foundation of the fort of Thy- 
devabad. Uttar han, finding nothing left for hin 
but submission, flung himself upon his brother's 
merey ond lihevality: Glutlam Shah yeecived him 
with respect and affection, aud made an honourable 
and amplo provision for his maintenance hy the 
exclusiva grant of sevoral jahgivs. After this 
union with his brother, Ghilem Shah formed an 
expedition against Cuteh: the ebief of (hat country, 
not feeling himsell equal (o resist suche a power, 
forlified himself in his eapilul Bhij, and olfered 
ono of his datghters hi marriage to Gheilam Shah, 
who accepted tha commeetion, md upon th concluded 
a pence. Ghia Shah did nol long survive his 
return Lo Tyderabad, 

Upon his demise, which wag in 1771 or about 
that period, the chiefs and nobles of the country 
acknowllged his eldest son, Sirafras Khans anid 
his snecession was confirmed by a fieman from 
the Affghan throne, with the tile of the “ [éx. 
alied,” Lis government opened with an expedition 
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against Outch. After his return, he put lo death 
Mir Bivam Khan, a chief of a tribo called ‘Tal. 
pis, and which had long held the principal offices 
of state, The Talptirs are of Bildehi extraction, 
but held in Sindh to have so low an origin ag to 
have been originally mere shepherds, Whether 
this violent measwe wag punishment for some 
overt act of treachery or the result mevely of 
jealousy and suspicion on the part of the Kalora 
prince, is a point of doubt; Dut it is certain that 
the Talptrs had, for a long period, assraned a very 
high control in the affairs of tho Sindh Durbar, 
Be it as ib may, the ach gavo grent und gencral 
disgust to the peoplo at large, by whom Mir 
Biram Khan was much respected und beloved, and 
was the cause of those revolutions which finally 
displaced the Kuloras, and clevated the Talis to 
the governmen! of Sindh, which they now retain, 

Under Sirafraz Khan, the Honournble Gom- 
pany's factories were so much disturbed in the 
indepondenee of theiv trade, and their vexpeet and 
tranquillity so much threatened, that the govern 
mené determined in 1775 to withdraw thom, which 
was accordingly dono. 

Stvafraz Khav’s veign conlimed about five years 
from its commencement, when the chiels of the 
Bihichi tribes aud officers of the court, dissutisfied 
with his charactor and violent couduet, united, 
seized and confined him, and pat his brother, Mian 
Mehomed Khan, upon the throne. 
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In the course of a lew nonths Iris incnpacily 
became so apparent, that they were obliged to 
select a person belter qualitied to ll the high 
station, and their choice tell, after much doliber- 
ation, on a nephew of Gluilan Shah, 

Ono yey oxpevience proved Uieir judgment had 
been again deceived, and they therefore deposed 
him, and elevated to the govermment Ghitlam Nubt 
Khan, a brother of Cntilam Shel Klan. This 
might be in the year 1778, ub which period Mix 
Bijar Khan, v son of Mir Biram Khan Talpty, who ab 
tho time of his father’s being put lo dewth, as aboye 
mentioned, was mbsent ona pilgrimage lo Mesea, 
arrived al Museat, Ghitlan Neabi Khan, appre 
hensive of his retarn to head the Talptie taibe in 
rebellion, employed every means in his power with 
the Muscat government to have him despatched or 
delivered up; but his cndenvours to corrupt the 
first virtue of the Areb character wore in vain. 
The laws of hospitality were sueredly observed to 
Mir Bijar Khan, and something more iC ix suid than 
mere protection was wllorded hin. Ue soon after 
appeared in Sindh, and was humedintoly joined 
by the Talptirs, who collected from all quarters. 
Ghilam Nubi Khan, equally alert, mustered tts 
tribe and ils adherents, wnd attacked the ‘Talpties 
without loss of thac: a coniliel ensued, in which 
Ghilan Nubi, the Kulors chief, was slain 

Mir Bijar Khan, vietorions nnd trinmphant, 
direeted his marveh to the fort of Tyderabnd, in 
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which Mir Ubdtil Nubi Shan, the brother of 
Mian Glilam Nubi Khan, bearing of the lattors 
death, had blockaded limselly aud put to death 
Utter Khan, Siratras Khan, and Mir Mahomed 
Khan, with others, whose pretensions lo thought 
might stand between hin wd the opening: he 
now saw to his own ambition, In this oftision of 
blood, Sirafraz Khan is least to he vewratted, as 
his evuclty in killing Miy Biram Klan had raised 
the vengeance of the son and trihe af that chiof, 
and provoked the dreudful culamily of civil war, 
Mir Bijar Khan, on his arrival bolora tho tov, 
finding it impregnable, sent many messages, ro. 
plete with assurmecs of futh, wttuchment, and 
submission; upon the strength of whieh, Ubdtl 
Nubi Khan, with more eandour perhaps thon pre 
denco, came out, al was received by Mir Bijar 
Khan with a sincority and sneved adherence to his 
ongagoments seldom observed by Asiaties, when 
inlovest offers mush (emptation to infvingoment. 
Ho saluted Miy Ubdril Nubi Shin with  ovory 
honour and respect, took tho fivat orth of Wlegtance 
lo him, and seated him on the throne ot his ances 
tor, Uere ib might have been hoped the wounds 
of the two tribes were aflectually lowed, for the 
former position of both was renewed, the Kaloras 
in the government of Sindh, and the Talprivs again 
placed in tho first rank of the servico of the state, 
a brother of (ilutlam Shal’s being on the {hvone, 
anda son of Mir Birrm Khan's on its right hand. 
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About tivo years expired, when Tzaut Yar Klin, a 
nephew of Mian Ubdtl Nubi Khan, who was 
among the abtendants of tha court of Candahar, 
procured for himself an order from the king mud 
troops to carry it into effect, with both of which he 
avived ab Shikurptir, on his way to Sindh, ‘hither 
Ubdiil Nubi Khen, with Mir Bijar Khon, and 
other chiefs, marched to oppose him, and a des- 
porate engagement ensued, in which Mien Ubdil 
Nubi Khon was victorious, and Iva You Chen 
put to flight. ‘The downful of the Abbasides, or 
Kalora tribe, would seem lo have beon deerced by 
fate, for Minn Ubdtil Nubi Khan was prompted 
in sone unintelligible mamer to seck the destruc- 
tion of Mir Biju Khan Kalora, to whom he was 
indobted (or his position. Ile essryed numerous 
modes in vain, but at Inst elfectod his purpose, by 
tho co-vpomtion of his friend, tho Rajah of Jondpix, 
From hin. two assassins wero sont as messengers 
on business ly Mir Bijar Khan, who, availing them. 
selves of the pretence of acavel communication to 
gain a nenror approach, pluiged their daggors into 
his breast, und he instantly oxpired. 

Repeated persecution having paved the way for 
the downfall of (he Kaloras, who seemed devoted to a 
destruction which no experience or wisdom could. 
ward oll from the descendants of a tribe who had 
so dearly won the supremacy, and. supported it for 
so long a period, under peouliar dificultios and 
civil dissensiona, foo eonunon among seni-barbarons 
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people, the Talptivs, on tho murder of Mir Bijar 
Khan, assembled in great fores at Shadadprtny, 
beyond Iyderabud, and proceeded to attnek the 
seat of government. Mian Ubdiit Nubi, not think. 
ing himself uble to encounter (hom, fet ever tho 
mountains of Rikichiatn to Kilat, whore he (ling 
himself on. the protection of Mahomed Nagi Khan 
Brahoi, and solicited his aid. 
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GUAR. XL 


Ubdiilla Khan ‘Tulpiir raises the Standard of Severvigniy.— 
Ubdtil Nubi Kalora invades Sindh, nsxisted by Kilat Chiet 
—Kaloras dofeated. -— Ubdal Nabi supported by Joudptr 
Rajah — Again dofertod - -Proeeeds to Affghan Monarch — 
Obtains Assistanen, -~Calpea: Chief sels Refigo at Omnrkdt 
— Kaloras reinstated. -— Chie! eonmuits oultage and is do. 
throned, + Mire Mutteh AM Khan Calpdy placed on the Musnad, 
—Thaloras again miko head, assisted hy the Adighan King — 
Again defouted. + Zomén Shah domunds meena of Tribute, 
—Falteh AME Khan doforuls his protensions lo the ‘Throne of 
Sindh, - Civil War averted, — ‘Palptiy Chie’ shares tho 
Conntry with his three Brothers. “Tide of Chay Var or 
Four Friends, - (im aetoe of Palpir Ohioik.—Lflatory and 
Jorm of Government of Pulptied—-fsmaol Shab and Persian 
Vamily. Summary of Sindh Uistovy, from Muhommnedan 
to British Conquest, 


a 

Aver Min Ohddil Nobis flight from Uyderibad, 
the on of Mir Bijar Khan, by name Ubdulla Klin 
Talpdy, with Mir Futteh Khan, nephew hy the 
sister's side of Mir Birun ihan, decensed, and 
other chiels, raised the standard of soverciguty in 
Sindh 

About a yeur after this, Mahomed Nasir Khan, 
the chie? of Kilat, seul Mir Zohruck, his nephew, 
with a large body of experieuced troops along with 
Mian Ubddl Nui aun, in order to reinstate hin 
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in his government. The whole tribe of Talpirs, on 
this occasion, hastened to join the standard of Mr 
Ubdilla Khan, und repaired to the field: the tyo 
armies met and fought with the grentest fury, when 
Mir Zobruck was killed. Mian Ubdtl Nubi fled 
to Jowdpiix, and Mir Ubdilla Khan retumed 
triumphant to Hyderabad. Min Ubdtil Nubi found 
on his arrival at Joudptir, hit the friendship of 
Maharaj Bijsing was firm and unimpaired, and 
therefore solicited his assistance, "The Rajah kept 
Ubdil Nubi with him, and sent the flower of his 
troops to attack the Talptivs: Mir Ubdtilla Khan 
marched with his fullest foree to meet then. — So- 
veral days passed in emmonade and innsqueley, but 
at length they camo to a chargo with the sword, 
which is the great test of bravery ; and the doud- 
pt troops, after overy effort, found themselves 
unable to maintain the contest, aud (ook to flight, 
Mian Ubdil Nubi porceiving: no hope in the pre 
sent disappointed slate of his alfaivs but from the 
king, repaired to his camp, and through the medium 
of his courtiors pressed his pitivhle condition, til 
at last the king wes induced to take up his cause, 
and to order a formidable hady of (voops with o 
detachment of Brahois to he got ready under the 
command of Mudad Khan Sirdar and another 
general of Nasir Khaw’s detachment of Brahois, 
Upon the arrival of Mudud Khan in Sindh, Mir 
Ubditlla Khan took refige in the fortress of Onnnr- 
kdt for a short time, til], uot thinking hiniwelf’ sale 
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there against an overwhelning force, hereteoated still 
firther, Mudted Khan, thinking it adyisuble for the 
genoral peace of the conntry, wrote to him anc to the 
other elders of the Trlptr tribe, assaving then on 
the part of the King of forgiveness for tha past, und 
inviting thom to retin to Cheir duty and allegiance, 
The proposal was received with acquiescence and 
confidence, and eecording to agreement, afier tha 
departure of Mudud Khon, Mir Ubddilla Chon and 
his triho of Talptivs returned and seleeted Mian 
Uhdtil Nubi Kalora as thetv lawful ruler, and took 
their places in the tanks of the conrt a4 his ad 
herents, 

Civil discord being thus quelled, and Mian Ubdvl 
Nubi again (ranquilly seated on the Musnud of his 
ancestors, his former misfortunes should have 
taught him, nob to provoke new; but curvied way 
by revenge or blinded by fatality, he perversely und 
unjustly pul Mir Ubdiille Khon Talptie to death, 
three days a(lor vonewiug his dlegiance, 

Tho Talpties on this ayvemblod ab Odalyptiy, and 
having elected Mir Tutteh At Khan, son of Mir 
Sobhday Khun, and gemulson of Mir Biren Khan, 
tobo their leader, repaired in grout amunbers and 
force bo the attack of Minn Ubdtil Nubi; ovor 
whom they ut length by bravery and: persevernnes 
completely prevailed, and obliged hin to fly a second 
time to the Afghan throne, while Mir Mutteh Alli 
Khan made his Grinphal entry into Hyderibad. 
Upon a survey of his own situation, Mir bulteh 
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Alli was desirous of removing every object, which 
might immediately or even(ttally dishurh his peace 
and permanence, a disposition which was observed 
with alarm by his nephew Mir Solwab Klan The 
young min, therefore, upon & pretext of proceeding 
ona hunting expodition, left the fort of Uyderabad, 
and rode with all speed to Lohry town, where he 
fixed himself, and collected his adherents, In the 
same manner Mir Tarrah, the son ol Mir Futteh 
Khan, apprehensive of designs nguinst hisperon, fled 
privately by night, and prosuing bye-paths, after 
two days reached Badhiu, wid there setueds oven 
tually he removed to Sheh Bunder, Both of these 
princes, having completely possessed themselves of 
these places and the adjacent country, remitted a 
part of the revenues to the king, Tinuir Shah, by 
they own agents, and renomneedt altogether the 
authority of Mir Futteh Alf Klan, Ti the means 
time Ubdil Nubi Khan was ineosatly pressing 
his wrougs and distresses on Che ur of Majesty, tl 
the royal compassion was aguin mved, anda hody 
of troops with o detaelanont of Brnhois, the whole 
under the command of Abmed Khan, « Patan uoble, 
was ordered to march with hdl Nubi Khan, and 
restore to him the govermnout of Sindh, ‘The par- 
tisans of Ubdil Nabi Khan joined him with a large 
force on his entering the country, Mir Patteh 
All Khan, as soon as he heard of their amtyal, took 
the ficld and procrastinuted extremities for four 
months, till he sueceeled in drawing off the Aft 
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alians and Beahois, wud then fell upou Ubdual Nubi 
Khan, and his part of the army, and after great 
slaughter drove him to take refuge in Sewistan. 
Mmed Khan vetted to Candahar, and was 
marked with the greatest opprobrimm Sor the dis. 
grace ho had permitted to be attached to the im- 
perial avs, Zemin Shah had hy this time 
asconded the throne of Cabul, and beginning to em- 
ploy his mind in schemes ol enterprise md conquest 
determined as the tribute of Sindh had heen very 
invegularly rendered by Mir Miutteh Alf Khan, Mir 
Sohreb Khan, and Mir Turrah Khaw Talptos, to 
pay avisit to that country, ad advanced on this 
purpose as fi as Midian. The Chreeahoyo-anentioned 
chiefs, completely tervificd at the king’s approwch, 
fled from their capitals towards the desert, and sent 
the most penitentin! wand submissive exeuses mid 
promises, whieh (hrough the friendly and zenlous 
intoreession of Nee Mahomed Khan, (he vizier, apon 
whase protection they hid thrown thenelyes, wer 
received, and the king: prevailed upon to forgive the 
past wid pavsne thene far their offences uo farther 5 
the vidier hhaself discharging: some arrears, mud 
pledging himself for the punetualily of the tribute 
in future, Through the sane friendly mediun, 
Mir Futteh AW Klan aftemvards got a sunnud, 
confirming hin in his govermnent, When forvign 
attuok no longer Chreatened, Mir Sehrab Khan, with 
a majority of the Talpirs and offer chiegs, proposed 
that the son of Mian Uhditla Khan, Mir Chitin 
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Hussein Khan, who was now arrived nt yenrs of 
diserction, should assume the goverment of Sindh, 
to which, by direct deseondeney, he was oie, nd 
in consideration af whoso minority ouly it had, it 
was urged, ben entrusted to Mir Mutteh AM Khan, 
‘To this argument Mir [ubteh ANt Khan replied 
by putting the foot in the stierap. Both povtics 
collected their forces, and three whole days were 
the ranks ‘drawn out on eithor side in battle way, 
In this internal contention of the ‘Talpie tethe, re 
lations were divided on the diferent sides, » Song 
thieatoned fathers, and brothers forgot theiv birth: 
the elders of the tribe wisely hell ont tho misehior 
of such an unnatural butchery, and the women 
flung themselves between the swords to prevent it 
Both parties were at Jongth persuaded, Mir Ghi- 
lam Hussoin Khan acknowledged the sovereignty 
and accepted tho protection under which he afters 
wards lived, of Mir Vutteli AIM Khan, and he ac 
Iknowledged the independence und purpebuity of 
the distinct possession of Mir Sohvah Khan, and 
Mir Tarrah Khon, This neoommodation bobig pers 
fected, Mir Futteh AIK Khan made a handsome 
provision in jahgirs for his threo brothers, Mi 
Ghilam All( Khan, Mir Kuen Allf Khan, and 
Mie Mivad AW Khon, neeording to their seniority; 
and in order to. preserve them in an harmonious 
support of the general interesta of the fimily, for 
which they had all lubonved in. the field (Air 
Cutlam AM Khan with signal zeal and elect), he 
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admitted them likewise to « participation in his 
power, aul placed their Musutls on cach side of 
hig own, an order which was always preserved. 
Mix Futteh All€ Khan instituted an early aul vi- 
gorous Hourch wfter the treasures and proporty of 
the Kalovas, wherever dispersed or concealed, and 
a cruel persceution of the old adherents aud servants 
of that tribe ensued. Some of the other tribes of 
Sindh, who wero formidable from their superior 
numbers or odious for their attachment to the old 
goverumont, wore reduced by every effort of stra- 
tagem wud intrigue to embroil- them with cach other, 
to an insignifiemce or absolute dependence on the 
Durbar, Tho internal peace of the country being 
provided for, Mir tuttch At Khan turned his 
attention to the recovery of two places, Karachi 
and Onavkdt, which weve originally iueluded in 
the territory of Sindh, but wore alienated by Mir 
Ubditil Nubi, the first to Mian Nasiv Mahomed, 
governor of [filwt, andl the second to Muhraj Bij 
Singh, Rajah of dJoudpia, for the assistines they lad 
lent him at difforont times, us before related. In 
one attack upon Karvachi, mado by Mir Iutteh Alf 
Khan, he was repulsed, but in a succeeding: one 
there was no resistinee made, owing to nogociations 
which had heen made by Mir Futteh AMC Khon, 
cither ab Kilat or wt Gandahar. Te took possession 
of Kurvachi about the year a.p. 1792. Tis it 
tempts to. take Quurkdét by surprise had been many 
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but uniformly tnenecessfid, and some of then 
indeed dangerous to hinwell porsoually. 

Mir Butteh Al Khon is uk present the ostensibly 
head, ut nob the absolute mide of the povermuent 
of Sindh, ‘The participation of vik wad power, to 
which he so generously aciibted hin brotheus, hag 
overthrown the independence of his own wuithority, 
distracted his councils, and threntens bo divide the 
unity of the slate, By the great conciliation and 
forbearance of the prince, with the tondemess 
and good sense of tho mother, a character superior 
in intelligence to her sons, and who, in all diMeult 
and Aclicaté cues, interferes to decide thor plang 
and adjust their diferenees, serious ruptures have 
been hitherto obviated. The second Dvother, My 
Gluilom Alt Khan, isa mm of grout cnergy and 
anbition, tmpationce, wid determination.  [itherto 
they have all preserved a veal or apparent concord, 
which Ins made them formidable to theie enemies, 
and gained them the wppellution of the Char Sin, 
ov the “four fonds.” “The subordinate §ygures in 
tho govermnont aro w general aid a physicians tho 
first, Mion Makira, a Sindhtian, a prent favourite 
with the prince, aid the other, Mir Ebrabin 
Shah, & Persion Seyud, much respected by hin, 
and both admitted to a large shure of his con 
fidence, bub regarded with jenlousy by the other 
brothers. ‘The infimey of the form princes was 
passed in great obsenvity, ml even poverty, mder 
the latter part of the veign of the Kuloras, who 
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word not, ud muvy be supposed from the disscnsions 
which have been related, friendly to the Talptir 
wibe, ‘The present vulers of Sindh have heen 
ston, ib is said, tending cattle in its jungles, and 
cooking their own mouls, Certain it is that their 
understanding, dispositions, and manners, betray 
gront barbarity of education, md that since their 
advancement to an aflluent sphere, they have de- 
rived little cultivation from literate or society. 
Their ideas extend no further than the mountains 
and dosoré which bound their country, and the 
events at Candaliny, and the highest reach of their 
wisdom and policy is hy watching the motions of 
the Afghan king, and Dribing his officers to gain 
delay ov vomission in their payment of the tribute. 
Thoir solicitude at home is to guard their personal 
safoty andl onrich themselves individnully, and all 
tho rest of their occupation consists tu self-gratifi- 
cation, without a single glance nb the condition of 
the people or roul intaresix of the country. He amay 
easily bo supposed that such characters are not 
vory popular, and their tyrmmy wad rpacity make 
they govermnent daily move and more dotested, 
By vigilance and management, however, they keep 
the tribes in check and subjection, which prevents 
the possibility of conspiracy, and we themselves 
abvays preparad agains insurrection Every 
month they move about the country in different 
directions, which they never regulate by routines 
ov previous mimonneement, so that the uneertainty 
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may keep all parts in me, ‘They are, on hiuiting 
excursions, allended by horse and foot, to the 
number sometimes of ton thousand mien: in Dis 
har the prince and his Iwothors sit eneh with Hig 
sabre girth and his shiekl slung, and a rellet of 
ready saddled steeds ia always kopt up tor any 
emergoney. ‘Tho four brothers in general eas 
together, and, instead of reliving at night to 
difforent apartments, invariubly sleep in the samo 
yoom, with arms by their side, and without any 
lights but ab the doorway, Their precautions are 
utogether so great as to hid defumec to jntornal 
treachery or confederacies ; Ink were Ubedul Nubi 
Kalova to appear again in the country with w mode 
rate force, ib would most prohubly be soon aitig 
mented by the disaflected to the present govern. 
ment toa degreo that would overtum it, without 
scarcely wn effort, Uhdul Nubi, the lust of the 
Kalora chiofs, ended his days in olveuvity, aller 
ungratefully veqniting his old benefactor, Ubealiin 
Shah, by rebellion, Renmuuts of this (ihe form a 
portion of the population of Sindh a (he present 
day, and have always been looked upon with sue 
picion by the ‘Talpries. 

Such is the history of the vise and fell of the 
Kaloras in Sindh, with (he estublishmont of power 
Dy the late house of 'Talpir, to the commencement 
of the present century. ‘Pho narrative has now to 
ho carried down to the lutter chiefs, 

Mir Fatich All Talptiy died in 1801, and be- 
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queathed his treusure and the lerritory of Sindh, 
excop) stich portion as belonged to Mins Solrab 
and Tarvah (aud which included Che hyrptey and 
upper provinees), Lo his veamaining threo brothers, 
Gluan Al, Kurut Al, and Minnd Al, in the 
proportion of two fourths to the elder and one 
fourth io cach of the others, with a corresponding 
arrangement for defraying expenses of the slate 
and providing the tribute to the Gabul throne; 
this amounted (0 thirteen lees annanlly (180,0004), 
Trom this period a new system was effected in the 
government of the comury; the chiefs ruled con- 
jointly, dividing the revennes aud power under the 
title of the “ Aimirs (or Lords) of Sindh,” and were 
thus acknowladged by the Governor-General on the 
part of the British govermnent, and all the powovs of 
India, with anch titles as nee given to tho highest 
potentates; ong (es, ov head of the whole, being 
always invested with additional authority, and 
allowed (0 settle fimnily dilerances, wt also to carey 
on foreign correspondance, This head of Che fimily 
was the senioy Mix, and on his character, of course, 
much of the prosperity of the country and anicable 
condition of the wholo funily depended. This 
division of power and consequent clashing of 
interests with chiclh iu a slate of semi-barbavism, 
jealous of cach other, and keenly ative to individual 
rights, partienlarly of property, appearert to be an 
momaly tn theory, and was long considered as in- 
practicable in offeet ; but the patriarchal mode of a 
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common enuse mid one head, on whieh it is hnsed, 
kept the whole logether, aud amidst trytup ob. 
crmstances, when in the pursuit of vital interests 
or ambitions projects, individual members of the 
family have Uhrentened to overturn it. The xylem, 
thus guarded, still stood firm, and the governmont 
of Sindh undor the Talpries Iu wuuidergone Tittle 
alteration fron: its foundation lo the present period, 
Tt is true the tile of Char Yio, ov 4 tour friends," 
which was first given in conseqnonce of the ap. 
parent mmanimity of the fowe founders of the Talpiy 
government, had in time been somewhat ulbered, 
and, perhaps, conld no longer he claimed, from the 
growing Cunily diseords mud disseusions which 
arose at court; yel, notwithstanding these, in 
venlity there was always with the unujority a 
strongly-rootod ond of amity, und, indued, of 
affection between the Sindhime Amirs, whieh times 
of trial and diMenlty have fully proved, though, in 
periods of peace, they were alost. childish ti thot 
constant disugreements, and profoxsed, long aftor 
the period of the firm settlement of the goverment, 
to hold erch other in the greatest distrust. ‘The 
Kalora influence gradually Qiminished, or at least 
was suppressed, after Che fall of that house; aid 
though it is doubttil if the ‘Tulpnies were at first, 
or have ever after been so poprliur with the mass of 
the people, from their extreme short-sighted system 
of avarice, and old recolleetions of the Kaloras ase 
sacred stack, they yet yovemied the country: tran 
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quilly, and the general peace and apparent unity of 
the whole system Deeame the theme of ustonish- 
mont and panegyvic of othor states. 

*Ghidlam AT, the next brother of Futteh ATL, 
dicd in 1811 (from a womnl inflieted by a buek 
when Inmibings), leaving a son Mit Mahomed, 
Futtch Al had also n son named Sobhdar. These 
princes, though claiming (o a participation in power, 
wore for some time excluded, and the tavo chief 
Amirs of Sindh were considered to be the two 
remaining brothers, Mivad AML sud Kumi All, 
who ruled the country and were Unis acknowledged, 
Tho latter Hed without issue, but the fomner Jot, 
two sons, Ndr Mahomed and Nasir Khan; and 
the government al Lfydermbad consisted, np to 
1840, of Nav Mahomed, as the head, his brothor, 
Nasiv Khan, with the cousins Sobhdar and) Mir 
Mahomed. New Mahomed died in f8U1, and 
left tavo sons, Mirs Shadad and Hussein All, who 
shared (hein fither's possessions under the guardian 
ship of their unele Nasir, whe beemne the senior Mir 
nominally, though, in thet, the connection just 
formed (in (88) Dy (renty with the British go» 
vermont aimed a direct blow ab the auprene 
authority of any member of the fimnily, and de- 
stroyed 16 by subs(ituting fis own fifluence instead, 
This will he more fally expldned hereafter; but, 
as matter of history, this period of the death of 
the soniow Miv is merked by this particular change 
in the form of the ‘Talpie government in Sindh, 

ft) 
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that the peculiae syatom of one distinet load, to 
whom questions alleating he bilerests al’ Ue whole, 
individually or collectively, were referred, was doe 
stroyed; and the Talptir house Jett in the hands of 
the British authority, whe was done competent to 
ultimately decide their questions of dispute and dis. 
agrecment, forcign or social, The participation in 
power of the late Mix, being dividest be(weon his chil 
dren, in common with his property, (he tiflience of 
their uncle was diminished and the anthorily seat 
tored, instead of, as heretofory, eoncentimdod in the 
fewest, possible number, ‘Thus, on the death of 
Mir Ghitlam Alf, (the senior of the thee pringes 
then vuling,) his sons took the lowest grade below 
their uneles. Nr Muahomed’s sons, on the con 
tary, vanked equally with Nasir Khan; ab least he 
had no power over their alfuirs against which they 
might not appeal. 

The Khyrpiy branches of the "Talpiv family, 
who ruled in Upper Sindh, vousisted of Mir 
Rustum and AT Miirad as principals, the sons 
of Miv Soluwk = Mir Mithuriek, mnother son, 
died in 1889, leaving a linge fiynily; and Miv 
Rist has cight sou. This division of the 
Talptiy house always looked up to that at Eyder 
abad as the parent stock, nnd was guided in its 
councils by the advice there given. Another mem: 
ber of the family, named Shir Mahomed, pos 
sessed Mirpur (to the enstward of Hyderabad), 

From the period of Shah Shijah’s accepting a 


car, OU) ON SINDIL, 195 


portion of arrears of tribute due to the Cabul 
throne in 1805, it was irregularly paid, and this 
proof of subserviency to that power evaded until 
7839, when av large sum on this necownt was de- 
frayed to the nhove monarch in the course of his 
march to Candahar, 

The Talptiva do not uppeav to have ever heen 
ambitious of foreign conquest, except eneroich- 
ments on the neighbouring petty state of Cuich, 
which, on one or tivo occasions, have piven tise lo 
remonsirance and to the collection of forees by the 
Indian government, as (hreatening (he quiet of our 
own possessions towards Guatrat. Omarkdl, whieh 
Futich Alf so repeatedly but vainly attempted to 
capture, was taken in 18145 and predatory subjects 
of the Sindh state, particularly the Khosuls, heave 
much annoyed one Guzimnt frontier; but generally 
the Talpiirs have nied with w penceable demeunow 
towards other states, by whom they have ulxo been 
left ummotested. Shah Shrijah, in 1833, punished 
them for thet want of nlleginiee when he made 
his last unsuccessful attumpt to regain his Uivone, 

Tuternally, the country of Sindh under the 
Talptiv valo has heen singularly free from thoso 
revolutions and intestine tuunulis co whieh it was 
so long a prey, and, if not tnproved in oether points, 
certainly had this advinlugo. 

There is a character introduced in the foregoing 
account of the Talpty funily, who must nob he 
lost sight of, viz, Ubrnhim Shah, the Persian, and 
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primo ininister of the first form of goverment, 
and an important instrument. in the fortunes of 
the house. [fo was anecoedled by his son, Tamacl 
Shah, who volwined mutil the period of his death, 
in 1839, the sume high position and great infle 
ence in the ILyderabud conneils ws his tither, end 
who was remarkable for his rooted dislike to Bri 
lish conneetion, against the formation ol which 
ho threw every possible obstacle on its being fist 
proposed, and subsequently never cousud to use 
every endeavor Lo break i¢ off or mar ils progress, 
Tle loft at his death five sons, Zein al Aldin, Tukld 
Shah, Sadik Sheh, [brahin Shah, and anothor, all 
highly eapablo meu, and employed as kurdarg, ov 
managers of state aftairs, and contributing ind 
vidually and collectively to uphold the intovesis of 
their employers, ‘Phis celebrated Persinn (mnily 
has played a vory inomentous anid couspionots part 
in the fortunes of the Talpte house from its vise to 
its downfil; and, though their wealth proves thut 
their abtachinent and surviees have tat been allo 
gether unrequited, there ia renson to believe the 
late Mir had few move gervieenble oy capable ad 
horents than these, 

This part of the subjeeto may be concluded by a 
summary of the Sindhian history, ws fie ua it is 
recorded, and it will stand thins, —~ 


AD. 
Ruled by Brahming mutil conquered hy Mahowmedana = 711 
A possussion of tho Rhalif of the Ominde dymety - 750 


Conquered from them hy Mabuitd of Ghiavni ~ 10265 
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dD 
Sémrah (ribe allnin power 3 a - bee 
Sdmaba overthrow the Sémvala 6 2 - 1361 
Conqueverl hy Shah Beye Urghtin s e - 1519 
Tunwydin Paldiah places the country under contribution 1410 
Wirkhans obi power» = = ws . 1b68 
Amosed hy Akbur to Delhi « - fs - L590 
Nir Mahomed Kalora obtains tho siibidarship - LY: 
Nadiy Shah invades Sindh . a“ ‘ ~ L710 
Becomes subject Co the ANghan throne « . - 1750 
Kaloras overthrown by ‘Talptirs 7 a - 1786 
Conquored hy the English - 7 é - 1843 


Thus presenting cleven changes of dynasties in 
exactly as any contunies. 
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CHAD, XU, 


Sindh Durbavs.—Deseription of Hyderabad Fort and Town, 
— Visit to Amirs.—Ride Weleone,  Mtiquetie obyerved— 
Soapitality. — Gonemd Eilbet of Sindl Durhae, ~ Doserip. 
tion of Amirs.—— Nasi Khan, Mir Mahomed, av Sobhdur,— 
Shabdad Khon, —-Teeoin Ali Khan, Dixsenaions and ape 
povent Anomaly of Form of Government. Real Stabilliy— 
Sonreo of fimily Diseordy,. Shiv Mahomed pt’ Mirpin.— 
Khyrpir Durbar, ~-‘Pown and Mot. Me Ritstum = Ayo 
and Infirmitios of Mumily Diseardas AE Miiwad, ~ 
Character of hin Court. Interior Meonemy of Household 
of Sindhian Aimirs.~ Momiler > Hdtieation af’ Princes 
Love of Arn. — Tors, Passion fir Spor. Seaneg af 
Shikargaha, —Costumo of Amira Meonomy of Tina, . «Ree 
ligious Obsorvances.- Vanity af Tulpties List of Anis of 
Tlydorabad and Khyrpiiv, General Review of Characters. 
Fair Conclusions to be drawa, | Woultleot Chie, 


Ty order to introduce the Tate ‘Talpie cltety or 
Amies of Sindh move indinmlely than ie the pree 
ceding chapter, will he hettor ta doserthe their 
durbars or courts in both portions of (he country, 
commencing with that of Hydernbait in Lower 
Sindh; which, ay before observed, was considered 
the capital of the whole province, mil wax founded 
hy Ghalkum Shah Kalore, ‘The Calptirs, particulerly 
Bubteh Alf and his brother Ghidlam Alf, pe 
Wonised Kluidabtd a short: dixtuuee father nortl, 
aga royal residence, and here (hei tombs inay be 
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* 
scon, occupying the sue relative position as did the 
brothers during life. After their tine, however, 
Tyderubucl heeame the favorite position of the 
princes, from having the ulvantages of a large 
fort nud ciladel (adjoining the town), which was 
golely ovcupiod by the Airs, theix families, and 
personal guards or servants: un approuch to this 
stronghold of the feudal chiels of Sindh was strik- 
ingly illustrative of the rude and semi-barbarous 
state which they entertained. = The fort itself 
crowns the stamnit, of a searped termination to a 
range of hills; and though on a new approach ils 
defences are seen to he ina dilapidated state, hus 
from tls greab clevation wid a large and lofty in- 
terior citadel a very pichuresque appearanee : gar- 
dens with thiek clusters of trees, and the brauch of 
the river flowing noenr the walls diversify the seene, 
Hyderabad Lid also the additional recommendation 
to the Amirs of being centrally sitialed, and from 
it their Inmting preserves by menus of the sivor 
wore very ucvessible: they spoke he vaptures of its 
climate; for thotgh very sultry during ecortain 
seasons of tlie your, it ix a dvicr atmosphere thin 
the Delta and less exposed in its neighbouring 
country (o hinmidation than most portions lowee 
down, whilst it enjoyed in common with all 
Lower Sindh the monsoon winds and a shorter du- 
ration of execssive heat than beyond Sehwun, ‘The 
town isu poor pluee for the enpilal of wv eountry, 
carrying on bub Title Gade, end Chet only for its 
o | 
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own constmuption. ‘Phe presence of the chiets 
abvays induced an air of bustle and tnportuney 
from the greut throng of retainers who Croquented 
its bavane: some fine tombs creeted over Uf, 
Kalora and Talptir chiels, Ghithin Shah wid Kuen 
Alll, ocoupy the opposila extremity of the hill to 
that of the fort; the reigning family kept this latter 
in vepair, bub the former wore much neglected, 
though the most gorgeous of the whole, 

On the avrival of a visitor he was met at some 
distance Svom the fort by a Lesh Ahidnudt ov ads 
vanced guard of forty or filly horse and footumen 
fully armed and necontred, the leading individuals of 
whom were parsonnl friends ov servants of the var 
rious Airs, deputed to give tho weleome in thelr 
masters’ meme and for him, etiquette precluding the 
Ainirs themselves coming out tales Co moot aqual, 
The rank of the person deputed depended on thet 
of the visitor, and was regulated necordingly, On 
first deserying the s(ranger fu his escort a (mul: 
tious rush us if for some violent propose was made 
by the Sindhians Lowards hin horses were put to 
the spur, and footmen ran to keep pnee; the senior 
ropvosentative followed by thase of (le other Mis 
crowding round the visitor, mud seizing lis hand, 
nearly tore him from his saddle, with rude bub 
hearty inquiries (or his henlth, after the usual oi. 
cuitous method of Sindhinn sulutution, following it 
up wilh an oxpress message of inquiry and salu 
tation frou their Uighnesses individually, This 
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proiiminary ecremony boing completed (and it oc- 
cupied some cousiderable time, for a single inter 
change of sulutation is net speedily completed in 
Sindh, and on these occasions there were half a 
dozon to reecive and aiswer), te escort was tormed 
to return, and the visitor placed in the inidde, his 
stecd being newly borne down by the press around 
him, and woe betide him if he were not mounted 
ona quiet beast, for hicks would then shower round 
his logs thick as hail: no remonstrnuco or voruest 
& tg be allowed w little more room,” “to take ene of 
his horse, &«.,” were lor av moment heeded, but 
woukl only have induced additional persecution in 
the shape of ndditional pressure, and more inquiries 
afler health nnd comfort! thus jostling, shouting, 
and holloing, the fort and narrow entrance over 
the drawbvidge was gained, where the escort was 
again swelled hy additional followers, ‘The senior 
Amir demanded the first taterview, and opposite 
his dian or hull of audience the visitor was stop. 
pod: filty obsequious retainers held the stirrup 
and assished Co alight, whilst as many @ Bismillahs” 
word breathed outon the foot touching the ground 
hore it was neeessnry (o pause for a moment, to au. 
range the order of entrance to the royal presence. 
A covtnin niunber of menof rank being aé the door, 
one took hold of the stranger's hand, who, divesting 
his feet of shoes or boots (the feet cannot be covered 
boyond the threshold of any chwelling in the East), 
was ushered into a large stare room totally bare 
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of furniture, except a huge eharpal or Oblomay 
covered with rich velvet ar hroeudle cushions, Pep. 
sian carpets being spreud around its on the tomer 
reclined the Amir in full dreys or otherwise, as tig 
case might he, whilst Uhe whale rao was crowded 
with chiefs, ministers, sorvimts, und armed rotainers 
of every degree; those of higher rank being nearest 
the Amir, and enjoying the exchisive privilege af 
occupying the earpel. On the entree of the 
guest all rose, and the usta fora of inquiry and 
salutation, eoupled with an embrace, being inter. 
changed with the Amir, was repented by all in hig 
vicinity ; and xs their [ighnosies and the Biltehis 
generally ave very corpulent, (he lugging was not 
always of the most pleasnat kind! Conversation then 
comneneed, the guest being recoumiodatod with a 
chair as a post of honour. ‘The studied attention to 
the slightest word or gesture of the Aimiv was on 
these occasions strikingly evineed by his ride fol 
lowors: if a fold of his, purment wero dixplaeed, a 
dozen hands adjusted ils if in want" of » word to 
ronder the converauion glib, it was abundanily 
supplied; every movement war accompanied by a 
Bismillah,” amd every eye direeted to the ehief, 
whose slightest gosture was insluitly obvyed 5 end 
although the Amir might be in undress himself, no 
one of those about him was in other than in the 
full eastume of the coumtry. On state cevasions or 
visils of coremony, the sword, sbield, nid fall pana 
ply was adopted by the Amin, and the British ow 
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thorities always observed the sune etiquette, The 
mumder of Biju Khan before described was made a 
pretoxt for requiring the gentlemen who formed 
the first mission to the Talptiv chiefs to appear in 
durbar unarmed, a request which of course could 
not be complied with. Politeness peculiar to the 
Jonst was carried in the Sindh duvbar to a ridteu- 
lous oxtent, during any pause in the conversation 
the chief invariably supplied the hiatus by an 
inquiry after the health of his guest, pubting his 
honds together and ejaculating “ Khoosh 7” and if 
the stranger's eye wandering over the assemble re- 
teiners caught hut of any of the men of rank, he 
felt himself’ bound to perform the seme ceremony 
immediately s hese constant questions on the same 
topic beenme ab last almost ridiculous, but were 
made with so much of at least apparent sincerity of 
munnier, Ut they beeumne pleasing, Uowever 
important the subject first diseussed with an Amir, 
though generlly the Copies were comnon-place, it 
ovdinavily Corminued in the atlengrossiug subject 
of sport, and the latest or next intended visit. to 
the Shikivewh; the growest proof of the high cx. 
timation in whieh a guest was held, being un invila- 
tion to purtake in this royal pastime, The Amir 
hingolf gave (he signal for breaking up the ¢con- 
ference, as ig ustial in the Mast for a superior; and 
honour was shown fo the visitor hy his TTighness 
aceompanying bim to the border of the carpet, 
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where the “Khuda hafiz,” or & God protect you,” 
was interchanged, 

Rach Amir had his own diwan and establish. 
ment, and observing only the strictest etiquette of 
visiting cach according bo seniority (for any de 
parbure from this would have been decmed a slight), 
the same ceremony obhuined with ench, On ocon 
sions only of discussing matters of site importanee 
affecting the national worl, did the Amine meet 
together in durbar, aud they then collectively YO 
presented the combry over whieh they vuled. On 
quitting the forb the same escort ae formerly was 
provided, and a portion even vecompruiod te vist 
tor to his own home, tho vest. only eeturning: when 
expressly directod to do so. On visits of coreniony 
presents wore always interclumged, Int on ordinary 
veeusions the guest was supplied with edibles, go. 
nerally in the shape of lange (rays of sweelments 
for bimself and atteudanta.  Mavoys to the court 
wore fed, with all Chef retainers, for the whole 
time of their sojomm. 

The rude hospitulily wid kind weleome shown 
on these occasions of in ordinary visit wero very 
charneteristic of Sindhimd manners 3 the court 
showed nothing of the velinament of the East else 
where observed, wud the groups of wild Dilichis 
and military mercenaries from every quarter which 
made up the seene, reminded the stranger thet he 
was amongst a people of primitive mamiors, and 
chiefs who ruled us a quilitary feudalism. ‘The 
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untractahle demomnour and uneoath bearing of the 
Bikichis occasionally Duvst ob even in the royal 
PUGSCILCE 5 for though devoted to their leaders, these 
barbarous tribes did not ulvays show their respect 
ontwardly ; and tho ITyderabad durbar often pro- 
gented a strange scone of disorder and tumultuous 
uproar incklental to its wild attendants, aided 
not a little hy the discordant scremning of Nantch 
women, with their accompanying din of demn and 
cymbal marshalled in a corner of the hall by fat 
Abyssinian cunuchs, 

The chiefs who vosided at Ilydorahad were Nasir 
Khan (the lasé surviving son of Mtrad ATI), the 
chicf Amir, a prince of exceedingly prepossessing 
manners ad handsome oxterior, though latterly 
ho became so grossly corpulent as to be able to 
walk with oxtrane difficulty; his age is about 
forty-five. The principal failing of this prince's 
character was excceding avarico and a consequently 
short-sighted policy, which injured his possessions 
and devreasad® his own resources i proportion, at 
the same timo that it created fimily discords; he 
was otherwise free from most of the vies common 
to his limited education and semi-barbuvous origin ; 
popular with his people, and always much liked by 
the officers of our government who were brought 
in contact with him, from his comparative urbanity 
and polish. Nasir Khan, deficient in strength of 
mind, was at all times in the hands of intriguing 
partios who raised enbuls and petty fouds in. the 
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family. Ne had ono song nid when the muthor lage 
visited him was lenching the youth English with q 
view, his fuller said, “ol (ranmueting business direct, 
und nob through the organs of mitnshts and inte. 
pretors” Nasir Khan, on the dewth of his doy 
brother, Nie Mahomed, became the ostensible lead 
of the Talpir finnily, but his two nephews being 
adinitted to oceupy the sume position ie dnehar ag 
theiv fathor (sharing his property and posscasions) 
instead of as formerly being placed ab the foot of 
the list, much of the senior Miv's influence was 
weakened, the more so (hit the youtlin lad a dinee 
appeal in their niliirs to the representative of the 
British goverment; wand the younger, who found 
his unelo’s avaricious views likely to thwart hig 
interest, formed a strong party against him. — Nagte 
Khan was not, however, adapted, like lis late bro. 
ther, to rule his hose, selMintorest preventing his 
upholding ils dignity, hy avoiding party-foolings 
Mir Mahomed, tho son of Ghilany Atl ‘Tal, 
and therefore cousin of Nasir Khan, sake equally 
with Sobhdar, the son of Luttels Alli, the founder 
of thé ‘Pulptiy house. Mir Muhomed wes an old 
man and childless, mninble, hut af werk intellect, 
and completely in the hands of his eousin Nasi, 
who «uticipated becoming the inhevitor of his 
wealth ab the prinea’s death. Soblidar was ama 
of quiet, inofensive charachers wid on the general 
opposition to the views of the British goverunient 
in tho advance of its armios an Cabal in 1839 hy 
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thor other Tfydermbad Airs, had so tie dissented 
from thom that he obtained a remission from a share 
in the amount of tribute then levied on the other 
Wtvee: he ever afier strenuously avoided any acts 
which should look Tike a participation in intrigue, 
and shudiously courted the good-will of the British 
authorities ; his exemption from tribute procured 
him to be looked upon with jealousy by the other 
members of his family, aid he was generally u- 
popular iu consequence, Ee had to sons, 

The princes, sons of the later Nvir Mahomed, 
Shahdad han, about twenty-nine, Tussein ATL 
Khan, twenty years of nge, were much estennged iu 
consequence of tho elder being subservient to the 
views of his uncle, aud acknowledging his guardian- 
ship; whilst the younger rebelled aguiust such 
authority. Shahdnd possessed much of his fithor's 
character (whieh was a mixture of grout tulent, 
vice, and duplicity), Chough engnuging in his mane 
nev, and rather uecomplished for his country. 
Hussein Allf*being younger was guided entirely 
by those about him, neglecting, however, Uhe ya 
Inable assistunes of his punedian, Alimed Khan, chief 
of the Laghavis (w ditt tribe), prime minister to Mir 
Mahomed ut the period of his death, and a noble- 
man whose munry (ine qualities would have made 
him the ormunent of the most polished court in 
India, ‘The great influence possessed by this chief 
in the Talpitr counsels, and hy his late father Wali 
Mahomed, decreased latterly, and he retired fron 
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the court somewhat diggrsted aC its intrignes, tuto 
comparative seclusion, living principally aw his 
estates, which were very huge, in the vich  distries 
of Larkhana; yet he was not writing whon dt, 
fortunes of the Talptivs were to(lering, nicl gealed 
his devotion ona late aceusion by takiug wens in thet 
defonce, and sharing the fate of their house, ‘Che 
Prince Ungseiu AIM was said toleve anich ofended 
Ahmed Khan, the youth forgetting the respect due 
to the age and dignity of his late fiuthews Sond, 
Walli Mahomed’s (his father's) popularity in Sindh 
was so great, that his memory is more highly 
cherished by all classes Chan that of any of the 
mamerous chiefiains who jn the rapid vise and fall 
of dynasties have attained eminence in Sindh, a 
wibute to virtne which it is refreshings to con 
template, whore civilisation has not yet planted her 
ameliorating standard. As a personal friend of 
Ahmed Khan Laghari, the author looks buck with 
pleasure (tinged with deap regret ab int eldot’s 
altered fortunes) to the dolight ul honts he spent in 
that old nobles society during hin lust visib to 
Uydorabad, and pays this feeble mark of gratitude 
to his kindness and hospitality ; hiv public morits 
were so generally known as lo have procured him 
the highest opinion of all who were acquainted 
with the loading clumacters in tho Siudhian govern 
ment, 

Suelt were the leading porsouages that composed 
the Tydorabad duvbars a host of funetionaries 
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necessary quote of kardars, unttush{s, and other 
officers of slate, boing amply supplied with holy 
teachers and peculiar favourites from all parts of 
India, Persia, &e. 5 some, as usual in astern courts, 
being snised Crom the dregs of society bo the vory 
highest offices ; the weakness and worldly inex- 
perience of the Sinchian princes being prominently 
shown in the ready credence which designing and 
plausible adventurers obtained ab the Iyderabad 
court, as elsewhere alluded to, 

As « whole, this court presented a curious 
anomaly 3 for cach individual composing this siamo 
form of government lived as if deeply jealous or sus- 
picious of the other, md cach appeared lo be only 
meditating how he might readily compass the down- 
flor ongross Uhe possessions of his fellow-chieftain : 
caution agninsl mutual (reachery, indeed, went so 
faras to show alam even for personal sefoty. Lange 
hodies of the armed retainers of cael prince wera 
always in alt@hdance 5 and when the Amirs quilted 
their capital to partuke of the sports of the field, ench 
was necompanied hy an cuommous foree, with the 
view of guarding against surprise. Yet, uotwith- 
slunding all this wppenrance of emnity and actual 
distrust, informally vw common bond of union kept 
tho Stndhian chiefs together; and when the sulety 
or honour, even of individuals, was assailed from 
without, it heemmne a common cuuse, and they stood 


forward as one mon (o defend it, Mow much 
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longer such an extraordinary compaeh would have 
lustod, is a question which may be asked s ind the 
probability appears to be, notwitlwtding {ts ap. 
paront Inconsistency, Ghat, if telt to itself, ib had 
sill tho sveds of atubility, and Unit on the surfiee 
only did ib uppenr tolloriug. The truth is, ina 
few words, that tho whole rested on a constant 
belance of power, and int this ley the seeret of its 
preservation, No one Amir in an exsentinily foudal 
form of government, like that of Sindh, could 
advance his pretensions to his brother ehiottain’s 
rights, without in(erforing direutly with those of a 
large body of foudatorics, wud lia was at once 
either cheeked in that quarter, ov obliged to have 
recourse to arms, tn allernative which could 
never have been resorted ta by the ‘Tulptrs, though 
much vaunted, Aguin, what formed the ingerest 
of one Amir was (he interest of the whola s and did 
muabitious views prompl a chic! to wets of Injustice, 
there was an overwhelming mmjority against him, 
for they know, individually ail cofleetively, full 
well, that if thoy srfoved one member of the 
family to gob beyond his limit of power, or to 
cnaross (he possessions of mother, the fates of all 
were inevitably sealed 5 und {lus there was a 
constant counternetion to agerandisement, coupled, 
al the samo tine, with a patsarchal system of 
placing their disputes for udjustnent in the hands 
of one senior member of the fiunily, Chis flattering 
his dignity, whilst it gave him no additional power. 
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The whole was kept togethor as one limily, and, if 
not interlored with, would, there is every reason to 
believe, have Tasted for ages, ‘This part of the 
sibject, however, will find a grentov space olse- 
svhove, 

Much of the petty thnily diseords which, during 
tho lust Jow years, were observable at [yderabad, 
arose from the loss of the able head of the house, 
Nv Mahomed. ‘This prince’s talent wnd influence 
wore universally acknowledged by all, and in him 
the keystone of the whole fubrie was kept in its 
place, and the old system on which it was founded 
fully preserved, He Teft no sneeessor capable of 
supplying his position, and his brother, Nasir 
Khan’s, avaricious and weak disposition proved the 
cause of constant fouds, and kept up a constant 
irritation in the fuily. 

The above deseription of the characters of the 
Tlydorabac Amirs has oveupied a greater space than 
was contemplated 5 Ith the author considers that 
interest musé attach to all concerning these princes, 
whose forlames avo now likely to occupy so pro 
minont a phice in Tidian history. 

Shiv Mahomed Taulpiie, another member of the 
family, held tho fort of Mirpiiy, eastward of Hyder 
abad, = is charneler ius not Deen fivournbly 
spoken of by parties who were Drought into con 
tact with him: he was but lithe known, having 
for n long period velused our connection. 

The Khyrpiie brauch of the fimily oceupied the 
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down of hat name in Upper Sindh, wherein resided 
the Amirs in somewhnt the same state, ulthongh 
on aamnch smaller seule, and, if possible, rudyp 
than that of Hyderabad. The etiquotte observed 
at one durbar was previsely Che snme as that of the 
other, Mir Risin, the heat at Khyrpiay, always 
presided, and one hall of aucdionee steed Lor all 
the princes, being generally filled with the m. 
merous members of his own and brother's family; 
his chief minister and his monerous sons helphig to 
swell the train, This court wax move essentially 
Bikichi, and therefore more national in aeners, 
in costume, aad charactor thes Chiat of Ghe capital, 
A degree of poverty aul meniness pervaded the 
whole, which forcibly proved Che unsitistetory 
state of Khyrptie finmees 5 indeed, thin division of 
the government und country wis so essentially 
feudatory, and had cousequently been so much 
fritterod away io julygivs and other grants to chict 
and hingers on, that the prince was Invely loft a 
sullicient income for the personal comforts of ins 
self nud frmily, and often put to the uost humilis 
athy shifts to obtain aufietont for current expenses, 
Jn this way, also, the Khyvptie durbur was guilty 
of nets of most unwarrantuble oppression (owards 
iis subjects, particularly the Hindts of Upper 
Sindh. 

Khyryriy is siluwted in the aniddle of a well 
fertilised plain, md the apprench to it fron. the 
river ab Rovf is through beautiful succession of 
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gordens, wording a deep shade and delightful 
relief from the trying sun of Sindh. Khyyptir is 
too insignificamt to be considered as a capital, 
ckeopt of a division of the country; and, bub that 
the Amirs of Upper Sindh had taken up their 
abode here, world be havdly worthy of notice. 
Their residences was a small mud fort in the centre 
of the town, of very confined limits, and haying no 
pretensions in size ov convenicnce for the Invge 
nunber of chiefs (seventeen) who vesided hore ; 
but Bihichis are not very particular in this respect, 
and this part of the Talptr tinily had preserved 
go much of the primitive mamers of their ancestors 
as to adopt in their eourt and domestic arrange 
ments as tnostentations a style as was consistent 
with the slightest pretension to dignity, at the 
same tine thet their impoverished trensury did not 
permit of inuch display had they been inclined bo 
have mado il, 

Tho head of the Khyrpiie Tulptivs was Mir Riis 
ium, son of Mir Sohral (efore mentioned, to whom, 
this uppor part of the province was originally 
grated ly Mutteh ATH), an old aman of easy tom 
per and dignified, mannovs, lov far advanced in Jifo 
to ablend to stale affairs himself; the whole of 
which were Jeli to others, but particularly in the 
hands of an neue and clever, though it is to be 
feared unprineipled minister, J'utteh Mahomed 
Chori, Mfr Riatim having a large funily, in- 
cluding no less than eight sons, ieivigues at his 
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cows enibittered his huter days by sowing: the 
seods of dissension hefween him und his childeep, 
Le would have been dificult to have found in die 
whole (erritory of Sindh a nun of av mere muiable 
or inoffensive private character, apart (vom Uhe 
weaknesses peculiar (o age, than this -venorable 
prince, whose grey haivs, the countenance, and 
kind manners, elways ndueed 2 strong prodilestion 
in his favour (rom all who were brought into com. 
munieation with him: he hid, moreover, tho ad 
ditional merit, of having on every prior occasion 
mot the propositions of the various British autho 
rities for increased communication with ane dirongh 
his country without a moment's hesitidon; but 
years and infirmities tndieod a curclossneas as to 
the vital interest. of his goverment, and he was 
latlorly heset by designing counsellors whose short. 
sighted poliey and ubitios views of selfageran 
dizeoment plunged this: prince info constant dif. 
culties and family roils, hi amnttual distrusts, 
intrigues, dissonsions, aud firmly quarvels, the 
hyrpiy faunily assimilated completely to thet 
Drothron in Lower Sith, and hubterly beeune even 
worse; Mir Rrishu was, it fs Crue, respeetod and 
even beloved by his court mud all classes of his 
subjects, but it roquived here, as at TLyderabad, an 
active head to miravel the potty thongh tungled 
web ofa Sindhian durbar and keep it in anything 
like ovder, An old man th his dete and addicied 
to opiates and intoxicating stinnlanis, was little 
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able to play so important a part, and ab his court 
wore some of the most restless and iuwiguing cha 
ractors in Sindh. ‘The consequenee was a goneral 
dsmemborment of the family; and at the old ehief's 
death, which in the comrso of nature might be 
goon expected, it is highly probable the Tlyderabad. 
authority in the olden state of wMnirs, but according 
to late arrangements the Brilish government would 
have liad to settle the question of succession to his 
possessions 5 his younger brother about to be in- 
troduced, was looking with anxious eyo Lo seize 
the lion’s share, ILis noxt brother, Mir Mibavick 
died in 1889, leaving a large fiumily of five sons, 
the eldest of whom, Nasiv Khan, inherited the 
greater portion of his father's property, sufficient 
provision heing made for his brothers. Gluillam 
Tyder, tho son of Miv ‘Tarah, was another momber 
of this branch, but his younger brothor, Mir All 
Murad, is tho most cistinguished character of the 
Khyepti fimnily, possessing wnhounded ambition and 
grant duet combined with considerable ilent: this 
prince las always proved consistent aud unswerv- 
ing in his purpose of independence and aggrandize 
ment. In person Mir AIMS Mived is vomarkobly 
handsome, dark-complexioned, and about forty 
years of age; his mother is said to havo been of 
the Biltichi tribe of Muris, whieh may account for 
his possessing unusual swarthiness, The general 
beating of this chief iy singularly dignified, cour- 
icous, “and prepossessing ; bub while distinguished 
ba 
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for the aceomplislunonts ual in the Mast, he ig 
unfortunately addicted ta Me wineeup, and in 
dulges somewhat. too frevly in Gre enticing liquors 
forbidden by the Koran. At present, however, 
these habita, although existing, do not appear to 
aleet cither the health or the character of the Mir, 
who is in the prido of nmuhood, with # clene intel. 
ligent mind, which up to the present period hag 
Doon quite capable of coping with the diMiculties of 
his position. And his countenance does not yet 
betray any of Chose distvossine appearances: of 
undue indulgence in the common stinutlants of, the 
Jéast, which never {nil to set their stump upon 
the features of thoso who indulge in such meung 
of self-abasemont, Mir AME Mitvad is always 
evinced the greatest jealousy at nny dilerforonce 
in his affairs, and has stood alool from the Bi 
ltichi clanship, which provails in both the TIy. 
derabnd and Kheyrptir fimilies, [is vetuiners, 
AXardarg, non ol business, &e., ae foreigners, nnd 
his troops, of whom he keups » considerable atanding 
force, ave composed entirely af mercenaries Crom 
Ilindostan, Cabtil, the Punjutd, and Blawvulpie, 
Biltehi feudatisin formed vn secondary park of his 
syslom, and hus was conpletely ab varies with 
the usage of his country, and he hes thus stood ia 
an isolated position, as it were, (rant his brother 
chiels.  1Cis ousy to perceive that wubition mast, 
in the first instance, lave iudaeedt All Meead 
to puusue a policy so dinnetrically opposed to the 
form of government and practices of his forefathers, 
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and he probably anticipated some rupture at the 
Ifyderabad or K hyrptir courts, when he would have 
mado a dash aided by foreign broops at the power 
of the whole; such plans, if devised, would have 
hardly succeeded, Dut latterly he becane closely 
connected with the British government, and his 
viows, if Uncy were so directed, were unexpectedly 
mated and produced a premature result he could 
formerly have little anticipated, as will be under- 
stood horenfier. ‘Cho retreat of Mir AI{ Miinad, 
which he held in sullen and true baronial style, was 
the stronghold of Diji, a cluster of forts, ell ap- 
proach Lo which was strictly guarded. Mov a long 
period afer our gniraice into Sindh, the Miv ve- 
fused to acinit any British oficor into his forts; 
and although aba marriage of his highness with a 
princess of Khyrptir, a visib of coremony was made 
to Diji, and selutes fired from every bastion round 
in honour of the politicul agent and his party, the 
Mir even then ovaded any wenn upon his strength, 
recelving: his “gtiosls with every distinction near the 
hamlet in which he himsell resides, but declining 
to lay open the stronghold containing his troops 
and treasure to the slemger’s inquiry or remark. 
Mir Alli Miirad’s system, a3 affected the British, 
was neither fo court favonr, nor proffer offence, 
but lo pursue a perfectly negitive course, calmly 
supporting his own independence, while he paid atl 
courtesy mid consideration to those sitangers whom 
chance placed iu communication with hin, 
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The style of living and economy ofthe honschold 
of the Sindhian chioft was stricWy in keeping with 
thelr general hubits and chaructor, exceedingly 
primitive and attended with Inu trifling onday, 
The intevior of a Mahommedan prince's domestic 
establishment is so imponctinbly veiled to all 
serutiny, that ib can only be guessed at, and 
sometimes appears by Ue influence i exercises, of 
which there is an inslanea in the carly history of 
the ‘Talptirs, but nover by any direct means: of the 
wives and female portions, therefore, of the families 
of the Amivs of Sindh, though nob anore guarded 
on this point than others, nothing whatever was 
known, ‘The Zenanas, independent of the lwyhit 
number of wives (for each), wers said to be 
supplicd as usual with a goodly proportion of 
women; but children begotten of such were, it is 
said, destroyed to prevent the ignominy of a de 
graded condition lo which their illegitimacy would 
have vedneed them. ‘Tho psiness (ook wives from, 
and married their duugliters inte, Bilicht funilies 
of rank, such as the Muris and others, who were 
considered fo hold a high plico mnongest the tribes: 
the sons wera edueatod in the havem, whieh they 
only quilted ab a certain age for amuily exoreises 
and mixture in the court, such education consisting 
in reading ‘the Koran, a Linited knowledge of the 
adullerded Persian spoken al dhe court, a high 
degres of urcomplishment, consisting iu heing able 
to read or quote a few of the ordinary poems in 
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that languago, such as the divans of IIviz or 
Sandi. J& may vendily be imagined therefore, that 
the Sindhian chicls wove vory illiterate, and indeed. 
parbarously ignorant of all beyond their own 
country; in this respect the lute Lulpiirs wero inno 
way changed fron the original condition of their 
fathers, nor did they at any period, though every 
offort was made, particularly ot [Lyderabad, to 
youse them to a senso of the advantages of a 
degree of vefincment, display the slightest in- 
dination to depart from the rade style handed 
down to them by their ancestors: various altempts 
to improve their taste by inducing an acniration 
for European articles of comfort or omament in 
the furniture of their dwellings, &e., completely 
failed; heantiful specimens of om manufietures, 
presented at various tines, were oither mutilated. or 
allowed to lie as mers lmmbor, lor arms and. 
horses alone did they show any extruvagant pro- 
pensities, for the former (o an oxtent which was 
quite childish, even to that of sending emissaries 
to Porsia, Turkey, and other countries, to prreliase 
sword-blades and gun barrels: of these they had an 
immense store; yeb no individual in their country 
possessing a sword or matchlock of any value, but 
was corlain to be solicited with lompting offers to 
soll it (o the chiefs.  Khorassan and Kilab supplied 
the best horses, and for large-sized mares of these 
breeds they were always prepared to give high 
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prices. Mikron riding caucla, or (hose from 
Manwar, were also objects of great request. 

Tho Jeading feature in the chnracher of the 
Talpriy Amivs, however, was their uhsorbing passion 
for sport, to the gratification of whieh (hey Titerally 
surificed a fine counbry, and to whieh every other 
consideration of any Kind was completely: sub. 
servient: even their ruling viee of avarice fownd no 
place where the chase was brought in question, and 
repeated instances are reeorded where the Amir 
have oven razed villages and depopuluted districts 
in the vieinily of their prosorves fo provent any 
disturbance to the game, The sleingenoy of fovest 
Inws in Sindh can only do understood by a com 
parison to those of countries in the sane xlage of 
civilisation, such as merrio Englund in the olden 
time;" but woe hetide a Robin Hood or Tattle 
Jolm, who should have attempted to play. their 
prauks in the Atuirs’ Shikaygulal! ‘Mey were go 
strictly gunvded, that ib workd lave bean case to 
hove gained aceess to their harem} Where all 
clso was mean and penurions, here all was levish: 
indefinite expence was ineupred th madittenance of 
keapors and cstablishments; Che enclosnyes so often 
destroyed by the river, and of immense extent, 
were as constantly kept in porieet order. ‘The whole 
of the country on hoth banks of the river, (rom 
Schwnu to below Tattah, a space of newly tv 
Indeed miles, presented Tide heyoud a succession 
of dunse forests of these preserves 5 anid. the value 
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in money set by the Amirs upon cach head of deer 
killed therein previously given, was corroborated 
by the express conditions which the chicls stipulated 
wi 1839 should be introduced as a clause in the 
treaties with tho British govermucnt providing for 
the inviolubility of their Shikargahs, and whieh 
was secured by a promise on honour that such 
should he the case. “ We value them,” said the 
chief in addressing Colonel Pottinger, the able 
British vepresentitive then at their court, “ as 
much as our wives and childyon!” Under that 
gontlenan’s goncrous adininistration, and gubso- 
quently lo this, the chiefs’ inalicnuble right, as a 
question of power over their own property, lo ap- 
propriate their country as they pleased, however 
rouch wo may conden the barbarous policy whieh 
prompted it, was strictly acknowledged. A minute 
description of the Sindhian Shikargahs with the 
method of destroying the game, has been so often 
given by recent travellers Ghrough the country, 
that it woul? bho mere repetition to whude to them 
here. ‘The Tuning senson is in Lower Sindh 
doving the hot weather, aud in Upper Sindh ab its 
termination and the cold months. On these oc- 
casions, and in these seones, the natural semi- 
barbarous slate of Che princes and their retainers 
was shown lo great advantage: all respect of 
persons was Jos in the tumult and wild oxcite- 
ment of the moments rugged Biltehi hunismen 
and retainers jostled princes aud prime ministers, 
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each oxeiting the othe, aud chunorously veuunting 
his deeds, paetienlarly if the more glorious game of 
a tiger had been numbered with (ho slain ‘fhe 
object was still, however, to guin royal tpprobation, 
and bleeding und Tncerated, the vuilortanate servant 
threw himsel( at his muster'’s fot, gasping out hig 
congratulations to the chief for dowds as lis own 
which tho bravery of tho hantyman has along 
accomplished: walst-bund of silk, or a Tainghi 
snatched from tho nearest rolainer, mul thrown by 
tho chief, amply rewarded the wounded man, who 
in repented ingtances Jost his lite without wy other 
token of gratitude than this pallvy neknowledg. 
ment, Stinmlated by this ambition, (he Sindhion 
hunismen performed deeds of oxtmordinary gal. 
leutry, assisted by the Jarge dogs peculiar to Sindh, 
who worried and distracted the animal: they at. 
tacked the lnrgest tiger armed only with svords 
and spears, though of course some Livos were sure 
to bo lost in these aneountord Tho altered dex 
memour of tho princes themselves dh these ocean 
sions was very marked: tho apathetic wd lisess 
mamer, so habitnel to them, way stuldenly changed 
to one of the greatest plensuvabloe anxiety and ex 
citement; (hey ab ones became us wild as those 
about them, aud ull restraint and etiquette were 
for the time completely Innished. ‘The Ainies were 
excellent shots, though the wvkward muehlock of 
the conntry is Iut ill adapted to shurp ov correct 
firing, AI Mitrad lntterly used Knylish rifles, but 
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he was in this respect a solitary exception to the 
rest, Visits lo (he preserves or hinting excursions 
sometimes lasted for many weoks, and were completo 
vistlations on the unfortunate inhahitents, fie unlike 
Noshivwan the Just, who is doseribed by the Persian 
moralist Saadi as reproving a courtier for inking 
n parizidge from n peasmnt without paying for it, 
though to subisfy the king’s lumger, secing that if the 
king were to set the example, the soldiers would 
follow it and rob the comtry, The Sindhian 
rulers Loo often permilted their enormous retinue 
to he qnavtered on the neighbouring villages with 
bat inadequate, if any, restivution for the supplies 
afforded, ‘Tho heaters up of the game wore collected 
from evory district, without veforenco to their voon- 
tions, and without remuneration, Lo the amount of 
somo hundreds of (he working classes. ‘Thus was 
thig ruinous passion doubly injurious to the comntry, 
and ils solfish gratification the greuest blot on tho 
character of the rulers of Siudhy for thongh their 
right has bean acknowledged as undisputed, it ia ine 
possille to dofeul such poliey on any other priv 
ciplo. 

The covime of the Sindhian Amirs differed 
only from that of the Biltichis, and others of their 
subjects, in tho costlincsy of its materiads; and on 
ordinary ocensions ib was as plain as that of theiv 
retainers: its deseriplion is well given by an old 
walter, “a compotud, like their character, of 
foreign habits, jackets and caps, meseemly imite- 
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tions of Tudia and Persia, drawers shaped ko 
those of Uhe Turks, and of monstrous magnitude, 
Tho whole yvaluc and most distinguishing feature 
in a Sindhian chiefs dress consists, first, in ¢ltg 
richness of the Litngh{, Caslners shawl, o other 
stuff, bound vomud the waist; mul, secondly, in the 
matorinls composing the cup, whieh, with the 
Amirs, was ustully of Giatit Konkanb, deeply 
brocaded with gold or gilver tissue; und thivdly, 
in the sword and sword-helt.: theyo were inva. 
viably highly mounted in gold, aud of immense 
value, the shields being alao richly bossed of the 
samo precious melal, ‘The Amirw did uot use ony 
other ornaments, and, except the luyo signot rings 
commonly worn by Mahommedans, were nol adomed 
by any jowollery. As wlecting to he a iuilitary peo. 
ple, the arms were tho principal objects of personal 
ornament. The cold season induced an addition to 
the costume in the shape of thiekly-walded silk sur. 
coats, always of very gaudy colours, ar brond cloth 
jackols vichly embroidered. Duringe the pursuit 
of gamo the whito flowing robes and startling 
coloured caps were exchanged for dark — green 
dresses, (he more efeetually to ussimilie with the 
jungle. In travelling, the high Tartan boots of 
kotah-pacha skin wore always adopted after the 
Persian fashion, 

‘The economy of time with the Sindhinn princes 
was nol a very important affair: from the carly 
dawn (ab which tine, in tle ust, the world is 
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more alive thin at any other during the day), 
antil “chasht,” or whab would correspond with 
our breakfast, was clevoted to such business ‘of the 
athte as was transacted privately, receiving and 
dictating answers lo petitions, reports of fnance, 
and correspondenee, The sullry portion of tha 
day was passed in the inner apartments, at lenst 
three or fone hours beng consmmed in sleep: at 
sunset, afler the evening prayer, each Amir held a 
public durhar, which, as a inatter of ceremony, 
was attended by all the officers of state, chiets, and 
retainers, present at the court; this being also the 
opportunity for publicly paying vespeet to the 
Amirs, preferring requests, and making verbal 
yeports on auy matters, public or personal. The 
durbar generally Deoke wp about seven or eight 
delock, when the princes ngain retired, or on some 
occasions passed the evening in listening to slory- 
tellers, poota, or Nawleh women, — Exercise was 
never (ken as te matter of henldilul enjoyment, 
and except fa! the Shikurgah, ov to pay a ziarut 
to the tombs of srinted worthies, or their own 
ancestors, Lhe Atmirs never left their fort: they 
wore ab all times very accessible; and complaints 
wore reudily inquived into, and redressed, thongh 
thoy neglected the essential part ofa ruler’s duty, 
in inquiring personally into grievances, snd visit- 
ing their (ervitories, with a view to encourage their 
prospevily. 

Though particularly strict in their religious ob- 
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servances, following Ute Shiuh heresy, they were 
very ignorant of the faith they professed, and thely 
Inowledge of the Prophet's recorded precepts only 
oxtended to the repetition of a flow well-known goh 
tences, or yids, ay Choy avo entled s all beyond the 
mere forms of religion, whielt were inmost sernpu 
lously attended to, was left Co the eave of thelr 
Mirids or pastors, the prinetpal of whom ab lly: 
dorabad was Iida Mahuydfn, fron Cabul, whose 
landed possessions and wealth in the country were 
equal toe Bilichi chieftuiws, with 5000 followers at 
his command, Mach Amir had his conloasor of this 
sort, whose duties were very light, Uhough his re 
muneration wes commenstaato with Uhe great in 
fluence obtained + thongh bigoted and intolerant, 
the perseeutions which distinguished the carly Tal 
pts, and which drove large bodies of TMindts to 
quit the commlry, were latterly very tuiconmon in 
Sindh, though jgnoranea led to the beliet that a 
conversion, whether foreed and al mere form, or 
othanwise, was noceptuble sand thas if an tmforte 
nate Soucar should have ineneved tho displeusure of 
the chiefs, and be induced to nppen at court to 
answer his delinquencies, the chances were greatly 
in favonr of his having to pay lingely for exemp- 
tions from violence dictated by intolerance, 

Tho late Tulpriy Ainivs were not without a fair 
share of vanity; and the founders of their house 
omployed a poet to record their priixes in“ mndying 
‘vorse,” in imitation of the grout Persian work, the 
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«Shah Nameh,” ov “ tlistory of Kings,” by Fer. 
dousi, This in Sindh, however, was styled the 
«Putteh Nameh,” ov account of vielovies; and in it 
the most fulsome panegyvics were lavished on the 
fost Talpriv leaders, with a proportionate amount of 
abuse aud depreciation of those of the Kaloras. 
Latterly this weakness beewne much less prominent, 
though no oue might hope to rise ab the Sindhian 
court, or ab my other, without ouploying a large 
shave of flattery. ‘The titles granted the Amirs of 
Sindh as independent prinees, tn official correpond- 
ence and slale docmmnents, wore the same as those 
employed to (he highest rank in Ludia, but the or- 
dinary modo of anlutiution i common intercourse 
was the plain Sindhian tom “ Sahin ;” which 
stands for the “Sahib,” or “ gentleman” of Lndia, 
and which is employed by ull classes of the country 
asa term of common courtesy, 

The individual members composing tho Jate 
& Amivs of Sindh,” wad ruling ab the Hyderabad 
Courl, were thus, j in the order of theiv seniority :— 
Nasiy Klin (to sons) 5 his nephews, Shahddd han 
and Elussein Alf Khan; his cousins, Mir Maho» 
med Khan aud Mir Sobhdar (two sons): at Khyr- 
piv, Mir Rustin Khan (oight sons and eight 
grandsons) 3 his nephew, Nasir Khan (aud his four 
brothers sons of Mir Mubarick) ; Alli Mvaad Jhan 
and Chelan Khaut ab Mirpiiy, Shir Mahomed 
Khan—-all of the Tulptir tribe of Bilichis, 

A general review of the characters of those ehiels 
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collectively leads to the conclusion, tat to semis 
barbarism and its attendant evily of ignormes and 
arrogance moay be attriluted the iuinspring of 
most of those errors of which they live Deen ag 
cused, but whieh have always existed in the same 
stage and state of society, Thus the possession of 
a fine and wonderfully capable country, whose 
capacities world havo been developed by more 
civilised rulers, was looked pon hy these only ag 
a solfish means of personal gratifiention, and its 
advantages sucrifieed necordingly. Mean and avo 
ricious, the accunnuation of wealth at the oxpense 
of their possessions by excessive: Cisatiou ou skill 
and industry, were the vital fills of mixgovern- 
mont, proving wh the suue time how prossly ignos 
rant and short-sighted n system they pursued. As 
foudatory chiels of a conqneved country, they were 
bound to acknowledge the extensive elahua of thelr 
ignorant and wild feudatorios, and these knew no 
form of goverment, wd cared for hone other than 
that which provided for their own hamerdiate vights 
and interests. The sole end and ain therefore of the 
Sindhi Amirs was to horde up riches, conciliate 
their vetniners, aud enjoy themselves after thele 
own fashion, looking upon, all mnetiorating and 
hnproving systems as interferences: agniust which 
thay were bound to phice the most decided bar. 
vievs. “Though hy no means ered -— fox Chey were 
singularly freo from this common view of abso 
Jute rulers — they were necessarily arbitrary and 
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despotic to the mass of their subjects, as evinced. in 
the condition of the Intter, which was debased and 
degraded under tho system of government pursued, 
Unambitions of conquest and of foreign alliances, 
they looked merely to pass ay independent princes, 
uneated for by other states, and as much as pos- 
gible unknown. The individual inevits of these 
chiefs apart from their finlis, which were those 
of circumstances, consisted in the exercise of the 
domestic virtues, which are always so conspicuous 
in the Kast, and in the rmder though not less 
pleasing qualities of hospitality, urbanity, and gra 
titude for fivours conferred, Of the few distin- 
guished British officers who have had im oppor- 
tunity of boing closely connected in the course of 
official and friendly intercourse, a favourable im- 
pression was invarinhly produced; and though our 
fives visits to theiv courts induced feelings of 
contempt for their want of candour and shallow 
avtificas to concent their childish suspicion of ony 
purposes, these feelings were sueeceded in- after 
yours hy moro genorons sentiments, the result of 
a liberal view of their position and its attendant 
consequences, dndging thorelore of the Amirs of 
Sindh, whether ay rulers or individuals, let ns not, 
as members of a highly enlightened and civilised 
nation, be too ready to condemn, but making due 
alowanco for the never-failing consequences of a 
rade and uueivilised state of society, tempor our 
vordiel with Hberality, md accord that considers: 
Qf 
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dion which, from our many advantages, we are go 
well able to afford. 

Tho Talptirs heconing possessed, ou their accession 
to government, of the neeumuluted weulth of thelp 
predecessors (the Kaloras were always esteemed 
vich, and hounding large veyounes, av they have 
ever since done, for their dishurmsements were very 
inconsiderable), mush have acquired an immense 
treasury, particularly the Hyderbud funily, The 
Khyrpiir branch wero evidently tur from prosper. 
ons. ‘The citadel at Hyderabad wad the gonerlly 
acknowledged depository of the wealth of the Tal 
pis, the fort of Omarkdl in the desert heing an 
ployed for the sume purpose by the Kulovas. 
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GUAD. XI, 


Sindhian Form of Government, — Woudal System and dahgirs 
to Military ‘Tribes, — -Payangnt of Troops in the Field, —Tnams 
and Juhgits to Pirs, Soynda, and others, — Land Revonue 
System of Sindh, — Zamindars, — Jumma or Land Reut, — 
Value of Menus of Inigation neglected. — Duties on ‘Trade, 
— Town Duties. — Tases under various Hoads, — Farming 
Revenne on Conteneta, —- Kardare and Servants of Districts. 
— Number and Names of Districts, — Police, — Adminis- 
(ration of Suslicn, —— Dislike of Amira to Capital Panish- 
ments, —- Mutilation, -— Amount of Sindhian Rovenne,— 
Various Hatinates, — Toarded Wenlth of Amina, —~ General 
Roview of Government of Sindh, 


Tre Sindhian form of government may be dosertbed. 
asa puroly iilitary despotism to the country at 
large on feudal principles, the Amis being the 
honds of (ho whole system as lords of the soil; 
cach Biltieht ‘or military chieftain holding julpirs 
or grauty of lands, aud being hound to render 
fenlty and serviee for the sane, in furnishing his 
quota of troops (o the stite on oconsions of necessity. 
Tn this way « gront proportion of the country was 
peveelled ont, and the dahgirdurs had therefore 
immediate fiterests in the support of the goverm- 
ment, nob to be separated from those of the Amirs 
thomselves + under such w form of administration 
the military foudutovies occupied the first place, all 
Q4 
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other clussesof subjects being held tw secondary and 
subordinate consideration. ‘The Amiys, hough the 
acknowledged suseraies, could exercise Little power 
apart from the sunetion and concurrence of thel: 
brothor chicftains; and the interests of these letter 
being immedintely concerned, they could at any 
time teke the direetion of alfiirs in their own hands, 
and drive the Sindhimt prinees fo peace or way, as 
they considered advisable for theiy own ohjevts, 
The Talptivs, moreover, eins couquerors of tho 
soil, and as ustiepers over a snered stock whose 
memory was highly chevished by all classes of 
Mahommedans, wore bound to rigidly protest the 
rights of those hy whose sole wid they lind ab first 
attained, and subsequently maintained their position; 
had they uegleeted to do so their vule would haye 
been soon ab an end: wid this these chtety were to 
a degree cloctive, for itis obvious Hit apart from 
their foudatories, they possessed in reality no power 
whatsoever, and were dependent on theiy concurs 
rence eve they could mudertake diy measures 
whieh with other govermments would he dena 
minated as those affecting the prblie wenl, or as 
© stato afains,” 

The chieftains held the tmiedinte control and 
influence over their vetuiners, whom they fed and 
maintained, md who obeyed Utem alone, respect 
heing constantly shown by the former to the Amira, 
as feudnl hoads, in the appearance of their feu 
dlatories at court, as a matter of etiqnolts or by 
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immediate attendance when sammoned. Conten- 
plating the wholo system in Sindh, it was strikingly 
similar to that of the ancient feudal government of 
dur own early period of history, and not much more 
barbarous in its plan and effects. ‘Improvement or 
ancliovution can have uo place in such a govern. 
mont: the leading policy is to trent all other nations 
with jenlousy aid suspicion us likely to interfere 
with the selfish and exclusive order of things, ex. 
orbitané exactions and oppressions on all classes 
but their own, distingnished the Biliehi fiction; 
there was no feeling of unanimity between them and 
the mass of tho people, the conquerors and tho ¢on- 
quored, ‘Trade and manufieclure languished, end 
the comtry with its great capabilities was sacrificed 
to misgovermnent, Such must inevitably be the 
result of the selfish policy pursned, and a Curther 
consequences was tub apathetic indifference in. the 
people to which we have before alluded, 

On ocensions of the Amirs eulling together their 
forces, they wero hound to support them whilst in 
the field; cach Amir measured his strength accord. 
ing to the extent of his feudatories, and all formed 
together a conunon bond to resist & common cneny. 
Tho pay of a foot soldier under such circumstances 
was about eqrual to three pence English per day, 
and thit of a horsemmn about double that stm, 
grain beiug allowed, though at a very reduced rate 
to that in the mavckeés the number of the whole 
military assembly of Sindh was held to be about 
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titty thousund fighting men, A hody guard, op 
force of household troops, wos always in atdondanes 
on the Amirs, of considerable strength, amd pe. 
ceived food in Tien of regular wares whilst on duty 
a6 tho cnpital—a system adopted in the Kast 
genevally.  aving to maintain their fovees whilst 
in the field offered. salutury cheek on the Arnivg, 
and constantly prevented their tying internal dig. 
putes by appeals to arma; the expense attendant 
on demonstrations of this sort was, with princes go 
decidedly averse to purt with Weir treastre, an con. 
stang drawback to these demonstrations, — ‘The 
Bihichis, having to collect at the eapital trom the 
inost distant parts of the combtry, were only there 
maintained at groné cost, and if ag been seen that 
on oceasions alone of the most tminent danger to 
the stete from a foreign power did) the Amirs. 
exercise their right to put (orth the anilitary 
strength of the country; and, even then, tb is 
questionable if their opinions were not secondary, 
on at lenst, were solely consulteel iy the mutton 
The constant petty feuds hetween the military 
tribes in Siudh, as holween tho Airs themselves, aa 
constantly enlled for the interposition of the lutte; 
and though no one Aimir contd jutertive in the 
disputes or wlnins of the feruatorios or subjects of 
anothor, eral was hound to resteuin his own people, 
to preserve pence ; and was held vexpousihle for all 
injuries inflicted on his neighhou's poxsussions by 
the violonee or rapucity of his followers, — The 
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appeal to the Aimirs was acknowledged by all 
foudatories respectively, md their judgment held 
ag final, Tn so wild and intractable a community, 
ffom the vulers downwards, it may readily be 
imagined that order was with diMculty preserved ; 
yet, notwithstanding the appurent discord and 
faction of the Sindhian govermnent, a bond of 
unity, as before observed, did in veality exist, and 
the fendal system was strong to suppress internal 
broils, and only wenk to resist a forcign enemy, in 
tho rude and inefticient fovee hrought into the field 
as compared. with organised annies,  Thongh a 
militury government aud a military country, Sindh 
ig totally deficiont tn fortified places: strong na- 
tural positions for defence have been disregarded, 
as, in holding such, tho fertile plains would be 
exposed, One of the Sindhian plans has heen, tn 
cases of Hrmninont danger, to lny waste the country 
and abandon it for the desort, leaving it in its 
ruined state ab the merey of the invader, ‘The 
subordinate feudatory retainers of each chief were 
registered hy tribes, aud could bring grievances to 
the notiee of the durbnre for redress. ‘ 

Beyond the feudatory grunts of land to chieftains 
for military service, there were various others 
guaranteed to old) servants, or those who had 
rendered themselves valuable to the funily in 
times of dificnkty and the revolutions which gave 
the power to the Telptirs, and also those to Pies, 
Seyuds, and other haly mon, whieh latter, as 
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ina, ov free gilts, occupied m very considerably 
proportion of these partitions of tereldory. Ty 
return for these and simile peaconble inuniunitics, 
it was only necessary Uhat the holders should 
periodically make theie nppeammes wh core and 
acknowledge their sovereign af the soil, by placing 
the sunnuds, ov deuds of grant, in ue lands of 
the Amira, who confirmed them by retiuning: the 
papers to the possessor, or withholding them, as 
the case might be: this lutlery was seldom done, 
except under strongly justifiable causes, such as 
misconduct, encronchment, or some such motives, 
On the death of the origin gemitor, Is suecessor 
called in the szands, und Chey wera nob valid 
unless confirmed by him. tum and jahgiv difter 
in this;— that one is a free, irvecluimable pitt, 
whilst the other implies a tenure for certain ser 
vices or acknowledgments to be performed, 

ATL territory beyond tho juhgivs und name yiold- 
ing land yevennes, and all xonrees of rovenne 
dorived from tarifty, tolls, taxes, dition on trade ov 
productions of the soil, river, &e., were the proporty 
of the Ainirs, apportioned to euch aecarding to 
seniority, and in the shaves originally hequeathed 
to their stocessors by the formers of (he Talpie 


i 
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dynasty: these were considered to he absolutely . 


necessary to support the royal state and dignity, 
and the Biltich chieftains never tuterfered in their 
fiscal managment op raised any question respecting 
them; they wore, indeed, looked npon as the 
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private property of the Amirs, and as such their 
jnalionahle viel. 

The land revere system of Sindh was rather a 
complicnted alluir in detail, though simple on the 
whole, ‘The leading feature was that of the Zmin- 
davi, or fuming plan, mder which an individual 
wishing lo culivate a certain extent of soil ob- 
taincd from the Amirs a puttah, or agreement, 
specilying the term for a defined period, on which 
he undertook to til it. The royal share of produce 
(for the grenter proportion of vevenne of this sort 
was collected in kind) was cither one third, two 
fifths, or one fifth, aecording to the character of 
the land cultivated: thns land was distinguished 
undor three heads ; the first lying in such situations 
rolatively to (he means of ivtigntion from the river, 
that it required few avtifteinl means to tandate it; 
the secoud being at a distance fom the river, 
requiring emus amd the walerewheel to irrigate ; 
and the third waste land, requiring: lo be elewnsed 
of jungle or other obstructions (o fertility, the 
lowest possible share of produce being assigned to 
such, with the view of bringing ib under tho 
plough, Tndependeut af the share of grain pro- 
duce, there were additional taxes on the water- 
wheel, regulated by its being used with one or tavo 
bullocks, or by hand, as elsot a capitation tx on 
individual cullivntors, with other minor and in- 
tricnte iLems not necessary to he specified. Tlaving 
obtained a puftah, ov agreement of terms, which 
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otly Insted for the yews or tvo harvests (spring 
and autimanl), the Zemindar wits at liberty to lot 
any portion of the lind he proposed: to cultivate to 
other parties under hin; hut he wns always held 
individually vesponsible for Che revenue of the 
whole, On the craps being gathered in, a gover. 
moul officer altendel to estimate thelr imnoung, ’ 
and to take the government share from the khir 
man, oF general heap, previons lo whiel it was not 
to be touched under heavy penalties.” Nhe grain 
thus collected was sold on the spot or Ceansterred 
to the royal gemurios, and rentiged for puyment 
into the stato treasury, the price heli at the 
arbitrary will of the stite, though poliey oftener 
dictated that a tai marketuhle vale should be de 
manded, Crain, from its comparuive seureity, 
realised ev higher price in Lower duit in Upper 
Sindh, particularly the Khuvif evops: Haas it was 
generally transmitted to the eapilal in boats for a 
very low rate of remuneration to the owoors, and 
too frequently uone ab all "This xyRlem of eulti 
vating the soil in Sindh appeared to ho fair and 
advinitageous to all partion 5 Chit iy, to the Zande 
dar und the revenues ab Teast the former generally 
evinced a thriving condition, aud the Tntter was 
sutistied. ‘The lower class of workpeople were, it ts 
trie, only subsixted; dub tn the [ast this’ is the 
limit of their wants and wishes, nud in Sindh the 
mass of the agricultural people lntewing no com- 
parative superiority of condition, did aot estimate 
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it lowly, though, es compared with the ryut or com- 
mon sithject of ouv Ladian ov neighbouring Eastern 
territories, it was so ;—evinced in the Possession 
By tho Sindbinn of the means of existence only, and 
the simplest form of shed to shield him from the 
aveather; beyond these none of the comforts af life 
for hhnself or Lunily which are elsewhere observable, 
The Zamindar in dindh pays his workpeople of 
every kind, even to tho avtizan who repairs his 
implements, in grain during the whole time they 
ave employed, and, ab the winding up of his 
accounts with the goverment ollicer, affixes his 
signature or seal to the records as a proof that he 
is ancttafied, und to prevent aftor-disputes. Renewal 
of his agreement was allowed by the Kardar, or 
deputy of the Amirs, prosiding over the district, 
Another system of cultivating consisted in pay- 
ments in cash of w certain sum of garth Cwhich in 
Sindh comprises a space of land about 150 feet 
square) Ws rent of nul to he employed, the amount 
varying as in ? the Zmnindart according to the produe- 
tive property of the soil, ov value of crops (opimn 
and indigo paid us high as 20 and 80 rupees per 
bign), generally Crom 6 to 12 rupees (12s, to 24s.) 
per jurib; and as an inducoment to place waste ov 
dvy Inud under cultivation a very low rate was al- 
lowed for the first year, 1 rupee per jurib (or 2s.), 
and inereased gradually in. proportion to the in- 
areased prodautiveuers, Productions of the soil not 
being grains were generally cultivated after this 
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method, which iy known as Juma ov lund ron, og 
also spring craps raised hy trrigution Crom wells, a 
certain rule being charged for the use of these, 
varying wilh (heir supply af water, whether the 
well wore Lemporary or permanent. — Tn eases of 
unfofeseen causes iiiluencing ndimiiuation of crops, 
the rent’ Ubus agreed upon was Table to certain ro 
duction, though only on strong: recommendation 
to that effect fram the revenue aflicers, The whole 
plan of cultivation between the frecholder and 
tenant (for so it may be termed) in Sindh appears 
to have been milder anid move eqtitable thin aight 
have been expeeted under ain absohite fom of 
govormment: axeanty poprlation and the compara 
tively small proportion of soil yielding revenue, 
deducting grunts anid gmne preserves, cietnted that 
this principal anc most daportant sontree of wealth 
tothe Ainits should he fostered as uutelons possible, 
and though miagovermnent and geeping views 
oceasionally induced! them to nets of avyverily with 
thor Zamindms aud touts, the Aniirs were met 
with such combined opposition, partienlarly by (he 
former; thet their own interests suffoved, mud they 
were thas compelled to ndhere fo established rules, 
Ti was only wider the short-sighted syatens of fam: 
ing or contracting for hud revere in the bulk to 
bo herenlter desovihed, that oppression was genes 
tally conmitted, md Chen it unfortunately (oll upon 
the lowest of (he labouring: classes, 

Gardens wd datestreos formed another source of 
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land revenve, avi were generally farmed ont for 
the season, at a cortain fixed rate, or Jeb ut a certain 
sam annnally: these pail in many parts of Sindh 
vory high from their productive value, particularly 
if situated in the vicinity of the river; when noar 
towns of any size or importance they were in- 
eluded in their fiscal arrangemenis, 

_ The extensive canals and water-courses conyey- 
ing the fortilising waters of the Indus over the 
whole country, distinguished the divisions of Sindh, 
and gave titles to its land vovenue collections, 1f 
tho Amivs kept those clear (which they seldom 
did), thoy charged a covtnin additional rate on the 
cultivator using thom, but if, as was gonerally the 
case, the Zunindar or cultivator did the work, he 
obtained a certain allowance in reduction for tho 
sone in sebuling his amunl accounts, ‘Tho means 
afforded by these outlets Lo the Indus for increasing 
the fortility wad therefore the vevennes of tho 
Amirs of {Sindh wero unlinited, yet inconsistently 
cnongh with“ rnlors ao avuricious, such resourees 
were complotely neglected all over the country, 
occasionally only a forcihle conscription of the 
Milani tribe being made to clear them; but as 
neithor pay nor food were for any longth of time 
afforded to these poor people, they invariably do- 
sorted, and little or nothing was done. The price 
of such Inhour ix wonderfully cheap in Sindh, a 
pond of flowy or about twvo-ponee por day being 
the rate allowed; and the vigonr and endurance of 
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the Mfanis at this kind of wouk, at which they arg 
very expert, exceads tht of any other class of 
labourers in Indians their method of canal clenning 
has Deon before deseribedt. ‘The Sindhiun methott 
of government was cerhtinly a strange anomaly 
as woll in its fiseul as other branches, bub in both 
the errors are to be traced lo limited views. The 
ruling vice of avarice, so prominent, yeb dafented 
ils own objects 3 and the chieh, vefising (o be tiny’ 
suncted by those exumples whieh neighbouring and 
less highly favoured counteles nilorded, allowed 
every thing in Sindh to become singnant or to 
volrograde, andl it seomed ti if ifs possessors wera 
determined to be Dlinded agniust any and all of 
the advantages they possessed, 

A striking instance fn proof! of this was aflorded 
in che vieinity of the large and important city of 
Shikarptiy, whose neighbouring lands wero mainly 
dopendent for fortility on a Taye ean called tho 
Sindh (in allusion to ils size), yeh Jor aumy yerrs 
this Qnetifying medion no less impotent also for 
commorelal purposes, as affording constiunt water 
carriage to this coumoreial anid popdous ety, wag 
#0 completely neglected, Cuba Tong tt it-was nowy 
choked up ab its month snc Tavdly capulile of con- 
fnining ab the highest pout of imadation of the 
river sufticiont water for Uhrea or four months of 
the year, hoata being nenrly excluded except of 
vory small dranght. On the proposed transtor of 
the eity aud adjoining Jauds to the British govern 
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mont in commutation of a corlain amomnt of ensh 
tribute from tho Amirs, it was deemed politic for 
tho general improvement of tho districts, to clean. 
this canal as well as another nearly as large, and 
in tho corsa of sixty days undér the superin- 
tondonce of a British engineer officer aud with 
about tivo thottsand imen, this was done for a dis- 
tance of newly forty miles, so Unat for nine months 
in the year it was applicable to all purposes of Ler- 
tility and even navigation! and tho increase of 
revenno was calculated by the Aiirs’ own officers 
to amount in one year to three times the sim ex- 
pended. ‘This is merely quoted as ono of the 
many inalences which might bo adduced af de 
plorable apathy, tho result of the inactive govern- 
ment of Sindh, As a proof of the Amizs’ cunning 
or jealousy, however, ib should be added that seeing 
the improvement our energy had occasioned they 
evaded the bargain of transfor of (he disteiet al- 
luded to. ‘The duhgirders and other possessors of 
lon know thd valto of their emals and wator- 
courses Loo well not to spond both time and money 
ontholy improvement, end in such districts theso 
outlets from the viver were always kepé in excel- 
lont order, The river Indus deposits so much soil 
that it was ulways necessary to clear a channel of 
this sort after overy season of inundation. 

The other sources of revemte in Sindh consisted 
in those dovived from trade or manufactures, town 
or transit dutics, others of the sune kind under a 
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variety of minor heals, mid like (he Tand revenues 
vory compliented in detail; hut they will be sum. 
ciently explained by a goneral description of tho 
whole, thus: —the port of Karachi levied 6 por 
cont. ad valorem on all goods imported, and ah 
per cent, on allexporterl, an additional 8 rinpeos por 
cont, being also charged before quitting the town; 
without communicating the items it will be gw. 
cient to mention that a camel-lond of morehandize, 
such as English manufactured pices goods, for in. 
stance, would pay, including transié cuties from 
tho time of their lending in Sindh until they 
reached the northern extremity of the country by 
land route, the smm of 58 rupocs, or G4 16s. duty 
alone, not including the necessary charges for hire 
of camels, payment of cacort, nud others incidental 
to the journey, All tolls and tariffs hy the river 
vorite wore abolished by Inte treatios with the 
British government, with the view of opening a road 
‘to commores hy monns of (he abvenna; Tet on such 
goods landing wh any part of the Sindifian dominions, 
they were subject to the established duties of the 
eomutry. ‘Town duties cousisted in charges levied 
ut the gates of every city or village on articles of 
every kind, whether for food or eonsumption in any 
shape, on tha camel or beast of Durthen conveying 
such; all purchases and sales of every kind, even of 
grain and common articles of food ti the bazaars, 
word Hable to a duty called Puraat, or that of the 
scales, ‘Transit duties were those paid ab certain 
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points throughout the Sindhian territories on mer- 
chendize traversing them, and wore the heaviest of 
all imposts on trade, so much so that the merchants 
Whose transactions were extensive, obtained a cer- 
tain rato of exemption under especial grants to that 
affect, otherwise they could hardly have afforded to * 
continue their traffic. Liquors and intoxicating 
drugs were sold under licenses or state contracts: 
every loom paid a certain tax, as also every article 
manufactured, or produced by skill or labour, and 
a capitation tax was also levied on artizans and shop 
koopers of every description. ‘The fisherman was 
bound to yield one-third of the produce of his nets 
to the rulor, and cach bout employed on tho Indus 
paid a covtain sum. Choul, or one-fourth of all 
sums disputed between parties, and adjusted by the 
judicial officers of the Arnis, was another im- 
portant source of revenue, and also included the 
samo share of ull stolon property recovered through 
their exertions, ‘The hebter to veliove themselves 
from tho forfher of these burdens, the Hinds in- 
variably lad recourse as much as possible to arbi- 
tration; but as auch clecisions were not valid in 
law, being of course strictly discountenanced, they 
were after all livble to appeal, or to be revised as 
suited the juterests of parties. Without entoing 
furthor into cletnil i¢ will be sufficient to observe 
that, if wo except our own country, it would be 
dificult to find vn aimore general. system of taxation 
then that of Sindh; but with this disadvantage, 
r3 
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that such burdens wore there placed on those 
partioulas classes whose exemption from thon 
would have beon politic and advantageous to the 
state, and Dore heavy on the very quarters where 
prudence dictated they should be tho tehtests ab the 
“game time an avaricions mid rapacious despotism 
was capricious in its demands, andl rendered no 
account of injustice: if an unfortunate Mindy 
trader, for instance, wis known to have amassed 
more than usuel wealth, causes of complaing were 
readily found, and ho was certain lo be gently 
squeezed wntil he dixgorged it Yut us a proof 
that this class of people, who asetraders wero 
particularly subjected to tho vexations imposts 
generally, but on commerce pavuicularly, which 
distinguished Sindhian policy, ware yet either 
satisfied with the state of things, or, what is more 
accordant with probability, nanuged hy they ex. 
tromo cunning to eflect their objects despite ap 
parent insurmountuble obstacles, if is notortous 
that with Cow exceptions they still adhered to the 
country, and were decidedly as a body vich and 
flourishing, ‘Che clea profits on the Shiknrprir trado 
for goods transmitted by the Hind, Severs from 
Bombay, with the payment of every expanse, wore 
20 per conte: after all, therefore, tho rapacious 
systan, taking as an exmmple thet class of Sindhion 
suhjects who, of nll others, were particularly exposed 
to it, if Lested hy ity results was nol so blighting ag 
might have een expected, though ohyiously com 
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demnable and the just cause of reproach against 
the rulers of a country, who by adopting a more 
Hbeval policy would have added indefinitely to their 
own roventtes, and heve placed every class of thei 
subjects many stops higher in the scale of comfort 
and civilisution. 

Ansious to avoid the trouble of collecting revenue 
In detail, ancl to forestall its realisation, the greater 
portions were always farmed to Svardavs or con- 
tractors, as thoy wore termed, for a fixed sum, anda 
aystem of abuso aud injustice at once perpetuated, 
for such fimmors wore at the same time supported 
with sufficient authority to enable them to make 
good their coutracts to the Aiirs (and these wera 
never likely to wbate one iota of their bond) by any 
means 40 thay were fulfilled. Tho subjects there- 
fore had no appenl, for their judgo was at the samo 
time the defendant, and the Ainirs only granting 
these farms yearly, the firmer had no chance of 
supplying the deficiency of one season hy the 
surplus of andthor; and if he found he was likely to 
make but slonder profits, took his own mensures to 
make up his accounts, of course ab the expense of 
the country. Tend ag well as town and othor 
sources of Fovenue were inclided in these fiwms, 
and the wily Lindi, having the command of ready 
money, generally held them: having to deal with 
those who showed him no merey, and with whom 
his honds were of little value to save lin from op- 
pression, ancl were vertain to be rigidly enforced, he 
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took his measuyes accordingly, and. notwithstanding 
his constant plea of loss, poverty, and innbility to 
fulfil his engagements, never failed to secure hig 
profits at the expense of his employers, showing 
little mercy lo any parly. ‘Thisinothod of fwming 
the revenues of a country is ono of the most per 
nicions that can be pursued, and from it may bo 
dated many of the evils which were visible ia tho 
Sindhian revenue arrangements 5 it is diMcult to 
understand why the yderabad branch of the fi 
mily adopted it, for their abundant wealth vendered 
it uncalled for, and avarice therefore, which is 
always short-sighted, or the dixtist of servants, 
could alone have dictated it, for it was always the 
least profitable mode of collection, With the Khyr- 
pi branch (not including Mir Alf Mavad) there 
was said to be an abyolute necessity for forestalling 
or mortgaging the revenue to provide for curvont 
expenses of the durbar; the lands unc sources of 
revenue generally hero being comparatively small 
to tho great extent of juhgivs and bins to chicks 
and others, 

The Amirs, for the better protection of thelr ins 
teresis throughout the country, ud deputies or 
kardars over cach province or cistriel, and to cach 
was established a cortwin number of inferior ser- 
vants, munshis (writers), generally Mindtis ond 
others, whose duty it was to heep an necwvate nc 
count of the revenues where these were not farmed, 
and otherwise administer their affairs. Mach Amir 
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had his particular representative of this kind; and 
as a Lown was sometimes divided into six or seven 
shares, necording to the number of Amirs possessing 
it, a strange confusion of interests, municipal and 
fiscal, arose; bul as deference was paid to the 
sorvant of the senior Amir, or ho who possessed tho 
principal share in the place, disputes wore thus re 
solved, or, failing this, subjected to the judement of 
the durbur. ‘The police was also in the hands of 
theso officers, wid in Sindh was certainly on tho 
most limited scale, a dozen miserably-armed and 
mounted mon et tho largest towns constituling a 
liberal quota. ‘The system obtained, however, of the 
Kabilily of ench village or locality to the respons 
sibility of stolon property traced to it, and proved 
not to have gone beyond. This method of detecting 
stolon goods is adopted in many parts of India, and 
thongh simple is very eflicient: ib can only be pur 
sucd, howover, where the facully of tracing foot 
steps id brought to such perfection as in that 
country; if & robbery bo only mmouneed to the 
kotwal ov magistrate of a town within a moderate 
period after ils committal, it will invariably ho 
traced up, nnd responsibility rests with those who 
camot follow up the tracks beyond their own pre- 
cinets. 

The gates of all Lowns are closed in the [Mast soo 
aftoy sunseb; und as no travellers journey after 
nightfall unless in eases of extraordinary emergency, 
ov any class of inhabitants quit their abodes at that 
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period, suspicion attaches (o ull persons so seen, 
and they aro liable accordingly. A kotwal op 
petty magistrate occupies a prominent position. in 
places of any size or impovtnnce, nd he has charge 
of police, and holds a small court for the adminis. 
tration of smmmury punishment to offenders, ‘The 
Sindhians, including the Bilichis und inhabitants 
goncrally, are very export thieves, na many Lravellers 
through that country can testify, Dut they are 
equally expert in tracing robbery (o its conmiltters, 
On arrival at a town ov villugo, the steager may 
claim tho protection of a watelunan, and in such 
case, should he lose his property, the village is held 
responsible, but not otherwise; ouch, village ov 
place of smaller importinee iy provided with a head 
man who is the principal authority, wid looked up 
to by the inhabitants as such, 

Sindh was considered to be divided into forty- 
four districts for rovenue purposes, the principal of 
which wore in Lower Sindh—'Tactah, Chavhgam, 
Kukralla, Dhavajah, Studra, Taanwith (the term 
wah always implios a canal, and denotes a portion 
of country situated on one); east of the river, Stine 
dra, Shadadptv, Khyrpir, Gambat, Halla, Billi, 
Lohri; westward of the river, Sewistin (or Seluwun); 
Chandokah (by fir the most fertile and valuable 
of all the pergrmmahs —ib appears to neeord with 
that designated by Arian ay “ the verdant”), Mos 
ghulli, Ripwy Niche and Chopper, ‘There are vas 
vious others of minor or euual importance, hut thoy 
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need not be detailed: {to have ascertained the 
boundaries of the possession of each individual of 
the ‘Talptiv family, numboring in all about thirty 
land-holders, would have been a work of prent 
time and necurate inquiry. Disputes on boundary 
questions were of course of constant oceurrence in 
a system of, “rommum in regno," which was most 
intricate aud complicated. A recent traveller has 
graphically cleserfbed the method of settling claims 
to islands formed by the Indus by the floating of 
eavthon pols, deciding the right, according to the 
majority of pots (uking the eastern or western side 
of the islend, and thus proving the owne? of that 
bank of the river to be that of the island. algo. 

The achninistration of justice except capital 
offences was in the hands of the kardars, and the 
law founded on the Koran and expounded by 
Miftis ov learned doctors was that administered. Ib 
is lo be feared the stream of justico being impure 
at is sonvee did not flow very clear in Sindh, the 
kardars bein too often ignorant and prejudiced 
mon, and with w bare pittuncs in the shape of 
stlary were necessiily venal and corrupt Tho 
Amira were decidedly averse to extreme punish- 
ments; and tho most notorious culprit: seldom sul- 
fered beyond inudilation, chopping off the left, hand, 
or cutting off cavs and noses: oven this to holy 
charactors was by mistaken morey changed to 
imprisonment for lite; and a eurions though shoclk- 
ing inslauce of this was to be seen ab Tattah in the 
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shape of an unfortimate wretch confined in a 
svoaien cage for nearly twenty years until he had 
become quite brutal and iuscnsible, ‘Che ‘Calptins 
wore cortuinly {voc from the charge of ernelly ; ana 
in this they deserve great credit, considering thety 
uneivilised position and absolute power over the 
lives of thoir subjects, Beyond the consideration 
shown to those whom they looked upon as snored 
characters, they were always prone lo evines the 
same to Bilichis, the most predatory and vestless 
of their subjects: a feeling of clanship was probably 
tho actuating motive here, though they did not 
hesitate to mutilate or otherwise punish to tho ex. 
treme allowed. ‘The policy of sueli a system. was of 
course more then questionable; wand ib is only 
astonishing, considering the vory lux state of the 
law, absence of police, and inistulen clemency of 
the rulers, that crime was comparatively so little 
rifo in Sindh; yet such was tho cases and taking the 
extent of territory genorally, it was notorious that 
the security for life and property waa generally 
very proat; cvory man, it is Gate, was his own 
dofender, ahyaya avined and always in position to 
resist violence, In portions of the country coming 
within the range of nusettled and complotely pre- 
datory tribes, the inhahitmals of Sindh were ex 
posed to constant forays, and the want of pro: 
tection was severely felt, bub this was confined to 
localities, and not genoral. ‘Che Amirs held courts 
of justice ab the capital, and appeals against the 
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decisions of inferior officors were hore allowed ; 
put it is to he feared that such judgments were 
much guided by corruption, for where avarice was 
concemed all considevations of justice became sub- 
sorvient, and it was gonornlly considered that both 
plaintiff and defendant paid highly cre they could 
obtain a heaving, and still higher for a verdict. It 
should he recorded that Mir Ghillam Alli Talpiy 
was noted for hig mudevinling love of justice and 
its pure administration ; but he was a solitary in- 
stance in his family before or since. 

Tho mnount of Sindhien revenue from: every 
gourco has been variously estimated at various 
periods; thus, on the accession of the Talptrs at 
the commencement of the prosent century, they 
wero considered to wnonnt to a surplus of forty 
tncs (400,000/) wmmally; in 1809 they wore said 
to be nearly forty-three lacs (480,0002.) ; in 1814 
sixty-one Ines (60,0002); in 1824 something un- 
der fifty lacs (500,0002) 5 and Inbtterly decvensing 
again to abott thirty-five Ines (850,0002), for all 
the bratiches of the funily, But all these are move 
approxinations ta the veal value of the Sindhinn 
exchequer, for wo have never had an opportunity 
of acaturately testing Uio exact amount of tho 
whole revenue derived by the Telpta funnily in- 
dividually wid collectively for their possessions, 
They were on all occasions exceedingly jewlous of 
such inquiries, and it waa not ow policy to mako 
them, as caleulated to lead to distrust and a amis. 
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interpretation of our objects: judging, however, 
from those portions of ferrifory whore cireun. 
stances rendered it necessary for us to obtain ae. 
curate estimates pending ueyotintions for wansfot 
of territory, tb would apper that Che total Up to 
tho Jatest dula may be taken as fully estimated at 
thelast-mentioned stn of thirty-five Ines (850,0004,) 
said to be divided thus: to the Hyderabad Aiming 
under thirty lacs (Mir Nasi Khan nine lacs, My 
Mahomed Khan six lacs, Sobhday sive Ines, and the 
two sons of Mir Mahomed about eight Ines betiveon 
thom), and tho balance belween the Aimies of 
Khyrptiv, Diji, and Mirpiivs bub Chese ave still only 
very rough calculations, ‘The Hyderabad tumily 
paid three Ines, ov 30,0004 amimually to the British 
government, & light tribute considering the ad 
vantages scoured, ‘Tho Tulpris, however, wero 
always considered to be oxecedingly rich, partion. 
larly the head of the funily, Mir Nasiv Khan. Mix 
Tattch AMC divided wt his oath in ROT nenely 
thivly-five lacs between his three suflyiving Ino. 
thors, and the charge of “diligent rapneity and 
inflexible economy,” which nt that early period was 
made against them, has eortainly nog been since 
removed, The tribute to the Cabiil throne has 
heen paid to the amount only of a very siuall pro- 
portion of ils veal value by a conmnitation of 
twenty-one Ines in 1889, mel a velease from all 
further charge hereafter; and ay the expenses of 
their household are but very trifling, the fiunily 
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gonovally mist have amassed and hoarded great 
wenlip. The citadel at Tydernbud was consi- 
dered to contain large treasures in supersession 
of Omarkdt, and the chicly were even accused of 
burying their jewels and valuables in tho deserts 
aud other wifraquented parts of their dominions. 
Hach Amir held his shave of revenue as distinct 
property, amd the only general Lreasury was that 
to which all contributed for the support of missions 
to foreign courts, and the expenses of presents 
which were mado periodically to the Punjaub and 
Bhawulptiy princes. ‘Tho meammess of the Sindhian 
durbar was slvongly exemplified in these, and de- 
putations often waited at their courts like creditors 
for many months, until by importunity they sne- 
eceded in getting an equivalent in value to thoso 
they had brought. 

The whole system of government and revente 
arrangements of Sindh were evidently as defective 
as mighb have been expeated in sul a situation, 
and, if not oppressive to the majority of the subjects, 
ab lens dinmetvicully opposed to iinprovement, 
being indeed based upon principles of exclusive, 
avaricious, and short-sighted policy, The Amira 
had only in view the accumulation of wealth, the 
enjoymont of their own sources of gratification, and 
the concilinting w layge military and foudal esteblish- 
mart, who held the actual power over the chicfs as 
well as the whole country completely’ in their 
hands did they ab any time wish to exorcise it: tha 
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charges politically of * temporary and supericial, ? 
however, which have been made aguinat this, our. 
onsly divided combination, if wo may use the terms, 
were in veality unfounded; and, as before explained, 
there is reason to bolieve that if the Sindh Ainies 
could have persevered in their policy of rejecting all 
forcign alliances, they could have perpotuated thelr 
form and system of rulo with all its errors to an 
indefinite period. As applied to the development 
of the resources of a fine country, the improvement 
of its commerce, and general anelioration of its 
inhabitants, the military despotism of Sindh, like 
thal of other Asiatic countries where it generally 
obtains, was vadicnlly inimical: trade Loboured 
under sevore burdens, which crippled. aud. confined 
it in extent, and placed ib in the hands of o few; 
instead of making il expansive, as in a country so 
situated ib was capable of becoming, lnbour gud 
ingenuity wore so taxed that they languished md 
became rave, though the natives were fnelined 
naturally to activity, and wore in no (bere wanting 
in talents and eapubility. Tho munufretures of 
Sindh wore, until the beginning of the prosent 
contury, peculiny to the country, and justly os. 
timated: their decline has not, as in other parts 
of Tadia, been the result so much of the vapid and go- 
neral introduction of Muropenn articles ata cheaper 
rate, and, therefore, thei universal adoption, "but 
rather tho consequence of grasping policy, secking 
in every department to enrich the ruler at the 
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expense of the country, ‘The soil, instead of being 
mado bo yield the inerense of which it is so highly 
capable, was, exeopl the small proportion allowed hy 
the chiefs for their own revenue purposes, wasted or 
applicd to barbarous uses of hurhouring game; and 
whore cullivution was curried on it had not the 
decided encourngemont which it merited. Of the 
people, the Biltichi military tuthes, or those partak- 
ing in a system which secured them such decided 
advantages, were of course highly satisfied, and 
enjoyed the full benefit of w policy in which they 
were 80 immediately interested 5 Dut their condi- 
tion was (hat of perfeet barbarisin and bigoted 
ignoranes, ‘Tho other classes of iilabitants being 
sunk in wv slut of degraded aputhy, wore not 
capable of estimating any other objects than those 
of a mero animal existence, and, Uough uot treased 
with actual eruclly ov (yranny, were yeb the sul 
fevers of wacllish despotisin acting on their condition, 
though they know not how, As compured to other 
states, thair “position was lower tlum that of all 
others avound thems their wants were few and 
easily supplicd, and hence their tacit submission ta 
vayatomn whieh had become habitual. 

The British government throughout its Indian 
history has generally experienced the sume con- 
dition of states ug that of Sindh in the same stages 
of gociety as that in which we found this country ; 
and its efforts have been iuveriably directed, and 
wisely, to gradually intvoduce a belter order of 
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things, and by placing miggovermment md Tthoral 
policy in palpuble justuposition, prove hy dezrees, 
thongh infallibly, the advantuyes of the former (o the 
power and position of the ruler, ne less than the cor 
dition of the subject. Tt hes uot sought hy sweeping 
reforms and general revolutions to overtimn old 
systems, anderech thereon al onee its own superior 
fabric; for such methods, however ansions ony po 
vermment has been to abolish buses, would only 
have tended to defeat the object in view, it having 
been proved that nothing is so difentCas Co indues 
faith in the honesty of intentions, or at once oradi- 
cate distrust and jealousy from Tneharous aniids, 
whilst argument is useless in attempting to prove 
the errors of their modes of goverment. ‘Tho jis. 
tory of our comection with Siidh is stvikingly 
illustrative of the difficulties eneounteved. in trout: 
ing with ils chiels, though as xteulily overcome by 
the distinguished publie servants who due had to 
lay the foundation of a imere liberal potiey, by 
pleading its cruse with Chat ignore "nud therefore 
wvogant court. ‘The Ainies of Shadh littorly, there 
is every reason fo believe, were becoming pray 
dually awakened toa xeuse of Chebe errors af go. 
vermnent, and individually could he brought to 
acknowledge them Jute the princes were not, it 
must he kept in anid, (ee parties to be alone cons 
sulted: there were those ubeut then lo whose opt: 
ton they were bound to pny every vespeat, if nob 
obedience, who looked upon the slightest alteration 


ouar. xu] ON SINDIT, 259 


ag direct immevation, aud all improvement as 
tolully opposed to their interests —henee the dift- 
culties Lo be contended with. Probably no form 
éf rule and class of rulers with whom we have 
been brought into contact in the ast presented so 
many obstacles to voformation as that of Sindh, 
and no court required rom ils peculiar constanction 
go much diplomatic address and tient as this in 
dealing with it: how alninduntly both were displayed 
will soon appear, We take leave of this part of the 
subject by repeating our former observation, that, 
condemning us we must, on civilised principles, the 
whole systems of Sindhian government as applied to 
the condition of the people and country, wo do go 
in pity only ab the want of enlightenment which 
occasioned it, and would temper our observations, 
where they appear hursh, by evory allowance for 
the cireufistances of those whose ucts are called in 
question. 
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hyportanee attached to Bindhian Prade, — lsortions of British 
Government. -Aputhy of Chiefs. Poverty of Sindh ng applied 
to ‘Trade. Real State onl Progpecta of Trade, hone aud pYo- 
yineial.— Internal Trade, Conuneres with Comteies to the 
N.W.—Importanee of Shikarpiw.  Mxperts to Cindahay— 
No other Trade of any Katent. Pali deysnlmiv -Vattat 
Manufactures exported, Conmeres, haw to be extended. 
Thdua.— Storm Navigation, Elindit Syston af’ Trade 
Contra! Asin not to he nbuindoned connuereiallys —Tetbets of 
Steam Navigation Thue, Risk, and Expense sive. Bil 
chistin and Kila, Countries of Upper indus how. at 
present supplied. Change to ho edieted. — Gononl Reylew. 
—Woights and Measures of Sindh. - Value of Curreney, 


Gavat importance has ab all dines heen adached 
to the trade of the viver Induss and Sindh oecu 
pying so prominent a position as the keéy of the 
whole river, hus uta obtained a commercial eo 
lobrity whick in ttself, as conten of rammiies 
vores, ib has hitherto Dut Tittle merited; it is still, 
however, intimately eonneated wilh the coms 
meoree of that river, being: the entrepit and great 
line of communication between the sen and Coutral 
Asia, as also the countries (o Hs north and north 
ensl, and is, without doubt, capable, wader altered 
cirenmstiatees und in course of thue, of producing 
large demands, and of furnishing valunble staples 
in ret, so thet its bende generally, whether 
of home or (ansi(, deserves: partionlar attention, 
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and though a dry subject: to ordinary readers, will, 
it is hoped, (vom its importance, be permitted a 
space ina work which proposes to convey useful 
information. 

The unceasing efforts which the British govern- 
mont hus made to establish commercial relations 
with Sindh, wand to procure an unimpeded road up 
the Indus to the merchant, will appear in the his- 
tory of our connection with the country, a con- 
nection which had its origin, aud hes continued 
till Jately, Cov this particular purpose: but the 
policy of the Sindhian rulers have, on the con- 
tury, been divectud (o prevent as much as possible 
this trulic, cither Chrough their country or by the 
river, or by the subjects of other states, as they 
viewed ib with political jewousy, and could not be 
brought to look upon it in any other light than 
that of innovation, Their own policy lits been 
shown to have been lite adapted to foster trade in 
their own dominions and amongst heir own sub 
jeotas and DAL, that a portion of these (the Iindtis) 
worn porseveriig nud iudefitiguble merehants, whom 
no disadvantages or discouragement could arrest, 
the comparatively small (eansit, of merehandize 
through Sindh would have ceased altogether, and it 
would have searecly inported more than its own ne- 
cosyary supplies: such for many yeu's back has been 
the state of Gude ty Sindh, and it has this been 
continually languishing and reteograding under the 
avils opposed to its development. Whilst: such 
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has been the veul condition of Sindh, a genio 
rally Timited acquaintance with the country, its 
yesorvces, and its geographical position, as ullecting 
its communication with other counteies, has tod 
often induced evoneous md ldvhly exaggerated 
views with voferonee to its conmiercial value, and 
much speculation, diseppointinent, and: couseqnont 
apathy have restuted from fiiding Out high ox. 
pectations were not answered: thus years hove 
been spent without any advance towards the object 
in view, and the commencemont of active though 
yeasonablo mensuves hus heen quite abandoned. 
Trade is always progressives and if thin, teuth 
had been kopt iu view ab sturling it ts probable 
that the just conclusion would have bem drawn, 
and ik might heve beou futoered that Sindh, asa 
poor and inisgeverned country (however capable), 
could not tn ibsell he one of tunedinte demand or of 
great production. fia comiiry thinly poprlated, 
aad so tnfortimately euled, ¢hero has heen hitherto 
no opontug for more thin Tinited trades the inhabit. 
ants ean lave fey wants beyond the mere ordinary 
necessaries of Tift, and no menus of antisfying 
others, did they arise, Thelr productions of the 
soil wero limited to those of daily use and con 
sumption, and ne value abtached to sta as are 
depanded by foreign markets. Such lings been the 
state of Sindh commercially for ages pasts though 
when the trate of that country was luttorly dis. 
cussed, ib was with apparently very mistuken ideas 
as to its renl value, 
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Sindh can, in short, wrtil igs condition be consider- 
ubly changed, only be considered commercially im- 
portant aso great route and eutrepdt for traffic with 
countrios beyond it; and though it is fully capable 
in itself of becoming » wonderfully tich and pro- 
ductive country, its resourees must be developed, 
aud the condition of its inhabitants materially in- 
proved, hofore it becomes either a great consumer 
or producer. Thus insignificant as are the pre- 
sent individually commercial imerits of Sindh, they 
becoinc otherwise when combined with a general 
view of the prospects of an active communication 
by mens of the river, which forms its leading 
feature; mid tho commerce of Sindh may then be 
considered as intinalely eomaected with that of the 
whole Indus, and of the greatest importance, though 
still only so as npplicd to its progression rather than 
to its netual state. 

The fndug having long been at that particular 
point where it required to be mnder a liberal and 
onlightoned “policy, completely in the hands of a 
shor@sighted and bigoted faction, has never been 
completely apened to the merchant as his direct 
means of transport; aud lie has sought as much as 
possible to nvoid it, from its exorbitant duties and 
gonseyuont’ ruinous expenses, in the first place; 
but in the seeond, more particularly from its dis- 
heartoning ud tedious navigation, which have, 
one or both, had the efleet of driving all trafic 
from i6 to its shores, ov of allowing the trader to 
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seok the most cireuitous wid disulyitnilageous land 
youles from the presidencies of Western Lidia. op 
Bengal; burdened with risky aud expenses which 
coulined the intercourse within Ce narrowest post 
sible limits; proving, at the sane time, in its 
existing ab all under snel, obstieles, Chiat it would 
heave inerensel proportionally were Chey removed, 

We shall draw vio exaggerated: piecure of the 
trade to be opened ov expmnided hy mens of the 
river Judus, but study to depiet the imatter to the 
host of our ability, ay its prospeeta rently sland, 
Hitherto impediments of move (han ordinaey mung. 
nilade have existed lo prevent Che hidus being 
open for commnereianl purposes, aid i has thus 
ceased to be a inenis of commercial transit. for 
many years, the advantages itoabyiously presenta for 
such being completely lost. Sindlian revolutions 
and crabbed polities have been mutinly iustumental 
in this state of things, coupled with (hal strong 
slaguation in all improving menses which pa 
licwlarly distingniahos te conntey wunder consider: 
ation, Commencing with a slight review of the 
provincial or Tome-trade of’ Sindh, being: that cou 
fined to its own supply and coustmuption, the 
huports may be eummerated as consisting: pene 
pully of Mnglish piewo goods, velvety, woollens, 
Sug, groceriog, apleos, img metals, the greater 
part of whieh are derived from Rombay; cotton, 
course cloths, nud silk fabrics, frome Marwar aud 
Guatral; silk goods manutietrved from Bliawwulpiir 
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and Milltan; raw silk from the north-west, as 
also dyes, rags, dried fruits, horses, &e. from the 
same quavter; ivory Crom Cutch, and wood from 
the Guafrat and Malebar coasts. The description 
of English manufietured articles which obtain con- 
sideration in Sindh are chintzes and enlicoes, and a 
peoulinr description of cotton highly-coloured goods, 
which ave cntled “ Zebvas,” and particularly appli- 
cable to Che Mastern inarkets, ‘The coarser plainer 
kinds of colton goods, so much used, are cither the 
produce of Marwar or the looms of the country, 
British long cloth and musling being used by the 
higher classes; woollen broad cloths have also a 
limited demand, ‘The English spun thread is im- 
ported in grent quantities into Sindh, and used. for 
the production of the superior kinds of cotton cloth 
of tho country. The grovories, or as they are called 
in the country, © Avram,” comprising all those ar- 
tigles of necessary consumption coming under that 
head, form the most important feature in the import 
wade for home consumption: woollen and cotton 
cloths ave vory secondary, though the former was 
the great iam in whieh the British governmont 
proposed to establish a trading communication 
with the country; but they are loo expensive for 
genoral wenn, and, for the few who use them, 
require to be particularly adapted to the Asiatic 
laste, in a(rang and striking colours, A coarse but 
thick and comfortable colton article is made in the 
coumbry, wad provides for (he wants of the population 


266 PERSONAL OFSTRY ATIONS Lean, ary 


inwam clothing, Wool is net nuuuilieluved in the 
country inte articles of appurel, but is exported in 
weansit through the country for the British market, 
Metals include all denomfuations imider that head 
as importations, Gey are always in’ thelr native 
stale, aud all articles of hardware in domestic use 
throughout Sindh aro imvinfietured in the country, 
The consumption of raw material is limited, The 
drugs and dyes introduced in he Khovassen import 
ivade (under which tiUe such north-western conn 
tries as Candahuy, LHirat, &e. are generally desig. 
nated), are very important, av the home nunufre- 
tures in silk und cotton ave depemlont on them, 
The raw silk from these quarters is also much 
used, and consists of (he Tun? © Derryai,” “ Ko 
kai,” “Kha” © Chilla” and “ Cheilani: the 
Totter of these is the most valued, though the best 
description made up in the couniry is the prodaee 
of China imported from Bombay; also a fine kind 
of colton used for fudctente anbroidery is highly 
prized, and brought in Timited quantities fom 
Khorassan or Hivats it is enlled Nima. Tu 
quoiso earth is a very important fenture inthe 
north-western imports, "This bemiiful stone is 
introduced into Sindh in its roughest state, as taken 
from the mines of Nishuptiy near Meshed on the 
confines of Persin, wad ts polished ad prepared by 
the most simple methods. Tt is in suel universal 
denmmd, and so ehenp wid plentital, tat all clases, 
even Lo the poorest peasunt’s wife or children, in the 
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country adorn themsclyes with Firozis, as the stones 
we called. The larger sizes obiain considerable 
prices, but thoy are scarce, a sinall description 
only leaving the mines for trade, the valuable pisces 
being mouopolised by the Persian government. 
Gold in ducals, und thread fov embroidery, also ar- 
vive from the novth-west; dried fruits and horses 
have been mmentioned as imported from the same 
direction, but the latter are principally in transit, 
to India, where they are sought lor by the British 
govermnent for cavalry and artillery, particularly 
the lather from. their size and strength; the chiefs 
purchase uw few only, 

Such, briofly, wre the principal heads of the im- 
port home trade of Sindh in articles consumed in 
the country, and only required for such purposes, 
The valuo ov quantity of such camot readily be 
determined npurt from hnports entering Sindh for 
transinivsion to the maris beyond, but they anay 
ho assumed ns of limited extent, being only sneh 
as wwe absokuely required, wud comprising only 
much aeticlos ns ave indispensably necessary 10. 2 
scanty population of few wants and poor in the 
wbstrach, ‘To extend this branch of trade to any 
profitable purpose, as far as tho country itself is 
eoncerned, it is necessmy to alter the condition of 
the people, su as to increase Cheiv demands: for ib 
is obvious that walil Uhey are in a position to be en- 
wbled to enjoy (he additional comforts of life, they 
are nol likely to fnererse dhe demand for artificial 


208 PERSONAL: ONSERY ATIONS lotaeean, 


luxuries, ‘The courts had avery iisizaiticant efeey 
increating the demand for foreign ponds, perticnlurly 
mantfieturess Cheiy wants being but very limited, 
and gonerelly supplied hy home or Baste: produd. 
tions, mad even then ona yery Limited seule, Phe 
whole country is, tu short, foe poor, aid ibs eulerg 
were too penmmfons to Inve nny beyontl avery 
Yinited demand, and its provincial trade was ona 
proportionally small aid limited seule, 

The export trade from Sindh af its own produc: 
tions consists in vies, ghi, opium, iucige, dried 
fish, aud leather, (rou its porta in the Delta and 
Kavrachi, of the Inifer, in considerable quantity; 
with indigo, cotton, course cloths, silk mamunetnred 
goods, sult, and sultpetve, to Khorasan, in part yes 
tien for Che imported goods from the sane quarter, 

The intemal home trade of Sindh cousiats in 
the interchange of proaduetions between portions 
of the coumlry, aecording to deammad. "The upper 
county supplicn Che lawer portions with) ita sue 
pls dry grains, ghi, colton, indipo, Key and pos 
ceives from the Tatter vive, fish, mmnttied need 
leather, army, &e, 

Beyond the taportation of pools necewsury for 
its home constamption and the limited export 
of its own produations, Sindh, uotwithstunding 
evory disudvantage under whieh it laboured as a 
commercial corntry, wid despite the tonal ob: 
stucles presented, laa yet enamded on ua tolerably 
brisk Gans (rade with the north-west, purtieniuty 
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Uandaluy, aid has been the enleepit for the supply 
of all heyond tho common wants of the rude tribes on 
its western deserts, ‘Che principal points connected 
with its foreign trade, as distinguished from pro- 
vineinl and home consumption, have been its port 
of Karvachi and the mart of Shikarpir, at its 
northom extremity ; wd in both places the enter- 
prising J lind is the sole agent by whose means it 
has been sustained; vecciving the supplies intended 
for the north, they ave transmitted by an uncertain 
and tedions land carriage of Crom thirty to forty 
days from the former to Ue Tntter, with the charges 
of exorbitant import and Cansil duties, heavy rates 
of hire of camels, and purchase of protection from 
the (vihes who formed the escort. Reaching Shik- 
arp, Che usual and only method of transmission 
hy land-enrriage through the mountain defiles, oc- 
cupying iweutyelive lo thirty days, ‘Chis trade, 
however, sd cleared on an average twenty per 
cout. profit, and was yalued ab between 20,0002 
anid 30,000/7mmmully. Shikarptir was designated, 
as before obeerved, one of the gutes of Khorassan, 
Deane tt tk in Che cditeeé route from the Indus to 
that country hy the great defile of the Bolan, which 
offers (he only means of communication with the 
uppor country, und has therefore always been, and 
must continue to be, adepted as the commercial 
line of truie, There is no place in (he whole Ime 
of the Ladus which exercised such immediate and 
extensive tifluence on the commerce of Contral 
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Asin as Shikerpiy aud if is un extriordinary 
proof of the tent, energy, and even courage of its 
morehnits, Cant this influenee ties heen but par. 
tially dindnished. ‘The greater: proportion of the 
money and banking tranae(ions of every nari, 
frou the Indus to the Caspian, had their conte in 
this city; and under any other form of goverment 
ity Souews would have brought the (afie to a 
great extent of prosperity. The exports to Can 
dahar, beyond the prodnets of Sindh before given, 
consisted of British pieeo goods Cpriuted cottons, 
&e.), chintzes, velvets, Dron cloths, metals, sug, 
groceries, and spices. “The iuports Crom the sae 
quarter have heen described. "The kitties, as they 
aro called, or caravans, Gravelled during: the cold 
seagon, amd reached Shikarpie from Cundahar in 
Docamber and damuwy, leaving until March, when 
the tying climate of the titeryening deserts shut 
out all further conmutnication, 

to order to avoid Ce eared expenses attend 
aut on lund taflie through Stidh, Gwing to. the 
heavy tmposts lovied! hy the Aries on trade, much 
of the Candahar trade whielt would otherwise have 
passed Ghrongh (hat country, took the vont of the 
mountae paths, over the Bildehistan mountains, 
though attended with greater risks aud expenses, 
from the vupaeity of Che tribes through whieh i 
had to foevel, and dis renehed (ie upper comntules 
hy wdiveet rond, avoiding the Siudhian dominions 
allogether, 
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Sindh had no branch of trade with other 
countries, of any importance to us, compared to 
that ebove allucled to, for in it alone was comprised. 
ddemancd for our manufactured goods; for as Central 
Asia is tho poiit wheroto we have long striven to 
open the vond for an unopposed commerce, so 
Sindh is the point whence hereafter, as heretofore, 
the intercourse must be kept wp, aud on which its 
base must vest. A country so situated, and pos- 
sessing such extraordinary advantages in the re- 
lative position of its port, river, and a direct land 
communication of comparatively short distance, has 
at onee those clements of traslic which are indis- 
pensably necessary, but which, being provided, 
leave nothing to want but that energy which is 
necessary to ofleet every object, however trifling. 

The trade of Sindh with Pali (in Marwar), 
Joysulmir, Bhawulptix, Punjaub, Guafrat, and 
neighbouring countries, is of minor importance, 
and merits libtle deseription, beyond the sketch of 
the intorchd@igo of some manufactures or produc- 
tions of the soil before given. British manufac- 
tures sometimes find their way to Sindh, from 
Bombay, by these routes, but not generally. The 
fabrics of the looms of Sindh avo useful only as 
applied to its own population, or the rude inhabit- 
ants of its neighbouring deserts: those peculiar to 
‘Totlah certainly form un execption, particularly 
the Liingh! before mentioned of a peculiar kind 
of mixed cottou and silk stuf There are about 
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taventy diferent dexeriptions, Iut aw very small pro- 
portion of these are iow considered fit for Loveign 
markets; and iis simple cotton articles, for which 
ib was famous, have been supplunted by Boitsh 
matorink ina raw alate, and soauped on tho spot 
with pattorns peculine fo (he native taste, 

The first subject therefore now to he considered 
is how commeres, always of the preatont huports 
ance to us nationally, is tobe extended int a noxth 
and north-vesterly direction, on and heyond the 
Tadus, end what are the prospects there opened to 
afforts divested to foster it, The menus appear te 
be obvious, and the navigation of the Indus by 
stom, as a power along enleubued to overcome is 
dificultios, is evidently the point of primary atten 
tion, without which no udvantages cut he gained, 
and the river must remain, 08 heretofore, ueglected 
ag aanewns of transit, Loss of time, expense, and 
tisk, have been the grout obstiucles against whieh 
the Tinted trade on and beyond the Ludus has had 
to contend A-sketeh of this river, und"the adjacent 
‘countries, will nt onee show ils extraondinury ap- 
plicubility to provide w conmiumiention between the 
ocean anid che immense Gaets beyond it, including 
as they do thickly populated, productive, and rae 
pidly vising kingdoms yet us such a medinm, the 
Indus has heen hitherto unknown: its stream has 
offered insurmountable difleulties to mative inge« 
muity; and the merehant aswell as tho traveller 
rejected it, and sowzht the less difieule anc tedious 
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method, though more expensive and hazardous one, 
of journeying by land: where there hes been but 
a limited communication, there has not of course 
existed any bub a linited demand; those countries, 
therefore, have ucver yet heon allowed the oppor- 
qunity of becoming consumers of our manufactures, 
nor been offered any inducement to display their 
wealth, in the uativo productions of their soils, 
though they are known to be vich in many con- 
stantly in vequest in our markets, and, as such, in 
a position to make that fair return hercafter which 
is essential to tho establishment of trade on the 
common. basis of reciprocal benefits. 

From the sea through the country of Sindh, 
and thence through the mountains to Afghanistan, 
thore is at present an existing trade on a com- 
paratively limited scnle; the conditions of both 
having been long opposed to any very important 
deminds, or to the increase of their productions to 
any valuable result; whilst the means of approach 
havo Deen, v8 the same time, of the most trying 
and disheartening kind, contributing in a great 
degree to lessen the supply, if net influencing the 
consumption, The prospects here opened, if the 
river route he cammauded by vapid navigation, ave 
decidedly Qwourable, and if the Hindi traders 
succeeded in continuing the commerce with hand- 
some profits, despite of delays, risks, and expenses 
almost. insurmountable, wo may fhivly argue that, 
possessing aditional advantages, it will continue 
to inevense in fair proportions; for time and ox- 
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pense will ho both subservient, mid cost be redueed to 
such a sede as lo make cousmuption gonoral, with 
out ab all interferhig with: Che iercluaty? profits, but 
rather inerousing them, Sindh itself) for instanced, 
coutains wauillion of inhabitenty; and though thety 
present condition is inimient to lived eonstunption, 
and to any but ordinury wants, those winls must 
be supplied; and though their country at presentis 
wasted and unproductive, it eniuot alwnys con 
tinue such, — for its soil mast yield if it be oul 
tivated; ancl it must be cultivated, if there be but 
the slightest encouragement (odo so. ‘Taking its 
produce in grain atone, aga single instines, what 
may nol he dono with ineroased indneement ina 
country so situated? Why should it net export 
corn, in which it is enpahte of indefinite Levtility, 
for the supply of our own market? ‘Phere can be 
no answer in tha neyative. [ty other productions 
have been detailed, anid these my he reucdeved 
available to amy extent vequived. Content Ast 
has had, ab all dines, a very fiir, if not extensive 
demand for om nuunifaetives ti cloths and metols, 
We have, itis trae, alndoned oar position in it, 
Dut vol its (rade; at least, if we do, it will only bo 
to throw if into othor hinds; for we Juve still the 
power of exereising an iufluence over it which will 
he equivalent toa conmiunds for if we enn throw 
our goods into is principal markets, Canduhar, 
with nluucbenrringe of abort Uhree Inmdyed miles 
only fron Bomnbuy lo that point, who is to com- 
pele with us? or, rather, with the carriers of our 
merelundise, (he Clndt tenders of Sindh? ft 
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must not be stypposed that the commercial import- 
ance to us of the Indus has decreased, ag affects 
Afghanistan, beemuse we have for ever evacuated 
“that country; such iy not the ease: Lor though we 
could nol, us we proposed (from various unfore- 
geon causes not lo be mentioned here,) command 
a security for traflic through deserts and firce- 
hooting tribes, or a consumption whilst nono ex- 
isted, the native merchant has generally been 
enabled to effect Ats objects, and by payment 
of, the vogulated sum for Budruggar, or black 
mail, carry on his tensactions comparatively un 
molested, and even procure a sale where no one 
else could offect it. Whilst we were beyond the 
passes trade lingered, and at last was nearly at 
anend, The reason is, inn fow words, that war 
and Wade ave not compatible, Peaceable occupa- 
tion of a country will carry the point commercially, 
but not the sword, We must seek here, therefore, 
ty inflience what we before tried to command, 
aut which" wo filled in effecting beeanso out 
mensttres, instead of being peaceable, began and 
ended unfortunately and woxpectedly in war and 
opposition to every object proposed. Let the 
Indus be regularly and efficiently navigated by 
steam, and let this method of receiving his goods 
inported from Bombay through the port of Kar- 
rachi he open to the Sindhian merchant, and the 
result will wb once be, that he will, at Shikarpuy, 


from the month of October to March be in a posi- 
ou 9 
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tion Lo reach Candabar with « cost of thio roughly 
enleuluted thug: Bombay to Sarrachi, by native 
craft, twelve days; up the Indus to Sukkur, by 
steam, len days; across the desert to Candahars 
through the Bolan, twenty-five days; any fifty 
days from Bombay to Cmdaliau—a saving in time, 
the point to which all others avo subserviont, of 
at least one half, and e desvease in risk and ox. 
ponse of the greatesb importance; for putting the 
rote of steam freightnge high, ns it will in all proba. 
bility bo ab starting, tt will still he fine less than that 
of camel hive, escort, and other wilendaut charges of 
land carriage, (lmmasil ciution, under any: civeun- 
stances, nny be considered as open to modification, 
if nob wbolition), whilst thera is no ubtencdurdt visk. 
The Uivat tule may be considered as ineluded in 
that of Candahur, as it Ties through if, ITere we 
gol beyond our limits, however; mut the subject 
appears, if atlemplod intinately, fo partake of 
much of that fiercely speculative spinit whieh first 
distinguished our commereinl projeéla in those 
countries, und which therofore ended a4 they hes 
gan. Adhering lo frets, and nob even to proba. 
bilities, the Shikarpie and Culahar Grade is posi- 
lively and undeniably capable of the expansion aud 
improvament mentione(L; and the only memis to 
affect it are by giving’ the Tlindit taudors (he op- 
portunity of gotting their goods by tho Tndus 
route, Where the river is navigned by steum; and 
by thus encouraging (ho interest of this valuable 
body ab their grout mart of Shikurpin, Lf this be 
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done there will be a constantly steady, if not in- 
creasing, demand. on Bombay for new supplies; and 
the same tule which applies to the north-west will 
apply to Sindh itself in the course of time, and that 
not very distant. 

Biluichistrn and Kilat merit some attontion ; for, 
like the countries beyond, though we have suddenly 
dissolved our connexion with them, they are not to 
be considered, it is to bo hoped at least, as lost to 
us for wading purposes: they had this peculiar 
feature politically different from the others, that 
the rade chicls who govern them had every thing 
to gain from our connexion, and courted it, We 
could thus have advanced our objects most mas 
terially by remaining amongst them as they wished, 
and have formed on the spot a nucleus for our 
traffic which would have been of great importance: 
however, we can now only look to the native 
trador’s unassisted efforts lo keop up the communi- 
cation, and this he will continue (0 do, though on a 
footing by 1m menns so promising as where we could 
have oxereised en immediate influence with those 
so woll disposed to ncknowledge it, The great in- 
fluence of Biltichisten consists in its wool, which it 
supplics in gronter quantity than any other country ; 
an article of first consideration, and to tho attain- 
ment of which attention has, of lato years, been 
particularly directed. The mountain road from 
the Jalawin mountains where the staple is pro- 
duced lies over the TTalla mountains, to the sea 

13 
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coast of Nikvan, and i# tedious and expensive 
from the black imeil system before alluded to; 
it should rathor be bronght to the Indus, ata 
point nem Sindh, where the Inud carriage would 
bo Iué tvifing, and thus arrive at Cho pork of 
the country, But the main point of importance 
here is, thal thore is ab once Aw secure nid valuable 
yoturn trade, Now Ganduliur, ay fre as aur markets 
ave concerned, does not immediately supply this 
desideratum, though the native trader tn its drugs, 
dyes, dried fruits, and other conmiodities in con. 
stant request lor Sindhian coustmaption finds enough 
for his purposes, Tho Kilat Gade hy way of Som. 
giant was importants aud latterly became more so, 
when we had vn British agent fo wateh mid asyist it 

Such will be the inevitable result to the Sindhian 
Candahuv trade by tha eficiant nevigation of the 
Tndus; and we are now te proceed higher up that 
river, northward, and ascertain is eflvets prospece 
tivoly in that quarter, Beyond Siudlt (he first mavt of 
commoreial importance is Midtun, strated between 
the Siu} and dilun, in the Lahore torvitories; 
and haying ono of the only three communications 
(the Boon, Khyber, and Danin now wlnded to) 
through tho mountuins to Candulia, and thonce to 
ITirat,and carrying one yery extensive (gudeto those 
countries by the agency of Che Lohani A Mhans, the 
supplies in British meanntietiures nad inctaly being 
conveyed from Caleutta and Bombay by “aed car. 
riage, the former through Lucknow, Delhi, and Bla 
wulpir, the latter (hrongh Ciirat, Marwar, and 
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Bikaniv. The extent of this wallic to the upper 
country will ba understood when il is stated that 
in one year upwards of 5000 camels, laden with 
merchandise, pursucd that route from Millian. 
The return wade is of the sume nature, and at 
the sume period as that to Shikarptir by the 
Bolan, consisting of drugs, dyes, dried fruit, horses, 
&e, If so oxlensivo a commerce exisis at this 
point, when the whole of its supplies arc conveyed 
by lund-carriago from the capitals of Bengal and 
Western. India, with the cnormous attendant delays 
and expenses, Will it not. proportionally increase or 
receive a growl additional impetus if the river Indus 
bo navigated to the merchant's purpose? Bhawul- 
pty, the whole of the Punjund, including the great 
cities of Lahore and Aritsir, aro supplied with 
British mevchandize by the somo means as Multan, 
ata gost of Limo of between two or three months, 
and the sume arguments apply to all.  (Indepen- 
dent of these, our position on the Sutlij, or, as it 
is tommad, the North-western frontier of Tudia, de- 
mands wn formidable force, There can hardly be 
less than 20,000 men between the sea and Tiroz- 
pur: these mush be supplied; bub beyond Sindh all 
is by overland communication.) The northern 
countries in the plain of ghe Tndus, or its tribu- 
tarios, are at the same time highly productive in 
valuable nud constiantly-demanded articles, so Unt 
a present return (rade is ineluded in all measures 


for general Anprovement. 
p 4 


gad PRRSONAT. ORSERVATTONH Lean, say, 


Tb will be unnecessary to purse the subjeq, 
further. ‘The convietion is foreed upon the observer, 
that storm navigation of tha viver Indus alone 
will ofvet any radical change in Che commereiat 
prospeets of Che counteles which tre approachable 
by menns of that stream; Inch Chat with i, the 
wade, which had hitherto Tnnguished, or been 
confined to vortain Tmits, will expmid to an ox. 
tent likely to prove of valwe to both the natives 
and the British govermnent.  Thns the accom. 
panying declaration hy the highest uuthovity in 
India has been put forth, and is in process of 
being acted upons— "Tt is intended to maintain 
on these rivers a suflteiont immiber of steamers 
adapted to commercial ns well as quilitary pur. 
poses; bub it is oxpeeled that in a very short 
period the merchants of Bombay will find it to 
their advantage fo employ stemm-bouts of their 
own to convey British manufactures by the Indug 
to the south-west frontion, and by the saving of 
several months tn the Cine new vequived for thelr 
transporl, so redneo theiv prica as very muterially 
to extend the demand for them in dhe north 
west provinces and the Punjaah” Ao fitho: 
stebomont shows (het if ts intended to inercase 
the means of connmuyeation between the Sutlij 
and the Ganges, so Uaeb merchandise may he con 
veyed down that river trom the Suulij, and uot 
up is us heretofore 

This appeal to the merchants of Bombay will 
doubtless be answered when the navigation of 
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the Indus shell have been placed on a footing of 
security, tho rosult of a peaceable policy towards 
the tribes who command its banks, and without 
whose concurrence nothing can be done, Tf such 
» system be adopted in the first instance, and 
an officient sicum establishment be employed on 
the Indus and Sutlij, with the usual measures of 
protection to the trading community of Sindh, 
whose enorgics and perseverance alone require 
encouragement, commerce will have a fair begin- 
ning, and there can be no hesitation in concluding 
that uo vory grout space of time will elapse ere it 
‘progresses rapidly to the advantage of all con- 
cerned, Theso are no hypothetical conclusions, 
but advanced on prounds of fair reasoning; and so 
for from seeking to colow: the commercial pro- 
specty of Sindh and the Indus too highly, it will be 
geen that the whole ave still held to be progressive, 
md that certain indispensable conditions remain 
yeb to he filled ere oven & commencement cw 
bo mado, imuch Jess a rosult abtaincd; peace and 
ila conseqrences, sevurity, willl an improved con- 
dition of the country and its inhabitants, being the 
prineipal of the conditions alluded to. 

The weights wid measures in nse in Sindh are 
based on the KA/rwah, whieh is equivalent to about 
8481hs. Enetlivh dead weight, and for quantity, as 
for grain, is again divided into “kesahs” and “ toy- 
ans,” the relative value of these being difficult to 
ascortain, and varying much, according to the do- 
seviption of grain. Liquids ave determined by 
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woight, and the Khirwah then deerenses to about 


600 Ths, only. 
Land is mensnred hy the cubit, gimdha, and 


jurib. ® 
5 cubita (18 iuehos) . 6 mnke J gundha, 
20 pundhas. 6 6 eee 1 jurtb, 


The jib being equalia. 6. 6 LAO foot, 
and enclosing a squave space of 22,500 feet, 
The currency in peneral eiventition is the Com 
pany’s legalised rupee, known us tho Auda The 
sohrab and shajavull’ in Upper Sindh: the former 
J per cent. aud the latter 24 tess in value than the 
Company’s, In Lower Sindh ave the éarah amd 
kassané vupees: the former 24 per conte less in 
value, and the latter about half a rnpec, than 
that of the Company's. 
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CILAP. XY. 


Brat Conncetion of British with Sindh,—Immunitics granted 
by Ghillan Shah Kealora,—Comnection dissolyed., —Com- 
merelal Mission, 1799,—Hapulsion of British agent.—Mr, 
Smill’s Mission of 1809,—'Freaty of 1820,—Force of Ob- 
govvation assembled in 1825.—Mission te Sindh under Col. 
Pottinger, 1832—Sutishelory Result—Commereial Treaty of 
1884,——Henlo of ‘Lolly on Boats, --Tiout, (Sir A.) Burnes’ Voy- 
age up the Indus (o Lahore. = Poumission granted to survey 
Delta aud Sov-consl, — Sleamor sent o Tydernbad, —State of 
Mattora with Sindh, politienlly and commoretally, up to 1838, 


Tim connection of the British Indian government 
with Sindh had its origin in avn, L758, when 
Ghillmm Shah Kalora on the 22d of September of 
that year granted w perwannah or order, to My. 
Sumption of the Company’s sorvico for the cata- 
blishmout ofsu factory in the Sindhian territories, 
with w view to the encorragement of trade between. 
the Indinn territories aud Sindh; and added to 
this permission certain immunities and exemptions 
from customs which were in those days considered 
of gront- value; and which cortainly prove, on the part 
of the Sindhian ruler an earnest desire to cultivate 
friendly relations with the British in Tndia, ‘The 
various officers and customs of vevonue throughout, 
the country ave diveciedd in these documents to 
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charge no more than one aud a lad! per cent, duty 
above thoimarket price on all goods prechased by the 
British agent for export, and to levy on fnporte 
tions only one hel of that paid by other merchania: 
no officers, armors, &e. are to demand mores and 
they (the Muglish) “are to he allowed to Carry on, 
their trade wmnolested.” In ease of nob disposing 
of their goods, no duties are Co he paid on such ag 
are yeturned, and all the supplies for the ships to be 
duty fier, And should My. Sumption wish to 
bay or build a house or warehonse at the bun 
der (port) ov al Tattuh, the subjects of the country 
are insimucted to give him avery assistance, go that 
the cost may he reasonable; “anid he is to have all 
the encouragemont for carrying on his trade, as i 
will be an advantage (o the governments but no 
other Englishman is to have house or any on. 
couragoment. And as it is necossary I should on 
courage and please Lhe Muglish, T herghy order an 
entire compliance may he shown to this, without 
demanding a new ordor overy yeu” « 

Such is the purport of the first docnmont passed 
to the British by GIilimm Shak Kalora. Subse 
quently, on the Clth of December, (758, a Curther 
order was iwued by the smne prince to the same 
gentleman, Mr. Robert Stumption, remitting all 
unjust dutics, but those of export to bo paid as 
usual, A. further chase intimates a wish thet Nb. 
Sumplion would send some person to choose an 
eligible spot for the erection of u house or {helory 
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at Shah-Bunder; and it was on condition of his 
taking wp his abode at this latter place, that the 
remission of duties was granted. <A factory was 
shbsequently built at Tattah, and tho commeree 
was confined to the export principally of saltpetre, 
woollen cloths being imported with the object of sup- 
plying the Candahar trade, whence it was supposed 
to find its way to Persia, On the 22d of April, 1761, 
Ghillam Shah issued a further perwannah, or order, 
on the occasion of the arrival at his court of Mx. 
Evskine, as resident in Sindh for the affairs of the 
Company, ‘This document ratifics all former advan- 
tages, and excludes all other Europeans but the 
English from trading with Sindh: the former 
duties are still to bo paid, and particular reference 
is made to sulipetre, which in those days, when it 
had not become so general in Bengal, was of great 
value. Nothing can be stronger than the friendly 
disposition evineed in this document; and it ends 
with the following terms:— “Should it happen, 
(which God forbid) that any of their ships, boats, 
&o. (Mnglish) should an ashore or he wrecked, 
either on our burs, coasts, or without our rivers, 
our officers in such places avo to assist. them; and 
whatever offects may be saved belonging to such 
vessels, whether rigging, necessaries belonging ,to 
tho crow, or other goods, are to be delivered, to 
tho smallest item, to the Resident aforosaid, he 
paying reasonably for the Iabour and pains of those 
who may assist in saving them. Should the afore- 
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vid Resident choose to build a brick house at 
Shah-Bunder, or make wu purden for lis recreation 
on any spot of ground he uy like, he is to receive 
all the assistance possible for doing ib unicklys ata 
whatever former demands they lave received ay 
to remade in fll force, avd nwt to he objected, to oy 
disputed on any aveonnt, It hoing our pleasure to 
satisfy tho snid Tonourable Kaglish Company, 
therefore the above muat be strictly observed, and 
no new perwannahs demanded. Dated the 6th of 
Ramazan, 117-45 or 22d of April, 17oh,” 

This commercial connexion continued uninter. 
rupted until tho yeu 1775, when, during the reign 
of Sivafoas Khan Kalova, tho politienl oxettement 
wud revolutions of Sindh offered so litte security 
to the Company's factory, tat it was withdrawn — 
under whut particular cirermatances, however, does 
not appenr, 

‘Towards the end of the [8th eontury, in 1799, 
the Bombay government appear to have agitated 
the qnestion of exteblivhing commefeinl roletions 
with Sindh; and i6 was deemed in every way 
highly politic to do xo, with the ostensible object 
of furthering trade, but in veality to counteract 
the thon highly dangerous and spreading influence 
of Tipp aud the French, and to intomnpt the 
growing ambition of Zeman Shah, the Gabul mo- 
nuveh, whose viows seamed lo threnten the peace of 
India. The negotiations for this renewal of role 
tions with Sindh wore opened with Tuttel: Al 
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Khan, the founder of the Talpir house, who 
was then on the Musnud, by Abdi Tlussan, a 
native agent deputed for that purpose. No difi- 
dulty appears to have arisen: Ibrahim Shah (before 
alluded to), the wazir or prime minister, on the 
part of his master, granted every preliminary; and 
Abdul [ussan iustructs the Bombay government 
to send up & gentleman who will be received with 
grontor consideration than during the time of 
tho Kaloras. IIe was to bring with him large 
investments of China ware, inctals, and woollen 
cloths of various colours, to prove that his mission 
was morely connnercial; and every pains was to be 
taken to prevent any suspicion to the contrary. 
Abdiil Flussun, in his reports, expatinted on the 
kindness he received, and deseribed the mission of 
Jsmacl Shah, son of Ibvahiin Shah, to assist in the 
vequired arrangements. ‘The ‘Lalptis themselves 
algo sent agents to Bombuy, to purchase various 
articles of use or trades and the government at 
_ that pluce slfowed evory attention to these, in return 
for the consideration evinced to their agent at the 
Uyderebad court.  Mnelosed in Abdi Hussan’s 
reports were letters from Juttch Alli Khan, the 
prince, to the governor of Bombay, J. Duncan, 
Isq., confirming all that had been said by Abdul 
THussan, in these tems :—“Assure yourself, honour- 
able Sir, that 1am equally disposed, with yourself, 
to vonew this happy intercourse; and sensible of 
tho advantages my country will derive, T shall 
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aludy to give eyory eneotimgement to those who 
pess through, ax well as those who like to reside 
here; and you may desputel one of your agents 
here with the fullest and most unguarded gop’ 
fidence. ‘The former tietory at Taital shalt be 
delivered over to your agents; and [give you my 
most solemn assurances tht | will iInevense nothing 
but my affection towards them.” Taahim Shah 
and Ghulam Aldi Palpror add letters of thety own 
to the Bombay governor; and shortly after Mo, 
Nathan Crow, of the Bombay civil servico, md a 
highly capable public servant, was selected for the 
parcnlar and important chiy of condueting the 
mereuntile wand political iutereta of the British 
goverment, with the joulous and newly-formed 
power of the Tulpiies, and amvived iu Sindh shortly 
after with Cull powers to carry on the duties ag 
signed him. ‘The home authorities perteetly con 
ewrred it (he poliey of re-oxtublishing a comoxion 
with Sindh; md Me Crow for some time cons 
tinued ab this port, dividing his position between 
Tattah and Shab Bunder ov Karmchi. Pho con 
moreial advantages were overrated, Tho native 
Waders of the country were indefatignhle in thelr 
exertions to interrupt an aerangement whieh tuter: 
fered so vitully with their interests, — Litrigues of 
the most wmoying kind were continually set on 
foot, and as frequently balled hy the wdlnirable 
temper and conduet of the British represontative, 
witil, in (800, when Ma, Grow, after ubending at 
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tho 1] yderabadl conrt, and reporting to his govern. 
mont the highly satisficlory results of his personal 
interviews with tho princes, who had vouched in 
the most solemn mamner for his being fully sus- 
tained against the designs of certain parties who 
had spread reports to the disadvantage of the 
British, vepresenting their designs as being of 
tho most dangerous tendency to the Talpir state, 
though concealed wider the pretence of trade; sad- 
dently veooived an order to leave Karrachi, and to 
repair to Tattah, to which place his transactions 
were to bo vonfined. This order was couched in 
tho most mneivil fone; and directed the governor 
and guards of the fort to use foree in case of any 
hesitation on the part of the British representative, 
, Mx. Grow bemg in a position ouly to obey, pro- 
ceeded a4 clivected, in Lhe hope, moreover, of still 
being able to slem the torrent of opposition and. 
intrigue which was sebting in so strong against him. 
Lis servinis were attacked on the road, rudely 
handled, andsnearly all his papers lost. Shortly 
after hig arrival at ‘Tatts he received a further order 
to leave the country forthwith, ten days being only 
allowed for (hit purpose, ~with w plain intimation 
that either personal violunee would result from any 
delay beyond that period, or that the Aimirs would 
nob be responsible if it occurred.  [t being evident 
that the public interests and honour could uo 
longer he supported, Mr, Crow obeyed the order, 
whieh was issued by Ibrahim Shah, who hypocri- 
u 
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tically cuough represented that hia inflience with 
Vutteh AIH te seeume the residents interests, and 
lo prevent his departure, Tail heeame Whavailing, 
The ostensible reason given by the Sindhinn cout, 
for this violent and unauthorised proceoding was 
an order {vom Zen Shak, the Adehan monarch, 
Dub with grenter probability: may be Ceaced to the 
result of ‘Mpptts intrigues, coupled with the very 
strong purty in Sindh against Che British influence, 
which was destructive to those of the Grading com 
munity, an efleet whieh might lave been foreseen, 
The Mahonnnedan fecling ab that period was. eo. 
tainly very strong. ‘The Clunnpion of the Faith, as 
"Tipp styled himself, had roused he ery for Tle 
against Che Cheentened conquest of India hy the 
infidels, throughout every park of Axis and the 
Afghan court aswell ns the Sindhiua, had acknowe 
ledged its there ix every renvan to believe, therefore, 
that this, in the fivst dnatines, al dhe determined 
opposition of interested pmeties, eondueed bo seal 
the fate of British tilluenee in Sindh. No notice 
appears to Taye been taken hy the muthorities of 
those days of the outenge committed, even to a 
slight remonsirnee aud demand for explanation: 
how conquests in the south had, ih is presumed, 
sutisfied all doubts and fous; and the Sindhian 
question, commercially ov politicully, heeame of 
ininor dnportanee, The arrogance of Cho Talpiirs, 
however, vose in proportions and when, in 1809, 
it was deemed uceessary, for the gvener stability 


cmap, avd ON SINDL. 201 


of our Judian uinpive, and to thwart the designs of 
Napoleon, to send cntbassies to Persia, Caubil, 
and Sindh, the latter was met by the inost inflated 
puetensions; and had to surmount almost uncon- 
querable diMicullios of etiquette and distrust, aris- 
ing from the very haughty tone assumed by the 
Sindhinn chicfs, the result of our patient endurance 
of their former insults. The whole of the events 
comnveted with this mission, and which are now of 
additional interest, are graphically given by one 
who accompanied My, Tankey Smith, the British 
xepresentative* to the Sindhian court, and was 
present during the whole of the tedious and trying 
negotiations, which ended in the treaty bearing’ 
date 22d August, 1809, between the Britishe 
government and their highnesses Mirs Ghiillam 
AIK, Kurvam ATlf, and Mivad All, (the surviving 
brothers of Wutich Alf, who died in 1801,) of 
four articles, and atyled a “Treaty of Friendship 
between the Jlonourable Mast India Company and 
the Goverment of Sindh.” ‘Tho first article pro- 
vides for eternal friendship between the British 
government and the amirs ahoye named; the 2d, 
enmity shull never appear between the two states; 
8d, interchange of friondly embassies to continuo; 
and, 4thly, the government of Sindh promises not 
to allow the establishment of the tribe of French 
in Sindh. In 1820 Mir Tsmacl Shah, the Wazir, 


* See “ Pottinger's Biluchiatan.” 
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on the part of the Sindhi government, couelnided 
a treaty with the honowalle the governov of 
Bombuy, with a view to enard against the ocgurs 
renes of froutier disputes, nud to xdeengethen thé 
friendship already subsisting.  Kiovane All and 
Mirud At here hound: themselves: fo perpetual 
feiondship—— to iitercourse hy deans ol! vakils, 
Tho amizs of Sindh engage not lo permit foreigners 
(Ivench ov Americans) (o sel (le iu Sindh. So long 
as they condnet themselves peavoubly, (he subjects 
of either state may be pemnitted to setfle tn the 
dominions of the other; but in case of Cheir pros 
ducing disturbance or commotion, such fugitives 
are to be avvestod ov punished. The mips: of 
Sindh engage to vestrain che Khosels, anc other 
predatory tribes and individuals, and to prevent 
the occurrence of invouds, ‘This treaty was vatified 
the 10th of Mebrunry, 1821, 

After (his, matters vested pretty traniquilly with 
Sindh wid 1825, when Ce Comes: erent aimoyanes 
givon toonmally, the Rajah of Criteh, and the constant 
irritation (o ow rontior from the predatory duent. 
sions of (he Khosahs and other tribes on (he deserts 
between Sindh and the Guzerat peninsula, tdueed 
the agemblage of a British foree of 5000 or 6000 
men in Citeh asa demonstration, aud ib had the 
desived effect for the eanse of complaint was 
somewhat renoyed, 

hi 1882, the conmmereial and political advantages 
(but particularly the former), proposed iu opening 
the river Tnchis to commerce and re-establishing 
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friendly volations with the Sindh Durbar, attracted 
the alvention of the Governor-General of India, 
Lord Willian Bentinck, and a mission was do- 
spatched to obtain these objects, as also to add as 
much as possible to our hitherto scanty knowledge 
of the river Indus and Sindh. This mission, sup- 
ported by highly capable officers, was under the 
general direction of Lient.-Colonel (now Sir JTenry) 
Pottinger, and was in every way satisfactory in its 
zesults, In addition to tho treaties obtained, a very 
accurate survey and report of the Indus was made 
(by Liout, de? Tloste), and much valuable informa- 
tion acquired respecting it, and the whole country 
throughout its lower course, A very friendly and 
highly (wvourable impression generally was esta- 
blished; and tho British representative concluded 
the folowing treatios, which it will be scen refer 
more particularly to the advancement of commerce 
than political objects, ‘The only prince mentioned is 
Mir Miad All Khan Talpta: both of his brothers, 
Cilla AM and Kuevwn Alf were dead, and he 
represented the court in ils foreign nllinnees. ‘The 
first of those documents bears date the 20th April, 
1882, of seven articles, signed by Lord Wm, Bentinck 
al Simlul the {9th fume of that year; aud provides 
for the ratifiention of all the former bonds of amity 
between the sintes, and that the same amicable 
alliance shall descend (o the children and successors 
of Mix Mivad ALK, Crom generation to genevation. 
The contracting powers bind themselves not bo 
u 3 
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look with the ayes of covetouemess an the pos 
sessions of the athe, The British govermnons 
FORTIES A pss for the merchants and tradurs of 
Hindostan by the river nnd vouds of Sindh, &e,, 
that Chey may trexpert their goods and men 
chandiga (van, one countey fo anodes and the 
government. of Iydoralad grants Chis request on 
the condilions that no deseription of military stores 
shall be conveyed hy these menus; tht no armed 
boats shall ascend or descend the viver 5 und, 
thirdly, iat no English merchants shall be allowed 
to settle in Sindh, bub having Crmsneted thelr 
Dusiness, shall yetumn to filing On merchants 
wishing to visit Sindh, they shuld obtain a passport 
(vom (he British governments nud intination of such 
having beon granted studl bo made to the Sindhian 
government hy the British representative for thelr 
court, vesiding du (he aadjeining firovines of Cuteh, 
‘That heviug fixed upon verti preper folly and die 
lies lo he levied on merchandiag, the Sindl goyorn 
teub is nob to depart therefor, ov iaeSinse or lessen 
these dutios deapoticoully aud urhitearily, ov to cause 
doluys (o the merchunt by allowing Choir officers to 
vuise jumateriul questions; but having promi: 
gated a fixed seule, that ix to he ndheved to. That 
such former treaties and stipulations between the 
stiles, as do net become altered or modified by the 
present ane, are ta he adhered tos mid hy the 
hlessing of God, ‘no deyintion from them shall ever 
happens” and, lastly, dhe friendly ditercanrse: be- 
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tween the states shall be maintained by the despatch. 
of vakils for the transaction of business or the 
incrense of fviondship, as may he considered neces- 
sary. A supplement to the foregoing alludes to 
the clause respecting the rates to be promulgated 
of tolls and duties, as agreed upon between the 
two states, aud hears date tivo days after the other. 
Tt sets forth that the seale of duties shall be a sub- 
ject of after adjustmont, the Sindhian government 
binding itself to yield to the opinion of the British 
government, should the serle be fixed too high; 
thet the suppression of the predatory tribes who 
annoy the British frontier, and who find a shelter 
in Sindh, is not to be eflected by any one govern- 
ment, and that therefore the British, Sindhian, 
and Joudpty powers shall simultaneously be pat 
forth to effect this object. The Khyrpt branch 
of the Sindhinn government provide, in a twenty 
of its own, Unt they will coincide in whatever 
anmigements may he conghuded hy the Lydor- 
abad ohiofsy and that such arrangements shall be 
equally binding on both. Jn the year 1834, a 
broaty culled the Commercial was concluded con- 
sequent on the previons negotiations, being the 
tovims on which the tolls and tariffs were to be per- 
manently repute; and it was agreed that in 
lien of a duty on goods proceeding up and down 
the viver Indes, w fixed toll of nineteen rapecs 
per kbiwah of tonnage ou each boat should be 
lovied between the sea and the iver point of 
ud 
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Rie, to he dividesl between Che stites through 
whieh the viver flows, hi the proportion of cight 
popees to Che Sindhian chiety, ant eleven mypces to 
Blawel Khan and Rungit Sing. ‘That the fhxed 
rate shall bo the ahove uineteon rapes per khinwak 
on every hort 5 nnd de she of birgee or sinaller di 
mensions, she is to he rated wt thirty kltewahs; and 
thorefore cach boat of whatever size paid vo hun 
dred and forty Tattel rupees of (he above to the 
Sindhinn gavermnent; auc said Coll wes to he levied 
al the month of the river, where (he cargoes were 
transferred from the sen to the river honts. And 
for the etter settlement and adjusting of auy dit 
foronces which may arise, ts iso to vealise the 
yates to he levied, tt was agrood Chat a British 
agent (not a Mnropenn), under the anthorily of 
Colonel Pottinger, shold reside at the mouth of 
the river: but the British govarmuent is responsible 
that such agent does vet ielerlore ia auy way wile 
the sel or other offivers of Sindh, nov engage in 
trade; the British vepreseutative: tur “he court of 
Sindh having the power, on any ocension requiring 
it, of dopnting one of hiv: assishints to settle any 
discussions which may eevives lastly, should, in the 
cottese of a boat’s passage wp or town the siver, any 
of hor cargo be landed tor sale, the viver toll dovs 
nob exemple said goods {rom paying: Che regulated 
thities of the country, Dut is merely applicable to 
increhaudise so long as it conduned an hourd the 
bons th the river, 
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We now take leave of treaties for a time, it 
having been necessary to introduce these docu- 
ments Lo show the peculiar nature of our negotia- 
tions with the Sindhian government, and to prove 
how decidedly jealous those chiefs were of our 
obiaining my permanent footing in their terri- 
tories. liven the commercial objects here set forth 
wore only obtained by intense labour and wnde- 
viating patience on the part of the British repre- 
gontalive; and to his diplomatic talents and un- 
swerving consistency alone are to be attributed the 
advantages which prospectively were to result from 
opening the Indus on # more liberal scale to the 
merchant than that hitherto pursued. A primary 
clause was always introduced that no European 
should reside in the country; and, subsequently, 
when in {886 « highly intelligent native agent 
was stationed on the Indus, the amirs rendered 
his situation so unpleasant, and so completely de- 
feated his influence, that the trial ended in disap- 
pointmont, Md. he was withdrawn. 

Tn the order of time the Voyage of Lieut. (Sir 
Alexander) Burnes np the Indus in 1880, with 
presents {vom the King of [ngland to the Rajah of 
Lahore, Kungit Sing, should havo been previously 
introduced. A clear statement of the various occur- 
yenees comneeled with that journey is given in the 
third volrume of that lamented officer's travels; and. 
the reports which he there drew up of the Indus, and 
the countries in and beyond it, appear to have in- 
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ducod the British government (o look with inevoaged 
anxiety to the establishanent of a commeretal in. 
fuonce in that direction, viewiug the opentug of 
the river to the merchant as a primary step. At 
striking proof of the utterly rude state of the 
Sindhian court, evens al that, period, coupled. with 
tho vanal mmomnd of slistinst, wos piven in tho fret 
that the amivs and all about Chem considoved tho 
large cases conveyed hy Lieut. Burnes, whieh eon. 
tained the presents, (a carrhige, &e.) or Runfit Sing, 
as actually to contain some mysterious power which 
was to overtaun ull opposition, and take dhe coutry 
by force whenever required! Tho sane jewlousy and 
distvust marked the conduct of the Sindhinn du. 
bar on Unb oveasion 5 and il was auly alter vexa 
tious delays, Hhreatenings, wud entreaties, that the 
expotlition was allowed to proceed through the ter- 
stories ancl up (he viver, 

Thus, in Leet, Cha date of tha last couneretal 
trouty fixing the folly te be levied for the navigne 
tion of the river, the British goverment lad ef 
fected its longecherished oljewt of binding: the 
Sindhion chiety by Qentios providing for [rey inter 
course fo the merchant through Chet teveilortes 
hy meuns of the Indias aud, ia View ef dhe on 
pricions and arbitrary cities previously levied, eo 
fining (he smn within certain Himitations, which, 
though still very bigh, wore yet preferalde to the 
old mid nucertain system of things, — Gnpertant 
results were looked for from this slop dit advance; 
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and the grent road which nature has so obviously 
provided ta the vast countries beyond the Indus 
was considered to be again opened to the commerce 
and intercourse of Asia and Europe. Political ob- 
jects do nob appear to have lad any place in the 
views of govevimient at that timo; and we stood 
simply in the relation of friends with the Sindh 
amivs, they only binding themselves not to adinit 
a foreign power into their territories, and to keep 
up friendly relations by the interchange of vakils 
or messengers—a form adopted in the Mast as ex- 
pressive of mnicablo fecling, We had no direct 
representative wt the Sindhian court; but the resi« 
dont in the neighbouring province of Cutch was 
empowered to conduct all corvespondence between 
the slates, and occnpiod the position of agent for 
the Governor-General in the affairs of Sindh. 

Tho commercitl prospects on the Indus do not 
appear to have been so bright as was anticipated 
from the commercial treaties of 1832 and 1884, 
in conseqnenee, probably, of the still very high rate 
of olls chavped, but which were fixed at tie lowest 
to which the chiefy would submit, There appears 
also 10 have been a want of confidence and security 
io the merchant. The upper part of the river be- 
yond the Sindhian tervilovies was much infested 
by the predatory twibe of Muzavis, who rendered 
tho navigation very unsafe. But from whatever 
cause ib arose, il is certain that the impetus looked 
for as Cho result of ow negotiation was not given, 
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and there was Vite tnerenve to commerce, ale 
though Runjit Sing, with his ust energy and 
spirit, seb a fiverable osmaple, hy lespat ching a 
velnuble favestinent af shawls, ad other merchant 
dise, from the Punjatl te Bombay hy way off the 
Indus. In the menn fine, adil Caether exertions 
vere made by the British anthoritios to carry out 
the object and tn (885 Colonel Pottinger had 
succeeded in obtnining, with grout dillenlty, from 
the mins, 0 8 Carthor permission (a stevey the 
sea const of Siudh, and Delon of the Indus, ‘Totally 
unprepared Co rekuowledpe (he expediency of this 
measure, the Sindbian chiels, us sil, enyployed 
every possible artifice mid exenao Co defoat iG, but 
the point was at length cnerded, iad a steum-hoat, 
moreover, for the first time, despitelied to (lie ecles 
brated river, ‘Mis was Che private properly of a 
Mogul merchaut of Bombay, Aga Mahomed Mahim, 
whose extensive (raunsnetions on the Jmuks of the 
Indus Tad indeed him ta inake this decided 
advance towards its ediciont navigation. Cents, 
Carles and Wood, two highly eMeiont olieers, 
were appointed fo survey nud report on the whole 
of the lower course of the vivers aud ducing a vistt 
to the Amirs in his way to Cabiil, in 1886, Captain 
Burnes was requested by Then to connnission trom 
tho govermment astenmer simile (o that belouging 
to the Mogul merchant, lieing the first they had 
ever seen, though they had previously hoard that 
with the British sneli things were practicable, (hough 


rHAp. WL ON SINDIL 801 


they doubted it, Au Indus steam uavigation 
company was about this period formed in England, 
and an agent despatched to Bombay to settle pre- 
Rininaries; bub nothing was effected: the want of 
any sccurily to the merchant, particularly forcign- 
ers, beyond the mere promises of the chiefs, was a 
sovious hupediment to such an undertaking; yet 
in this, as in all other things connected with the 
Indus trade, loo auch enthusiasm and speculation 
were evinced at first, and suceeded by total apathy : 
for, subsequently, when maticrs were on a more 
secure fooling, and other impediments of various 
kinds removed, the mercantile community were 
perfectly ineri, and did nothing on a point where 
they before erved in the opposite extreme, 

Ruyjit Sing having, a short timo subsequently 
to this, showed strong intentions of making a 
dash al Shikuxpiv, as so conveniently situated 
on his southeme frontier, that he could not avoid 
coveling ib as wut appropriate addition to the places 
ho had alvemly usurped from Sindh, and anoxed 
to his own dominions; but the British government, 
on being appealed to by the Amirs, stepped in to 
prevent this violence, and saved the city from the 
Maharaja's rapacily. 

Up to this period, 1838, the slate of affairs in 
Sindh had Int slightly altered the objects so assi- 
duously sought after, of opening the navigation of 
the viver, obtaining every accurate information 
respecting its peculiarities, in detailed surveys, on 
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the inost elaborate mit eorreet plu (though the 
nature of the river as hofore alluded to wulified 
their practical value), aud providing a cevtain do. 
gree of seourity to Che merchant, had been effected 
by mews only of the talents and ext rmordinery on 
duvance of Ghose who have since proved Chee yalig 
as diplomatists in more weigh! y mations, suill wag 
the jonlousy and suspicion of the Sindhian chiofs, 
as to our veul views, Int little removed; and the 
intercourse bebween the British goverment and 
tho Amivs was yot marked by doubt and want of 
faith on the part of the chic, ‘The former 
Governor-General of Trudia, Lord William Bentinck, 
attached the very highest Anpertanee to the nevis 
gation of the Indus, and was fully aware of the 
conmercial atvantiges which it prospectively 
opened; nor was lis successor less alive to these 
also; oyery exorlion being made hy both, to place 
matters on that seee mul liberal footing to the 
merchant, and indwea in the chict a feeling of 
confidence in the fitegrity of or intentions, as 
uninfluenced by mnbitious motives; which wore 
alike indisponsuble to the furtherance of the ends 
proposed. ‘Trade, as before observed, however, by 
way of the Indus, did net progress; the Amirs, 
though on friendly tems, were by no means cor: 
dink; and mutters remained in a torpid siate (polls 
tically and commoreially) until, ab the lust date, 
events oveurred in Cuil whieh gave rise to 
extensive warlike preparations for the counteies 
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beyond the Indus, and Sindh became unexpectedly 
involved. in those momentous political questions 
which have been of unparalleled importance, and 
Traught with fearful interest during the last four 
yews. ‘The new position which Sindh hereafter 
oceupicd has now to be described, with the events 
which immediately led to it. 
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CHAT. XVI. 


Caubill Campaign of 1888,- Bombay Army huids in Sind 
Promises of Chielk to provide Supplies an) Carthige— Eva. 
aton of Promisor -— Detention af ‘Proups in vonsequenca— 
Reserve Fores stationed in Sindh, Conditions imposed on 
Anira of Tiydernbad,-- Treaty with Khyrpin -oumination 
of Hirst Caubdl Campaign. Convilintary Measures adopted 
to Sindh Ainiva by British: Representatives ‘Tranquillity of 
Sindh,—Onthronk of Kiln Redetiion, — AlGantion in Bol 
tienl Control of Sindh, — Ulateigues in Mhyvptie Wamily, 
Proposed ‘Transfer of Shikarpiie. — Ctntvopho at Crubal 
Poaceablo Dement af Shull Chieti, —~ Conceal Naplor 
assumes Conmand of Peaopa in Shall mul Biliehiatan, 


‘Tos movement of a hirge foree of the Bengal amy 
from the northern pravinees towards the Bolan 
Pass, and through a portion of (ia Sindhian tev 
ritorics, in the atta of TR8X, wad accompanied 
by the simultaneous digpateh of a body of troops 
from Bombay, whieh were to hid at the mouths of 
the Indus, and ascent the river's western bank, 
midi a fonction was efleeted with tho mak column, 
and hoth were then destined (o accompany Shah 
Shijeh in his trhunphal march to hiv restored 
throne of Guidi With the events of dit can- 
paign we hove nothing fo do, beyond such as were 
intimately canmected with Sindly andl tis polities ; 
but as the ehiefs of that. country beeume suddenly 
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involved in the gencval policy of the north-west, 2 
rapid glance at passing events, which, though dis- 
tant, still influenced their position, and told imme- 
diately on theiv interests, will occasionally require 
to be taken, even at the visk of alluding to those 
topies which, it is feared, have been too much dis- 
cussed already, 

In December of the above year, the whole of the 
Bombay force under the comnander-in-chicf of the 
army, Sir John Keane, landed at the [Eyjamri mouth 
of the Deltr, where it was detuined for nearly 
twenty days, in consequence of the total want. of 
carriage in eumels and boats, attributable to the 
obslaclos thrown in the way of supplying both by 
the Sindhian durbavs. Colonel Pottinger had for 
some time previous lo the arrival of these troops 
been in actual ablendance at Hyderabad, for the 
purpose of making preliminary arrangements, and 
securing (he necessary supplies from the chieds, 
The Amirs had promised all that was required of 
them; which consisted simply in a sale passage 
thvough their lerritories fo our troops, such sup- 
plies in grain, cattle, &e. as were requisite, and 
which their country afforded; a fair rate of remu- 
neralion, aceording lo established usages, being 
paid for every thing used or consumed, and the 
most sutisinelory guarantee that no molestation 
would be permitted by our troops to the country or 
its people. Long and intimately acquainted as the 


Amis were with Colonel Pottinger, it secins ex- 
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traordipary, wad is only to be accounted for from 
their childish distrust, chat: Chey did not fool fully 
satisfied, if nob with orm national poo faith, at least 
with that gentleman's assurances, for they had, tf 
veperdtod. Tustatcesy reaped (he Lull henetic af his 
generous interposition in behalf of their iulerests, 
and knew how sludionsly he adhered on all occas 
sions to the most Willing polite of negotiation 5 yes, 
ju defianee of this, the Ifyderabul Auivs com 
menced with abunduat professions of doing all that 
was voqttived of (hem (and that was not mach), but, 
incited by their usual system of double-dealing, 
and the instigations of those rbout Chem, ended by 
throwing such continued, though noseen, obstacles 
in the way, that our troops were deluyed for the 
period above mentioned, und ata evitien! moment 
found that to (rusk to Sindhiwe promises was to 
place the forties of Che war in Cie most serions 
jeopardy. The Kinvkurs throughout tho country 
had striet orders to yield nothings mad at Karvachi, 
where w large quantity of eamels were promised to 
bo kept ti veadiness, they were withheld, and only 
aiven up hy thrents of force, The conduct, in 
short, of the Sindh duebar on this oeension was 
flagrantly bad, if viewed after the promises. they 
had so profusely given of (elendship aud. assixtanee, 
The teuth is, as wo shall have ovcusion Lo mention, 
they disliked from the Hirst our ineking a road 
through their terrilovies, and only did not deny it ab 
once, when demanded, from the fear of ineurring our 
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displeasure. An opon avowal would have been 
more honest, Int the character of the Sindh ‘court 
rendered it impracticable. Jé is doubtful if they 
“wove inatignted by any other power to behave so 
badly. Shah Shiijjah was no friend of the Sindh 
chiefs; aud ¢his, coupled with fear and suspicion, 
appear to have been the principal incentives to the 
extraordinary conduet pursued. 

From. this period, therefore, it became absolutely 
necessury lo adopt a different course, and to de- 
mand as a vight thet which was refused ag a 
favour, By extraordinary exertions on the part 
of individual oflicers*, carviage and supplies were 
at length procured, Shir Mahomed of Mirptr 
had forcibly detained a large quantity of camels 
despatched for the use of the army from Cutch, 
though his miseuided opposition was perhaps casicr 
to be dentt with than tho false friendship of his 
brother chiefs, who had not the courage to openly 
decluve hostility, but displayed the meanest shifts 
do conceal it, Thus with grent difficulty the 
troops venched ‘Tattnh, and there, after another 
prolonged lal of some days, during which va- 
nots mensnges passed between the British political 
authorities and the Arnivs, the army was again 
pué in motion, fr the mean time the Sindhian 
chiefs’ demennour laut become so hostile, and they 
had proved themselves so little entitled to any 
but a decided course of (veatment, that a reserve 


Particularly Captain Outram, 
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forse was desputelod fron Bombay, to he sta 
tioned in Sindh, and te forme aw basis tor the traps 
in advance, by keeping the Anivs in check, and 
Kavrnehi was fixed upon ois the pofit of dobnrka.’ 
tion. Some slight opposition shown to this moves 
mont byw Biltichi guard stifioned at Mort Mamta, 
enlled for a Dvisk cammomide from the admirals 
ship protecting the luuling of the Croops, nud the 
place was soon in the possession of the British, 
The peaceable inhabitats disclaimed all partici. 
pation in hostilities, and the town was therefore 
spared. The place was at Cte clispasnt of (ho Bits 
lish govermment; but it generously refused to take 
advantage of the opportinity, demeuling ouly a 
Nght to loente tht troops, and to proseente its 
objects of landing miliary aud adie supplios duty 
free, “Lhe Biltichis, moreover, averred, that being 
directed to hold the fort agiiust us as a point of 
honon, they felt hound to nutke a demonstration 
of so doing, though (hey laud thirtye(wa pound 
shot tired Crom a seventyfour, sitel umnecoun table 
visitors, Cit one om two were sent by enmels (a 
Hyderabad, ax proofs of the utter inutility of ate 
tempting fo oppose sucht utissiles £ A detachment 
of the Bengal amy way at tho same tine ordered 
to mmreh dawn the river on Uyderubad, to cos 
operate with the Bombay troops, who expected 
to have to vedaee (hut fort, now strongly gnrel 
soned by w large body of Biltiehis, who werd clas 
morous for wiry and were using every menns to 
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dvive the Amirs to that ultimatum rather than 
accede to Lhe terms offered them, as a consequence 
of thei opposition to onr veasonable demands, 
conpled with decided proofs of treachery whilst 
allied {o us as friends. Letters were intercepted 
to the Persian court, calling for assistance in 
making the cause one of Islam, and aiding the 
Amivs to drive us out of their country. 

On the LOth of February, 1889, the Bombay army 
resumed its march beyond Ifyderabad. ‘The fol- 
lowing stipulations, after the usual quantity of 
delays and subterfuges, having been at length agreed 
to by the Amirs, 

Jlere, however, it should be remarked, that 
throughout the whole period of the British connee- 
tion with Sindh, the two decidedly obvious justifiable 
emuses for quarrel with its chiefs were the expulsion 
and violent conduct of the Talptirs towards Mr. 
Grow, (he British veproscutative, and the events now 
detailed, Jp the latler case nothing but the urgent 
necessity for the omverd march of our troops to 
Caubtil, at a season of the year when every day 
Deemne of the pretest importance, and the extreme 
genevosity with which the government of India was 
then disposed to brent Uhem, saved Lyderabad from 
a siege, the result. of which must have been at once 
fatal to the Amirs as rulers. Their distrnst, jealousy, 
wrechery, and false dealing, with a Hberal power 
who met thom on all occasions with consideration 
and forbearance, appear to haye then, if ever, merited 

x3 
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punishments hed there heen the slightest inelination 
to tnlliet it, Mir Sobhilae was) (he only exvoption 
to the goneral filse couduet pursnedty and his ad, 
hevenee procured him the exemptions from tibate 
justly imposed on the other. A prool’ of the 
weetahedly cisteusd(td: footings at (he Arnie towards 
us wos strikingly efieitead on the ueeasion of av visit 
to their chuvbur by the British oficers deputed to 
present the propased Creaty: thu sword af! one be- 
coming entangled driving the conference, ho tried to 
disengage it; whereupon the Amir who was seated 
opposite, holding his shield before him, disengaged 
his swor-hknot whieh coined the handle to the 
sheath, being prepared to vesiat the violenes which 
he actually dnagiued a British officer meditated to 
his porsou in handling his aword, though the Amir 
was sented in full durbar, surrounded hy hundreds 
of followers! The stipulations were, fivat, the 
payment down alu portion of the sane at) dveulys 
theee Jaca of rupees (280,0004), fo he dotrayed 
to Slut Shijah ia commurtation of all arrears 
of tribute due to the Cail theone, whieh, if 
clahnable, would Tite sameunted to double that 
sum, and remission of all Catire payienis on the 
seme aecouul A definite and final treaty of fetond- 
ship with the Urilish government, al’ whish the 
latter were the principal stipulations; a reyiston of 
all former treaties in eongequened Of late events; 
lasting friendship between the Eonouuble Mast 
fidin Company and the Ainine af Uyderabad; a 
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British force to be stationed in Sindh, to the west- 
ward of the river 5 places to be allowed for its can- 
tonments, and it was not intended to execed 5000 
mon; three of the four Amirs (Nix Mahomed, 
Nasir Khan, and Mir Mahomed) to pay one lac of 
rupees (10,0004) cach amually, in part of the ex- 
ponses of the British force ; Mir Sobhdar (in con- 
sequence of his undeviating attachment to the Bri- 
tish interests) was exempted from this charge. ‘The 
British government guarantees tho possessions of 
the Sindh Amirs from all aggressions. The Amirs 
do rue absolutely in their respective possessions, 
and tho British government to abstain from any 
interference in their jurisdiction, or listen to or en- 
couraze complaints against the Amirs from their 
own. subjects. In case of differences between the 
four Amirs, the British representative in Sindh 
shall mediate between them. In ease of the sub- 
jects of one Amir committing aggressions on the 
territories of nother, assistance shal be rendered 
to repair or restrain the same, in case of the Amir 
professing his inability lo do so, ‘The Amirs will 
not enter Into negotiation with foreign courts, un- 
less with the sanction of the British government. 
The British government will co-operate with the 
Sindh Amirs for the purposes of defence, the latter 
being in stich cases subordinate to the former. The 
Company's rupee is legalised in the Sindh terrt- 
tories: if the British Government coins moucy in 
Sindh of equal value to the currency of the country, 
x4 
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the Armies sholl recvive aeipnary an (he sine, All 
tolls on Crading boats: passing up und down the 
viver within the Sindh lerritorios nove Abolished: by 
in case of merchandise being landed from suelt 
bouts for sale Coneoptings suchas ave intended fop 
British troops) shall pay the usual duties of the 
country. Coodsmay be landed at (he urouths of the 
Tndus, wid kept there in hond withant payment of 
duly, ‘This treaty is binding on bath Jrurtiog, and 
their snecessors, for overs all former stipulations not 
rescinded being in (ill fore, 

Ratifted hy the Right Honourable fieorra Lord 
Auckland, G0, 2B. Govermom(oneral ol” India, on 
the Eth of Maveh, 1889, 


The gurrantee off Independence here is ay new 
fonture in the position of the Siudhian dushurs fow 
hitherto it was beyond aw doubt a (rilauary to the 
Gault! throne, though it had fou evaded the 
uwknowledlement, not had it hoon demanded, Sindh 
paid & vominal respect hy the despatch of yulils 
und inlovelame of Thowsiees of fienedshty to the 
Burukaye chiety, as alse to the vilers of the Punjarh 
and Bhawalpiir, but othing more, 

The subject of (heiy BELG preserves, or Shiker- 
auhs, was not intradiecdl in the froutios, Dut the 
Most formal aysumnnees were given that they should 
he unmolested; and orders were necordingly issned 
fo ont troops and followers (heoughont the county 
to prevent amy infvingement of the seme. Tp 
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closing this part of the subject, the last treaty but 
one which has to be allided to, it should, in justice 
to the Antirs, he observed, that thoy did not seek 
our allianee, though we did theirs; and that any 
promises or professions which a weaker power may 
make to a stronger must he held as the result of an 
influence which does not admit of candid opinion, 
It is trae we asked for little, and as professed friends 
they could have no just cause lo deny our requests; 
but as possensors of a country, they had as much 
right to vefusc us ® passage through it as an 
individual would have to refuse a thoroughfare 
through his estate: they were open to punishment 
for breach of promise; but the question may yet 
arise how far that promise was binding, under the 
peculiar circumstances of the case, At last they 
openly declared that they did not want our con- 
nection, and that, so far from considering it an ad- 
vantage, they looked upon us “as a pestilence in 
the land.” This was, in short, theix eandid opinion, 
whon it could no longer be couceuled. 

A similar (realy to the ubovo, except thet pay- 
ment of subsidy was omitted, was previously con- 
cluded with the Klyrpix Amirs by Sir Alexander 
Brunes, and the fortress of Bukkur, and right of 
establishing a force on the opposite bank of the 
viver in Upper Sindh, conceded, 

Instiguied by the Persian family before alluded 
to, the Ifyderabad Amirs, in the course of a few 
mouths, despatched Ismael Shah, then very infirm, 
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to Stluh, to appeal to Che heal of povernment 
against this treaty 5 but the old aman was token 
i, and vetummed ody to dies Chey dtd not sign 
the ratified treaty GU some inonthis alter it had 
heen sent to them for that purpose, Subsequent to 
this Shir Mahomed of Mirptir requested, notyith. 
stunding his previous opposition even to hostility, 
to be admittad (o a trouty with the Retdsh govern 
mont, aud was allowed, ona payment of hull a lao 
(5000/,) yearly, lo participation of the tenns 
granted lo the Uyderaudl Arirs. 

‘The victorious operations of the British aiy in 
Gaubtl, ending tn Che retin al a portion to Tadte, 
al tho beginning of 1840, were cousidaved go. satis. 
factory, and promised such fitiro advantages, that 
tho policy of our goyermuent was particularly di. 
recled to peaceable solutions with the Sindhian 
Auivs, with aw view (a reconcile Chem as much ag 
possible to the conditions whieh Choir own want of 
faith wil folly hed Drought upon them, mud which, 
though light, wore yot galling, particularly inoney 
payments, hoy were atrictly held as indepen: 
dent princess every passihla respect heing paid to 
their rights and prejudices as such. The vesident 
ab the court of Eydermbud, Major Oubran, (10 
officer adinivably adapted to sxneceed Sir [Henry 
Pottinger, and equally liber) in his views,) using 
the inost indefatiguhle exertions (a secure all: the 
commercial adyantuges promised in tha opening of 
the Indus toll-free, aud the freilities to trade which 
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our new position in Sindh go well cnabled us to 
afford; nb the sane time that every effort was made 
ig smooth the jealousy of the Amirs at our presence, 
so long contended against, and the suspicions con- 
steutly arising in the minds of the chiefs and inte- 
rested partics about them, that we were only 
secking for agressive oxonses, under the cloak of 
friendly relations. By that tulent, patience, and 
high bearing which particularly distinguished the 
British representatives al the courts of India, and 
who have hitherto been selected for such high 
responsibilities hy the discrimination of the great 
statesmen usnally ab the head of the Indian execu- 
tive, these objects, the difficulty of which can be 
only understood by those who have had the oppor- 
tunity of experioncing them, were fully obtained, 
The Amivs and their restless feudatorics became 
gradually convineed of our honour and integrity: 
they found, the closer they were brought in contact 
with us, bhi, heir vights wore held as seered, and 
the slightost cneronclunent, even by our own people, 
was instuitly corrected. A inost satisfactory state 
of Granquillity prevailed throughout the country: 
our aleamers, of which we had a small flotilla, were 
allowed to nuviguis the river, nob only unimpeded, 
Tmt with overy assistance ; the Amirs themselves 
occasionally enjoying a trip by these novel Jumpéis, 
and the morchant or traveller, whether British sub- 
ject ov otherwise, Wwaversed the Sindhian territories 
wnnolested, and with the best feeling from every 
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quarter, not excepting the Dildebis, as particularly 
evineed by our troops, If losses ocerprod hy plunder 
or theft in the territories of the Amips, in the 9 
perty of individuals chiming British protection, such 
wero Immadiately made good 5 md, in short, mattorg 
were (hus progressing admirably, and would event. 
ually have terminuted in the realisation of the ol. 
jects sought for, whieh were inducing: a lovling of 
confidence in us, and obtaining, hy slow Int certain 
stops, a Detter system of government int Sindh, 
to which even the Biliehis wonld ullimalely 
have acceded, when allhira in the vorthevess took 
a sudden, Int decidedly hostile, (ris first evinced 
in the breaking out of av serious rebellion at 
Kilt, at the ond of (810, and alates in Sindh 
became totally subservient. to the active warlike 
preparations immediately necosury to the soounily 
of our position beyond it, Durhug the violence of 
the Brahois of Kilt, which ineveased rapidly, and 
ended in the murder of the Reitish ofliewr who 
placed himself in their power, relying: on their good 
faith, and eveuts whieh succeeded Chet vebellion, 
large bodies of our (oops were pushed through the 
Sindhian territories in every direction without the 
slightos( interruption on the part of the Mnirs, 
who, on the contrary, rendered us all the cordial 
assistance in their power by furnishing guides and 
supplics, Had the condnet of these chiets been 
otherwise, ow interest would haye suflered soverely 3 
bub in justice to them it must be recorded, Uat 
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they fully made up on this oceasion for their former 
hotlow professions and want of faith; by a cordial 
co-operalion. Up to Augusl, 1841, matters remained 
ina very vnteanquil stale ab Nilat, and beyond the 
passes generally; hut on the settlement of affairs at 
the former a new arrungement was made, which 
gave the whole political control of Sindh and the 
Kilat tervitories (jointly) lo one authority (Major 
Outrain), whose presence could not thereforebe fixed 
at the Hyderabad court; but this did not make any 
apparent difference in Che demeanour of that durbar, 
which appeared to keep quite aloof from the 
troubles gradually but perceptibly thickening in 
the north-west, and romained quict observers of all 
thatwwas passing, Restless chiefs of the Brahoi tribes 
were suspeclod of holding communications with 
the Amirs, whieh had for object the discomfiture 
of the British; but if such ever took place, they 
were kept quiet. The Upper Sindh or Khyrptir 
fmnily became disturbed with internal dissensions 5 
aud intrigues ab Mir Rdstuin’s court constanlly 
culled for interposition te prevent (he old prince's 
possessions Crom filling a prey to the parties about 
him. Mir Alli Mind, who nearly up to this period 
had kept at a studied distance from British con- 
nection, and remained aloof trom all parties, now 
suddenly adopted snother (one, and claimed the 
interference mud good offices of our government to 
sebtle the points im dispute between him aud his 
brothor Mir Riistum, which principally appertained 
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to boundaries and possession of lands, ‘lhe decision 
was given in the former's favour, and he became at 
once a very warm adherent, foresecing that his 
interests would certainly prosper by such a line of 
policy. Nt Mahomed, the senior Mir, died in 
1841, and the succession of his two sons to their 
father’s possessions and place in the government 
was arranged without any difficulty, though their 
uncle, Nasir Khan, but for the presence of the 
British representative, and the rule which contained 
all appeals in him, would probably havo asserted 
the old established claim to his not admitting the 
equal participation in power of his nephews, 
During the same year, the transfer of the interest 
of the Hyderabad Amirs in the city of Shikarpiy, 
and adjoining lands forming the Moghull{ district 
to the British government, was agitated, in conse- 
quence of the idle delays in the cash payments of 
their tribute by the Amirs, giving rise to discussion, 
and thus opening the door to a breach of amicable 
fecling, in case of the Brilish governmeft considering 
itself obliged to demand these payments punctually, 
according to the letter of the treaty, The shares 
therefore of the three Amirs at Wyderabad, in 
the city of Shikarptir, nmounting to two lacs 
(20,0007.), divided between Mir Nasiv Khan, and 
the two sons of the late Nir Mahomed, were to 
be transferred to the British government, in lieu of 
an equal amount of the tribute or subsidy, accord- 
ing to value ascertained. This measure was dic- 
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tated by the kind consideration of the Inte Go- 
yernor-Goneral of India, in order to prevent the 
slightest. antse of quarrel with chiels who he swell 
fnow would, by heir suspicious, short-sighted 
views, constantly lay themselves open to he visited 
for breach of their agreements, if we were in the 
least degree inclined to insist upon their fulfilment 5 
and was also considered to be highly conducive to 
n better system of government on the part of the 
chiefs of the country, by offering an asyhun to 
their oppressed subjects, nud thus foreing the dur 
bar, by exmnple, tow more liberal policy. Shikar- 
pir being, moreover, of the greatest importance 
commercially, as before explained, and capable of 
becoming, under onr management, of tha highest 
value to the trade of Sindh and countries be« 
yond it, ivory prelinimry neyotiation comiected 
with this measure, whieh, on suggestion, was cor 
dially seconded by the Aimirs themselves, progressed 
satisfholovily, until Lowards ils period of conclusion 
they, as usuil, took tho lum, and used stich sub 
torfuges to evade their promises, (iat ib was wot 
considerad adviseble to insist upon them, particu 
larly nb a time when aliirs ub Candahar and 
Canbul assumed so fenrfil mn aspect as to direct all 
attention to those quarters, Sindhian matters be- 
coming again eoupletely subservient. The chiets 
were lefts as usted in full possession of all their 
righis; and beyond the usuel delays in the payment 
of the subsidy, thero was no ealonsible reason (o 
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complain of their conduct, at a period though, it 
should be remembered, when, if they had shown 
hostile feclmgs they were powerful to do us ma- 
terial injury, if not to have crushed the few troops 
which the urgent calls for forces above the passes 
permitted us to keep in Sindh. Yet, beyond the 
usual petty intrigues which are cssential elements 
of Raster courts, it is not yet publicly announced 
that the Amirs of Sindh flew from their cngage- 
ments at a time, moreover, when ull Tndia was 
anxiously looked to as likely to catch the spark of 
rebellion, and strike a blow when it was thought 
we were too weak to ward it off. There seems, 
indeed, to be every reason for concluding that aftor 
the last treaty of 1839 the Amirs had given up all 
idea of opposing our power, which they contem- 
plated as irresistible ; and being in the position of 
independent princes, with a guarantee for the ces- 
sation of all future tribute to the Caubiil throne, 
they probably began to look wpon the amount. of 
subsidy (though they detested cash piyments) as 
trifling compared to the advantages possessed, To 
the British government it was obviously au cnormous 
additional expense in troops and moncy, holding 
country like Sindh for prospective henefils only. The 
steam flotilla maintained on the ulus might cost 
nearly one half of the subsidy alone, and a native 
yegiment in garrison would consume the other 
half; whereas in Sindh we had seldom less than 
six, with artillery and a Turopean corps, and con- 
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stant contingent expenses of all departments, whee 
ther civil or military. 

The fearful cntastrophe of Caudiil at length ar- 
rived ; and it as well as the subsequent events are 
too well known to be alluded to, Up to 1812, the 
affairs of Sindh continued in precisely the sune 
peaceable demeanour as heretofore. The chiefs 
scemed to have become nearly reconciled to ws and 
our presence, and the country was partienhuly 
tranquil, and internally secure from molestation ; 
every necessary precuntion being taken hy the po- 
litical subordinates lo whom the duty was entrusted 
of removing every exciting cause as much as poss 
sible at a distance from a fiercely bigotted Muho- 
medan people, who would have been soou inetted 
to make the Afghan cause av comnon ove for their 
faith alone, to which there ean be no doubt they 
wore strongly demptled by every argument used on 
sich occusions by the disnfected, and whieh to 
resist amounts almost to apostrey from the trae 
faith, i anily diseords ab both courts, [Tycermaul 
and Khyzpitt, called for occasional interferonee ; 
and ab tho latter it became apparent (hab some 
decided steps would be required to consolidate the 
fomily possessions, wid a direct head to be nomi- 
nated and supported by the British government, or 
the whole would, at the denth of Mir Rusia, have 
fallon into confusion and anarchy, Alli Mitead at the 
same time probably sparing no exertion to inerense 
tho troubles of his unfortunate elder brother, hy 
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denouncing him for acts of which he was only ve- 
sponsible as the tool of those about him, looking 
forward to the day when he should obtain his am. 
bitious views, and be made the Chief or Rais of the 
Khyrptr branch of the Talptir fmnily—an event 
which occurred even sooner than ho anticipated, 

,, The Uindk and peaceable class of the Sindhian 
subjects profited generally, and some of them par- 
ticularly, from our presence in the country. The 
large sums expended by our troops, and the con- 
stant calls for the supplies of these and the armies 
in advance for a period of four years, diffused », 
large amount of capital into the country; and the 
Amirs themselves shared the profits, in the increased 
value of their collections in kind, grain being at a 
high value, proportionate to the constant demand. 
The Bilichi influence was, it is truce, rather weak- 
ened in the guarantee given to their feudal heads, of 
a power independent of their fendatories ; but the 
Jahgirs, and immunities of the latter being unmo- 
lested, they had the main object of their views, and 
were, like the Amirs themselves, becoming’ daily 
more habituated to our position nmongst them, 
though they had long looked upon it as the point 
of all others fraught with the greatest danger to 
their interests, 

In this state of the country, and its politics gene- 
rally, the armies withdrew from above the passes, 
and all further connection with Central Asia ceased, 
Bilichistan and Kilat were left with a treaty just 
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signed, which secured the constant friendship wid 
protection of the British goyermnent to the young 
prince, the son of Mihrab Khun (who, it will he 
remembered, (oll defending his capital against (he 
assault of the British troops in 1889,) and orn poli- 
tical and military position was deelured to ho to 
the castiward of Uie Indus, within the Hratts whieh 
nature had assigned to our Tncian empire.” A 
gvent alteration was ub once made in the direction 
of Sindhian political intoresis by the appointment ot 
that gallant and distinguished soldier Sir Charles 
Napior, to the sole authovi(y, military and polifient, 
over all the territories of the Lower Indus; and all 
former arrangements for their acdininistration wore 
superseded, and declared mull end void. his ovent 
brings us np to the period of Oeloher, 1842, 
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CHAP. XVII. 


News how collected from Indian Durbars,— Withdrawal of 
Troops from Affghanistan,—Consequent Attontion to the Af 
fairs of Sindh, —Now Treaty proffered to the Amins,—British 
Troops march towards Capitals.— Mir Reistum, flies to the 
Desert. —Major Outram returns to Sindh,——Brings Mir Riis 
tum to General Napier. —Principal Obstacles to Ratification of 
Trenty.—Extra Demands,—Delay in signing ‘Treaty, — 
Signed under peculiar Expectations.—Brilish Ropresonta- 
tive’s Life seved.— Attack on tho Agency. —Battle of Minni, 
—Surronder of Amivs.—Capture of Treasura,—Battle of 
Duppa, and Defeat of Shir Muahomed.-—Sindh declared a 
British Possession, —Amirs arrive as Prisoners at Bombay, 
— Alli Mtrad’s Position. 


In the Enst those affairs which ave interesting to a 
whole country are not long kept secret; the native 
news promulgators and coteries where discussions 
arise on all such topics are fortile agents for dis- 
seminating intelligence; nor is it strange that these 
parties have generally pretty correct information, 
In the succeeding narrative of tho Inte important 
events in Sindh most of the particulars are derived 
from native authorities on the spot, who were pre- 
sent at the durbars, and know the feclings of the 
chiefs, particularly as respects those treaties and 
conditions proposed to the Amirs which have not 
yet been put forth as public documents, though 
their purport is well known, and has been elsewhere 
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fully discussed. The other events ave mutters of 
every-day history, military operations being pub 
lished in Indian government imanifestos, and the 
stirring incidents conneeted with them being known 
to all. 

The state of alfnirs in Sindh up to the lust period 
alluded to (October, £842,) had appenred to he 
particularly quiet, and, with trifling exceptions, 
satisfactory, though it was generally considered by 
those whose long experience entitled it to vespest, 
that cortain alterations would be made in our 
Sindhian sreangements to secure the greater sul 
vantages vequived in the navigation of Che Tredtis, 
some modification of transit datios, and other fsceul 
impediments to trade, ay well as the opportunity 
for commencing the introduction of a better omer 
of govermment in the country generally, by este 
blishing « closer interference in ils alteivs, There 
was also a distant allusion to certain intrigues suid 
to have been carried on by the Aiirs inimienl to 
our interest @iring the Caubiil disastors, Lowever, 
on the votum of the British Groops front beyoud 
the Afghan passes, the alairs of Sindh mul the 
wholo Indus frontier appewr (o lave altraelod the 
particular attontion of government 5 for certain 
conditions were soon after proposed (o the Amivs, 
which were wnexpected, aud to which they could 
not readily accuicses. ‘The now Qreaty Chis pro 
sented to the Talptie chiok, generally inchuling 
both the Khyrpiiy and Uyderabad fiuilies, wis 

xy 8 


826 PURSONAL OBSERVATIONS Conar, xvi. 


considered to have for its leading features as an 
ultimatum, and in supereession of all former ar- 
rangements, though why docs not yeb appear, the 
cegsion in perpetuity of the lowns of Kavracht, 
Tattab, Sukkur, Bukkur, ond Rort, with a strip of 
land on each bank of the river ;—the abolition of all 
tolls and transit dutics of every kind throughout 
the Sindhian territories, and the giving over to 
the neighbourimg chief of Bhawealpir the whole 
of the Khyrpir territory eastward of the river, 
from Rorf to Subzutkdt, including those places, 
on condition of his also annulling all imposts on 
trade by the river through his territories, It will 
be seen that these measures were not calculated to 
be palatable to the Sindhian chiefs; for independent 
of the loss of revenue which the cession of such im- 
portant territories as these must have occasioned, 
a portion being made over to a foreign and 
inferior power, the dignity of the whole Biltch 
faction was most vitelly assailed; whilst a most 
important point to the Amirs was at ugth decided 
against them in the infringemont of their game pro- 
serves, an immediate result of our taking territory 
on both banks of the river, Tho abolition of the 
transit duties was an inferior question, and would 
have come in probably with othors which it is 
supposed were to be mooted, for the still further 
advancement of tradc, and other alterations, which 
were required to improve our relations with Sindh’ 
generally, before alluded to. 
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Tittle time was permitted the Amirs to discuss 
the merits of the new propositions; for a body of 
troops, undor the gallant general, Sir Charles 
Napicr, was in the ficld, and a march on the 
capitals was intimated, in case of any delay or ox 
cuses in signing the treaties previously tranamilded 
to the chiofs for that, purpose. Major Outram, the 
late chiof political authority, had left the country, 
purstiant to the arrangements previously noticed, 
which placed the whole of Sindhian affairs under 
military control; but in the process of negotiations, 
the peculiar intricacies of the polities of the country 
were fond to require the presence of an experi- 
enced hend, and. that officer was suddenly recalled 
from Bombay, and formd himself on the 4th of 
January in the General's camp, seconding his ex- 
ertions to save the effusion of blood, by bringing 
the chicks to subinib to the berms imposed, against 
which there wad no appeal Imt to arms, wid to this 
the Amira wero at that time considered (to he 
preparing, “Mir Rristam Khan, of Khyrpin, with 
his sons and nephews, had fled from his capital on 
the advance of the troops, aud was suid to have 
entvonched himself in a sinall fort in the desert, 
called Imameuy, distant ahont 100 miles. Thidher 
the Gonoral, with a light dotachment, consisting af 
800 ncn of her Majesty's 22d foot, mounted 
on camels. = LO0 irvoptilar horse and ive guns 
proceeded ; but on areival found the plies de 
sorted, though strongly fortified, und if defended, 

ya 
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might have offored a formidable resistance. Of a 
Jarge supply of gunpowder, 15,000 Ibs., part was 
employed in blowing up the fortifications, and the 
rest exploded. On the march of this body, Majot 
Outram procecded alone to the camp of Mir Ris- 
tum, who was in the desert, having fled through fear 
of our intentions, and brought the chief's son and 
nephew without any difficulty to the General’s pre- 
sence. The great obstacles to tho terms imposed on 
the Khyrpir branch of the family must hore be in- 
troduced ; and they appear, from various subsequent 
discussions on the matter, to have been such de- 
mands as may be considered extra to the ultimate 
treaties proposed, and which were considered vitally 
to infringe the rights not only of the Amirs, but 
especially of the Bihichi Jahgirdars and foudatories 
of Upper Sindh, and such as considered as theirs, 
unalterably and inalienably, and to which they 
could not by any arguments be brought to submit, 
even though the Amirs themselves might havo 
consented. These demands are said to have con- 
sisted in making the Mir’s younger brother, Alli 
Mirad, as a reward, itis presumed, for his professed 
attachment to British interests, at once the Fis or 
head of the family, in supevcession of the alder Mir, 
and apportioning one fourth of the possessions of 
the whole of the remaining members of the family, 
seventeen heads of estates, for the maintenance of 
the new head to be thus established. ‘he very ac- 
cession of power and property, to which thore can be 
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no doubt ATi Mvimad had so long and anxiously 
looked, the former of which at Mir Ruistrin’s death 
he might without any dificully have assumed, as 
He would in such case have been equally opposed 
in any attempt to infringe the rights of fendi 
tories, The Jahgirdars of the whole family of 
Khyrpt in such an arrangement were of course 
vitally interested. T¢ deprived them ab once, in 
part if nob the whole, of their possessions, us a 
primary cause of discontent, and, secondly, intor- 
fered, as they imagined, with the preseriptive and. 
long-established order of Uhtugs, in superseding the 
head of a house, by placing a junior, and at no time 
a very popular chief, in his places the previous «le- 
mands having, ié must be remembered, deprived the 
Khyrpdv family of one third of their possessions, 
‘The other arrangements bore ts much on the Lower 
as the Upper Sindh Amirs; wil though unexpected, 
and therefore considored stringent, were yot eapble 
of accommodation, beewuse tho chiots looked to the 
consideratio’ of the British govermnent, aud per- 
haps hmaginod that ullimuely they might modify 
some portions of the conditions whieh were de 
mended. ‘The interference with their Shikmygahs, 
a point of all others on which they had, it will be 
seen, laid so mtteh stress, from our firsl position tn 
the country, was a point of importance priucipally 
to the Lower Sindh Aiivs, whose territory, par 
ticularly on the banks of the rivor, was thickly 
studded with their preserves, the destmetion of 
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which they could not readily he brought to con. 
template. However, it will subsequently appear that 
these and all other considerations, however un- 
popular, were waived, aul the extra demands of 
the Upper Sindh Amirs, or rather Bihichis, was at 
length the only point of difficnliy, which occasioned 
a war, so much to be deplored in its occasioning go 
great a loss of human life. 

The delay in signing the treatics, and acceding 
to all the terms proposed, rendered it necessary, 
pursuant to orders, to make a demonstration on 
Hyderabad, and for this purpose the troops, con- 
sisting only of a small force of 2700 men of all 
arms, continued their march along the eastern bank 
of the river towards that capital. It has boon said 
that the chiefs considered it necessary to save their 
honour with theit brethren, that they should ap- 
pear to be compelled to sign treaties by appealing 
to the march of our troops to enforce it, and that 
they never intended 10 oppose us, but wished to 
appear to act under compulsion, Vo this as it 
may, Major Outram, escorted only by a small 
detachment of 100 men of IT. M.'s 22d, proceeded 
to Iyderabad, and on the 8th of February the 
Amirs of that place subscribed the treaty, those 
of Khyrptr on the 12th. Of what occurred at the 
durbax, the accounts published in the local journals 
are, there is every veason to believe, pretty accurate, 
though official despatches may hereafter disclose 
» more, The Amirs of Lower Sindh appear to have been 
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pound in honour to plead the cause of the Upper 
Sindh members of their family, who had claimed 
their hospitality and intercession, having been 
gont, 10 Ilyderabad to await the arrival of Major 
Outram, and whose Biltichi feudatories were most 
violent in their indignation at the extra terms 
proposed, The later dolays in signing Uho treaties 
avose from an idea of the chiel, that, though 
the Brilish reprosentutive could, in executing the 
difficult and defined negotidtions entrusted to him, 
only assure the chicls that ho was not empowerad 
to make any promises whatever, for he was a mers 
sorvant of the slate, performing wv particular und 
distinct duty, the chicfs would yet receive some 
kind of promise from that gentleman, having first 
acceded to the trenties; that that vet of obediouce 
performed, their representations on the subject of 
the supercession of Miz Reistuan’s claims would yet 
have the allention of higher authority, and i found 
just would bo modified ov rescinded, No nasi 
ances of histubler inability Co make anel pronises 
appewt bo have had any effect; and having sited 
the trentios under this delusion, and yet found thot 
they stood without my promise of vedvoss trom Che 
British representative, who had uo power to make 
such, though they enlreated for the slightest hint 
of one Lo cnible them to disperse the Biltiehis, whe 
would listen to no other argument whilst (roops 
wore advancing on the eapital, the Amirs were 
no longor their own free agents, and Uhity thousand 
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Bilichis cried aloud for conflict. It was on the 
promulgation of the result of their conference with 
the British representative that tho infuriated Bi. 
tichis determined to mmrder him and those whdé 
accompanied him on their return from the Tyder- 
abad durbar; and the lives of these gentlemen 
were saved only by the Amirs themselves directing 
a strong escort of the noblemen of their court and 
their own followers to provide for the safety of 
the party as far as the British residency. On the 
same day, a formal deputation, and subsequently 
up to the 14th, repeated messages weve sent by the 
Amis to the British representative, cntreating him 
to give them the means of dispersing their intractable 
followers by a slight promise, or failing it, to provide 
for the safety of himself and party, as they could not 
prevent the Bilichis from attacking him. Of course 
no promise could be given, though the British 
representative still deferred to depart, as his doing 
so would close the door against accommodation, 
and at once bring on hostilities, which ho was most 
anxious to avoid. At the latter date confidential 
servants were sent from the chiefs individually to 
warn Major Outram of his danger in delaying his 
departure, as they would be foreed by their fol- 
lowers to accompany them in an attack on the 
agency. On the 15th this event took place. The 
published official document, describing the brilliant 
defence of the agency, an enclosed building on the 
eastern bank of the river, by the British ropre- 
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sentative and his small band, against immense 
adds, will be found elsewhore. Major Outram not 
being reinforced, and having performed all the (ask 
assigned him, effected an hononvable retreat, and res 
joined the force under SirCharles Napier; and on the 
17th of February, the General, who by this time hal 
arrived near the capital, finding Ue Amirs of Sindh 
posted at Miani, six miles from Tlyderabad, in the 
dey bed of the Fullali branch of the vivey, mid in 
numbers about taventy-seven thonsand men, with 
fifteen picces of artillery, resolved to attack them, 
notwithstanding their overwhehning manhers of 
nemly ten to one, and a posilion of such strength 
and difficulty, that ouly British troops, headel by 
such a soldier as Sir Charles Napier, could have 
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ventured to assail it, It would be the height of 
presumption to attempt any description of this 
action beyond the admirable official despatch of 
the Geneval*; and it only remains to observe, that 
since Clive’s glorious victory at Plassey there hag 
been nothing achioved by native or Europea 
troops in India at all to compare to it. 

Subsequent to the action, the leading Amirs of 
Khyrpar and Hyderabad surrendered uncondi- 
tionally as prisoners of war, and the fort of Hyder- 
abad was taken possession of by the British troops, 
In it were found all the treasures in specie and 
jewels of the Amiis, said variously to amount to 
about a million sterling. The-Amirs, Mir Mahomed 
and Mir Sobhdar, who were not in action, but 
whose followers were present, were afterwards in- 
cluded in the general treatment, and became pri- 
soners of war, though they claimed protcction as 
refusing to act personally, 

The noble conduct of these chicfs individually 
towards the British representative, whom they had 
long known intimately, and appreciated as he de- 
served, merits particular mention: thoy saved his 
life at the expense of their own interests, and were 
never ceasing in their assurances, that happen. what 
. would, they personally were only the instruments 
in the hands of an infuriated people clamouring 
against what they considered a direct infringement 
of their sacred rights. 


* See Appendix, 
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In other parts of the country attacks were made 
on smull parties of our detached troops, Dit in 
every case wore bravely vepulsed, ‘The unflinch- 
ing courage of a small party of the ith regiment, 
N. 1, under a native oflicer, deserves to he noticed. 
Finding it impossible to sustain their position on 
the bank of the river aguinst the large bodies of 
the enemy, the sepoys betook themselves to a 
boat, and thus for three days sustained the con 
tinued attacks of the enemy in a narrow channel, 
making their way as tide and wind pennittedl, 
until the whole reached camp in anfety, without the 
loss of a nan, but inflicting severe punishment on 
the Bilichis, The native officer, for his noble con. 
duct, was deservedly promoted. A Muropenn oflicer 
and a Parsi merchant were captured on the river, 
and murdered; ut the perpetrators of tho deed 
suifered the punislinent duo to their oxime. 

Thore can seurecly be a greater proof of the 
Amira themselves not intending to proceed to ex« 
tromitios, and being driven by their Bilichis bo 
opposition, than the fuck of their lowing all: they 
property at Ifydorabad, a8 also their finilies, which 
they would othervise have certainly removed to 
their places of refuge, in the fistnesses of the Bh. 
lichi montains to the westward, had their tiith 
in the desert strongholds been wenkened by tho 
destrriction of Dnampur, and also surrendering 
themsolves to the British General the momont their 
troops were dofeated, 
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War being now declared in Sindh, the British: 


detachment which had achieved the overthrow of 
the Amirs’ forces was yet loo wenk to hold the 
city and fort of Hyderabad, and also to susiain the 
whole force of the country, which would bo directed 
against its position at the capital; a reinforcement 
was consequently called for from the troops sta- 
tioned in the upper country at Sukkwr; and on the 
8d of March a regiment of native cavalry, one of 
native infantry, and a troop of Iéuropean horse 
artillery, marched by the castern bank of the river 
towards IIyderabad, which tho force reached on 
the 22d of that month, after having checked an 
attack made by the enemy at a place called Mattari, 
A junction being thus formed with the General, he 
determined to pursue the enemy, who were reported 
to be in great numbers in his neighbourhood, 
under the command of Shir Mahomed of Mirpir, 
a branch of the Talptir family previously noticed, 
Tlaving at length fixed upon a formidable position at 
a village called Duppa, near the [alldli, Sir Charles 
Napicr gave the reinforcing detachment one day’s 
rest, and then informed his troops that the noxt 
day, the 24th of March, he should go in quost of the 
enemy, and attack him wherever ho found him.* 
This was at the place above named, where 20,000 
Biltichis were in position behind two decp trenches, 
consisting of a largor and smaller watercourse, run- 
ning at nearly right angles from the viver (Fallali), 


* For futher particulars, see Appendix. 
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which supported and defended the enemy’s right, 
with cleven guns. The British force amounted to 
about 5000 men, of all arms; and, aftor a desperate 
éngagement — the particulars of which aro given 
in the Gencral’s despatch — the enemy was com- 
pletely defeatod, with great loss, and their leador, 
Shir Mahoined, fled to the desert. The forts of 


mee ae a a 


a 
ae aa ble ie Y, 


we ia gy al 


¢. Sat ieee ~~ anf 
, Wa 
u the, 

WT Metra 
AD vee pycatmn bt eet tat oeyngt Mt toh 


VEN WN pty 


ATaAmyad thn yd 1 wit wren aye 

1 Voy it yaa ay Voutant 
Th yhilaly \atiitaay GQ Wyn Mol ovim Caw t 
WG by Woes Not Mbieaiee vo tae 
VY deh For ad cuvahy tormp yng 


Omarkdt and Mivpir wore afterwards taken pos 
session of by our troops without resistance; and 
thus, in dave decisive und (iercely-coutestod wtions, 
wheroin the Amira of Sindh weve supported by 
their greatest military strength, a complete vietory 
crowned the British arms, though with considernble 
loss in men and officers. The behaviour of the 
General and his gallant Dands on those occasions 
has oxcited the admiration of all; and a sterling 
proof hag been elicited of the unflinching constmey 
% 
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and gallantry of the native troops of India, if ably 
led and stimulated by oxanple. Whilst paying 
this passing tribute to the bravery of our own 
forces, let us not omit the notice duc to the devo? 
tion and gallantry of the “ brave Bilichis,” as Sir 
Charles Napicr generously and honourably calls 
them. The proofs can no longer be wanting that 
they fought as men fighling for intorests dearer to 
them than life; those who fell sealing their dovotion 
to their chiefs with their blood, and, what is to be 
feared as a consequence, the survivors losing all 
that, in the East as elsewhore, venders life worth 
having —station in society, their long-cherished 
prescriptive rights, aid the means of supporting 
themselves and families. 

General Napier being appointed governor as well 
as military commander in Sindh, uominated various 
officers to the duty of collecting (he revenue on and 
after the date of the battle of Miani, up to which ar- 
rears were not lo be demanded; and Sindh, after the 
last engagement, was declared 2 “conquered coun- 
try,” and annexed to the British India possessions 
ag such. 

The fallen Amirs of Sindh, consisting of Mirs 
Nasir Khan, and his nephews, Mirs Shadad Khan 
and TIussein Alli Khan, Mir Mahomed, and Sobh- 
dar, of Hyderabad, and Mirs Riistum Khan, and 
his nephews, Nasir Khan, and Wulli Mahomed 
Khan of Khyrpiir, with others, arrived at Bombay 
in her Majesty's sloop of war Nimrod, on the 19th 
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of April, and every consideration was shown to their 
altered fortunes, by the honourable governor and 
other authorities, ono of the governor's residences 
being appropriated to their reception, A.loeal jour 
nal describes their condition Juis:—“ The Airs, 
being prisoners of stato, are velnined in strict secla- 
sion; they are described as broken-hewrted and miser- 
able mon, maintaining much of the dignity of fallen 
greatness, and without any quevulons or angry 
complainings at this unalleviable source of sorrow, 
refusing to be comforted.” It would be suporfluous 
to add to this description, ‘The Amirs of Sindh 
merit deep sympathy; and those even who were 
opposed to thom in the stern shock of avms will yet 
acknowledge that their file has heen indeed a 
melancholy one. 

Miv AIlt Mtivad may now profit hy the abtach- 
mont he has professed (o British inturests; Inu 
whether his own will Jong vemain flourishing, or 
his adhoronee prove sincere, remains to be seen, 
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CIIAP, XVIL. 


Remarks on the newly created Interest in Sindh,—Charnoter of 
Government,—~Reason of om Iirst Conneetion with Sindh. 
— The Difficulties that attonded our cavly Negotiation with 
the Amirg.—~Settlement of a British Agent in Sindh.— Sot. 
tlement of a British Minister, and Abolishment of Imposts,— 
Proposed Cession of Shikerptir.— Desired Advance of Com- 
mercial Interest.— ‘The real Position of the Population undor 
the Government of tho Amirs.—DProbablo Feelings excited 
among tho Bilichis, —Rosults likely to follow late Evonts,— 
Physical Difficultios conneetud with tho Military Occupation 
of Sindh, — Position of Mir Alli Mtrnd.— General Obserya- 
tions, 


Tux late events which have occurred, to change 
altogether the aspect of affairs in Sindh, possess 
for the public generally « degree of interest which 
induces a retrospect of the past government of the 
country and its effects, as & ncins of being able to 
form something like a correet judgment of what 
will in all probability follow in duo course upon 
the acts that have now teken place, and the po- 
sition in which we as conquerors ave placed. 
Among the exciting interests which until a late 
period occupied public attention as connected with 
our position in, and withdrawal from, Afghanistan, 
Sindh was remembered only as a sort of depdt for 
the materiel of war, a base, as it were, for our 
military operations in advance. Sinea this time, 


NAP. XVII] ON SINDUL BA 


however, its aspect has widely altered: our grasp 
has been Inid wpon its rulers, and its warriors nd 
its people have nominally become subjuyited to 
‘British power; i will therefore bo interesting bo 
inquire what is likely to he the feelings now 
created. 

Tho government of Sindh was of course a per- 
fectly despotic onc, no subject, of whatever rank or 
calling, daring to assinne wright, in opposition to 

- the supreme will of thoir rulors, the Amirs; and the 
result of this condition was, of course, Impoverish- 
mont to the levritory, misery to the poor, fivour- 
itiam towards the unworthy, with ignoruuce, Low, 
and oppression to all. Uf an artisan worked cun- 
ningly and. well, his Inbour was seized, by order of 
a admiring prince 3 if a banker amassed wealth, it 
was speedily fownl thet the royal collers were 
becoming low, and the man of wenlth was com. 
amanded to replenish thom. Tf the fumer's hurts 
were fruitful, he was compelled to stqpport the 
mnilitary retainors of tho court; und Unis was every 
specivs of energy crushed hy tho selfish wud short 
sighted character of the govermnont. Bub Sindh 
differed little in this from ll others, governed, as 
all sonti-barbarous comulries ave, hy despotism; and 
many of the evils under which the people Jahonred 
were as much the eects of their geographical 
position, and vicinity to the desert, as to the op: 
pressions of (he Amirs.  Jfrom (his vomark it must 
be clearly understood that the idea intended to be 
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given is simply, that although oxaction was com- 
mon, the best interests of commerce noglected, 
Sindhian artisans oppressed to pay for the wares of 
the foreign merchant, and agriculture sacrificed +6 
sport, yet that tho government of the Amirs of 
Sindh was not in these respecls worse than might 
be expected from their limited views ; while in 
many respects there was a tolal absenco of the 
fierce, violent, and brutal cruclty often exercised 
by the despot princes of the Kast, whether Mo- 
hamedan or Ilindt. It must be also observed, 
that in the condition of somi-barbarous ignorance 
in which the Sindhian population is, acts which to 
a civilised and enlightened peoplo, cxisting under a 
free government, would appear oppressive and 
terrible to the last degree, had no such terrors for 
the subjects trained and enured (they and their 
fathers) to a despotic rule; while among feudal 
systems, in all countrics, as in Sindh, » warm at-, 
tachment is ever found to exist batween the serf 
and his lord, between the military retainer and his 
prince ; a link which, though sometimes (cli to be 
an iron one, would gall moro in the breaking than 
in the wearing, a fact which association and habit 
can scarcely fail 10 produce. A free people sud- 
denly cursed with a change of masters, and the 
oppressions of a conqueror, as the Tindtis were, by 
the violence of the Moslems, cannot be insensible to 
the tyranny so exercised ; but a people accustomed 
from generation to generation to the same system 
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ave easily reconciled to those instances of uvsh- 
ness which at particular periods press somewhil, 
heavily on cither their tuteresty ov their tran- 
qquillity. 

The prominent feature which first produced in 
the Indian government a desire (o cultivate tho 
alliance of the Amirs of Sindh was the value of the 
river Indus for the purposes of conmerce, in con. 
nection wilh the Sutlij; and, therefore, wheu the 
first treaty with the Amirs of Sindh was ratified, 
in 1809, a friendly (ecling was also sought to 
be established with the ruler of Bluwulptiv, asa 
means of throwing open the rivers bo the merchants 
of Central Asia and of TTindostan We adymeeid 
but slowly, however; and the first point gained was 
rather a negative than a positive good, Che pith of 
the treaties nade (which hay been fully shown in its 
propor place) being, thal the goverument of Sindh 
(should not allow the settlement of the (ihe of the 
Frouch within their country 3” while in’ [420 
mutual intorcourse belween the mors of Sindh 
and the British govermnent, by mews of vikily, 
was decided on, aud the prohibition against the 
Fronch now extended to Miropeans generally, rnd 
to our enterprising brethren heyoud the Atluntie. 
Two years from (his period, and Uhe grea? point 
the general freedom of the Tidus navigation vas 
mooted, and the Amirs agreed to allow the mer 
chants of ITindostan to transport. their goods by 
the viver, under the condition Ut no amned vessels 
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or bouts should come by that route, neithor militory 
stores of any deseription; aud that all merchants 
should pass on, and in no wise atlempt to settle, op 


even tarry in the comtry; all such persons being’ 


obliged by the terms of the treaty to obtain pags- 
ports from the contracting partion, those of the 
right bank of tho Sutlij obtaining them from the 
agents of the Punjawh govermnent, aud others re- 
quiring them on tho lef; bank, ond Tindostan, 
from the agents of the Honourable Company, 

The auxious, jovlous fens of the Amirs of Sindh, 
however, still opposed general communication with 
their country; and it was not until 1885 that they 
could be persuaded to allow an assistant of the 
Governor-General’s agont to reside at any of their 
ports; and the stipulation even then made was, 
that this oflicer should not be wn European. 

The Syud Azim-~i-Deen Hassan, a native gen- 
tleman of considerable talent, was thon, by the 
order of Lord Willian Boutinek, settled at the 
mouths of tho Indus at Vikkur; wt which post he 
complained much of tho conduct of the Amivg, the 
intrigues of their ministers, the rudeness of their 
subjects, and tho usclessucss of his presence, in 
consequence of the smell number of boats which 
made the harbour; the thet being that the toll 
levied on all boats Jaden with merchandise in transit 
on the rivers Indus and Sutlij was so great, that it 
mnounted nearly to a prohibition. 

Such was long our position with these jealous, 
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semi-barbavous chiefs of Sindh. Their country 
was, as ib were, taboood ngainst us; and unless on 
the occasion of a commercial or political mission, or 
when the court was visited by an officer deputed to 
give medical aid to the Amiva, Sindh remained a 
terra tnecognita, with all hev natural advantages, 
wasting nuder the rule of chiels whose pleasure- 
bonts and hunting forests formed their noblest pur- 
suits. At length, however, n trenty was concluded, 
which Jaid tho foundation of improvement both to 
Sindh itsell and to the extensiou of its commerce 
with the covntrics of the north-west; an aceredited 
British minister was permitted to reside at Uydera- 
bad, and, without opposition, the Bombay army, its 
troops and materiel, passed wp the Indus. All im- 
posta were abolished ov merchuadise in transit by 
the river; and from Attok to the sea, boats of any 
cargo passed freo fron levies aud imposts of every 
description. 

Such is w very brie! sketeh of the dilicultios 
whieh attended onr carly position as ilected 
Sindh. By the temper and judgment of Six Llenry 
Pottinger, however, they wore inet and eventually 
overcome; but the object of the alliance wes always 
understvod to be @ commercial one, and in no way 
glancing at berritorial nequisition. Requiring Sindh 
as a high way for our troops, application was made 
to the Ainivs to allow our armies to pass on by the 
river Tadus to the scene of operations in Afghan 
istan; bub even while ove troops were so cniployed 


346 PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS —— Conay. xyun 


the primary view, as affected Sindh, was still ye. 
garded, and the question troso as to the immense 
value of Shikarptiy in possession as a commoreial 
mart, with reference to the allowance made by thé 
Amtrs for the subsidiary force placed in thote 
country. In lieu of their annual tribute, it was 
proposed that the Amiens should code to ws the for. 
tile distvict of Shikarptiy, in Upper Sindh, with 
the fiscal revenues of the city; « spot which had 
long been a subject of discussion hetaveon the Di- 
yani monarehs of Caubtil and the Amirs of Sindh, 
in conseqnence of its value as a mort betweon the 
viver Indus and the countries of central Asia, 

Our original object having beon, therelore, tha 
advance of commercial interests in Sindh, und our 
endeayours to this end haying heen for a time par. 
tially checked by the disasters iu Canbul, wnd the 
necessity of repairing them hy militury meins, and 
this necessity being ended, which plreed Sindh in, 
its original position with references bo ourgelver, ib 
romnins, in tking a view of recent events, bo dra 
our conclusions on how fir they are celeulated to 
produce the advantages so earnostly dostyod; and 
to do this, it is necessary Driefly to review the 
character and impulses of those who form the 
population of Sindh, as well as that of its rulers. 

Te has been remarked, that, oppressive as it was 
in many instaneos, habit had yet reconciled the 
people of Sindh to the rule of the Airs; al- 
though, when the good which would arise from our 
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purer mausgement in the fanning of the district of 
Shikarptiy was represented to many of the lend- 
holders, they appeared to appreciate it, and to 
desire the change; but this may havo arisen as 
much fvom the idea of our affording them military 
protection against the plundering Bilichis, as (rom 
any other cause. Again, the oppressiongs upon the 
Tindti amerchants, traders, and bankers, have been 
noticed, with the snerifice of native artisans to the 
taste for foreign manufactures; but it must be 
romarked thit these naturalised Hindtis are so 
accustomed to pry tribute, that they calculate the 
expeeted levy of the Mahommmedan princes as u sort 
of income tax, to bo annually allowed for in their 
debtor and creditor account, while, as no power 
beyond that of their own wills constrained them to 
remain wnder the government of the Amirs, but, 
on the contrary, they might emigrate to Cutch, 
Méltan, ov Bluwulptir, whenever they pleased, — 
countries now ab hand, and where they would bo 
free from these supposed ovils, it is fiir bo conclude 
that, altogether, the Iindwis of Sindh found theix 
account in remaining where they were, aud siding 
to the replenishment of the Amirs’ coffers when- 
over it was raynired, Again, it is not uncommon 
for the great of all counties to despise native 
manufietures, and set an undue value upon the pro- 
duee of foreign art, ad, consequently, when the 
Amivs of Sindh prefer Bokhara searfs to Tattah 
Winghis, and Cashinere shawls (0 Sindhian emn- 
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lies, they but share @ taste uot peeuline bo than as 
semi-barbarous princes, deficient in w desive for the 
improvement. of native talent, ut common to the 
wealthy of countrics in the highest state of etyilt 
isalion, 

One of the sourees of misery und evil caused to 
portions of Sindh during the nie of tho Ainirs 
arose from the frequent forays made upou ils most 
fertile portions by the Bilichis, bold and daring 
tribes of the hills and plains of Cutchi; but even 
these forays and their cflects wore confined to the 
portions of the country lying on tho borders of 
Biltichistun, while the interior, ov pluins of Sindh, 
were generally {veo from inolestalion or plunder of 
any kind, and this without any organized system 
of police; proving the Sindhian methods of check- 
ing irregularities to be on the whole well adapted 
to the country. 

The genoral evil of the Amirs’ government, 
therefore, was ils (orpor, which neither induced 
tho improvement of the agricultural charactor of 
the country, nor tho best intorests of commerce, 
by means of the viver Indus; grievous tolls and 
unfair fposts upon all goods in transit. to ond 
from the countries of the N, W. to the presidency 
of Western ludian being levied on the inland 
trade, Acknowledging these evils, the difficulty 
arose of how to meet them, and our steps have 
been to replace the political establislanent which 
existed during our term of (ricndly alliance with 
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the Amirs with a military foree; to make the 
princes our prisoners in Bombay; to put to flight, 
and declare as outlaws, such of the Bihiehi leaders 
as oscaped, and to take possession of the country of 
Sindh. 

Tho Biltchis are a floree, warlike people, strongly 
attached by all the feelings of clanship, and con- 
nected hy religion, intermarriage, and other sourees 
of genoral union, Leaving been the means of urging 
the Amirs of Sindh to resist our views, will thoy 
not Cecl bound to support the cause of their fallen 
head? and it must be vomembered, that although 
the chiefs themselves sre prisoners in the hands of 
the British government, their numerous sous, bra 
thors, and immediate followers, are yot in a position 
of freedom, oxcited by the most violent passions, 
an ready for every species of revenge, Among 
the Biliehis, ib must be also remembered, that 
thoro are no elements similer to those which in 
India have removed so many difficulties to our 
peaceful ocenpation of the country, With the Bi- 
ldeht tribes there is no hope of dismembemnent of 
ohjoet (aking place, arising from n difference of re- 
ligion, questions of caste, and a mixed population 
of Lfindiis, Moslems, and native Christians. The 
Bilichi chiefs, warriors, and retainers, individuals 
and tribes, those of the mountains and those of the 
pluing, ave unanimous. Vanaticism fons the flame, 
and every Moslem, urged by his own feclings of 
clanship, and natural fiereencss of disposition, to 
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deeds of blood, believes that he acts in conformance 
to the ordinances of the Koran when he supports 
the government of true believers, and draws his 
sword against the strange infidels, who ave cnomios 
to the faith of Islam, Tho descendants and fol- 
lowers of the Amirs of Sindh, who, after the bat- 
tle of Miani fled to the hills—the Biltichi chiots 
who constrained them to take arms against the 
British—the princes who mourn their father's loss, 
—-all these will bind themselves to rovenge upon 
their conquerors; and, as long as one of thom re- 
mains to wield 2 sword, will ha not do so for his 
chiefs and for his prophet? 

The country of Sindh is ab every point open to 
incursions from the mountains, or the deserts : the 
shores of the Indus, its sand-banks, and its forests 
will cover bands of those warriors whenover they 
may meditate attack; and with the long grass and 
tamarisk the Sindhians now use to thatch their, 
huts breast-works may bo thrown np as secure 
and murderous in their shelter as wore the stock. 
ades of the Burmese, If, then, the object is to 
throw open the commerce of the river Indus to all 
nations, it is difficult to sce how this can ever be 
available, unless security can elso bo given to the 
persons and properties of the merchant; or in such 
a stream as the Indus, where tho native boatmen 
dare not navigate after sunsot, and where the craft 
is secured close to shore during tho night, any safoty 
can be felt, when every forest may be infested with 
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Biltichi warriors, vowed to carry ou a harassing 
guorilla warliwe. 

Before our troops made their first campnign into 
Affghanisten, the merchants of Bokhara, Tiral, 
Caubiil, and Candahar, brought down to Sindh hy 
tho pass of the Bolen and the plains of Cuteh 
kefilas Inden with rich goods of all denominations ; 
and their safety of person and merchandise was 
secured hy the payment of a species of black muil to 
the chiefs of the tribes who held these deserts mid 
mountains in possession: wv child might then lead 
tho camels, and not w Biltich would attempt to 
molest them; but after our enteance to the gome- 
wy these passes, filled with will and desperate 
men, were no longer safe for the peaveftl merchants 
commerce was stopped, kafilas were robbed, and 
their owners muudered. The passes were thronged 
with warriors, and bloodshed and violence aslde 
the Jand aseeno of munixed evil. As it-was upon the 
plains and motutatng, so may it now be on Cho river; 
‘and the torvors of the merehant may do more to 
oppose the free commerce of the Indus than even 
the vexatious imposts of the Amirs; while a similar 
ovil may extond also to the agricuituvista, who will 
fear the descent of the Biltichi bands upon their 
fields, now that the oxiled chiefs ave thirsting for 
revenge on all who sought our protection, fv nove 
than they did the dilleting of the Amirs’ followers, 
whon the crops were ripe for harvest, 

Thess appear to be the threatened dangers of 
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our position in Sindh; and tho remedy may pos- 
sibly bo looked for in the protection afforded by a 
large military foreo; but this also has evils in 
Sindh, and of n nature not to be overlooked, : 

The physical diMicultics that Sindh presents to 
its becoming a sintion for the coutinucd position of 
our troops are — lixcessive heat in the uppor 
portions of the country, and iu tho lower, exhal- 
ations causing malaria as a productive source of 
fatal fover. for three months in the year com- 
munication between Sindh and Bombay is cut off, 
in consequence of the dangerous character of the 
surf and breakers along the coast duving the 
south-west mongoon; therefore the immediate 
change which is required to save life, whon threat- 
ened by violent attacks of fever, nob being pro- 
curable, the sacrifice of cxistence would be 
consequently fearful. Without reference to the 
hitherto unsatisfactory climate of Karachi, this last 
station is yet considered tho only henlthy one for 
European troops; beside this, there is none other 
which inedical men allow to be ad all culetdated for 
their occupation; whilo the sepoys suffer equally, in 
all places except Sukkur, where tho clowness of 
the atmosphere conduces much to health. Unfor- 
tunately, the points most likely to lio under tho 
attacks of the Bilichis are those most liable to 
unwholesome influences : these ave Taituh, Tlydera- 
bad, Schwun, and the intermediate points, whero, 
in the hot season, troops could not bo exposed 
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to service without certain sacrifice. Tho Biltiehis 
are quile twware of this, and would, uo doubt, select 
this season for atiack, knowing fall well Cait neither 
could the troops, sepoy or European, be exposed to 
the powerful sun, nor dangerous malarias of Sindh ; 
nor could reinforcements be gent to repuir any ra 
vages that sickness ov death might make. Again, 
supposing ié necessary to keep in Sindh a lurge 
inilitary foree in constant eqnipment tor service, the 
camp followers would, of course, be Hinited, md the 
sepoys could never be induced to serve cheovfially 
for my Tength of time ina country to whieh they 
wore tnable to bring heir wives aud families, ‘The 
stfferings aud hardships of vavious kinds (hat the 
troops would undergo, ina country held only by 
the sword, against the perpetunl inroads and he- 
rassing attacks of Biltehi soldiery would dishearten 
them at length, and render the servies unpopular; 
ab the same time that the loss of life wordd dry 
heavily upon the service, and tuke from India more 
than could be well afforded, ‘The erent origin of 
the late exeitoment mong the Biltichi chiets-— for 
ib is do Chom, mad not ta the Autrs, (hit we must 
look for the cause of the war—appens ta have 
heen the strong feeling eveated against us by the 
ceding certain privileges from Mir Rtistum, the 
chief of Khyrptir, to his brother, Min Alf Mitrad 
of Dijiz an net whieh affeeted, tha greater ov Tess 
degree, Lhe vights aud possessions of all (he Bilwehi 
and Sindhinn uobles. At present Mir ALE Metal 
AA 
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is considered om grateful friend and warm ally; 
But as soon as he finds that our interests and hig 
clash, which they must do, and his people and ours 
find cause for disagreement, or discavering that his 
expectations are not verified: heeomes a doubtful 
al or avowed eneiny; Mir All Marvad will probably 

be reduced to the same position as that now ocen. 
pied by the princes of Tydorabad. 

The previous remarks lead, as will be secon, to 
the following conclusion, that in displacing the 
Talptix government of Sindh we bring upon our. 
selves the necessity of a military ooeupation of the 
country for an indefinite period; and (hat instead 
of the result being an improvement of commerce 
and agriculture, with the general capabilities of the 
‘country, which are essentially the produce of peace, 
our exponses will be fenrfully merensed, our troops 
demoralised, aud our position one of unmixed diffs 
culty. 

As all this will doubtless have been foreseen, 
from the long experience we have had of Sindh, 
with the countries on its borders, it may bo untiol- 
pated, perhaps, that, having tanght the Bihtehi 
chiefs, and their nominal head, the utter hopeless 
ness of opposing our power, we may be able to 
afford the restoration of the princes of Sindh, con- 
straining thein to correct the abuses of their go- 
vernnient, and to adopt all the means that we may 
dictate fov the improvement of their country, aud 
the civilisation of its people, controlling the clits, 
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who will then find their best interests consist in 
preserving peace aud establishing maria on the 
,Jndus, whieh will foster end advance all the best 
intovests of commerce, this having been from the 
beginning our ostensible motive for desiring power 
andl influence in the country of Sindh. 
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Thermometrical Ranges for Twelve Months at Sukhur, in 
Opper Sindh, during the Vear 1841, 
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At Tyderabad, in Lower Sindh, tho mean maxim for tho 
six hotles? mouths is huss April, 07°; May, 101°; dune, 103°; 
Maly, O79, August, 98°; September, 06% A comparison being 
made, the range will not be found much higher at Sukkur 
during that particular period, In both places, however, a 
mean maximune of nearly 99° for the six hot months is considered 
unusually high, ‘The mean maximum on the Nile, at Grand 
Cuiro, is 874°. 


Crap. I. Pago 88, 


Tho distances from Shikneptiy to Candahar, as given by the 
latest authoritica, is nearly 860 Knglish miles, 
AA 8 
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Cnar PV. Page 6), 


Tn the towns of Shilarpiv wat Karrachi, the population has 
to majorily of Uindtigy (hat of Kavrachi, necording to a date 
report by Captain 8, Hurt, of the Bombay iniuy, is nemly 14,000, 
of whom 9000 are Tinudiies. 


: Coan, PY. Page 78. 


Asa Into order hy the Governor-Cenoval of India, consequent 
on the conmpeat of Sindh, abolishes shivery throughout the 
whole torritory, the following additional informnution on the 
condition of slaves, dnidly firnished by the anthers fiend and 
brother ofticer, Captain S. That, in his dotuiled reports on the 
fown of Karnichi, niny be considered interesting + 

Muscat fa (he port Crom whieh slaves ave all brought to 
Kavracht, and hence sent ap the commtcy for pales they axe 
divided into two olusses, tha Seedhees, or Alvionns, and the 
Tinbahees, ov Abyasinians, Somedines a Georgian is brought 
down, bub only on a private orders thaty price boing toa high 
to admit of apeculution helug: ude an eu, he Seadhees 
are mostly all ohitdeen when imported, growa up persons Lelag 
cousidered move likely to rat away. Theie prtes at Maweat 
varios front fifteen to thivty dollars, aecarding: to thee atvongth 
and appearance, Tho xlave morehants tell me tat hoats*are 
gent from the port down the canst of Atvien with enrgaes of 
cones Cloth and dates y that Chay visit eortain plaves whore tha 
children avo collected dn oxpeetuion of their arrival Ono of 
the crow ix sont oo shore, mid he places on the benoh the quan 
tity of goats he considers equivalent to diy value ofa shive, It 
thonght suflleient, a child is brought to him and the paekago 
takon away, und 20 on until they have obtained the munber 
they require, Civls are brought i greater nambers than beys, 
and both ave sold hove at (rom siaty ta ong Innidved rupees 
each : the latter are said tobe extremely intelligent at leaming 
any trade, and (he Mshevmen, whe awn a good aumy, state that 
they make active and bold auilors. rant six to seven hundred 
ix the munber muunully fuperted, of which about diree Courths 
are girls, Lhe Unbsheo females ave generally purchased at a 
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moro malure age, as mistresses for men of rank, ‘Cho features 
of those T have seen were good, but their complexions rather 
dark, or inclining to a copper colour, — Porhaps thirty or forly 
may he landed in each years bul, as theiv price is high, (from 
170 to 260 rupees, according to their good looks,) and their 
health rather delicate, few lila to lay out money on them, ‘The 
price of the [Iabshea Tita is upwards of a hundred rapecs 5 bub 
thoy ave seldom for sale, as they are not brought down unless 
on & conmission from some prent man, who wishes to bring 
them up in his familys only three or four arrived during the 
past your, Tt ix the interest of a mastor to treat his slave 
kindly where so many opportunities exist for desertion, and I 
havo not heard of many instances of tyranny in this neighbour- 
hoot, ‘They appear in general contented with their lot, are 
most of thent married, and certainly emnot complain of being 
overworked, A. fow have, indeed, sought shelter in our camp, 
but thoy were the property of poor people residing at Beila, or 
in Utab vieinity, and chiofly complained of a want of food as 
having led to their fivst quarrelling with their masters, and then 
ramming away when punished, From the intercourse between 
Sincdhinns and Seedhes women, one race, called Cuda, has 
sprung ups thoy aro equally slaves with their mothers, and 
may bo bonght or sold at will, ‘Tho tribe of Beorovees, who 
dwoll near Beila, mule a practice of selling their children when 
in want, whieh uppenra bo he generally the ease, ax no diflioulty 
fa oxportanced: in obtaining them whonever required, IThndtis 
profor Chem ng household servants, in consequence of their being 
potter Jooking than Seedhees, and able (o speak the Sindhian 
langinge,” 


Grav, VIT,. Page 121. 


Por the following valuable report and remarks on the navi-~ 
gation of the Indus, the author is indebted to the kindness of 
Rear-Admival, Sir Charles Maleolm, late Superintondent of the 
Indian navy, under whose immediate orders the beautiful 
surveys of the river by Lieutenant (now Captain) Carless, of the 
LN, wore eareigd oul, aud whoso intorest and exertions in all 
connected with the navigation of the Indus have been un- 
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remitting ant highly conducive to the great object proposed, 
This latter oflicor's praction! knowledge and experionce of tho 
peculiarities of the Tudus render every opinion ho may offer of 
tho highest value; und the anthor believes he da warranted, in 
asserting that, notwithstanding Che diferenes of opinion whieh 
prevails on the subject of Tudus nivigntion, the best informed 
naval olteors, wnongat others Captain Carles, consider that, 
with proporly eonsteteted hort ta bo user ay tags (such ag ave 
now orceting hy tha Tonaurable Company), dade contd be safely 
and advantageously earried an fram Bambay uy the Tadus and 
Sutlij rivers, instend of, as heretofore, from Caleutta by way of 
the Ganges, and dows those streams; wud though, at present, tho 
harbour of Karrachi (belive deserted ay tint of all Sindh) ts 
said to bo closed againat steamers diring the monsoon, yet no 
offerts having hitherte, on any one oeeasion, bee made to wateh 
tho ofvets of the monsoon on Che Karvachi bar, noe desided and 
dofnite opinion can be given ws to te dnpracticabilily or others 
wise, Ti, morroyor, appenes, mmiwh to be desired that the 
Bombay government should appoint some able aficer from the 
Tadinn navy to be present, and to make sueh daily and detailed 
reports during vo monsvons as will settle Che question 5 for in 
every point of view, commercially und politivally, tt is of the 
highest interest to know whether we ave to lieve owe aleamers 
shut out from Karrachi, and consequently all communication by 
sen oub off for (nee menting ia the your. The nhove opinions 
me advanced as those of partion who my he considered pros 
eminently qualified to give (hom, and it is xineorely to bs hoped 
that Bombay, knowing hoy own interests, will eventually Mud 
mations in Sindh in Cine position to enable ler to digproye the 
opinion elsewhere prevailing, (hat the western presidency cannot 
derive the advantages contemplated (rom the xpiwerd navigation 
of the Tutus, bud (hat Galetti mat eontinne to supply the 
comties on amd beyond (hab steam, beenasa the Indus and 
Sutlij are not navigable | 
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OPKICIAL REPORT ON THE BLATE AND NAVIGATION OV ‘T0U 
INDUS BELOW TXDERABAD, COMPILED BY LIEU, CARLESS, 
ENS WME A REPORT ON TI INUNDATION OF NITE INDUS, 
werd, Bra, BY Loa. WOOD, LN. 


About ifty miles from tho sea, the river Indus, itis well known, state of tho 
divides into two grand arms, the Buggaur and the Setta. Bemisiess 
During the dry season, no communication now oxists between 
the Buggmm and tho main siveam, a sand bank having aceumu- 
lated ab the contluence, which is five or six feal above tha level 
of the water; in all the branches diverging from it the water 
sald for the groater part of the year, and they are thon morely 
inlets of the ser, ‘Tho Setta, or castorn arm, pursues the same 
course to (he ocean as the great river from whieh it is supplied, 
and is, in fret, v continuation of its in every part it preserves 
similar magnitude, and for a long poriod it has been, as it is 
now, the principal channel of the Indus: in its passage to tho 
sea it veecives many local nppollations, but is best known near 
the const as the Mumnejah or Wanyani, Of the fowr branches 
it sends off, tha Mull and Moutnt ave impassable at the point 
where they leave the parent alvoam, and nothing is now seen 
of those once noblo rivers but tivo shallow rivulets, one of whieh 
yor may step neross, and the other but a fow yards wile, ‘Tho 
Tiyjamei and Wedywari are tho only two new favoured to 
any extent hy the fresh wator, or which poskess navigable 
channels into the main rivers; the lattes, however, enn seareoly 
bo called a branch, for it is merely a shallow ereek with a broad 
entrance that quits the Munnejah neay ils mowh. Above the 
Delta Gvo more branches aro thrown off by the Indus, the 
Pinyari and Fallili, which ave rivers only duving the inun- 
dations after it has subsided they dry up for miles, and are 
hestdes closed by bundy thrown across them above the seaport 
towns, 

The Indus formerly reached the sca through eleven Jarge Mouths 
mouths; Dut Uivee of them now sifice in the dry season to dis- 
charge ita waters: of these the Philtce, Pyntinnes, Jouah, and 
Richel belong to the Buggaur, and the Tujamri, Kedywari, 
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Kookiwari, Babb, mut Mull to the Soltws the sip and 
Kori ave entrances ta the Pinyari md) Mallili Dranches, anid 
completa the number. Besides these, Chore uve mMny small 
mouths, bul, ax it would only Gaut to confuse, F stall nog Nyina 
them, Ab present the Kookiwari, whieh gives cepvess to the 
walors of tha Manmejal river, ik ae grant smbouchae af the 
Indus; in tho Inte nmps it is ealled the Gora, but erroneously 
go, for that mouth wes deserted by the stream some yours qgo, 
and ils aito fa now occupied by wn extensive swamp, 

Botween the eastern wel weatern mouths the eonst of the 
Delta runs nearly ino straight direction to thea NW. about 125 
miles; in the charts now in use itis aid down above half v 
degreo too fav to tho enstward, and the anne orvor will be found 
in every part thet existe at the moutis of the Lfufunet and 
Kori, whers the Jongitude diay been ascertained hy nimerous 
observations s the former ia in G7° 257 217 nat, and the Iattor 
in 68° 30’ east, ‘Tho shove is low and fac Chroughont, and at 
high water partially overflowed ton considerable distanes 
inland, With the exception af a tow spots covered with jungle, 
it is entively dustitute of trees ov shrubs, and vothing is: seen 
for many miles but v dreary swamps wherever thin oveurs, Ue 
lund is svaveoly discernible two miles fam the shores but ab 
those parts whore there ave bushes, it ta visible trom the deck 
of a small vessel double that distaes, Ono const #0 devotd af 
objocty, and partly submerged at dimes, itis often diftentt to dig 
tingnish the mouths of (he diferent rivers, and bit fiw directions 
can bo given to nssist the movigator in fading them, Tho Shes 
Inown by somo sand-heaps topped with Tnshes on tla north 
point, which are auliciontly elovatedt to be visibly sone tlintanens 
the Cuteh pilots call this point Douppee, and tlways stand in 
lo sight it before they steer for the Mammejah bak, ‘There is 
asimilar spot al the Richol mouth, whieh also sovves as a guide 
in approaching the Tujumri river two miles below it, ‘Phe 
hank, overy where projecting from the eoust, extends from the 
Bay of Karrachi to the No W. extremity of Cutely In breadth 
it varies considerably : off the mautles of the Setta, where brand 
fluta have been east up by the greater strength of (he tile, fb 
runs out in some places five or six miles, and ab low water ts 
ary for a distance of fifteen miles along the xhore: al tho Kort 
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mouth it is of n similar breadth, but only dries hore and there 
in small patehes: in other parts the euler edge is only two or 
threes miles from the land, and semetines less, and at low tide it 
hag.e depth of wator on il, which, from two and a half fathoms, 
decreases gradually to four or flye feet. On the bauk the 
hottom is smooth and hard, but ontside is composed of soft mud, 
The des ae extremoly irregular between the Sir and Mull 
mouths, thirty miles apart; the current sets constantly to the 
E.8. 14, and tho flood or ebb ean only be distinguished by the 
iso or till af water, which is not more than four feet: near the 
Mamnejah bank, the ebb rms with some strength directly off 
shore, and the riso and fall inereases fo twelve feet + in other 
paria where the chamels are numerous, the tides change their 
direction every loa, and they are gearcely felt at a greater dis- 
tance Uhnn (vo or three miles from the shore, 

During the fing season, the Sindh coast may be navigated 
without diMeully ; the soundings avo every where a suflleient 
guide, and in general decrease so gradually, and with such 
vegulurity, that no danger is to bo apprehended in approaching 
it, ‘Che only shonl of any consequence is the Great Munnejah 
Bank, which projects beyond the line of the diveet route to the 
northern rivers, ta passing it diving the night, large vessols 
ought nob to come under soven fathoms; for it is rather sieop 
in somo party, wid from Unb depth (he soundings deorease very 
rapidly, Land and sea breezes generally provail with cold clear 
weather, bat the wind somotinies blows very fresh from the 
NL, and the atmosphere is obxeured hy clouds of dust, ‘The 
Noo season is over long before it terminates on tha Malabar 
count, and the navigation becomes very dangerous. arly in 
Felvuney the westerly winds sot in with considerable violence, 
and for the first fortnight the weather is always very tem- 
pestuous ; strong gales aro also somotines encomilered in this 
month, wid there is a heavy, tnultuous sea continually running, 
whieh breaks aerows the months of most of the rivers, in 1838 
the Shannon sehooner was caught in ono that lasted twelve 
hours, and eaused the destruction of Len or twelve large boats, 
whieh were wreeked on diferent parts of the coast. Short in- 
tervaly of Jno weather occur afteryards until the middle of 





363 


Navigation 
of the coat, 


864 


Mouth of the 
Tuyjamel 


Dar. 


Mark for 
finding it. 


The tae 
Jami river. 


Me port. 


AMFENDEX, 


Mareb, but after (hat date the mouths of the [Indus iuay he eon. 
sidoved closed for the season, 

Besides the Mimmejah, or omni vives, there ix only one 
ranch, the Hujamrd, wow available for the purpose of opening 
a commuuiention with the upper part ool the Tndis ea twigono- 
metrical survey of it has beon completed, md the former hag 
Jeon carefully examined from Uyderabd to its mouth, 

Tho mouth of the Tyjmart opens dike a foamed, and, with 
the exception of Ghat part where the river takes its course along 
the right bank, {8 acoupied by w broad iat partially covered 
with water: this forma a continuation of the lak every where 
extending from the const, whieh is here rather more than a mila 
in breadth, ‘Pho best channel for evossing it runs ina NN, 1 
divection, towards the north point of the river, and is 600 yards 
wide + ab the entrance there are heavy bvenkers on either side, 
and ab high water no greater depth in found an the bay, whieh 
is about hilf aonile inalde, Chat thirteen feet, Besides this 
channel, there is another (hut evosses Che dank dna easterly 
Tine threo or four Iamdred yards whove its but it is extremely 
shallow, and em only bo used hy Cte anmllost boats in moderate 
werthas, About this mouth, whieh ix situated in 24° 8” 20° 
north latitude, the hind is entirely: destitute of objects dint could 
he pointed out ad nicks to ysuide the navigator, und without 
the axsixtanes of a pilot a steanger wauld have some dilly in 
finding it: the Cuteh hontimen dever attempt to steer for" ib 
until (hey have xeon the north point of dhe Riehel, whieh, beta 
covered With mangrove jungle, ix init seme distances, and 
embles them to ascertain their position vorreetly, "There iy, 
however, no danger in approneling it during the fio xeason, 
for the soundings deerensy with the grentest veygularity up to 
the edge ofthe shoal, and (he hreakers au them ave sisiile when 
in four or flve fithoms water, 

The general course of the Tujamrd, om as it ia entled in the 
Upper park Seliwan Riser, is WS, W., and dts length forty miles, 
A short diatameo above the entrance it has a width of 660 yards, 
whieh decreases peadudly as yen proceed upwarda, until ib cone 
tracts tom narrow atrenm net more Cri fifty yards broads of 
all the branches of the Indus tt is the most winding and tu 
tricales in some parts you do not adynnee ina direet Tne more 
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than ono mile in three, and the reaches turn back so directly 
upon each other, that nothing but a narrow neck of land, 
seavecly 100 yards broad, is loft between them, Bunder Vikkur, 
jis port, is situated twenty miles from the sea. Below that 
town tho channel occupies xbout half the stream, and, with a 
few exceptions, exosses from side to sido at the middle of each 
yench; the deepest part will generally be found clogo to the 
steep banks, and the shallowest wherever they are low and rise 
gradually from the water, In the lower part of the river the 
soundings are very irregular, but at high tido there is nowhere 
Jess than two fathoms in the deep channel, until you arrive at 
an extensive bar or flat, ninelecn miles from its mouth, on 
whieh not move than seven anda half feat is found: this ts the 
only impediment that exists below Vikkur, and tho large boats 
(hat arrive from Cuteh and Guztrat ave often detained until the 
height of tho springs before they ean cross it, Immediately 
above Vikkuy, the river runs in a succession of reaches broader 
in the middle than al the ends, where they contract so much as 
to leave a passage barely eighty yards wide; here it is alter. 
uulely deep at the angles and shallow wherever it widens; on 
the fads the depth varies from three to cight feet, but they avo 
fall of holes, and w continuous channel of more than five no- 
where exikt4: nent is junction with the Svtta, its breadth for 
myny iniles veroly oxeceds fifty yards, and in the dey season it 
js ensily lorded in xix or cight different places, ‘Lhe soil 
prought down by the This is a mixture of sand and clay, and 
papidly aequives frmmess afior it has been deposited; on most 
of tho flats the bottom is very hard in consequence, and this is 
Ukewlse the case in all the deep channels. Ln tha upper part 
of the river (he current is extremely fouble, but in the lower 
pw tho tides influenced by Ure ocean ave much stronger ; 
even there, however, they are not rapid, for their velocity 
xearvely ever exceeds three miles an hou, and is gonerally 
mich Jess, At Vikbur the flood is irregular in its approach, 
and, ten miles above it, cerses to be felt altogether, As the 
miouth thore is a vise and fall of eight feet on the springs, and 
it diminishes gradually in aseending until it is no longer per- 
coptible, 

Tn ils course to the sea the Tlujamri sends off sevoral creeks, 
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whieh connect ft during the fimulation with the Richa, ge 
these, the Chageoloo quilt the ptreun about five miles below 
Villy, and diy Kedyatrer a tow ailes farther downy widway 
Dotweon Chem there ia also a boys eum, entled Bowra-kuswah, 
sonsteueted gota yours ugo by a wenlthy Tiaryen, whose yenio 
it bent After Cho swell has atbsided, Uney all dry up, and 
tho only eammituieation (hat Chen exists hetwoor this rtvey and 
tho weatern Dranches ft by saltwater creek elosa to db month, 
ealed tho Bughdy at high dela ik atlird a passage to the 
largest diéindix, and by Chia route thoy ave onubled to proved 
by the Richel ints dhe Buggy, whiel ik aid to he aceosafble 
to vessels drawing fif(ven or sixteen forts trom Chat branch 
they pass Uhrough weveek inte (he Garvaly a anal atveam, that 
conducts Chem to the turbo of Kurrachi, ‘Pha Rabpoorah 
creek fonns the only conmuniionttian hedwoun the [game pnd 
the Munnejah, but it ix never fed until the night do hag 
sisi to dos greatest hoiht, anit ever dhen ean only be sed by 
the smuullost boats, 

Amongst (ie seaports nf Bindh, Bander Vikki may be gon 
sidered as neat in importance ta Kurrachis the port takes its 
manne from small vila fa the vieintty, bat thy dawn ds enlled 
Barres Gornhs it eontatiy about 120 homes eonsirneted of 
reeds aml gems, phetored with md, amt inelnding tho ¢on- 
Uguors villages, hax population of L200) xo composed of 
Vindds, ditts, wml fiw Hikiehis, Opposite: the town the 
vivor, aldiough wet nore Cian P70 yurdd in width, dx deep, thoro 
being fowr and five fathoms elo to the bank 4 ib affords in gone 
seqoones overy fiellity for Has dixeharge a shipment af eargoes, 
antl the largest boats wre emblert to fe close to the storeshonses 
for that purpose, Ths appearance of tho plaew ultogethor ja 
wretehed beyond deseription, bat it possesses, nolwhtistandings 
a considerable trade, and hi new became a depdt for the 
greater part of the forelgue and Internal cammoeres of tho Delta: 

At high water, vessels driving nlue or ton feet can pass 
folo the Unjumei withont diflenity, bar none of a greater 
dvanght than aoven feet on nseond ikon high as Vile, 
Bouts built for the parpose af navigating tt Uroughout ought 
nel to draw more Urn (wo and half feet at dhe utmost; at 
that depth thay could cross the flats in the mpper parl wher 
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the rivor is at its lowest, and from the weakness of the ourrent 
might proceed with rapidity. 

From tho direction in which this branch leaves the parent 
stream, very little water passes into it, and the tide has not 
aufficiont velocity to prevent the sand and earth from settling in 
its bed; it is fast Alling up in consequence, and in a few years 
will become impassable from the samo cause that has operated 
in closing the Buggaur and some of the minor branches. This 
however, might be prevented, About a mile below its efflux 
the Seta turns with a sharp bend to the southward, and the 
whole body of water is precipitated agninst the right bank, 
which is very steep, with considerable force; if a canal were 
cut from the angle, 1500 yards in longth, and in the samo line 
as tho current ebove runs down upon it, it would reach one of 
the windings of the Ilujamri; from the volumo of water that 
would be theown by these means into that branch, and the in- 
creased rapidity of the tide, it would no doubt gradually become 
deaper and broader, and in a fow yenrs might regain its formor 
magnitude, If this should ever occu, the advantages are ob- 
vious, the Cujamri mouth being accessible to larger vessels, 
and more easily navigated than any other now favoured by the 
fos water, Lt id impossible to caleulate what alterations 
would tks place in the lower part of the main river by tuning 
a portion of its waters into another channel, but I do not think 
it Would bo albeted oither in ils course, depth, or magnitude ; 
of one thing, however, we may be assuretl— the Indus at its 
months em searecly ever be in a worse state than ib is at 
present, and any change mnat be for tho better. 

Tho Kookiwari mouth ia situated abont ten miles below the 
entrance af the Tlujanvi river, ‘Lhe broad bank that has 
accumulated before it projects five miles from the land, and is 
intersected by threo channels which give egress to the waters of 
the Muannejah; ive of them cross the bank nearly in the game 
direction as the eourse of the river that supplies them; but the 
othor turning lo the N, W,, rans some distance in a line parallel 
with tho shore, aud after uniting with the channel of the Kedy- 
wari, reaches tho sen about five miles to tho southward of the 
TIujamvii mouth, ‘The latter is the best of the three, and 
botwoen 800 and 400 yards broad; at the height of the flood 
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Perth on tho loagt water on tho bine ie ten tively lat inslde, the dopth tk. 
erogsed to eleven, Gvelye, nid sumetinos fourteen: aboot hide 
+ way up he elinmed, dheve is a shallow spat which lng hnvely 
vine feet on tin the deepest part, and (his tk the long, water 
obtained throughout, AU these soundings were taken ab the 
height of des apeiages when the vdeo auc (all is ahont flye foot, 
AC the lowest astute of (he Gide tho contrat paris at the bank neg 
wloyated telye feet above Che loved of the xen, and the beds of 
Batata the two xouthern eluumels Geen thee to fears the vist, hoily 
of wator inmning from the Mumnejih river rushes through tem 
With grent dinpetuasity, and with wonoise (hat in calm weathor 
is heard sone distances Chey thea Carne what winy bo termed 
rapids, aul on the ex tren edge of the Dank tevniate tna fall 
of about twelve inehos, fall these ehanmels the ebh tide runs 
abasate of whowt four ales aie hone, hud che qusrent of the 
flood, whieh is only felt lor a short tine, ts very weak, and 
dood not extend mere thin four or tive miles above tho month 
al the viver, After he tlrar week ty Felaty, whon the 
westerly winds Iave set fit Che mivigation becomes dangerous, 
for thoir entrees ave not protected in the stightest dogres 
fron Che swell, ancl the sen at itikavaly leeks shsht aoross 
them, OW the great bik, Chee sen vives higher than it does on 
(ho other partiof the cow, and i ec only trom: this cireumetance 
that the Kookiwarl maith fx ieeesdile, Sailing yeasels 
driving soyen fect might enter iChy the north channel without 
neh diMenlly ; hat Chete progress lopenilinyg ina geen measare 
ons hes wind and idk, they ave not se wvell wileihital to navigate 
ib a stoners, rom ta great heaagth, nnd the absence of all 
Toca) mnrks by whieh its diveetion ean ie ascertained when the 
shonks ave vevornd, Hf wonld be fitlentt fo pass Chronygh it wdth 
al grounding continually, aad Eehould not advise. the attempt 
Doing males until bieya have been hid down vt the entrance, 
td nd shond diatusees thearytiont 1a ascent, 
Rolatyer.  Mrom Cyelerabad: the amin steenn of the Tidus pursues 
rable SOSOW. direction to the wenn, andl wile the exception af two 
sharp bends, one at che pat where (he Pinyard qnite if, and 
the other helow the confluence off the Tujmumi brandy tls course 
ia rather diveet, ‘Phe distances in a straight dina ix 90 miles, 
It by the windings of the stroum about Ph dn the Delis it 
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recolves many names: near the sen it is known as the Munngjal 
or Wanyani, which it retains for a distance of 12:miles, and above 
that is called successively the Moograh, the Popes, and the Satta. 
The width of its mouth, the Kookiwari, is 1100 yards, but it 
quickly decreases to 700, and the channel, which runs along the 
loft bank and is deep is further contracted 10 400 by a flat ox- 
tonding from the opposite side. At high tide the land about 
the entrance is submerged to a considerable extent, but at low 
water affords pasturago for large hords of buffaloes. On the 
right bank thero ave several villages situated in the Kookiwari 
Purgunnah, from which the mouth takes its name, and near 
them to small creeks leading to the swamp that once formed 
the Gorn mouth, At Betvi, a village four or five miles from 
its mouth, the river ig 600 yards wide, and the banks are inter- 
sectud by numerous evecks filled by every tide : two on the left 
bank, naviguble at high water for small boats, communicate with 
the Kahir mouth, and several larger ones on the other side 
with the Kedywavi, Nine miles above Betri, the river has a 
breadth of 890 yards, and sonds off a branch called the Moutni, 
which is now nearly closed by sand-banks : it was formerly 
discharged by the Kahir mouth, has still a stream of about 80 
yards wide, and will probably bo found navigable for dindis, 
al high water, ‘Lhreo miles higher up, tho deserted bed of the 
Mull is sons all that remains of this river, which was once 
brond and deep, iso small channel that you may step across, and 
this is not Mled until the tide hag attained ils greatest height. 
Tho Tujamri branch ia thrown off at tho village of Selwun, 
whore the river contracts to tho width of 470 yards : up to this 
placa there is said to bo nowhere less than 2} fathoms in the 
deepest part of the channel, and the velocity of the eurront 
varies in different places from threo to four miles an hour, 
Botweon Selovun and Tatiah shallows abound, and the navi- 
gation hecomes vory intricate ; in some spots the river is par- 
tieularly foul, and wanders in many channels over the whole 
oxtont of ils inundation bed; in goncral not more than one of 
thom is navigable, and they ave generally narrow and winding. 
Tn the bends of tho reaches the depth of water is often very 
great, but in other paris they havo not more than nino or ten 
fect in them, thoy also change their direction with great rapidity, 
BB 
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for, in two instances, the Gir channel whieh rang close along the 
le bank, when the Indus steamer pnssed up tho river, wag 
found two montis wtorwards to have ehitted tt postion over to 
the othoe site, On Goning the feet rench hove Solnwun, the 
fall strength off Che otarent id Hreb gneountered + hore, 1s ab 
soveral other places, it rium al Che vate of five niles an hours 
but its general ve lovily fx not more then threy and a halt Th 
this part of the river the Inukea are allornately shelving and 
aleop, anc mavka af the alterations (hat have talon place in te 
cours ave every where visible; in kone placed they hove oy. 
dondly ab no distant poriod formed shoals in ite bed, ond at 
others (hay are fast giving way belive the strength of the 
ourvent, ‘The country is thinly populated, and in goneral 
covered’ with thiek tamarisk jungle, occasionally mixed with 
thy Babool s fiw villages are mob with, wid the lugeat docs not 
contain above 100 houses, AC smnll stream called the Leotecal 
quits the river ubout sight miles ahaye Sehwun, which during 
the inundation affords a pray into the Richel, and at Qoplaun 
a fow miles higher up on tls other side, there ava two Ingo 
canals, leading one to Shalbunder mid: the other to Mughrtbt : 
(hee canals ue open about the LOU: of daly, and are unvigahle 
for small bouts to these towns watil alter dhe aecond till of the 
river, whieh takes place on the 2ath of September,  Abreast of 
"Tuttals the banks ae nanily ead a quarter apts but the water 
does tot oeeupy above one thied off Chis: aprees tho remaintor 
ig (blot up by at extensive dry shoal ‘Choe Bigg la Cow 
malles below Tatlals 5 Cho raunel-brole that ditt beau cast np where 
its ofl war row forma a pitet of the right lai off dig riven, 
Above Tattuh the bed of tha river in many places ia full of 
smill shoaly, and the inteieagy of the navigation inereasea tthe 
Dante ave theo Ceequontly low on both aldes, and ne longer indi 
gale, us in the lower part, whore cho deepest water is to bo 
found, At the village of Kuekdy, its width ix O80 yards, bub nt 
the nnygle of the reach fu whieh itis situated not more than 8901 
abronst the Pinyart it inerenaes to 760, and at Liieaul, a few 
tillen below TLyderabad, again eonteseta to 80. ‘Lhe alvougih 
of the errvont is consktorably diminished, and dave ave vory 
fow pices whore iG velocity ia greater thi they miles an hour, 
Th this weetion af the river, the depth of water has net as yet 
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been fully ascortained in every part; in the soundings inken 
across tho shallows at certnin distances, from 8 feat 4 inches to 
7 feut 6 inchos has always beon found in some part of the line: 
it js highly probable that a continuous channel of this depth 
oxists from JTydernbad to its mouth. The only branch thrown 
off by the Indus in this part of Hs course is the Pinyari, which 
quits tho river at Dunna, a village half way betaveon Tattah and 
Hyderabad, and in tho dry season is not more than forty yards 
wido : tho stream does not extend many miles from its efllux, 
and its walers are clear and stagnant. Near Triccul a small 
creek communicates, with the Fallili branch, but it is only 
filled by the inundation, and then insulates the Iand ou which 
the capital is built, A short distence from ‘Tattah and on the 
samo side the first hill is seon : it is low and of sandstone form- 
ation, rom this place the Shikargahs or hunting preserves of 
tho Amirs oxtond on both sides of the river up to the capital : 
thoy aro composed principally of large Mimosa and ‘Tamarisk 
trees, ant avo so overrun with thick underwood as to be almost 
imporvious, ‘Most of the low sandy tracts between thom aro 
thinly covered with bushes, and vory little cultivation is seen 
until you arrive at Hyderabad, where thore are a few fields and 
gadons. From that elty a rango of low table hills about 200 
foot high oxtends along tho left bank to Lriccul, a village twelve 
miles bolow it, and there is also a small group al Jerkh, eight 
mitos lower down, ; 

It is almost inpossible to give any instructions for navigating 
wxivor so foul and changeable in ils character as the Tudus, ond 
ovan if given, thay may perhaps become entirely useless three 
months aftomwards: tho following genoral directions lhowever 
for passing tho woral part of it between Tattah and Iyderabad, 
oxtravted from Lioutenant Wood's jomnal, may provo of some 
sorvieu, “ Tmmediatoly tho largo sand-bank and shoals abreast 
of 'Lattah avo cloarod, shapo a course for the left bank and keep 
to it until past the villago of Ratti: thon cross to the opposite 
sido and follow ib until you como to the next reach, where it ad- 
hores to thu left bunk throughout. Above this reach there is a 
dry flu in the contro of the stream + pass between it and the loft 
bank, and thon keep in mid-channel until you arrive at Bunna: 
from that village to Jerkh the fair channel is slong the left bank 
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for a diatanee of Urea miles, but above that pursues a comsg 
through the ventre of the river, Tu the bend of the revel at 
Vina, there fron ceed of rocks inden witor prajeoting front thy 
Dank, aud mother ad derkh, but thay wie ensily distinguished by 
the ripples on then, From derkle the chanel adheres to the 
right bank, and crossea to (ho opposite side near v remarkably 
elump of trees eight miles higher ape nbove this the river (org 
distanea of L2 miles is very crooked, ated in ons part divides 
into two channel which onclow an ist; bere dhe ehamuel dg 
oxtvomely intrivute, and no directions cau hoe given for finding it, 
From the north point of the idaud to Karaka (theres miles) the 
deepest water will he found along the left bank, and from that 
place to Hyderabad (threes miles) through the middle of the 
alroam. 

rhoabour From the numerows didleultios whieh lmve boon shown to 

anaeree exist fu the Delta, even for alemmers, it appeurs tome more 

Hine ha probable that when trade ix established with the upper 
counties bordering upon thit viver, that the merchandise 
dostined for the punge by the Tidus will be imported a 
Karrachi in thy frstinsimes, from which phieo goods ean easily 
bo (ranaported hy camels to theright baule of the tndus opposite 
Tydorabad, above whieh point the navigation my ho cried 
on without interruption at lewt as fie as Selavun, 

Tho navigation of the Eades in the lower pat f4 extremely 
intricate, but wilh proper preenatlans mntlonded with danger, 
or any great risk to property: wilted hy ston, it will always 
bo tedious bul even with that power (he tints voquived for 
nxoonding {twill not bo abortoncd xo mired ad de tietpaceds from 
tho foul stata of the river and tho strength of tho current fi 
many purts, if id evident that frequent delays will oeeu, ‘Tho 
fair channel ia not always te be detected, and when found not 
easy lo folloys in some places it ie extremly inrrew, and 
shifis its position with oxtardinary rapidity: none of tho 
doadien poss a sillleiont knowledge of its direction to neb as 
pilots, and in dropphyg cdowa the river fn the dey season avo 
obliged to Inve wxmall bout sounding aendy even with thia 
preeuution they often van agrommd where we lew months belie 
there had Deon abundances of waters and mach didleulty is at 
(ines experioneed in getting ngali inte the deep channel, 
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Stenmors built for tho navigation of tho Indus ought to be con- 
atrucled with perfectly flat bottoms; and if employed as tugs, 
{fo possess a apead of at least nine knots; their draught should 
bes small as possible, and, in my opinion, ought not to exceed. 
four feet at the utmost. Vessela drawing six or seven fect 
could onter the main river by tho Kookiwari mouth, and 
might no doubt ascond it to Tyderabad, but where the channels 
aro so changenble, intricate, and narrow, the risk would bo great, 
and their progress extremely slow. 

On the banks of the river fuel is scaree ; and, except in the 
Shikargahs or game preserves, there is no large wood ; in those 
Apols it is abundant, and if permission could be obtained 10 take 
away only the dead trees, no scarcity is likely to be experionced, 
in the event of steamers boing introduced, for some years, In the 
Delta the tamarisk bush is the only resource ; it seldom attains 
to a great hoight or thickness, and as a single bush affords but 
fow billets, it requires considerable time to ent down a cargo. 
During the late trip of the Indus steamer the wood of the 
Bubool (Mimosa Avabien) was found to answer admirably for 
fuol, and that of ihe ‘Lave or Mangrove was equally good; tho 
Jatter, howover, ia searee, tho tree being only found near the sea. 
At present, if proper arrangemonts were made, a sufficiont supply 
of fuel could always be commanded to keep two rmall steamers 
coustantly plying. 

Yr tha dry season, when tho northerly winds blow strong 
down the viver, sailing vessels asconding il can only proceed by 
dacking ; this mothod, though extremely tedious, is well suited 
lo the peouliavitios of the Tndus, and as now performed admits 
of little or no improvement, The only danger is oxporionced 
in the bends of 9 river, where the curront has a quick gyratory 
mation, and is continually excriing its influence to undermine 
the banka; at these places whon a boat is caught by the eddies 
sho is drivon with fores against the steep bank, and if 1 large 
masa becomes dotached by the concussion, which sometimes 
happens, hor destruction is almost inavitablo. 

‘The form of' the dtindi*, or flat-bottomed boat of the country, 


* Models of the difiient kinds of Ant boats used on the Indus may be 
sean at the Model Room af the Dockyard, 
BBS 
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Ia well dapat to the navigation of the viver, and there ixne 
Jen of yoasel bolter ealoulated for tho transport of goods. Phe 
chic? defeek in ity conatruetion dx the snl power poxsessei by 
the raddey, which arises From the yvent hread(h of the atgnn 
below the water Tins; this might le: onsily remedied, Dnt any 
great deviation from the yeneral prinedpls on whieh i ty cone 
atrueled would not bo an taprevements vont the senreity of 
large treos aml the high: prles of teak plank, the workmen ave 
obliged to use (ie small woud of the conmtry in buildiug: thete 
boatsy most of hem are formed of tamuanerable pieces fastened 
hy bamboo pegs, nails hetug: otly eruplayod Co seoure the knoes 
and ribs; they are in consequence Thably to muy necidests chat 
wonld not affect that snfity if Chey were conatenetot of better 
materials; and dr the lower part of the river thers ave about 
forty ov flfty lost munity. 


TINUNDATION OP VHT INDUA 


After the departure of (ho sirveyiig vessel Norhuddah 
(Liont, Carles), whieh had been oeenpied daring do months of 
January and February, and til the 14th of Mavel tt examining 
the mouths and Delta branches of the Tudis, Lawas ordered to 
remit in Sindh for the purpose of chewrying the lve during 
the hot month when (he finmdation taken place, . 

Tor thid purpose Laxeleoted a plaen ia (he yletutty af Tydoy- 
nbad for my residence, and at this aot Emde the following ob- 
servations on Che progres of (he awed) of the tilia 1 


1, Pho branches of the fithis, hoth withthe ml above its 
Delt, are either porteedy dey daring the geentor portion of the 
yoo, or they form an aerios of pools, the resort of Mehommen, but 
annavigahle, By the middle of Muy ita branches are partially 
roiled : both am of the Delae apen, and at thka pertod of Oie 
yeur the river is chiracloriad hy dicmany moths, When once 
the swell boing to xibaide, tee fill duvbig the test few days is 
aaileiont fo ent ef all commatadention hodween the river and its 
heanehes, On the 26th of Reptomber, only fone diya uftor tha 
eonumoncemont of the segundo ast dil the Ladi above ibs 
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Delta did not possess one navigable off-set, the Buggaur or 
Weatorn arm of the Delta included. 

2, ‘Tho Falléli and Pinyari aro the only two branches thrown 
off in Lower Sindh above the Delta; and the register for 
Augnat shows, that even during the hoight of the swell, their 
nevigation is uncertain, ‘Chis xemark merely applics to the 
alae of these branches in the neighbourhood of the parent 
stream, as at thoir efllux the strong current of the Indus 
swooping past the almost stagnant waters of the Fallali and 
Pinyari has cast up extensive Mats, which even in the month 
of August at times preclude boats, requiring four fect water, 
passing from ihe muin river into cither of them. Once over 
theso flats thore is ample water, and an extensive line of com- 
municntion* In 1809 a navigable off-set from the Fallali t ve- 
joined tho Indus at the village of Triccul, forming tho island 
of Tlyderabad, It still, at the height of the freshes, insulates 
the capital, but is not now navigable by tho smallest country 
boat, Both the Pinyari and Palldli ave dammed up, and their 
waters reserved for agricultural purposes, ‘The dam or “ bund” 
of the former is at the town of the Mughribi, situated forty- 
nine miles from the Indus, and at an equal distance from the 
son; that of the latter is on the northorn verge of the Sindree 
lake, Avo miles north of tho submorged Fort of Sindee, ‘The 
Mughvibi bund ia an artificial formation, but that of the Fall@li 
was thrown up hy the earthquake of 1819, from which cireum- 
alana if is enllod Ullah Bund, or the Bund of Godt This ad. 
vantage is not obtained without a corresponding snerifice. Tho 
amount of aunual deposit, where there is no envrent to retard its 
autlling, is considerable s and in a eourso of years the beds of 
theag branches will attain a lovel fatal to distant districts, now 
solely depending for irrigation on these sources of supply, 
Gomparing thei presont crippled state with what the Falléli is 
understood to have been, when a large tract of Cutch drew for- 
tility fvom its waters, the process would seam to be rapidly pro- 


* 'Phis is from native information, 

{ MS, Journal of A, IL, Smith’s Mission to the Cout of Sindh, by Lieut. 
Maxfiyld, TC, M 

4. A Memoir on the astern Brauch of the Indus and the Run of Cuteh, 
by Lieut. Alexander Burnes, 
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gresing sand ae canis and drains usually Meet clog at the 
further ond, the changes whieh the Palkia Pinyurl haye 
undergone in tortor: Tues probably heeanus mere npprvent as 
thay recete from the main viver, Phe sand-bars whieh Vio at 
thoieollasx prevent Chicesenpe el a lage body of water whon 
the swell sabsides, a well ns retard chet Uting, when tho rlyer 
rises, By the Cine the terensiog ciovent at Cas made river ous 
through these obsteuctions, there ix diMerenca of level hatwixet 
ite bed and theiva, do Caatoat threat das water rushes inte thon 
with considerable fae, and vides nt seme pluced lo an unex« 
preted height, 

8. Bom tho head of thy Delia te Hyderahad, a distance of 
thout aixty miles, Che river during: tha height of its freshes ig 
confinedt to a well-defined cham, tte hed: ts fill, at come 
places partially overflowing, but hi the inonedinte neighhour 
hood of the viver, throughont the taet in question, tho folds 
avo watered by the Persian wheel Butween tue xleyp bank of 
foondation, and what my be termed! a secon ar dner bank 
formed by Che xhewale strode of the thy: season, there ts left in 
xome oof the reaches a ateip of Tat of eonsiderale extent, 
whieh is either overmn with youn tammridc or an oil seed is 
xeattoredd while the grout fo unaist, ala evap thie obtained 
without expen or Ciarther teaihle. ‘Che tennelous nature of 
this clayay soil defles (he powers of the hitdhuncdiian, and even 
worn ft tanned tp ftwould not flor itrishment to any of 
Ue gratia Utd xpontaneois pradvctionn sulltetently prove this, 
as mmongal them wo seneh di ynin for over na bled at) geass, 
‘Though the country hotween the two enpitnhy be not subject lo 
inundation, the command af water dounple to all the purposes 
of agrientiore, and the Tinted extiat of cultivation along: the 
hordes of the river nuit ho nseihed to ether enuses thin a 
want of (he means of irrigation. lin the neighhourhead of the 
river nity bo met a few shouts of water whielt aro Keavoely 
ovaporated when the flux bogins te awell on the following 
yent. Mor instance, one manted Shiwghur, three miles SSW, 
af Uyderalad, one nt the villige af Hediyn, edie [feangouy, 
and cnoather dulaad from the town of derkh. 

oT Shath agrieuliare doped entively upon the Cladus, 
“Che fall of rain is quite: inadequate to rem amy one product of 
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ity soll, ‘The exponso of raising water in the winter months 
confines cultivation a6 that season to a few scattered patches 
along the immediate banks of the river. ‘Tho best land lying 
furthor back can only be worked during the swell, at which 
acnason one wheel does the work of two. 

5, As the country between the Delia and Hyderabad is not 
subject to inundation, ils staple produce differs materially from 
those districts that are, In Upper Sindh, barley and wheat 
form the principal part of the crop, Rice is the staple of the 
Delta, but there the ground occupied by it and other grains 
bears very little proportion to the breadth sown with juwari 
and badjory, ‘This tract is also exposed to an evil from which 
the flooded districts are exempted. An insufficient rise affects 
both, bub the formor may suffer from an excess, The ground 
is propaved and much of the seed sown while the river is rising ; 
should the water aftor this continue to increase much beyond 
ils usual volume, the ficlds are flooded, and the senson for 
juwari and badjery lost, for these grains, though they may 
apraut, will not rear if kept under water beyond a vory limited 
time: tho natives say they ave burned up, What with lost 
Jabour and choked canals, the disappointment may be grievous ; 
but it brings its own cure, and if serious consequences do ensue, 
the fiult is with the cultivator, for when tho waters retire he 
hag only to strew his sodden folds with barley or wheat, and in 
due thine, with fu less Iebow than his destroyed crops would 
have demanded of him, ho reaps the reward of his industry. 

6, ‘Sho Indus after its maxhnum rise in August, whiel it this 
year aliained on the 7th of that month, continues alternately to 
(ill and rise till the latter end of September, about which time 
ib may bo said to have t second riao; Unis second riso ocenrred. 
ahis year on tho 22d of Soptember, and was one foot three inches 
and threo tenths below that of tho maximum in the preceding 
month. From the 7th of August to the end of that month, the 
total {nll was one foot three inches and one tenth ; and from the 
Int to tho 22d of September the river rose and fell, taking the 
nggrogate of each, equally. The last continuous rise was from 
the 16th to the 22d inclusive : it amounted to one foot two inches 
and sight tonths, from which day, viz. the 22d of September, 
the swoll regularly subsided. ‘The condition of the crops is 
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annch deflueneed hy tha fuotuating state of the river hetyeon 
the waximunn in August and that of Septombors and should the 
eultivater not have anilelintly proflted hy thus stenily inorenda of 
tho water, prier to Che fall whieh fallows the rag in August, the 
sickly apponrance off hie lolda, contranted with dhe forwardnosg 
aud healthy Joule of these of komt more provident neighbour, 
reminds him of the fart while dt punishes him for his negligenes, 
Under propur aupertuterones the cans for seventy-seven 
days, viz. from the LOth of duly to the 26th of September, 
would rarely over be empty. ‘The height of Uhe swell yavies, 
Chia yoor tho natives consider the fieshes to have bean heavy, 
as the river exeeedad dts usual rise hy about ane fool, An 
additional eighteen inches would have rendered the inundation 
general, and destroyed the evap, “Chis, though very unusual, 
does xomotimes vecur, even at Lyderalad : three yeas ago it 
fa said to have been the cane, 

woot, ‘Tho dvift wool is not so abundant ux might bo inferred 
: from the numerous ranifentions of tho Taduas Lt 1s, howover, 
considerable, and some poor people in the neighbourhood of the 
capital earn a Hyelihood by eollesting 1 for sue. fis of two 
Idina, Jarge ant anal ‘The Jevmee ix the most plenti{ul, 
consisting of eourse spare, porlond of Persian wheels which (ho 
vivant has awepl aneny eal the Qourks of trees, Low of which 
exepet fourteen inelu in dlameter, and ave generally yory 
Danger trom Crooked. ‘Lhe very small wend ik too niteh sodden to burn, 
wa nnd est of tha Inger zed reqnived a lang exposure before it 
Jo At for nae, Theva only: once xeon cieing: Cho winter aoniha 
atres #6 fice in the streamed te canaver the deseription elven 
of the Amertean “sig” or xawyer,” bub frequontly trees 
Hlont down tho Ceeshos, whieh, were the onda of te dunks to 
cone de contned withow vessel vapidly axeendhyg the river, would 

ples her in fmminent danggea, thorygh off the stoutest build, 


awit OL ‘The Indus begin to rive on the 28d of Marel and to 
stat atthsils en the ghkl of Seplomber, ‘This coincidences with the 
eqqatnoaes da singulae, Phe rive hos, ae C before said, besldes 
its maxiniin sive on the 7th of August, another on the 22d of 
September. Phe hoight of Che former ix fifteen feat to inches 
vight tontha; Ghat af the latter, thirteen Leet eleven inelies five 
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tenths ; it varies with the width of the river, and the same may 
bo suid of the current, ‘The maximum strength of the latter is 
sovon one-sixlecnth geographical miles an hour, While the river 
is rjsing ils strength is greatest; a fall of but a fow inches even 
at tho height of the freshes occasions a sensible diminution in its 
volosity. Irom Tattah to Iyderabad the genoral width of the 
river during the swell is about three quarters of a milo. To 
this there ave three exceptions. ‘Lhe first occurs at the end of 
the second reach below Ilyderabad, tho second at Bunna, and 
the third at Tattah, At each of these places the stream runs in 
two channels, and when the island go formed is under water, the 
river has more the resemblance of a large lake than a running 
sivoum, ‘Fhe mean depth at the height of the inundation is 
‘tiventy-Uhree foot tivo inches eight tenths. ‘The freshes at their 
commoncomont are recognised moro in, the increased velocity of 
tho ourrent than by the onlargement of the streams, of which 
neither the width or depth aro proportionably augmented. The 
discharge for April is ‘double that of March, though the ap- 
ponranes of the viver has undergone litle change, It is other- 
wiso with its channel, in which the first inerense effects a change 
for the better. Shoals disappear from mid-channel, and accu- 
mulato in oxtonsive flats along shore. By the 1st of May the 
channel is tolerably clear, 

2. Captain Maxficld’s information led Lieut, Burnos to con- 
clude, the Indus began to swoll about the beginning of July, 
Tho mission of 1809, to whieh ho was attached, was in Sindh in 
June, diy, ond August, By tho end of July the inundation is 
nowrly at La height, and consequently his account also should be 
considered doseriptive of the Indus in ils swollen state, This 
romark is partly applicable to Lieut, Burnes's description of the 
viver in the upper part of ils course. May and Jane are the 
months in which he traversed the river above Ilyderabad, In 
May the Tndus dischnrged six times the volume of water it did 
in Mareh; it is therefore ovident thal, however correctly he 
may havo delinenied the Indus in theso months, the description 
will not suit the river in the dry season. At the time he passed 
from the sea to Tlyderabad, about the middle of April, the rivor 
lind not rvisun suilicient to produce any material alteration in 
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it4 appenrancs, and, with the exeption of the general depth, 
whieh he states too high, ix aost aeeurately desovihed, 

3. Though dhe amount ef laily terewes fs very anequal, and 
oven large depressions for chia fogethor not unirequent, yot, 
notwithstanding this, the xteudiies and regularity which mark 
the progront af Che aswell, and: the nluast wlendy tneveasa. that 
some months exhibit, rhoaw the xoures Crom whieh this river 
draws much of i supply to he constimt and regula, Before 
the sniny season of India his commenced, While Cho beds of hor 
alroama ara yet dry, nnd oven the Gintyger at fb lowest ob, the 
Indus has atinined ono hall ite tot vise, Large contelbutions 
mast be drawn fram the rain, wal to they influences the 
irvegalariliew in Che register should he userihed 5 but in countries 
lying hotweon the pavallela of S18 and 86° of north latitude 
(the geographteul position of those dradned hy the Indu and tts 
tributaries), Co fwil of wita ia eaprdviona and seldom heavy, 
Various ciroanmtances combi to give thin atendiness to tho 
froshoa af Cha Indias ite leagth, of comme, the Gank, number, 
gize, and more especially Cho daposition af ita feeders, hava all 
an fitliencs to this efeets but when to the Teenity Crom which 
fla supplies are devived, we add (he early commencement of ite 
sell, (he pringipal enitae seem fo Te the tmequal netion of the 
aun upon the snows ef Ue TTindiaya. "Chit this is the ooenston 
of tes carly awell of the river there ds Tittle veomt to doubt, but 
that it ix nat the soles cue, Che dere ulietty ia che daily inoreago 
ix a tolerable prov A mua foe (he anda rhac ol! about two 
feob whieh took pliee in the early part of Muy, seu probably 
to bo the falling of heavy sprig showers i the northovly and 
elevated vegions (reversed hy its bthatavted 

4. The northern fimit of the rouse ou tha shores of 
Western Dadian it in diffeut to is, but al aingonal xbretehing 
trom the 2H degree of Intitude on the Arabian eonst lo tho 
2th on this apposite, will approximate the hoandary line, 
assum a otingihle poiut on hath cows, ‘The division ts 
marked hy Cape Rasgate on the ene, aud tie Kori inlet 
xeprvatingg Cuteh from Sindh an the other, South of the ling, 
we haven wat weather 8. We menscen, on the other aide a S$. W, 
dry. Ships from the Persian Goll at this season af the year 
norely ment with wee weather GIL past the parallel of the above 
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Capo, and in Sindh the monsoon is almost unaccompanied with 
rain, although Cutch partakes in the wet season of peninsular 
India, ‘Thus the Indus, in its long course through the plains, 
derives little or no supply from the monsoon, Eyona 8, W. 
wind blowing over Cutch, the northern limit of the rains falls 
among the most southorn of its tributaries ; from which we may 
infer that whatever proportion the supply derived from the 
periodical rains may bear to the annual expenditure, the chief 
¢ontributors must bo the rivers of the Punjaub. 

6. It is a current remark in Sindh that high winds accelerate 
tho swell of the river : there is truth in the obser vation, but the 
yegister will show that such is far from being always the case. 
The enuge scoms to be thé monsoon, which, setting in so enrly 
on tho const of Sindh, raises the mean level of the sea, and so 
voinrds the feo efflux of tho stream: considerable at first, it 
becomes less sensible as the freshes advance; but, eyen in the 
month of April, the relation is not very marked. 

G6. ‘Tho monsoon is fresh, but, as before remarked, it rarely 
brings rain. The total fall this year is 286 inches. The 
ovaporation column is the best proof of the character of the 
wind and atmosphere as to dryness or humidity, The sky is 
usually clear, and covered with such clouds as denote fine weather 
or high winds. 

7, Were the Sindh const sheltered from the monsoon, wo 
might have « greator oxtont of sand-banks off the mouth of the 
‘iver than oxisis wndor prosont cirewmstances, but a deop and 
novigablo ontranes would, in all probability, be the result, A 
calm aon, though it freilitates doposit, is favourable to o clear 
channel, “he stream unobstructed rushes out in a mass, and, 
by throwing up sand-banks on both sides, fixes deeper its 
channel and becomes more permanont, But the Indus is not 
thus ciroumstanced : the const is oxposed to the full fury of the 
monsoon; the waves, gathering strongth from tho distance 
travorsed, breal with viclence on its shores; the stream, beaten 
back, expands, and, by so doing, loses the momentum. necessary 
{o proserve an open channel, If theso premises be correct, the 
entrance to the river, and the mouth by which the discharge is 
affected, ave never identical, Tho country boats will cver be 
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ford the surest guide te the safied entries many of tho 
Nacodnhe wre grown olf in the Shull trade, 

8. Ina foruer report, in whieh Chess rivers: ave compared by 
thelr minim discharge, the nuperiority was will the Indus, 
The accomponyday Tables provi to be alliayise in the Ohitio« 
site seman, and that if thede velntive inamitade de determined 
hy their munnal expeudituve, tho Ganges bs amele the larger of 
the yo, Tho disproportion between thete digehuga in tho 
freshos ix very great. ‘Lhe ditirenco in the length of thete 
troxhos ta, howover, considerable; and, whon the steadiness and 
duration of those of the Hidue nies brought inte accom, thee 
nverage dixcharge throughout te year mere newly approximate, 
he fall of vain i diy Deltw ef the Trulia eanmot add muels to 
the amount of the amid disehayge, although £ have overy 
rear to heliave (eedials, Bnet exceeds, the dope vegistorad 
in the neighhourhood of Lyderahil. rem this somes. tho 
Cannes deawa abont the seventh poet of ite iomunl xupply, "Tho 
Tt with Hd mtexdtineiot diatin te wideexpread: peyton, and draw 
supplies from both sider of (he Timelayns but their compara. 
tively high ‘northom pavattel plices some feeders beyond (ho 
reel of the mondaun, and athort on iG Tho Ganges ina more 
favorable latitade deawa iamense supplies fant the monsoon: 
fis valley rand ong the baw of the Timaliyn, Tho douds 
benshing over the neighhouring moeuitiia, the tein in heavy 
mses id conveyed by funerals Hill tavventts filo the river 
Delows ft ndia detains the hilly eomitry to the soutlovard. ‘he 
Indes at oneo quia the uamutabesr: the Cages ollnge da thei 
The anpply af the former river da comparatively comdant ond 
unitarity Cheb of thes litter move eapkiy, bit lesa certain, 

8. ‘The elect of the thest perceptibly incre of the river on 
the veloeity af the stron id atest apparent, ‘Tho commences 
mont al’ he treadt ia cleteated! ara ly ches tneveasing gurrent 
{him fvont the visting af’ the water in the rivers In May it altaing 
Tix masini, at whieh dt: vontininas with Title variation wnul 
the eul of Seploioher, when the vapid Calling of the river ta ac 
comnpnuied by as sudden wi dleeremit in the treats of the current 
ti ite ching wos dintingubshad by iGC npurdy inerenxe, 
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MAXIMUM VELOOITY OF THE CURRENT IN 














Moreh, | Aprit Mny. Sune, Sly, | August, | September, 
Yoot. jam} Toct, foun.| Toot. jom| Feet. tom.| Feat, eam Feot jem. eet. jem, 
2 8 7 6 7 7 
14,964) ; 21,499} 49,200) 12,078} 43,200) 48,000) 49,200} 
a 4 % i to ta ie 











As tho veach where those mensurements were made is the nar- 
rowest below ILyderabad, the current in the above Table may 
‘bo considored the highest that will over bo experienced below 
that city. In the Delia perhaps it may even exceed what is 
here given, But this current of seven miles an hour will be no 
hinderance to the navigation of the Indus during the height of 
iis froshes, Closo to ihe banks its strength is weak, and 
country hots with x moderato breeze make good progress 
against the stream. Fyrom the 10th of October to the middie 
of Maveh strong northerly winds prevail upon the Indus, 
Boats in these months ascending tho river must be dragged up 
by the track ropo, Throughout tho other months of the year 
the wind genorally blows strong from the 8. W., but does not 
penetrate highor than the town of Schwun, 2 distance of about 
260 miles from. tho sea, above this town, throughout the year ; 
vessals bound o (he nortlward heve no other means of ad- 
vaneing but that of tracking. 

10, During my stay at Tydorabad T endeavoured to collect 
from ovory Rourco tho best information of the enpabilities of 
tho vivor in tho winter months above that city, and the result is, 
that the Indus about Milian, at such senso, has no permanent 
channel, but rung in detached atroams, which render its navi- 
gation diMcult; but that from Hyderabad to the northern fron- 
tier of Sindh the rivor ia of onsy navigation, has abundance of 
wator, and is allogether much suporior io the section of the 
rivor below the capital. 

LL, Tho boats of the Indus Steam Navigation Company are 
to draw when loaded four fect water. This draft is too great 
for boats {o ply upon tho river in tho dry season below ITy- 
dorabad; above that city, should the rivor about Mittunkét 
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prove deep and dts channel vasily teaversable, such boats will 
amawer throughout the yenrs Tere would again yomark that 
the xotidings below Che capital, in dhe ley sewsen, nine feat, ov 
tho men depth, edu, will convey to ene mimequainted with the 
charactor nud peeulingities of the hada fur ton favarable’ an 
fapeession of tte capabilities for stu navigation, 


Remarks an the Metervalogieal Valles kept in the Neighbour. 
hoot af Myderabad in Sindh, illustrative of thea Climate in 
the Vieinity of that Capital, with Notes on that of the Delta 
of tho River Lidus, 


L. ‘There bone reyistear for these montha, but the following 
in their charaeters Mornings cok and fogpy. Tho gun uaually 
roses dud set in iinze, andl in Che morning, wits ut dines teu and 
Afteon dogreed ubove tho horizon hefare viathle, days cloudy, 
and the wind (vem north; heavy dew wt nights; tn tho only 
part, Gyo or tyes sharp showers fell at Tyderdad. dn da. 
niury, Lrmot with severnl enies of faver ¢ do othie two months 
wore healthy, and in fet (ue ame may fe said oP Jumuery, 

2. ‘Niin month stands, welt were, between dhe eal and the 
hot serson, Lt partitken of bath, but belongs more to summer 
Chan winter, ‘The night will bene a bhonket, but Cte hent of the 
day bolt oppressive, ‘The thermoneter rages betwee 67 
degroos and LO8 diggrees peut nave frequent. ‘The wind from 
nll qimters but dhe Sb Et keldomt blows fresh, and rarely 
Jeeapa in the dane point thre days Gayrether sy yet fro SW, 
Drvozes veensionally aren, and wher the breeze dort freshen up, 
Whe clouds of dat ayveeping Mors Che vonds vbsenra the sin, pare 
tinlly darken the atmosphere, mid penetrating inte the tent ave 
more minoying than ean well he coneeived, Che clouds assume 
no charactoriatio form 5 they float high, aed the eurl-cloud pre 
voily. Lightning was cee on the horizon one ayentyg: to the 
NOW. Te wer very fidit, ane meat probally bat: the reflection 
of the veal thoh No thander, ne rain ‘Phe dew light, — 
ehange marks the anenth, but Teaanot learn (iat it bes had a 
prejudicial effect ou the health of the dahabituats about Sly. 
dernind, 
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8. Variable winds, though often strong, an almost cloudless May. 


sky, and intonso heal, distinguish this month. To the 1éth 


tho wind was unsteady, and calms not unfrequent; it then ad- . 


hered more io the 8. W, quarter for the romainder of the month. 
Tn tho early part of May, whon the forenoons ‘vere calm, the 
breeze usually sob in about 3 Pan, and freshened as tho sun 
wont down, ‘Tho thermometor ranged from 60 degrees to 118 
degrees, no rain, thunder, or lightning. Dew very light. ‘Lhe 
country continues healthy. 

4, This jis a more agrecable month than May. The ther- 
mometer ranges betweon 80 degrees and 118 degrecs, but this 
high temperature is not proportionably felt, Tho 8. W. wind, 
which up to the 22d was unusually steady, keeps the atmosphere 
pure and healthy; though usually fresh, its intensity was va- 
viable, On tho following day a marked change is observable 
and up to the end of tho month the wind continued unsteady, 
shifting between N, E. and 8. W.; in shifting it came round by 
west, ‘These days were further distinguished by heavy thunder 
and vivid lightning ; also by one transient but severe squall 
from the NI. Tho dust which it carried along was intolerable, 
‘Thvanghout the month no rain has fallen and no dew, I cannot 
hear of any sicknoys, 

6 Thore is Htle to remark of July.—June is a warmer 
month, ‘Lhe wind continues at SW. generally fresh and 
kicady, On tho 13th occurred a thunder-storm, during which 
tho fall of rain was somewhat lesa thon half an inch (fifty-two 
conta); the Cotel fill for the month is but Afly-cight, ‘Tho 19th 
it blow 0 gule from the $, W., attended with the following phe- 
nomona i——'Lhyeo sivata of clouds wore plainly discernible ; the 
uppor ones looked as if painted on tho clear blue sky; it was 
stationary. ‘Cho clouds in the contre stratum were of an irre- 
gular outline, flying high, and in a divection directly opposite to 
the wind, whilst those noxt the earth were carried rapidly slong 
by the gale, ‘Lhe Intter were very danse, floated low, and when 
first soon to windward appeared as if rising out of the horizon, 
‘here wero no eross currents, rain or clectrie phenomena, The 
nights are elear, and no dew falls, The country continues ~ 
healthy. 
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Go 'Phic month diftovs lithe Grom duly. ‘The wind da not ao 
alvoug, wand flan werther predominates ‘Phe till af rain dean 
fuel and three qitersy na dew. "Pho river is full and thy 
country hedlly, i 

7. Wine settled ele weather during tho day with Indians 
plulight nighias) 9 L qudtted: Uydiahad on the 27th of the 
month Jor thes nonin of theives, Wp te tliat day dhe country 
nhout the enpitul hind Deen fenlthy sy dart who Tarrived tu the 
Delta, only theo days atta Teasing: Cyderahed, 1 found ine 
tommittent fever very prevalent. Phas river hege, to fall on 
the 28d of (he monty aid (he dew wet flst observed on the 
Mth. 

8. From the situation of dhe tent, withte one hundeed and 
Atty yards of the wataron the left hak of the river (which was 
Wie Teel), Lalit net feel dhe hent xo approsive wi the high 
vange of the Chermemeter indientes, 

Tho above remark de applicable to Uydevatud s that city is 
built on the wuumit of a rneky table hillock, ahout 80 foot 
Tigh, acmaile amd a qnartor dongs nud FOO yards (us pateed) brand, 
The town aud fort accupy ene end of thin platen, the tombs of 
the last, and xovern) menioes of Che reigning tunily the other, 
Ite diateree from the Ladies br acdiveet dine ix thee autless ng 
Tigh and fiteryones to fntereept the breese couled hy the river, 
from exerting is moat salty filienee. Tb dd mat very 
probable (ab the slight reduetions di Compernture which a 
xtreme 400 yarda brend with impart te the whl as i aweopr 
ero Tl meTaen Gontinnes ta bo felt se lie frame the banka of 
the river, md we my retheat fapute Che hentthiness af Oyder« 
abad to the pare atmosphere dt enjoy trons for elevated site: than 
toits vieinity tothe Padua, ‘Uhe layn fa aurrownded hy swamps, 
Dot what pestilentiol estialations they omit aust be carried 
eyond itt suburbs eve they yeneh Che mmnit af the plateau, 
The baat street oxeephel, the bonnes ddded together 
withont mach arder on altention fo conifort, ‘To weld the bad 
efeots likely ta ards from thie want of armmgement a alone 
wind well, fronting the prevailing wii, ix let into the voolk of 
the heres, a conteivadec whitele insted a fre etraulition, and 
exeludes the insufliwalle dust, 
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10, The situation of Tattah is much inforior to that of 
Tyderabad, ‘Tho former is surrounded by low swampy ground, 
and has not the clevated sito of the latter. The town is some~ 
what above the level of the surrounding country, but not 
sulligient to escape tho noxious vapours which must bo genc- 
rated ascending from the slagnant water, which, in the month 
of September, almost surrounds the city. ‘The ground on which 
the town stands is vory irregular; many of the houses appear to 
have been built on the wreck of former habitations, Mounds 
of earth arg seen every where ; many of the houses are without 
inhabitants, and in the suburbs and outer strects of the town 
there is an uncleanness that strongly reminded me of Bushire, in 
the Gulf of Persia, after it had been visited by the plague. 
‘Tho vain that falls at ‘Caitah lodges between these mounds and 
forms so many pools of water. This must be another fruitful 
cause of disease, Threo years ago the town and country 
aufvred soverely from a violent opidemic. By the symptoms 
which accompanicd tho disease, as the natives described them to 
me, it was most probably the cholera morbus. 

11, Tt thus appears that Tyderabad possesses from its healthy 
sito a docided advantage over the loss salubrious situation of 
Tattah, May not this havo partly contributed to raise the former 
to tho rank it now holds; while Tattah deprived of her foroign 
commorea, and the consequent decreased demand for the 
Honitifal and peculiay fabries of her Jooms, has gradually 
dwindled yay, and now lies an extensive ruin? Mounds of 
rubbish with a few substantial mosques are all that remain to 
point out hev antiquity, and these, though they do not intimate 
grandeur, beaponk hor onee flourishing condition, 

12, When tho Indus steamer passed up the river in the 
month, of Novemhor 1886, five of her crew were attacked by 
fovor on owr arrival at ITyderabad. In the early part of the 
samo month and dusing tho Jatter ond of October, out of a party 
consisting af eighty-one, who accompanied Captain Burnes to 
Sindh, seventy-nino had intermittent foyor; Captain Burnes 
and the surgeon, Dy. Heddle, being the only two who eacaped. 
None of tho cases were fatal, 

18, From theso faets we may infer that, from the day the 
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awell hehe te mbsile day conutey eeomes unhealthy, Part 
of September aud. the whole of Qetober ta the most diangerong 
xenon of the yout. Tt ia then (uit the ebaage af the mansoon 
tikes phe and the exhaldions from the rive Nelda ave mast te 
he avoided, 


Cian NYUL Page dad, 


Vor ha plan of dhe battle of Mant} ina judebted ta the 
politoness of Mr. dames Wyld, the celebrated pgoopvapher of 
‘Woat Strand, who has ue elaborate detdl of the ation by an 
aMeer present, aid whose kite maps ol Lae Indes fronder, enw 
bracing the whole af Sindh, Biltehiaton, du Ponjunb, Aft 
ghanistan, nud the northwest frontier of India, ave highly 
valanble recardsa, wud should be eonsalted by all interested in 
these finportnt portions ef our Ludinn frontion, 


Guar XV Page da, 


feram Major General Sia Cyd Navara, Ke Cah, commanding 
in Sindh and Biliehistan, ‘To the Might Honourable 
Lory EnLexnononan, GarvraareGearval af India, $e, $0 


Se 


My Lone, 
Tiny forces wader my vommmind: Inve: pained a decisive 
vietory over the Armin of Upper unl Gower Sindh, A lodiled 
aceaumd of the various irene whieh led lo thie notion 
does not belong to thy tinaited spice of a iuety despateh y 1 
therefore bein with Che Ceamnetions belougiyg to die bottle, 
On tho Lith fostunt the whole hady of the Amin asxembled tn 
fall dushat, formally wiived their sents to the dratt treaty. On 
Teuving the darhay, Majer Onda nul fia conpanions were in 
grout perils a plob had heen toil te noider them all, Choy 
were saved hy the wands of the Amira, but Cie next duy (the 
(6th) the vosidenes of Major Outram was attacked by 4000 of 
the Amire’ teonp headed by one ae iare af the Avoties, ‘Tho 
report of this nefiriona Gansaction Elaye the honour (0 enclose 
T howd of it a¢ Uinta, at whieh place the fearless and distin« 
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suishod Major Outram joined me with his brave companions in 
the stern aud extrnordinary defences of his residence against so 
overwhelming a foree, accompanied by six pieces of cannon, 
On tho 16th I marched to Muttaree, having there asecrtained 
that the Amirs were in position at Mfani, (ten miles distance) 
to {ho number of 22,000 men, and well knowing that a delay 
lor reinforcoments would both strengthen their confidence and 
add to their numbors, already seven times that which I com- 
manied, T resolved to attack thom, and we marched at 4 A, at 
on the morning of the 17th; at cight o'clock the advanced 
guard disedvored thoir camp, at 9 o’clock we formed in order of 
battle, nbout 2800 men of all arms, and twelve pieces of ar- 
tillery, We were now within range of the enemy’s guns, and 
fifteen pieces of artillery oponed upon us, and were answered by 
our cannon, The enemy were very strongly posted, woods 
were on their flanks which I did not think could be turned, 
‘These tivo woods were joined by the dry bed of the river Tal- 
Mili which hada high bank, ‘Cho bed of the river was nenrly 
slraight and qbout 1200 yards in longth, Behind this and in 
both woods were the cnemy posted. In front of their extrome 
vight and on the edgo of the wood was a village.” nving mado 
the best examination of their position which so short a time per- 
milted, the artillery was posted on the right of the ling, and 
some skirmishers of inftntry with the Sindh irregular horse 
wero dont in front to try and mako tho enemy show his force 
more distinetly 5 we then adyanced from tho right in echellon of 
battalions, velasing (he left (o save it from the fire of the village. 
Tho Oth Vengal light cavalry formed the reserve in rear of the 
loft wing + and the Poona horse, together with four companies 
of infantry, guarded tho baggage, In this order of battle we 
advanced as ab a review across a fine plain swept by the cannon 
of the oneny. ‘Tho artillery and I. M's 22d regiment in line, 
formed the leading echellov, the 25th N.I, the second, the 12th 
‘N. 1. tho third, and tho Lat prenadier N, I, the fourth, 

Sho enemy was 3,000 yards fom our Ine, which soon tra- 
versed dhe intervening space, Our flee of musketry opened at 
about 100 yards from the bank in reply to uat of the enemy : 
nnd in a few minutes the engagement beeame general along the 
bank of the river, on which the combatants fought for about 
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three hours or more with great fury, mn tein. hen, ny 
Lord, was xeon the sapeierity of the nesked and bayonet over 
the sword aud shield aad metellock. The henve Uiltehis fest 
diselayghag theie matehloeks and plitoly, dished over tho bunk 
with doxperate resolution 5 Init dewn wert Chese bold and ald {fal 
swordsmen tnider Has xupertor power af the mualcet and bayonet, 
Aton thay, ny Lard, tis eae ol namliva of tho onamy 
ngulust the 22d, the 25th, mud die EAU yeghuents hore heavily 
in thet part of the battles ‘There wee ne time to be lost, and I 
ont orders to the cavalry to foes the right af the anemy's Une, 
This order was very gatluadly eseented hy the dh Bengal 
cavalry and Chie Sindh horse; Che detaila of whieh shall after 
wards ho slated to your Lordship, for the struggle on om right 
and contra was at (hat moment se fleres, that Lean not go to 
the lett. In chia charge (he Oth light envalry took a standard, and 
savern) pleees of artillery, and the Sindh horse took the 
onomy's camp, from whiel avant body of their cavalry slowly 
retired fighting. Liettenant Fitygerall yatlantly povsned chem 
for Gyo miles, and, Tonutoratand, slew thaws of the enemy in 
single combat. ‘The brillinnt conduet of hese Geo envaley regi: 
ments decided in my opinion the evisis of the wetion, for from 
the moment the cavalyy were xeon da ren: af’ theiv right flank, 
the resistimes of at opponents slacken 5 the 22d aeghnant 
foreed thy Ink, the 26th met Leth dit the xame, the latter 
vegtmont eaplurhygs xevexal puma, nnd the vietory was decided, 
"The artillery race greut tavver auneng: the easy nase of tho 
ouomy, wid antounted keverat of thedy guns ‘The whole of the 
enemy's artillery, munition, atidaeds, and manp, with eon 
Riderable aloves ad xome treme, were Giken, 

Mir Ritstimt Whi, Miv Nasi Khan, and Mir Walle 
Mehomed of Khyvpiary Mir Nasty Khan, Mir Shetad Khan, 
aul Mir Hoosein Khan, all of Alyderabad, eam jnto my enmp 
nnd anrvendered their swords as prisoners of win, ‘helt int 
fortimed ave of theh awn erention, latins they are great, bros 
turned to them their swords, ‘They wait your Lordehip's 
order, "Their Highnessos have surrendered Hyderabad, and [ 
shall oeenpy iL te morrow. 

[Lig not to be supposed Ut Ko Inirdelanglit an engagement 
could be sustuined without considerable loss on both aides, 
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That of the British foreo is 256 mon killed and wounded. ‘The 
cnemy is genorally supposed to have lost flye thousand ; Major 
Teasdale, whilo animating his sopoys, dashed on horscback over 
the bank amidst tho onemy, and was instantly shot and sabred ; 
dying like 1 glorious soldior | 

Major Jackson, in like manner, rushed forward, two brave 
havildars followed him: too far advanced bofore their men, 
thoy foll under the sabres of tho cnomy, but, it is anid, not before 
ho killed several. 

Captains Moade, Few, and Cookson, with Lioutenant Wood, 
all fell honourably urging on the assault with unmitigated 
valour, 

Lioutenant-Coloncl Ponnefather was severely wounded, as, 
with the high courage of a soldicr, he led his regiment up the 
duspovate bank of the Falldli, Major Wyllie, Captains 
Tucker and Conway, Ticutenants Tarding and Phayro, were al 
wounded while gloriously animating their men to sustain the 
shack of numbers, And now, my Lord, I have to say, that 
British officers could not show greater gallantry in leading their 
men into aotion than did the Queen’s and Company’s officers on 
this day, and the troops well maintained their reputation. 

Trom the heads of departments and regiments I have received 
overy assis(unes throughout the whole campaign, and in the 
battlo. 

‘The gallant charge of the Bengal cavalry was intrepidly Jed 
hy Liout.-Colonel Patile, second in command, and Major Story 5 
nor wers the Sindh horse, under Captain Jacob, idle, To this 
able soldior and his yegimont Tam indebted for the most active 
sorvicos long previous to and during the combat. Ilo won the 
ovemy’s camp, from which ho drove a body of threo ox four 
thougand cavalry, 

Major Lloyd powerfully worked his artillery, ably seconded 
hy Cuptains Whillio and TIutt. The destruction caused by 
their guns is said to have been immense, 

Major Waddington of the Engincers has given me great as- 
sistance throughout the campaign, and in the action lent me his 
nid in carrying orders, 

Nor is the country less indebted fo Major Reid for his gal- 
Inniry at the head of the 12th N. I Lhe gronadiers under 
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Major Ciibhorn, ewig to a misconception of orders, were bat 
slightly engaged. 

Major Poole of the 22d, and Captain dagkson of (he 26th, 
who succeeded to Che command of Chose regtienty, proved cham. 
selves worthy of (hebe dangerous poste dn the medical aha 
commisarial depactinents both aetivity md gent tave been 
shown by De, Dalrymple mul Captain Blenk in, 

Major Wyllie, Ansiataut Adjutuit-Ceneral, waa wounded 
whils leading up the bank, nud faye thereby toxt, for a time, 
Tis valuable asalatance sno aman lind been more servicenble to 
mo in all our provions operations. * 

‘Tho neting Axsixhuit QaartersMaster-Genoval, Lieut, Mao 
Mardo, of the 22d regiment, had his horse billed, and while on 
fool, leating sone roldiers daa desperate: cust down (he enemy's 
side of the bank, he eut down w chieftain, Uo his greatly age 
aisled ine by his vetivity and zeal duriyg the whale of our oper 
ations, Allow me to recommend to your Lordstip’s notico and 
protcetion Major Muoplwrson, my tidesdeomnp an old xoldier 
of the light division, Crom whom T live received: that assistance 
whieh was expected Crom a veteran af tho 8d regiment, ‘Co 
my aeting AidedeCamyp, Lieut, Polly, Fant onieh indebted in 
many ways, both darby the campaign nnd in the arto, ae also 
to Lieut. Chompaon, 9th light eavuley, who aetod ne my orderly 
offleer daring Uwe doy, and Lient: Yourgghusband, atatl oflear. 

Japtain Uenderson, of the Marleas enygtiieery (uel a atindaed, 
and Ud good servies with his exceltent little tnd af Sappors 
and Minory, not only te this engagement hat through tho vam 
pugn, THe Tontomnty, Bolen and Outhow, have alo distin« 
gulshed themselves, 

Trmunerable are the individual aes of fulvepidity whieh took 
place between oo soldiers and thei apponents, toa munierous 
for dotadl i this deapateh, yot woll meriting record. Chap 
that your Lordship will pardon the length of this letter written 
fn tho midst of grent iuterruptions and at various timer, 

Cinally, D trust for receiving inlulgence Cram ane who so 
well knows how didledle my position his been for tho Inat Ave 
months up fo this presenb moment, ws) bow hid J have Inbouved, 
on how noch FE hinve risked to ave a recourse to arms. ‘his 
anoghinary engagement hig heen fared) pen me by the dupli+ 
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cily of the Amirs, though I must say that until the attack upon 
the residency, neither Major Outram nor myself belioved they 
wore resolved to fight, and against which duplicity I never 
consed to warn thom. My conscience acquits mo of the blood 
witloh has beon shed. ‘The tyrannical and deceitful Amirs 
brought on the battle, the flores tribe of Bikichi robbers were 
resolved thut it should be so, and bravely did they execute their 
resolution, 

L porcoive that T have omitted to mention three officers wall 
worthy of being named, To Captain Tait, of the Poona horse, 
I ontrustedcharge of the baggage on this day of bnitle, and I 
have no doubt that the steadiness and imposing altitude of the 
detachment under his commmand, held the enemy aloof, for I 
assure your Lordship no post gave me greater anxicty than that 
of tho baggage guard. Lieutenants Leeson and Brennan have, 
throughout tho whole campaign, been of the greatest use as 
baggage-master and proyost-marghal, and during the action 
Lieut, Brennan was searecly from my side a moment, except 
when conveying orders, nor will I omit to mention the Mtin- 
shi AIK Alcbar, an Arab, who exhibited the coolest courage, 
and attonded mo every where, 

I ought to have observed in tho boily of this despatch, that I 
had, the night before the action, detached Major Outram in the 
alonmers with two hundred sepoya to set fire to the wood, in 
which wo understood tho cnemy’s left flank was posed. ‘This 
was an oporation of great diffieully and dangor, but would have 
boun most imporlant to tho result of the battle, Iowever, the 
onemy had moved about cight miles to their right during the 
night, and Major Outram exceuted his task without diMeulty at 
the hour appointed viz. nino o'clock, and from the field we ob- 
served the smoke of the burning wood avise, I om strongly 
inclined to think that this circumstance had some effect on the 
oomy. But it deprived me of the able sorvices of Major 
Outram, Captain Green, and Lieut, Brown and Wells, together 
with two hundred men, which I much regretted for their sakes 
and for my own, for Tmuch wanted the oflicers 5 and here T hope 
your Lordship will pardon mo for saying that the want of Eu- 
ryopean officers in the native regiments at one period endangered 
the suecesa of the action. ‘The aepoy is a brava and oxcollent 
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xoldien, bul, like nll koldiors, he ex peets te hoe led on ty eortain 
Tmonwnts, mab ak he looks to his Mavopeni oflesr, if he misses 
him tho greatest danger arises: Mee tints F saw them retreat, 
evidently bernase Che offleera hid fallea, nad when another ay 
pearod unl rallied them dey at ones followed hha holly, 
This, ny Loud, aeeonmta far the peent timber of Mavapeun 
olteera killa nul wounded in proportion to the whale, Tam 
gure Cau in abserviyg a defiek inthe formation of the Come 
pany’s troops, tha effeat of whieh might liye heen ao serious, I 
shall not, be deemed presmmaptitoud ov fier tinent, 

Tho defones of the yvesideney by Major Outyn, afd the small 
foreo with bitn, ngainsé such momberd af the oncimy, waa so tl 
niablo, that Tohinye Keuveely moutioned te ine the foregoing 
deapateh, beews Co propane ta send yata Lardehin a detailed 
decount of ita a brilliant exauple of delending a military 
pose 

TI, &e, 
(Signed) Cad, Nacieay, Major Geneva), 
Counuaniing in Sindh and Bildehistan, 


Thik netion waa fouht ab Minui, within sight of the 
lowers of LLyderabad, 
Gd 


* 

Erom Major d QUA, Commesianen, Ta MajareCneral 
Sie Col. Navin KO. G Conmaenetiag tn Nias and Bila 
chistiate 


On boatd the Mint nomen, 14 te above Uy deni, 
Gove Wy Math Detiaiany, Da 


sin, 

My deapatehes af the hist five shay will Ineve Ted yout to ox 
peel that my enenest cnidenvours to elbet a aiienble arrangement 
with the Amira of Sindh would fail, and it is with mueh regeot 
T hove now to report chat heie SUgtineses Taye commenced 
hostilities hy attuekingg my restdenee thin morning 5 whieh alter 
four tours! mast gahnt detenied by ay honorary excort, Che light 
company of her Majeily’s 22d repizant, conmutnded ly Captnin 
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Conway, I was compelled to cvacuate in consequence of our 
ammunition running short, * 
About 9 am this morning a denso body of cavalry and 
infantry 'y took post on three sides of the Agency compound (the 
: fourth being defendod by tho Planct sicamor about 500 yards 
distant) in the gardens and houses which immediately commantt 
the enclosure, and which it was impossible to hold with ow 
limited numbers: 9 hot fire was oponed by the enemy and con- 
tinued inccasantly for four hours, but all their attempts to enter 
the Agency enclosure, although merely surrounded by a wall, 
varying (3m four to five fect high, were frustrated by Captain 
Conway’s able distribution of his small band, and the admirable 
conduct of every individual soldier composing it under the 
gallant oxample of their commanding officer and lis subalterns, 
Lieut. Tarding and Ensign Pennefather, II, M. 22nd regiment, 
also Captains Green of the 21st regiment Native Infantry, and 
Wells of the 16th regiment, who volunteered their services, to 
each of whom was assigned tho charge of a soparate quarter ; 
also to your A.D,C., Captain Brown, Bengal Engincers, who 
earricd my orders to the steamer and assisted in working her 
guns and dirceting her flanking five. Our ammunition being 
limited to forty rounds per man, tho oilicors direcicd their 
whole allontion to reserving their fire, and keeping their men 
claso undo covor, never showing thomsclyes or returning a shot 
cexcopt whon the enemy attempted to rush, or showed themselves 
In greab numbers, consequently great exceution was done with 
trifling expenditure of ammunition and with little loss, Our 
hopes of receiving a roinforeomont and a supply of ammunition 
by the Satellite steamer (hourly oxpected) being disappointed on 
tho arrival of that vessel without either, shortly after the com- 
monecement of the atiack, it wag decided at 12 a.m, after being 
three hours wider fire, to retire to tho steamer, while still we 
had sufficient ammunition loft to fight the vessel up the river. 
Accordingly T requested Captain Conway to keep the enemy at 
bay for one hour, while the property was remoyed, for which 
that time was ample, could the camp followers be induced to 
exert thomselves; aftor delivering their first loads on board, 
however, they wera so Lervifled at tho cnemy’s cross fire on the 
cleav apace hetween the compound and the vessel, that none 
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could be persia te return exeept a fay of the offleary? 
servis, with whose aeaistaies hut litle eaukdl he removad 
uehyg the fimited time we could nlloed, comequently mae had 
to be abnudoned, and Dn serry todd, that the [ess ohiefly toll 
upon the aileers nud miu, whe were tao pied avenplod Yn 
keeping off the enemy to ho able tenthand to thei owi interests, 
Accordingly utter Uh expiration of inothia hour (duchuge which 
the enemy, despairing: of othievivdae cdtetingg thote object, had 
Hrought up sis ge to bene pan as) we took measures to 
evacnite the Agenyy. Captain Conway enlled in his posts, and 
all being united, retired inn body, covered by low aninishens, 
ad deliberately as on parade Convey ings off aur slabs and wounded), 
whieh, and the tre from the denn bots deterred: the enemy 
from pressing us na they might have dane, AD being onburked, 
Tithen directed Me. Acting, Commuter Milka, eommunding the 
Satellite steams to proceed with dba vessel Ca ho wood shition, 
thres miles up the river on ther epposita Tak, to seer a aulll- 
cieney of fael far one parpous ere it shonkl be destroyed 
hy the enemy, while To vemaiwd with the Planet to take 
ofl Cus barge Cie wis aneared to the shore, Thin: being 
ao work of some Line, sivhyg whieh a hot tlre was aponed 
on the yearel from threw yuis whieh tle enemy brought to 
Dear on her, besides suantl arts, ud requleing: innel personal 
exposnve Cf the crew (iapecially of Mr, Cole, the vomonander of 
the veawel), Ldeent iomy daty te brig te you fivourable notice 
theiy zenlous exertion on the accusion, und aba Lo express uy 
obligations to Mesara Miller id Cole for the fanklygs thee (hey 
Inalatatned on the enemy darkayge their attack on the Agency, 
and for their xuppert dnving: thee retivement aud orbarkation of 
the tranps, “The Satellite was abo expensed to dares gana i 
fer progress up te the woods and atution, one of whieh ale dig 
monte by hee tre. "Phe vesade wes followed by Jaga bodies 
of the enemy for abont threw miles, aeeastonally opening: ! sie 
ANNA pon td to tie purpose, slave Chen owe have pursed oi 
voyage np the Tidus abort fifteen aniles without molestation; 
and prypose toamorrow lnerning nachoriag oll! Muttarie, where 
Texpeet lo flid your ewnp. Or euanmlties amos ta tive men 
of TM, 22d reghuent, aid ene enonp follower killed 5 and Mx, 
Conductor Kiely, Mary Curlisle, Ageney clerk, two of dle 
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atcamor’s crew, four of TH. M, 22d regiment, and two éamp 
» followers wounded, and four camp followers missing. 
Total, three killed, ton wounded, and four inissing, 
. Thave, &,. | 
(Signed) J. Ourram, Commissioner, 
(‘Lrue copy.) 
(Signed) J. Ourrasf Commissioner, 


From Majqr- General Sir C. J. Narmen, K. C. B., commanding 
in Sindh and Biliehistan, To the Right Ionourable Lory 
Eurennoroven, Governor-General of India, $e. $e. 


Duppa, four miles from Hyderabad, 24th Maych, 1843, 
My Lorn, 


‘Tum forces under my command marched from Tyderabad 
this morning at daybreak, About half past 8 o'clock we dis- 
covered and attacked the army under the personal command of 
the Mecr Shere Mahomed, consisting of twenty thousand men 
of all arma, strongly posted behind one of those large nullahs, by 
which this country is intersected in all directions, After a 
combat of sbout threo hours, the enomy was wholly defeated 
with considerable slaughter, and the loss of all his standards and 
cumnon, 

His position was nearly a sivaight line; tho nullah was 
formed by two deop parallel ditches, one 20 feet wide and 8 
fowt deop, the other 42 feet wide and 17 deep, whieh had been 
for n long distance freshly scarped, and a banquet made behind 
tho bank oxpressly for the ovension, 

To aseortain the extent of his line was oxtremely diffeult, as 
his loft did not rppear to be satisfnotorily defined, but he began 
moving lo his right when he poresived that the British foree 
« flanked him in that direction, Believing that this movement 
had drawn him from that part of the nullah which had been 
prepared for defence, T hoped to attack his right with less dif- 
fioulty, and Major Leslie’s troop of Horse Artillery was orderee 
to move forward and endenvowr io rako the nullah, The ™ 
‘Light Crvalry and Poona ITorse advancing in line, on the 
of the avtillory, which was supported on the right by her Ma 
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Jonty’s Bed Regiment, the latter dehy, hewaver, at that cone 
aklesnbly vetived taatdiuit ef flac ebliqnes five al” Leslie's lraop, 
‘The whole of the artillery new opened upon the enemy's po» 
sition, and the British line ahve in echelons fiom the Igtt, 
TM, 22d Reyhnent lending the athieks 

‘ho enemy was naw pereeiyed te move from lia gente in 
considerable bottios to hia helt, apparently retreuting, unable to 
aattin the evowediie of the Oritiat itillery yon seeing whieh 
Major Stack, at the bend of the dd Cavalyy, under command of 
Captain Delumain, and tho Sindh Gorse, under command of 
Captain Jacob, made a brilliang charge upon the enemys lof, 
flank, crossing the nulluh nnd cutting dawn the retreating onemy 
for soveralauiles, While thie was prodigy on the right, UM, 
Rd Roginent, gallantly let by Major Coole, who cantmanded 
the brigade, and Caphtin George, whe coummauded the eorpy, 
attacked the nullah on Che left with yreat gallantry, and Lvegrot 
to add, wlth cousilerable Jos This braves battalion marched 
up tothe mula ander a heyy dee al matehlovts, without 10« 
turning a shot (ill within forty pneos of the intvonchment, and 
then stormed it like Bridsh soldiers, ‘Che indeepid Lioulonnnt 
Cooly frst niomnted the rampart, keized one of (he enemy's 
rua, and wos revered wennded while waving it and 
cheeriag on his men, Memuvhile the Pana Torso, under 
Captain Tait, and the 9th Cavalry, uncoe Major Story, Ganed 
the onmny’s right tak, pursuing anid eutthg down (he figilives 
for several miley, OM, 22d Reyiinart war well supported by 
the batteries communnded hy Captatiy Willoughby and Cutt 
whieh evosaed thelr fle with that ot Mafor Leslie, ‘Chon came 
tho 2d Brigade wider coummad of Migor Woodlawn, bewing 
down tite action with esecdient cootues, ff conmated off tha 
Both, Zbat and 12th Regiments under the command of Capteing 
daekson, Stover and Meher, vespeatively s thea regimonts 
were alrongly suatelned by the Aro af Captain Whitley's badtory, 
on the right of whieh were the 8th and lat Reghnents, under 
Majors Browne and Clibbornes these two carps advanced with 
the reguiity of a reviow up to thes dafpeneanents, thle com 
manera, with considerable exertion, stopping their fire, on 
sooing that wn portion of the Sindh Horse and 8d Cavalry in 
Charging the onomy had got in front of the Brigade. ‘Che battle * 
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was decided by the troop of Iorse Artillery and I. M. 22d 
Regimont, 

‘To Lieutenant Colonel Pattle, as sccond in command, I am 
indebted for his zcnlous activity and readiness to execute any 
dutics confided to his charge. 

To my personal staff, and to the general staff of the division, 
my thanks are due for their zcalous assistance. 

I beg to recommend my acting aid-de-camp, Lieut. Thompson, 
to your Lordghip’s protection. 

‘Tho long oxperionee of my military seeretary, Major McPher- 
son, was of much assistance to me in the field. 

To my oxtra aid-de-camp, Lieutenant Brown, I have also to 
return my beat thanks, especially for his assistance in examining 
tho position of the enemy, 

Capinin Tucker, Lioutonants Rathbowrne, Iiill, North and 
Battorsby, all did good service in the fight. 

‘To Lioutenant Polly, acting Assistant Adjutant-General, I 
am indebted for his zcalous exortions in that department. 

OL Tieutonant MeMurdo's abilities, as acting Assistant 
Quartor-Master-Genoral, I cannot speak too highly, and regret 
to say he has received a sabre wound from a Biltchi, the third 
that he cut down in single combat during the day, 

To Major Lloyd, who commanded the artillery, the service is 
indebted for tho arrangements made for that arm, ably seconded 
by*Major Leslie, Captains Willoughby, Whitley, and Tutt, 

To the Commanders of Brigades and Regiments, and the 
ONicors, Non-Commissioned Officers and Privates wder their 
commund, T have to return my thanks for their valiant bearing 
in the action. 

Major Waddington rondered mo the most important aid in 
oxmnining the enemy's position with that cool courage which he 
possosses in so eminent a degree ; nor must I omit to mention 
the Inbours of Captain Ienderson and Lieutenants Outlaw and 
Boileau, with their hardy little band of Sappers, whose Jabours 
enabled the heavy eight-inch howitzers to come up into action. 

To Captain Blenking, the service is indebted for the ablest 
arrangoments in the Commissariat department. 

Tho exertions of the officers of the medical department, under 
Inapecting Surgeon Bell, were very laudable. 
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Lientomt Leeda well neranyged Che hiygeaee loss Up to the 
{ne nd merits thanks y for Che duty off Tiggeagge Mastoy, with 
an Indi army, is Hevenlenn, 

Twill not clow the dist of thaae ta wham Tam indebsed, 
without mentioning that brave nid dndotidizable Arab yentloman 
Ally Ackinuy (o whet ability and activity Foam auch ine 
slebted, : 

Muny, my Land, hve been the nec of individual valony por. 
formed hy ofttecrs and private soldiers (both Wuropean and 
native), md the aeenmt of thom shall heredttor he duidl before 
your Lordship. 

The Viltehi Tufhutry and Avtillery fought wells thete oa. 
vilry made ne atari, and 6,000 tl: viplined soldiers werd not to 
he dong resited by ne barharinn fares, even though that force 
were nearly Hy ta one, 

Frou tho nevounts whiel live come ins sinew writing tho 
thove, there is reason to hedieve, dive the lows af the onemy has 
Deon very greats ahont G00 Dadies tive been connted upon the 
Neld of battle and it ia enid Chat the neighbouring villages ave 
Aled with dead and wounded anes leven pieees: of cannon 
word taken in position ou the midlah, andl seventeon standards, 

Tt ypives mo yrent sutiafietion fo say, Chat some pefgoners have 
been taken, and though the numimtng i simll, it is tll some 
udvanee townrds a civilized: made of warfare, far 0 eamot help 
thinkdnyg that Che denperate resiatanes yeoerally niada by wournled 
Biltehin hag arin from thel own aystene af warfare, whitg 
adinite of ne quate Dediys given tn aetion, 

Wo ave ab predent employed tin collecting the wounded 1, 
Tiehix within our reneh, in order te render thom medio "C 
dintanes, 

T have deeply to vogret the low af the brave and exeolle 
Captain Cavett, of the Oth Light Cavalry, who fell honoural 
in the bottle; aad algo the fll of Linitenunt Sinith, of 
Bombay Artillery, With unstirpumaed: and desperate valour 
galloped i front of hid battery, mul pade up upon (2! top of 
mullah (filed with enemies) to xen where hia yuna cold br 
with greatest efeet- flere this hera fell. Muny af the ¢ J 
dhian peophy Qvio ave all ie great delight at Ce desteuetiol 
their Biltehi oppressors) Taye como inte camp from diftorey 
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parts, and bring assurances that the Biltichi force is wholly 
dispersed, and that Meer Shere Mahoined has fled into the desert 
with his family and about forty followers, but as Emaum Ghur 
jas been destroyed, the heat will soon force him to quit this 
tetporary rofuge, where there is no protection from the sun. 

| Tle will therefore probably endeavour to rench Moultau. Ihave 
writton {o his [ighnoss Ali Moyad to arrest his progress in that 
direction, if possible, and to make him prisoner, 

Thvee Biltichi chiefs fell in the action; one of them wns the 
gvent promoter of the war, [ajee Mahomed Seedee ; and I have 
every reafon {o bolieve that not another shot will be fired in 
Sindh, 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) -C. J. Narrmer, Major-General, 
Commanding in Sindh and Biliichistan. 


Cnav, XVII. Page 836, 


Shir Mahomed’s conduct connected with this last action and 
that previously fought at Mfani deserves notice, In the latter 
ho took no part, but is said to have represented that though he 
hind assombled his followers he had but passed his frontier, and 
only meditated the dofence of his capital: he was assured of 
boing unmolested so long as he continued neuter, After the 

jlo of Mfani he sent to know what torms he might then 
pols he was anawered, the same as those granted his brother 
om ‘ts (they wore all prisoners of war). Previous to the batile 
+ Quppa, having acquired additional strength, he again sent to 
ay what torma could bo granted, and the answer to his vakils 
charnctoristie of war, the report of a gun. Seeing that 
was no hope of terms the Mirptr chief preferred the 
ative of arms, In order lo bring the condition of the 
a of Sindh whilst prisoners in our hands down to the latest 









atdg it shov't he mentioned that learning, on their departure 
‘Bor bay to their prisons, the distressed and afflicted state 
rir families in Sindh, they ave reported to have wept and 
oh god, using this forcible oxprossion : “ There will be no 
ajt ne for ua until God aits in the Adawlut ” (or seat of judg- 
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mnt) they mie key clowly pameded, and ne vntivntl 
Manepent a madye, i allosye ibuny ween, to then 
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He ctranted expen sob the Goope tm Sidte for the eum i 
sem uesaid tobe about 40 Tne cot bape a (60,0007) the reve 
han boo shows tuater the fate chae doit its byhest as 10 

{ 10,0001) « 
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A prmpht t by the wutlar, lately puubbished by M1, Racha dees 
of Comlull, cnter comes tid at pecntar length ito: the He) 
merent prasecds offered: by the civen Padus than couldgdes 

s pormattod nw work Like the pre ant 
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Prnustl by A Sreciiwounr, 
Noew-dticut hyteite 


